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Jir AITH in Christy whatever disputes may have been nuaed 
about its nature^ is allowed oa all hsvada to be a capjital doctqne 
of the gospel, and essential to a Christian. 

In full agreement with the great lights of the primitive 
church, our own, and all the reformed ones, I understand by it 
a dependence upon Christ for righteousness and strength, as 
having paid to the justice of God full satisfaction for his broken 
law, and obtsoned accepomce for all believers in hb name, to 
the reward of eternal life. Should an explanation of this point, 
now it seems so offensive to many, be demanded, the following 
b humbly submitted to consideration* 

Sin is the transgression of God's law, which, so soon as 
broken, subjects us to its penalty. The first sin of the first 
man is a deciuve proof of this truth, standing in the front of 
the Bible, a perpetual important lesson of instruction to man- 
kind, in a pomt which otherwise could not* have been known by 
them ; and which, notwithstanding the solemnity of its delivery, 
they are always apt to overlook. But this &ct ought very par- 
ticularly to be considered, because designed to give us a clear 
insight into the nature of God, and the nature of sin, and as a 
key to the subsequent discoveries of scripture. For if the sin 
of eating the forbidden fruit, involving in its fatal eonsequences 
the whole human race, could not be pardoned, we may fairly 
presume, sin has always the same nature in the eyes of an un- 
changeable God. Therefore, every sin, as an act of disobedi- 
ence and rebellion against him, must be the object of his dis- 
pleasure at all times, and for ever separate from him every soul 
ef man in whom it is found unpardoned and «npurged. 
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4| PREFACE. 

This gives an alarming view of our condition under sin, im« 
mediately exciting this question^ How are sinners to be restor- 
ed to the &vour of God ? An inquiry, of all others the most im- 
portant. And you are again desired to keep your eye fixed 
upon the scripture character of God, his holiness, or hatred of 
sin, and inflexible will to punish itr remembeiing, at t^e same 
time, that every act of disobedience has the same accursed na- 
tui^ with the first, and as certainly exposes the offender to con- 
demnation. 

If you refuse to admit this awful accoimt of the nature of sin, 
and of God, because contrary to the idea you have framed of 
him, and derogatory, as you fancy, to his perfections, you arc 
then required to prove under what age of the world, or in what 
part of scripture you find it recorded, that God has revoked 
his decree against sin, and made a change in the law given to 
man at his creation. This was, life upon obedience, and, in 
case of transgression, death. The scripture, on the contrary, 
in perfect harmony willij||ielf, acquaints us, that at the second 
promulgation of the lawjflod appeared in the same majesty and 
sovereignty, and with the same denunciation of wrath agdnst 
sinners, as he did at the beginning. << Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them." On which we may obseinre, by the way, that 
as more than temporal death was necessarily implied in the 
'threatening and curse to the Jews, because that, they knew, was 
the unavoidable doom of all mankind, whether they obeyed or 
not ; so it naturally suggests to us, that the first threatening, 
" In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die," was of 
the same extent, and its meaning precisely determined by it. 

However, in the second there is no relaxation of the first ; 
no contrary dcclaratipn concerning the case of offenders, nor 
the least intimation of any change in the will of God with res- 
pect to sin. Indeed, such a variation or Inconsistency in the 
(character of God, as given by himself, would be an argument 
of infinitely greater force than any yet alleged against the trutli 
of the Bible, 
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PREFACE. 5 

The/ic/ then is cert|an ; the wages of sm is death, and al- 
ways will be 8O9 while God remains unchangeable. What he 
published by his first covenant, in the person of Adam given 
to all mankind, he renewed and confirmed by the delivery of 
the law of Moses, which, as St Paul observes. Gal. iii. 19, 
** was added because of trai»6gressions, ^that their desert might 
be known, that the offence might abound," Rom. v. In its 
penalty and curse unto death, now once more solemnly award- 
ed agfdnst every offender, and every offence. 

Besides these two grand manifestations of the nature and 
will of God, the evil of sin, and the manner in which it is to be 
treated, we know of no other. Apd both are exemplified in the 
judgments recorded throughout scripture, especially in the 
death of Christ, as so many confirmadons of God's unalterable 
purpose of dealing with sinners according to those declarations. 
Very striking and awful indeed they are. Yet here we must 
rest the point for ever, unless we would take upon us, as we 
do from one age to another, with horrid presumption, to esti- 
mate the guilt of sin from our own false notions of it, to pre- 
scribe a law to God, to divest him of his supreme dominion^ to 
cavil at his wisdom, and dethrone his justice. 

But let the reason of man, short as it is, be judge in this 
cause. The decree is gone out from the Almighty, and stands 
unrepealed in the revelation he has made of himself : «< Cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all things written in the book 
of the law to do them.** Suppose now, for a moment, we are 
^t liberty to call h}s decree in question, and make allowance for 
some sin. What is that sin ? And if for one, why not two or 
more, and where will you stop ? If once you take it out of 
God's hands, there will be no end of pleading for transgres- 
sion, no dread of it, no sense of good and evil, no submission 
to God's authority, no obedience upon earth. The conclusion 
ls"evident, if all have sinned, all stand condemned by the sen- 
tence of a just God. 

The covenant of redemption, in which mercy and truth meet 
together, righteousness and peace kiss each other, and God h 
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6 FREPACE. 

both just iOid the justifier of him that b^eveth in Jesus, is not 
here to be fully opened. We are now to prove the necessity 
of dependence for salvation on th^ death and righteousness of 
Christ, from the preceding account of God's unakenible jus; 
tice, and from the guilt of sin being in ail ages the same. Anc} 
unless we are declared free from that guilt, and invested with 
a title to eternal life, ho\i can we be saved ? If we have no^ 
righteousness in ourselves, where must we look for it, but as 
existing solely in the person of Jesus Christ f Dependence, 
therefore, upon tliat righteousness as appointed by God for 
sinners to confide in, is the precious faith of the gospel by 
which the just live, and live eternally. As no other will recon- 
cile the divine attributes, or answer the exigencies of mankind, 
concluded under sin, and always sinners, so nothing else must 
be the ground of our hope towards God. 

Ab^ work9. Alas I we have none that will bear to be weigh- 
ed in God's balance, or answer the demands of his justice. Be 
&ir and honest here, as it is a matter of life and death. Then 
examine what you think your best action, or the most excellent 
grace in your soul. Bring it to the touchstone, the straight 
rule of the commandment, which reaches the heart and all its 
motions. In the matter or manper, principle or end, be assur- 
ed, you will find some grievous flaw in it, and condemnation 
your desert, instead of reward. Let Hooker, whose judgment 
or piety none ever questioned, who have studied his writings^ 
be heard on this head. ^'If God, (said he), should make us an 
offer thus lai'ge— Search all the generations of men since the 
fall of our first father Adam ; find one man that hath done one 
action which hath passed from him pure, without any stain or 
blemish at all ; and for that one man's only action, neither man 
nor angel shall feel the torments which are prepared for both. 
Do you think that this ransom to deliver men and angels 
could be found among the sons of men V'^^Diacourac on Jua- 
tijication. 

J^ot Sincerity, This has been long adopted into our divini- 
ty, as if it wero the gracious condition of the new covenant, in 
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•]^poution to the law of perfect obedience. But it is no where 
mentioned in scripture as such. Yet so great a variation, in 
a matter of vast importance, from every other revelation God 
h^s been pleased to make of himself, and the way of acceptance 
with him, need be very distinctly and strongly marked. But 
When we call for scripture proof, none is produced. It is in- 
deed altogether a claim of human invention, an acknowledged 
defect of obedience. Consequently an absolute forfeiture, de- 
Bvering us up to justice,* so long as the law of perfect obedience 
stands in full force against us. And let the reader determine, 
«fter what has been said, whether that law was not designed to 
t>e a perpetual standard of the only obedience €rod will accept 
from man as his duty, or how and when it was abrogated. 

M)t Faith and IVorka^ considered as co-operating to our 
justification, and l)oth together making our claim to accep- 
tance ; for w0i*s which have the nature of sin, and are con- 
fessed to have it by those who call in the aid of faith to supply 
their imperfection, must be excluded from any share in our jus- 
tification, because the grand difficulty sdll remains. Justice 
must be satisfied, an<f the law fulfilled ; with all our duties sin 
is mixed, and our case desperate as to this remedy, unless the 
new covenant be supposed a relaxation of every precedhig one 
in respect of God's judgment of sin, and that, now in this last 
age of the world, he has revealed himself as acting under a dis- 
pensing power, and discharging sin of its guilt. 

But this is a dangerous expedient without warrant from rea- 
son or scripture. By scripture we are taught our whole deliv- 
erance from the curse bf the law ; and the answer of a good con- 
science to its demands, is the righteousness of Christ, satisfying* 
the divine justice, and to the praise of the glory of his grace im- 
puted to dinners for salvation. This is the anchor of the soul, 
sure and steadfast, full security, our first and only justification. 

The notion of a first and second is the offspring of pride, 
opposing the truth of Goji. For surely these justifiers of them- 
selves make no account of the justice of God, as still existing 
m all its rigour, but substitute instead of perfection what falls 
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infinitely short of it. Yet the nature of God, and of sin, re- 
mains always the same ; consequently we are as much undone 
as ever, if gospel grace extends no farther than to the first ben- 
efit of forgiveness, when we are admitted into the Christian 
covenant. This is dropping faith at tte beginning of our con- 
version, as a thing of no farther use. On the contrary, we are 
assured the just shall Uve by feith, not once but always, in every 
step of his progress, at the hour of death, and the day of judg- 
ment. It is not meant, that faith has any such effect merely as 
a woi^ and righteousness of our own. No, it consists in a de- 
nial of the merits of all works, qualifications, or habits in man. 
Its essence is unfeigned submission to tlie righteousness of 
Gpd, and entire dependence upon it as freely given to us. ■ 
Wliich may furnish an answer to those who ask, why may not 
imperfect works justify, as well as imperfect faith ? supposing 
truly that one is no more perfect than the other. The reason 
is, that the sole eternal condition of justification by works is 
their perfection ; consequently a claim founded on them must 
either be made good, or wholly relinquished. Whereas ^th^ 
though it may be weak and imperfect, instead of exalting itself 
against the justice of God, and standing before him in the con« 
fidence of a lie, puts all from itself, giving the whole glory rf 
salvation where it is due. 

We shall close this argument with observing, that faith is 
not understood, much less possessed, if it produce not more 
holiness than could possibly be any other way attained. The 
charge of vacating the law, as a i*ule of life, followed close 
upon the first preaching of salvadon by faith ; and a base sus- 
picion of its being prejudicial to the interests of virtue is hard- 
ly ever rooted out of the minds of men, till they themselves 
experience the powier of fiuth. But this can have no weight 
with those who remember the decision our Lord has made on 
this point, in opposition to the conceit of a proud pretending 
Pharisee ; to whom lit fie is/orpriven^ the same loveth little ; 
I.uke vii. 47. 
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We acknowledge, we strenuously mainfain the heart of man 
is exceedingly depraved. But you extend this matter beycHni 
all bounds, and charge much greater corruption upon fallen 
man than you are aware of, when you suppose the super- 
abundant love of God, manifested in the plan of redemptioD, 
can kindle no love, and excite no gratitude. On the contrary! 
it is the peculiar honour of gospel grace, that it humbles every 
believer in the dust, fills him with just apprehensions of the 
unfulness of dn, raises him from his dead state, to establish 
him in the truth of obedience from love to Grod, and holy admi- 
ration of his adorable perfections. And if the gospel be net 
tiius effectual, through the Holy Ghost, to every sinner who 
yeally believes it ; if the love of the ever-blessed Trinity does 
not put all the powers of the soul in motion to make some suit- 
able returns, our condition is indeed hopeless. And we may 
venture to affirm that a zeal for works truly Christian can be 
built on no other foimdation ; and that a desire to perfect holi- 
ness will never take place in the heart of man, but under a 
tfense of redeeming grace, and the great salvation it sets be* 
fbreus. 

- A neglect, and even avowed contempt of this doctrine is tho 
diaracteristicofour age> and the gospel motive to obedience 
we in general cease to inculcate, though we call ourselves 
Christians. But in vain do we attempt to revive the decayed 
spirit of religion, and establish a pure morality on any other than 
scripture grounds. A spurious kind of it, outvrard, partial| 
cSiiefly founded on love of reputation, with little regard to God, 
nature itself can discern, and in some measure attain. Poor, 
mean attainment ! Yet nature is most unreasonably prone to 
substitute this in the place of inward and spiritual religion, to 
which it is altogether averse. But true holiness, that is, pro- 
found self-abasement and subjection to the Father of Spirits, 
from love of his nature aud wiU^ with ardent longings after puri- 
ty of heart, is the genuine product of lively fidth, and I say again, 
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no where to be found, till the ever-blessed name of Jesus, him 
grace and his truth, his compassionate heart, dying love, and 
all-perfect obedience, are the meditation^ delight, and confi* 
dence of the soul towards God. 

Upon these principles, I have endeavoured to delineate Uie 
Complete Duty of Man. The book bears this title, not from 
any arrogant 'conceit the author holds of its worth, but from it» 
comprehending the doctrines, as well as the precepts peculiap 
to the church of God ; from its placing things in their proper 
order, and preparing the way to Christian practice, by Chris- 
tian faith, and to faith by conviction of sin. The Whole Duty 
of Man, so called, hals been long in possession c^ general esteemt 
and is to be found in most families. But it is evident that celo^ 
brated treatise wants the great thing needful to obtain the veqr 
end for which it was written; since Christ the lawgiver wil) al- 
ways speak in vain, without Christ the Saviour is first kpowiv 
Christian morality is produced and miuntained by this principte 
—-We love God, because he first loved us, and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins. All treatises, therefore, writ- 
ten to promote holiness of life, must be deplorably defective, ua- 
less the cross of Christ be laid as the foundation, constantly Kept 
in view, and every duty enforced, as having relation to the Re* 
deemer. This is the apostle's doctrine, and method of inculcat- 
ing Christian obedience ; and all other is Pharisaical, or only « 
more refined species of self-righteousness* 

It is proper to apprize the reader, that in the chapters on re* 
pentance, there are some pan^raphs taken from Mr. Dickin*- 
son's letters ; and in those chapters on the foundation of &iti^ 
several fine sentiments from Mr. Maclaurin*s Sermon on the 
Glory of the Cross of Christ. In a few other places, where a 
masterly argument or beautiful illustration upon the subject 
occurred, I have taken the liberty of enriching with it lof 
own work. 

I have nottung further to add, but my earnest request to the 
Fountain of all good, that it may please him to make the follow- 
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*nig sheets useful. "Useful to give the reader knowledge of his 
glorious name— -and a coDTiction of human ignorance, guilt, and 
depravity, which may endear the name of the Redeemer, and 
create humility of mind, with tender compassion towards each 
other. Useful, to make evident the pardon, strength, peace, 
and righteousness, which ennOUe M who have scriptural fidth 
in Christ — that both formal and deistical religion may appear 
the despicable things they are, and an earnest expectation be ex- 
cited in all who read this volume, of beholding the meridian glo- 
Tf of Chrisdanity in heaveti. Where every credtur6 breaks forth 
in fervwtt acknowledgm^cnt of bfinite obligation,- saying, 
^Worthy ib the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and 
» blessing.*' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



contents; 



eHAp. I. On the cxceUent Worth of the Soul - ftag^ l!i 
II. The SLnowledge of the Soul's excell^t worth, 

necessary to perform Christian Obedience 2 1 

III. On Carefuhiess to save the Soul r 25 

IV. The Scripture Character of God - 31 
V. The same subject continued - - 38 

VI. The perfections of God exemplified by fects 45 

VIL The natural Condition of Man respecting God 56 

Vni. On the Depravity of Man "* - dS; 

IX. The Human Heart's Enmity i^ainst God 67 

X. On the Perfection of die Law . . 73 

XI. The several Uses of the Law - - 84 

XII. The same subject continued - • - 90 

XIII. The Dangerous Mistakes, which through Ig- 

norance of the Law, govern our Minds 9.7 

XIV. Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ascertained 

from Scripture Testimony ... 108 

XV. The Extent of Faitfi in Christ - - ITS 
5LVI. Great Advantages from receiving Chiist's 

own Definition of Faidi in his Name •* 116 
XVII. The Foundation of Faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ - 13i2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CONTENTS. 13 

3CVIII. The same subject continued « ' - 141 

XIX. The Ground for Faith in Christ to turn us 

from all Iniquity - - - - 1 45 

XX. On the Dirinity of die Holy Ghost - 153 

XXI. On the Operations of the Holy Ghost - 1 60 
XXII. On the constant Agency of the Holy Ghost in 

all ages t - - - - - 164 

XXUI. On the Proprieties of the Spirit's Influence, 

and the daring Imfuety of denying it - 1 72 
XXIV On true and &lse Repentance - - 179 

XXV, The same subject continued - - - 185 
XXVI, The Tempers of a Christian towards God, and 

the Principles which form them - - 198 

' XXVII. The Tempers of a Christian towards God 204 
. XXVIII. The same subject continued - - - 209 
XXIX. The Tempers of a Christian towards his Fel- 
low-Creatures - - - - - 217 
XXX. The same subject contmued - - 229 
XXXI. The same subject continued - - - 235 
XXXII. The same subject continued - - 239 

XXXIII. Christian Humility - - - - 246 

XXXIV. The Duty of a Christian in a Married State 253 

XXXV. The same subject continued - - - 257 

XXXVI. The Natural Duty of Parents and Children 267 
XXXVII. The same subject continued - - - 272 

XXXVUI. On the Education of Children - - 277 
XXXIX. The Duty of Children towards their Parents 286 

XL. On Self-Denial 295 

Xl,I. On the sin of Lewdness - - - 30 1 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i4 eONTENTS. 

XLII. On Self-denial respecting the Lore of Monef SU 

XLIII. On Lovp of Praise Sir 

XUV. On Evil Shame 3» 

XLV. On Self-denied Submission ot our imderstand- 

ing to God's Word - - - - 328 

XLVI. On Devotional Duties - . ^p . SS9 

XLVII. On the Necessity of Prayer - - • 34r 

XLVIII. The Properties of aceptable Pvayer - 353 

XLIX. On the certain Success of Prayer - - 361 

L. The Pleasures peculiai* to Believers in the 

Ix)rd Jesus Christ - - • • 375 

U. On Pleasures peculiar to a Christian - 38f 

ZJI. The Love of Christ to his Church in all Ages 

the same •*-..« 400 

Offices of Devotion for the Use of Fami- . 
lleS) and for Pei*saos in Various CoftditioDS 414 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TfiE 

DUTY OF MAN^ 



SUNDAY I. 

CHAP. I. 
Qn thd excellent Worth of the Soiil. 

It is evident man is made with an active principle 
entirely distinct from his body. For this is chained 
down to a spot of earth, no more than a mass of un- 
conscious matter. But his soul can expatiate in 
contemplation, reflection, and, with infinite variety, 
compare the numberless objects which present them- 
selves before it. When his body has attained ma- 
turity, his soul arrives not to perfection, but increa- 
ses in wisdom and knowledge ; and when the feeble 
body is sinking in decay, the soul is often full of 
vigour, and feels joy or anguish all its own. 

To demonstrate the worth of the soul, so admi- 
rable in its properties, will be of great use : because 
d/ that the term religion comprehends respects 
the soul. And many precepts in the word of God 
must be judged unreasonable, or prove irksome, till 
the salvation of the soul is known to be the greatest 
good man can attain ; the loss of it the greatest evil 
he can suffer. 
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16 COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN. 

To prove this point, I shall make my appeal to 
observation and scripture, entirely waving all abstract 
reasoning about the nature of the soul.* 

Experience then powerfully proves the excellent 
worth of the soul. For what is the case of thousands 
around you, if it has not already been your own ? 
Are they not mourning over some tender parent, 
near relation, or affectionate friend ? How gready 
did they value the dear deceased ! How useful, or 
how entertaining ! Perhaps the head, the comfort of 
the whole family — perhaps in the prime of life and 
beauty. Behold the sudden, bitter, prodigious trans- 
formation ! The desirable object is become a putrid 
mass, insufferably loathsome, fit only for the grave. 
Do you ask how, in so small a space of time, what 
was before admired should become hideous even to 
look on ? The answer loudly jSroclaims the excellent 
worth of the soul. For could the dead parent, re- 
lation, or friend, speak to you on the subject, liis 
answer would be to this effect : 

Afflicted and surprised, you bewail, with tears 
of tenderness, the frightful change you see in a 
form long so familar and pleasing to you. Know 
the cause. The immortal inhabitant which lodged 
for a few years under this roof of flesh is gone. 
My soul, by its presence, gave life, motion, and 
beauty to my body. The instant tiie one took its 
destined flight, the other began to turn into an of- 
fensive carcase, which must moulder into dust, and 



* Our inquiries about the nature of the soul (says Lord Ba- 
con) must be bound over at last to religion, for otherwise they 
still lie open to many errors. For since the substance of the 
soul was not deduced from the mass of heaven and earth, but 
immediately from God, how can the knowledge of the reasona- 
ble soul be derived from philosophy ? It must be drawn from 
the same inspiration fi-om whence its substance first, flowed* 
'Advancement of Learning, bookiv. ch. 3. 
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dost remain, till his vcnce^ who is the resurrection 
and the life, unites it for ever with its former in* 
Biate. 

From this striking difference between a dear pa« 
rent, relation, or friend, active, useful, entertaimng^ 
and the cold pale piece of outcast earth he instantly 
becomes upon the departure of his soul into eternity^ 
understand what must be its excellent worth* 

From observing this fact, daily passing jt^fore our 
tyes, turn to the page given by inspiration of God« 
Nothing can be conceived more grand than the scrip- 
ture account of the soul* 

Look up to the heavens ; immensely hi^ im« 
measureably wide as they are. God only spdke, fmd 
instantly, with all their host, they had their being. 
The earth, the sea, the w, with all their miUiona 
of inhabitants, w^re formed in the same manner. 
But before the human soul comes into being, a coun« 
cil of the Trinity is held. God said, ^^ Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness* 3o God ere* 
ated man in his own image, in the image of God ere* 
ated he him," Gen. i. 26. 37. He formed his soiil, 
in its moral faculties and powers, a sinless immortal 
image of himself. 

To ruin so grand a being was an attempt equal 
to the execrable malice which Satan bore against 
God, and the favourite work of his hands. But no 
sooner did Satan bring the soul of Adam nigh to 
everlasting destruction, than the method used to re- 
cover it declared a second time, still more loudly the 
exceeding greatness of its worth. This must be 
granted, if you take a just survey of his majesty, 
who alone was sufficient to redeem it. Before him 
the countless multitudes which people the whole 
earth, with all their wealth and pomp, are less than 
nothhig and vanity. Before his incomprehensible 
glory, the height of the mountains, and the unfath*. 
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omable depth of the sea, the dimensions of the eaitb ^ 
and the circuit of the skies, are as the small dust of 
the balance. This is he, behold him, behold him !^ 
who takes upon himself a work impossible for an- 
gels to effect, the redemption of the soul. He takes 
upon himself to replace it in union and communion 
with God ; not by the word of his mouth, as in the 
day when he made the heavens and the earth, but by 
a work infinitely costly ; by a process of many pain- 
ful steps, each of them mysterious and astonishii^ 
to angels, as well as to men. 

To redeem the soul, he is bom of a poor vii^n^ 
in the likeness of sinful flesh ; he lives afflicted, in* 
suited, oppressed above measure, till in his death hd 
is made sin and a cune, offering up to the Father a 
divine obedience, and a death fuUy satisfactory to his 
broken law. 

From considering duly who this Redeemer is, and 
what he hath done, you must conclude that evety 
thing tM8 world admires as excellent, or extols as 
valuable, is unspeakably mean, when put in the ba- 
lance against the worth of die soul. 

It is, indeed, a matter of the utmost difficulty to 
believe, that the word, who is God, did abase him- 
self to the death of the cross, a ransom for the soul. 
Here reason is lost in the unfathomable mystery, 
and, if left to itself, leads to an obstinate denial of the 
fact. The means used to prevent this effect, fiill of 
blasphemy against God, and perdition to ourselves, 
forcibly proves the souPs excellent worth. For the 
same Eternal Spirit, which in the beginning brou^t 

* The reader is desired, as he would not injure the Redeem- 
er by unworthy tho\jghts of his person, to meditate On the grand 
things Isaiah speaks of the Mesiah. The 40th chapter, from 
whence the above description of his glory is extracted, puts it 
jout of qucst'Oii, that he is the true God. The 6th, the 9th, 
and the Sdih, ti^ch prove the same to demonstration, 
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U^t out of darkness, order and beauty out of chaos, 
comes down from heaven to attest this truth. He 
shall glorify me, saith Christ, ^^ for he shall receive 
€£ mine, aad shall shew it unto you," John x\i. 14. 
Displaying the glory of the person and work of the 
Redeemer who came to seek and to save that which 
was lost. 

Judge now what must be the soul's excellent worth, 
which originally was the ofispring (^ God, and made 
in his image ; then the purchase of the blood of his 
equal Sou ; and, at length, the pupil of the Holy 
Ghost, to be educated under his eye and influence 
for heav^L When nobility stocks to the office of a 
teacher, nothing beneath the heir of a kingdom is the 
schc^ar* How great then must be the worth of the 
soul, which has the Spirit of God for its appobted 
instructor and continiml guide t' Further, consider 
that height in glory, or dire extremity of woe^ which 
must be the endless condition of every soul. Man, 
on revolting from God, was banished from all com- 
merce with the blessed spirits of heaven. But when 
a few years have taken their flight, if salvadon has 
been accepted, the soul shall be as the angels of God, 
dothed with a body refulgent like the sun; raised to 
a perfection exceeding our highest reach of thought, 
all its faculties infinitely surpassing in excellence the 
outward beauty with which it is arrayed. Now, as 
we always estimate the grandeur of a person from 
Ae exalted station he Is bom to bear, and the posses- 
sions he shall one day call his own, how amazingly 
great must the worth of the soul be, since, unless 
ruined by incorrigible contempt of God, it shall in< 
herit the riches of eternity, minister before his throne, 
and drink of rivers of pleasures, which are at his 
right hand, forever more! 

On the other hand, the scripture account of their 
miseries, who perish, as strongly proves the same 
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truth) thotigh it be distreflsing to coosider their ease. 
For if the soul be notadmitted^ dvough the Sairi#ur% 
medktioii, into heaven, O sad alternative ! its doom 
(like a sentence pronounced on offenders whose high 
distinction serves only to inflame their guilt) strilKS 
us with hoiTor. It must, indeed, be banished to an 
inconceivable distance from God, and sq)anled by 
and impassable gulph. It mudt have htm for tlK 
avenger of all its crimes, in comparison of whoae 
strength, all created might is weaker dian a new-bom 
babe. That arm is to be stretched out against it 
which shoots the planets in their rounds, andtaketh 
tip the isles as a very little thing* The soul which 
perishes is to suffer punishment the same in kind 
with the avowed enemy of the blessed God, whose 
only aim, since his fall from heaven, has been to 
undermine and opfMise Christ^ kingdom ; who has 
already seduced souls without number, and will go 
on in enmity against his Maker, till eternal ven- 
geance falls on his head. Though not in equal tor« 
ment, yet in the same hell with this execrable be- 
ing, the soul which perils must endure the wratU 
to come. 

Whether you regard, therefore, the felicity or ruin, 
otie of which, in a few fleeting years, the soul must 
feel, you will find it hard to determine, which of 
the two most loudly declares its grandeur. 

These evidences, obvious in the scripture p£^, 
^monstrate that the poorest beggar possesses a dig- 
nity in his own person greater, alxnre expression,; 
than all the world can give him. The soul wiMny 
by which he thinks, and reasons, and acts, surpas- 
ses in worth all the eye ever saw, or the fancy ever 
formed. Befone one such imm(Htal being, the mag- 
nificence even of the natural world is diminutive, be* 
cause transient. All these things wax old, as^doth 
a garment, and a|t the woiks pf nature shall be bum^ 
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«p; but the years ai Ae, soul, in happiness at woe, 
fike its Maker, remain unchangeable. 

From considering, vndi due attention, these proofs 
of the excellent worth of die soul, you will under- 
stand the ground of that astoiushing assertion, from 
the mouth of Christ, that in Heaven the seat of glory, 
and among angels, whose thou^t can never stoop to 
any thing low, " there is joy over one sinner that re- 
penteth." You wiH understand why the Lord God 
almigh^ ^ves such solemn warnings, such press- 
ii^ calls, such affectionate entreaties to sinful men, 
to bring them to feel a just concern for themselves. 
These things bear exact proportion to the worth of an 
immortal soul. 



SUNDAY IL 

CHAP. IL 



The Knowledge of the Soul's excellent Worth necessaiy 
to perform Christian Obedience. 

Naturally wepi^vsue, which greediness, the 
gratificadons of sense, and the things of time* When 
we ento* on the stage of life, the amusements of fd- 
ly and U^ pleasures of sin captivate us, as the chief, 
if not the only sources of delight* Hence youth are 
iptiry shy of religion, notwithstanding its rich pro- 
mises of present peace and joy, and of eternal life in 
the world to come. They regard it as a malevolent 
foe to their pleasures. But soon as they perceive the 
cxcdlrat worth of their souls, they supremely value 
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aad earnestly purmie things unseen and eternals 
Thus informed, every prejudice against religion 
ceases and the language even of youthful hearts is 
this: 

" The bloom of my dajrs, and the vigour of my 
life, shall be directed to my best, my everlasting in* 
terest A clear abiding conviction of my soul's im-* 
mortal nature, has delivered me from listening to the 
flattering solicitation of my lusts, and broken the 
magic focce of their cruel enchantments.'' 

Through the several succeeding stages in life, no 
less than in youth, this knowledge is equally need** 
fttl. Nothing less can with certainly be depended 
on, to preserve men inviolably honest amidst the 
temptations which abound in trade, and in every 
profession. For the cofG^-house, the change, tli^ 
miiversity, with every private circle of company, 
pour out infectious dbcourse, and, by perpetual 
praise of weakh, inflame us with desires after it. 
Hence spring deceit and roguery, the diseases of 
trade, which ruin thousands. They are engendered 
by rage after money, as the chief good of men. 
This wide-spread evil nothing can control, but a 
full persuasion of the soul's inestimable worth* Es- 
tablish this, immediately every false defiling idea of 
gain and worldly prosperity appears in its folly and 
deformity. Trade will then be carried on with tem- 
perance of affection ; an enlightened conscience, like 
a vigilant sentinel, will sound an alarm in everjr hour 
of danger, and enable the man of business to conquer 
what led him captive before. For to all that would 
lead him to transgress, he wUl naturally new say, as 
he feels, ^' What is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul ? and what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?" 

Further, the ground of peal prayer, and success in 
it, entirely depends in knowledge of the soul's worth. 
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Hypocrisy J in addresses from one man to another, 
h detestable ; how much more in confessions' or 
petitions before God ? Yet prayer can be no better 
than hypocrisy, till the supplicant feels the worth of 
his immortal spirit. Wrath revealed against sin^ 
deliverance from its dominion and defilement, sup- 
plies (rf grace and spiritual consolation, are empty 
sounds, till the salvation of the soul is our grand 
concern. For, in the nature of things, there can be 
no cries to God from the heart in prayer, where we 
apprehend no great misery, if we fail ; nor hc^ for 
any considerable advantage, though crowned with 
success. We may, indeed, personate in a closet, or 
at church, a man in earnest seeking after God, by 
constantly using the prayers one of that character 
would pour out before him with the noblest scnsi- 
bili^. But til! we are deeply conscious of the souPs 
worth, we act a part on our knees in secret, or at 
church, as much as players do upon the stage. We 
appear at certain times in a character no more our 
own, than what they assume on the theatre, is theirs. 
Hence miiltitudes, constantly engage in acts of de- 
votion, remain grossly ignorant and utteriy unaf- 
fected by every thing they profess to believe, and 
day by day seem to implore. Their confessions are 
deceitful, their prayers heartless, and their thanks- 
giving without gratitude. They are ridiculous to 
men of sense, the triumph of the profane, and an 
oflfence continually in the sight of God : for he must 
receive services just as they are ; and where nothing 
but outward homage and fine words are offered up 
to him, nothing can be obtained. Sin is not par- 
doned, nor one evil temper subdued. All the fruit 
of such feigned intercourse with God is to flatter 
self-love, and harden men in presumption, till their 
hypocrisy be at once fully discovered, and punished 
as it deserves. 
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On the contraiy, deep consciousness of yoursoul's 
worth wUl qualify you for evciy act of devotion. 
Godly sorrow for sin will attend confession of it, 
when lamented as an enemy to your immortal inter* 
est With ardour and importuni^ you will im- 
plore grace and pardon, when their value are felt as 
inseparably connected with eternal life. Most 
hearty and lively will be your thanksgiving for spi- 
ritual mercies, when they are known to be absolute- 
ly necessary to prepare the soul for everlasting Mu 
city, and save it from endless torments. 

It follows, therefore, that in the same degree as 
we ought to value a preservative from iniquity, and 
the only possible incitement to use aright the solemn 
acts of devotion to which we are called, the worth 
€>f the soul must be acknowledged, since, from this 
aeknowledgment alone, both must spring. 
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SUNDAY IIL 

CHAP. UU 
On Carefulness to save the SouL 

1 HE supreme wisdom of labouring in the first 
place to save the soul will best appear from com- 
paring this object with those of chief value amongst 
men. These are beauty, honour, knowledge, and 
wealth. The lovely form, which so easily capti* 
vates the heart of man, and fills the mind which 
pwns it with self-exalting thoughts, little deserves 
the idolatrous regard it receives. No power on 
earth can insure it from the waste of time, from the 
blast of disease, or the luitimely stroke of death. 
The place of honour, or the enchantments of popu- 
lar applause, are of little worth, because subject to 
all the caprice of fickle-minded men. How niany^ 
once the favourites of their king, the idols of a na. 
tion, have lived to see their envied honours wither 
round them, and their name sink into oblivion, if 
not contempt ! Ambition for literary fame, and ac- 
quisition of knowledge, is no less liable to utter 
disapix)intment. In one fatal hour a fever or par- 
alytic stroke may disorder your brain, or wipe 
away from your memory the very traces of all the 
treasure so carefully committed to its keeping. Thus 
may you be left a sad survivor of yourself ; a mor* 
tifying spectacle to human pride ; a melancholy ir- 
resistible proof how easily men may rate the attain- 
ment even of knowledge in arts and sciences higher 
than it deserves. 

If your great aim in life be to command all exter- 
nal advantages, which can minister to vanity or plea- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



::6 COMPLETE DUTT OF MAN. 

sure, your pursuit is not only low and despicable, but 
your enjoyment p/ecarioOs to the last degree. Life 
itself, the foundation of your joys, is but a vapour 
that soon vanishes away. Every day we see some 
opulent sons of industry rooted out of their dwellings, 
and commanded away into another world, where not 
a mite of all their gain can follow them. 

But suppose your affections more laudably engross* 
fed by love of your offspring, whom to neglect would 
be worse than brutish — ^)'et here you may much ex* 
Ceed all reasonable bounds, and only prepare for your- 
feelf insufferable anguish. You are utterly impotent 
to preserve from fierce disease, or violent death, the 
beloved image of your own person. When out of 
your sight, or at a distance, you may, like Siseia^s 
fond mother, chide its delay, and be asking, (prompt- 
ed by impatient l)ve), why is my son, or daughter, 
so long in coming? when the all- wise God has been 
pleased to take away the desire of your eyes with a 
stroke. 

Thus it appears from a just survey of every object 
to uliich men can give themselves up, how vain it is, 
when weighed in the balance with a supreme con- 
cern for the salvation of the soul. Whatever you can 
pursue, this excepted, a very degrading circumstance 
necessarily attends it ; it can be no better than an 
annuity for life, the value of which each succeeding 
year greatly diminishes, and at the hour of death, the 
whole must end for ever. 

On the contrary, if you are only solicitous to save 
your soul, the unexpected disasters, inevitiible disap- 
pointments, and sudden death, which scourge and' 
harass the children of this world, will be affecting 
proofs of the wisdom and unrivalled excellency of 
your choice. Tlie shame, grief, and rage, so frequent 
amone:stdiSiipj)oint(.dmen, will proclaim you blessed, 
who, feeling the worth of your soul, seek its eternal 
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welfare, by a constant intercourse with its Creator, 
Redeemer, and sanclifier. Then you may set at de- 
fiance the army of evils, so terrible to all who have 
their portion here. That army may call forth and try 
your faith and patience, but hurt your soul it cannot. 
In every possible circumstance, the wise choice you 
have made, will at once cover } ou as armour, and 
fill you with a hope full of immortality. Arc you 
poor, and despised for being so ?. You have examples 
and prospects before you, more than sufficient to bear 
up your spirits* You see your own case in the infid^ 
lible history of the saints of God, who were destitute 
and afflicted, and in that wonderful contrast of mean* 
ness and grandeur, extreme poverty and immense 
wealth of soul, the dying Lazarus. With gladness 
of heart you will confess the deepest distress, and the 
surest titie to gloiy may for a small moment unite ia 
the same person. In ever}' case were supreme at« 
tention to the soul's good has taken place, and been 
manifest in faith and love, poverty, however ex- 
treme, afflictions, however long continued, must add 
both to the weight and brightness of your eternal 
crown. 

In sickness, also, the supreme wisdom of caring 
above all things for the soul shines out with great 
brighmess. For though health be essential to sensi- 
tive happiness, and pining disease leaves no enjoy^ 
ments to the proud and unbelieving, yet, in this 
case, all who have sought after the salvation of their 
soul in God's own appointed way, find sources of 
consolation sufficient to preserve them from wild 
impatience, or miserable dejection of mind. Inspir- 
ed "with lively edifying meekness of spirit, they re- 
ceive the chastisement of their heavenly Father, ef- 
fectually to purge away still more of the dross 
which cleaves to their souls. Their spiritual welfare 
{more prized than health, strength, or natural life) 
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reconciles them to correction, so supremely useful 
to it. The whole man miserably suffers in time of 
sickness and pain, when the soul has been despised ; 
when valued, and instructed in divine truth, the in* 
ferior part alone feels the pressure. 

To advance a step farther : Death, the detector of 
all cheats, and touchstone of true worth, will confirm 
the excellency of your conduct, in caring above all 
things for your soul. On the bed of death, the gay, 
the prosperous, and the noble, who have lived in 
pleasure upon earth, hang down tlieir heads. Dis* 
tiessing indeed is iheir situation ; so unprepared for 
tlieir change ; the loss all their delights is come up- 
on them ; their dissolution can promise them noth- 
ing, if it forebode not evil insupportable. To Chris* 
tians who have felt the worth of their souls, every 
thii'g about them wears another aspect. Must they 
lea\ c this world ? It has been already long ago re* 
nounced. Must they part with all temporal benefits 
for ever ? How placid the surrender, when the 
ricl es of eternity are theirs ! No repining, no striv. 
inj? to get a reprieve from the sentence of deaths 
wjiich has been habituJllly expected to translate their 
souls to everlasting rest. 

In fact, abundant proofs have been given in their 
last hours (when mortal disease left reason unimpair- 
ed) by all who have been duly careful to save their 
souls, of their excellent choice. Those strong lines 
of Dr. Young's justly describe the happy few, whose 
souls have been more precious to them than every 
earthly object. 

The chamber where the christian meeta his fate^ 

Js firivileg^d bcyo7id the common ivaik 

Of virtuous lift n ^tiite in f he verge of heaven : 

God waits not the last moment ; no^ he owns his friends 

On this side deaths and fioints them out tonun^ 

A lecture silent^ but of sovereign /tower* 
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These several great advantages, arising from su« 
preme care for the soul, arc still more valuable, be* 
cause in no instance uncertain. You may brave the 
thickest dangers of war, aini deserve its richest re- 
wards, yet fall an early victim in the bloody fight, 
or after it have your services forgotten. You may 
bum with uncxtinguishable ardour to stand high 
in the rank of scholars, and ruin your health by ex- 
cessive study, yet die mortified at the littleness of 
your reputation. Your labour, to succeed in trade 
may be incessant, yet through a diousand circum- 
stances, out of your power, disappointment may 
meet you at every turn, and poverty be your lot. 
The favour of patrons, friends, and relations, may be 
assiduously courted, and appear promising as you 
could wish; yet you may be basely supplanted, and 
others receiving the benefits you were in idea grasp- 
ing; the very name of patrons, friends, and relations^ 
may be bitter to your remembrance. The world 
CYtry day exhibits instances of disappointment in 
each of the cases above described. But if you have 
sought the salvation of your soul, through faith in 
Christ, which works by love, you stand exalted above 
every change incident to the things of time. You 
have to do with God only as your chief good, in 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 
You may be rich, therefore, or poor, high or low 
in your station, beloved or slighted by friends, pat- 
rons, or relations; you may enjoy health, or be 
oppressed with mortal disease ; whilst in each state, 
should you ask what method you could have best 
taken for your own peace, comfort, and felicity ? 
Reason, conscience, experience, and scripture, will 
unanimously reply to your question, the very method 
you have, that of caring for your soul above all things. 
Like a prudent factor, in a distant land, who, in- 
^»d of lavishing his gain in volui)tuousness, yearly 
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remits il home» that, after all dangers and toils, he 
may enjoy his native country with ease and honour; 
so you will be daily growing rich and more rich. 
Sure, through death, to enter into that pure aiicj 
blessed world, where, amidst congratulating saints 
and angels, you shall take possession of an inherit-^ 
ance prepared for your soul, incorruptible and undci 
fled, and that fadetli not away, reserved for you. 



THANKSGIVING £s? PRAYER, 

Suited to the preceding subject. 

WE thank thee, O Fadier of the spirits of alt 
flesh, for breathing into man a soul capable of 
receiving the knowledge of thy wondrous works 
and infinite perfections, and dwelling in the delight-* 
ful view of them for ever. Deliver u$, we humbly 
beseech thee, from diat wilful ignorance, and stupid 
contempt of our souls, natural to all, and generally 
prevailing in every place. Rescue us, with a mighty- 
arm, from the enslaving power of this present evil 
world ; from the enchantment of sinful pleasure and 
earthly comforts, and anxious care for the body : lest 
these things make us inattentive to the welfare of our 
immortal souls. By thy power and grace preserve us 
from the infection of unreasonable and wicked men, 
who have not faith ; and, from being overcome with 
fear of their reproaches, to join in their profane neg- 
lect of salvation. Wherever we are, still sound, O 
blessed God ! in our ears, What is a man profited, if 
he shall gain the whole worlds and lose his own soul? 
and what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?. 
Continually dispose us to avoid all such things as 
will be hurtful, and to follow after those things which 
will be profitable to our salvation. 
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.Have compassion, O God! on the vast multitude 
who sell their souls for nought, and are at ease, 
though oil the point of perishingfor ever. Cause 
the scales to fall from their eyes. Take away from 
them all hardness of heart, contempt of thy word, 
and cruelty toivards themselves, that their souls may 
be saved in flie day of the Lord. We ask it for 
Christ*s sake our only Mediator and Redeemer, in 
whom we trust. — Amen. 



SUNDAY IV. 

CHAP. IV. 

The Scripture Character of GoA 

1 HE first duty of a Christian, which must be in^ 
violably kept, is to think of God, in full agree* 
ment of the revelation he hath given of himself; to 
meditate on this with diligence, humility, and prayer, 
not daring to indulge fallacious reasonings, lest, form- 
ing an imaginary God, he should worship the crea-' 
ture of his own brain. 

This absolute submission of the understanding tcf 
divine revelation will not be thought in the least dis-^ 
honourable, if it be considered, that, in our present 
state of corruption, we are utterly unable to form just 
conceptions of God, when, leaving the guidance of 
scripture, we put ourselves in the condition of unen- 
lightened heathens. Their errors on this most import-^ 
ant subject, as universal as they were lamentable, dc- 
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cisivjely prove the weakness of human understanding, 
and the. gross ignorance in man, of God his maker. 
I shall, therefore, lay before you what the scripture 
teaches on this fundamental article of belief; and, in 
absolute submission to it. delineate the character of 
the blessed God, as he himself hath drawn it ; that, 
knowing the divine nature, we may pay unto him 
the honour due unto his name ; and understanding 
his adorable excellency, may cry out, ** Great and 
marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; just 
and true are thy ways, thou King of Saints ! who 
shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name ?*' 

The scripture teaches us the eternal existence . of 
God. All other beings once were not; and the 
sam^ power which gave them life could reduce them 
to their original nothing. He, on the contrary, from 
all eternity , in essence, felicity, and perfection, has 
been what he now is, and will remain eternally. 
The things which are seen compel us to acknow- 
ledge this incomprehensible truth. And agreeing 
with this proof is his own declaration: ** 1 am that I 
am: the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity. '• 
. Nearly allied to the eternal existence, is the im- 
mutability of God. His purposes and decrees, his 
love and hatred, remain the same towards their re- 
spective objects. " I am the Lord, I change not. In 
iim is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. ^' 
God is called a rock, to teach us, that as this coiitin- 
ues immoveable, whilst the surrounding ocean is in 
perpetual fluctuation, so, whilst the whole creation is 
changeable, capable of new additions with respect to^ 
their knowledge, power, or degrees of felicity, God 
alone is absolutely the same, yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever. 

God is a spirit, i. e. possesses, in the highest pos- 
sible degree, understanding, will, consciousness, and 
activity, in these properties every spirit stands ex-. 
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alted' above matter, and is distinguished from it. But 
though this difference be sufficient to help our weak 
conccjitkms to separate between matter and spirit, as 
dbjects of a totally different nature ; yet scripturd 
teaches us, that God surpasses in excellence all crea- 
ted spirits, infinitely more than they do the material 
creation. For we are to conceive of him, not only 
as a living, intelligent, active being, essentially dis* 
tinct from all the bodies our eyes behold, but as pos- 
sessirig perfections which belong to no spirit he has 
formed; and infinitely dbtam from every imperfec- 
tion adhering to them ; such as, their existence 
wtthin certain limits, their ignorance in numberless 
instances, and their defects in excellency ; whilst the 
Fadier of the spirits of all flesh is omnipresent, infinite 
in knowledge, wisdom, power, and every pcrfec 
tion. The univ^erse, which entirely owes its ex- 
istence to his creating power, is not only govenjed, 
but incessantly sustained by him; and the whole 
unmcasurable frame pervaded by his all enlivening 
influence. Do not I Jill heaven and earth/ saith the 
Ltird^ This divine perfection is described with 
e(]tial sublimity and force in the scripture, Ps» 
cxxxix. H^hither shall I go from the spirit ? or 
whithtr shall IJtee from thy presence ? If I ascend 
up into heaven (the regions above the firmament) 
thou art there ; I should find myself not only within 
dte limits of thy sovereign dominion, but under thy 
immediate inspection. If I make my bed in helU 
plunging into the unknown mansions of the dead, 
and the. invisible world, where even imagination 
loses itself, behold! thou art there. If, with the 
swiftness of the sun's rising ray, I could convey my- 
self to the uttermost part of the western world, even 
there shall thy hand lead me and thy right hand shall 
hold me. in thee I shall exist, thy presence shall 
surround me ; thy enlivening power shall support 
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my frame. If I say. surely the darkness shall cover 
me, even the night shall be light about me ; yea, the 
darkness hideth not from thee, but the night shneth 
as the day; the darkness and light are both alike to 
thee. 

The scripture having thus forcibly described the 
presence of God, with all things actually existing, 
exalts his glory still higher, by teaching us that his 
immensity reaches beyond the bounds of the creation. 
We are commanded to say, with holy admiration, to 
the God of our li\ es, Behold, the heaven of heavens 
sannot contain thee! I Kings viii. 

The omnipresent God is almighty. Everj^ creat- 
ed agent can only fashion his work from material* 
already prepared, which he cannot make. The 
glorious God commands things into being. He is 
not beholden to matter for its existence, as of service 
to him in the formation of , the world ; for had this 
been self-existent, it must have been imn)utub*e too. 
On the contrary, all things, whether material or 
spiritual^ stood up l^efore the mighty God at his call, 
and were created at his pleasure. The heavens and 
all the host of them^ the earth, and all things which 
are therein, are the work of his hands; by the 
word of the Lord were the heavens made, and all the 
host of them by the breath of his mouth I the 
Lord have made the earth, and created men upon it* 
1 have stretched out the heavens y and all their host 
have I commanded. 

The same almighty power of God, to which the 
whole creation owes its birth, is maiiifested by the 
disposition and preservation of the world in order 
and harmony. He watereth the earth, and blesseth 
the increase of it. He cover eth the heavens with 
clouds, and prepareth rain for the earth. He giveth 
snow like wool, and scatter eth the hoar frost like 
ashes. He divideth the sea with his power ^ and lay- 
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0th tip the depths in storehouses: fire andhail^ storm 
^^nd tempest, fulfil his word. 

The steady course ot nature, which profane men 
consider as the eflFect of necessity, is the unerring 
agency of his almighty power. It is he alone who 
makes the day-spring know its place, and stretches 
out the shadow of the evening. He commands thi 
sun to shine by day. and the moon by night ; he pre • 
pares a place for the rain, and a way for the lights 
ning and thunder. He makes the herds to grow upon 
the earth. The hand of the Lord doth all these 
things. 

The scripture teaches us to conceive what is the 
infinite power of God, by declaring that in a moment 
he can dissolve the whole frame of nature. Human 
force must labour hard to demolish what cost it se- 
vere toil to erect ; but with greater ease than we can 
utter a word, the Most High changes the face of the 
creation, and destroys what seemed to be of endless 
duration. He removes the mountains^ and they know 
it not ; he overtumeth them in his anger. He com- 
mandeth the sun. and it riseth not, and sealeth up the 
stars. He shaketh the earth out of its place j and the 
pillars thereof tremble. The pillars of heaven 
tremble^ and are astonished at his reproof. The 
mountains quake at him, cmd the kdls melt^ and the 
earth is burnt at his presence. 

But in the attribute ^f irresistible power, coasi- 
dered by itself, there is no loveliness. To contem- 
plate it with pleasure as the object of adoration and 
trust, we must behold it in union with other perfec- 
tions* In such union it subsists in God : for his 
knowledge and wisdom are equal to his power. 
More clearly docs he comprehend his own eternity, 
tfian we our temporary existence ; more perfectly his 
own immensity, than we our limited condition of 
be^ ; more certainly his own extent of wisdom and 
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poller, than we the tbou|;tits whidipa^throii|^ am* 
minds. His understanding, therefore, is propcdy 
^d to be infinite. 

But if he knows himself, he must know also the 
work of his own hands ; for the meanest artificer, 
though imperfectly aqqu^nted with the nature of 
the mwiteriais he works on, knows every efiect de- 
pending on his own vduntary opeiation. 3ince9 
therefore, from the greatest to the least, in heaven 
or earth, the ha^d oifGod has formed, and his pro- 
vidence preserves them all, the whole must be tbp- 
roughly known to him , and, wherever his power 
works, liis understanding must discern. The vast 
fabric, therefore, of the universe, all its laws and 
furniture, with every event from first to last, are 
known ui)to him* The countless hosts of sinless 
angels, and the world of apostate ones ; the long 
progeny of mankind, with all tlie designs, desires, 
and thoughts which have been in the mind of eacl> 
individual, and all the words which have ever fled 
from their lips, fall under his notice. With infalli- 
ble comprehensiqn, he knows all the active princi- 
ples of the spirits he has formed ; how thev will be 
moved by the presence of every object which can 
come before them ; how they will act upon every 
temptation that can try them, and in every circqm- 
stance in which they can he placed. These ideas of 
the blessed God, his own or^l^s pommand us to con.- 
ceive. *' The ways of man are before the Lordi and 
he pondered! all his goings. The eye^ qftbc Lord 
are in every place. He looketh to tl^e ends of the 
earth, and seqth under the whole heaveii- The Lord 
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all imagina^ 
tions of the thouglits. He knoweth the things 
that conie into our mind, ^very one of them. AJi 
things are naked and open unt;o the eyes of him with 
^vhom we have to do." 
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^ned with this absolute perfection of knowledge 
in God, is wisdom, or the best exercise and im- 
provement of knowledge. In wisdom he superin- 
tends and adjusts all parts of the universe ; so that, 
whatever changes any of them undergo, their use- 
fulness and connexion with each other are uniform- 
ly preserved. He accomplishes his purposes, through 
means to human apprehension most unlikely. He 
founds the highest manifestation of his glory on 
what depraved men despise and deride, and in the 
glaring weakness of his agents, displays the excel- 
lency of his own powbr. He entangles the rulers 
of darkness in their own net; and by their own 
stratagems nrins aH their laboured designs. The 
greatest cruelty of Satan and his instruments, he 
mak^s subservient to a scheme of eternal mercy, aiul 
over- rules the apostacy of Adam to display his mani- 
fold wisdom to men and angels. *' For he has estab- 
lished the world in wisdom, and stretched out tlie 
heavens by his discretion. He is wonderful in coun- 
sel and excellent in working. The foolishness of God 
is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men. He disappointeth the devices of 
the crafty, so that they caimot perform their enter- 
prizes. His counsels stand for ever, and the thoughts 
of his heart from generation to generation,'^ 

The several perfections of Godi which have been 
placed before you, are called, by way of distinction, 
his natural perfections. The more we consider 
them, the higher must our admiration and our aston- 
ishment rise. For who can meditate on eternity, 
omnipresence, omniscience, almighty power, and 
infinite wisdom, without feeling they are subjects top 
big for any created understanding to take in ? But 
his moral perfections we can comprehend with great 
cleartiess. And it is as possessing these in union 
with his natural^ that God claims all possible re ver- 
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cnce, fear, love, trust, and obedience. On tbcflT 
perfections we shall treat in the next chapter. 



SUNDAY V. 

CHAP. V. 
The Scripture Character of God. 

1 HE first of God^s moral perfections, which we 
shall consider, is his goodness. By this we mean 
the exercise of his almighty power in freely commu- 
nicating excellency and happiness to his creature^, 
as seemeth right to his own uifinite understanding. 
" The Lord is good unto all, and his tender mercies 
are over all his works. He openeth his hand, and 
satisfieth every living thing. He is the father of 
mercies, and the God of all consolation : the earth 
is full of the goodness of the Lord." 

So strong in its propensity is his goodness, and 
so wide in its extent, as to bless even rebels against 
his government,, and enemies <p his truth. " He 
- causeth his sun to shine, and his rain to fall on the 
evil and on the good, on the just and on the unjust. 
He endures, with much long-suffering, the vessels 
of wrath fitted for destruction." He encourages, he 
commands them to return to him. *' Let the wicked 
forsake his ways, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, and he 
will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he. 
will abundantly pardon. Come now, and let us rea- 
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901! together: thou^ your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as w hite as snow ; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.'' Lest these asseve- 
rations should not entirely remove every suspicion of 
God s willingness to pardon the most enormous of- 
fenders, upon their application to him ; because he 
could swear by no greater, he swears by himself, 
** As 1 live, saith the Lord, 1 have no pleasure in the 
death of him that dieth; wherefore, turn, and live ye.'* 
Add that all who should ever hear his word might 
believe his glorious goodness thus large, he passed 
before Moses, and proclaimed, " The Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin." 
But to prevent such divine goodness from being 
totally misconstrued into a presumption, that were 
pardon is so freely offered to the worst of men, on 
thjeir return to God, there cannot be in his nature 
an everlasting abhorrence of evil ; to prevent this 
fatal error, the scripture is full and peremptory in 
representing the " holiness" of God, that essential 
disposition of his all-perfect mind, which is infinitely 
opposite to all evil. For as his power excludes eve- 
ry idea of weakness in him, and his wisdom and 
knowledge, the possibility of mistake or ignorance, 
so, his holiness is opposed to all moral imperfection 
or sin, and is to be considered not as a single attri- 
bute only, but as the harmony of them all ** the beau- 
ty of the Lord ;" since nothing could be mentioned 
to the honour of God without holiness, separate 
fi ora this, all other excellencies' of the divine nature 
Would be inglorious. His wisdom would deserve 
no better name than that of subtlety, nor his power 
' than that of dreadful. Wherefore, those exalted 
si)irits, who know best the glories of the divine na- 
ture, make heaven refund with their celebration of 
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this attribute, ^* Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
Hosts^" Such a' peculiar regardwe find paid to it 
by the blessed God, that, in confirmation of the pnn 
imises of the everlasting covenant, he saith. Once 
have IswofTP b^ my holinessy that I wUl not lie unto 
David. Psa)m» Ixxxix. 

Inseparable from the holiness of God, is thecon^ 
tinual notice he takes of the behaviour of each indi- 
vidual respecting himself and his law. O^i this part 
of his character, the necessity of our absolute sub* 
jection to him depends* For, was God eitfcer ignor- 
ant of what men do> or judged it insignificant, we 
should have no more cause to retain an- awe of him 
upon our minds> than if we were athiests ; since 
it is not the existence of God, but his moral govern* 
mentof the world, which calls for our love, esteem, 
trust, and obedience. To take away, therefcre, ad 
ground of suspecting the least want of attention in 
our Creator, to our dieportment and the tempers of 
our heart, arising from hiaovm glorious majesty andE 
our meanness; to root odt this pernicious opinion, 
which desire of sinning with impunity, leads us all t<f 
cherish, the blessed God teaches us that he takes er- 
act cognizance of all we do, speak, think, desire, 
and design, determined to judge us accordingly. 
" His eyes behold, and his eye-Iids try the children of 
men. The Lord is a God of knowledge ; by him 
actions are weighed. 1 the Lord sesu-ch the heart, T 
try the reins, even to give every man according to 
his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.*'- 
Jer. xvii. 10. 

And lest a conclusion should be drawn from the^ 
troubles and afflictions of the righteous, that Godf 
is not a rewarder of them who diligentiy seek him ; 
or from the pro^rity of the wicked, that he will not 
punish evil-doers, the scripture entirely removes all* 
foundation for such a thought, by declaring that God* 
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hath appointed a day, in which he will judge the 
world in righteousness, and the people by his truth, 
that so every man may receive the things done in his 
body, whether they be good or bad. 

Not that the end of time, and the day of judgment 
is the only period when God makes a difference be- 
tween those who serve him, and those who serve him 
not. He represents himself, in the strongest terms, 
as a God continually exercising distinguishing love 
to his faithful people, whilst he is insupportably ter- 
rible to his enemies. Not content with giving to the 
former express assurances of present protection, and 
of salvation in the eternal world, he declares, that he 
maintains with them a constant intercourse of friend- 
ship, making such discoveries to them of his iiature, 
truth, and tender love for their souls, as the ungodly 
will not believe is possible. That in tvery season of 
extraordinary temptation, he secretly endues their 
souls with much strength, and gives them power to 
come out of the field of battle more than conquerors. 
A hirge part of scripture is taken up in representing 
this matter, from whence we shall select a few passa- 
ges. ** The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, 
and his ear is open to their cry. The steps of a good 
man are ordered by the Lord, and he delighteth in? 
his way ; though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast 
down, for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand : 
for the Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his 
saints r they are preserved for ever. The Lord is a 
light and defence : He will give grace and glory, 
and no good thing will he withhold from them that 
lead a godly life. The secret of the Lord is widi 
them that fear him, and he will shew them his cove- 
nant. The Lord sitteth above the water-floods, the 
Lord remaineth a king for ever. The Lord will give 
stnength unto his people ; the Lord will give his peo- 
ple the blessing of peace. No weapon that is forn^*- 
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ed against thee shall prosper, and every tongue that 
riseth against thee in judgment, thou shalt condemiu' 
Thib is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and 
their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.'* 

The substance of all these inestimable promises, 
made to believers in all ages, is emphatically con« 
firmed afresh in the New Testament. ** If any man 
loveth me, saith Clirist, he will keep my command- 
ments, and I and the Father will love him, and will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him.'* 
The certain enjoyment of such a peculiar manifesta- 
tion of God*s love, St. Paul urges as a sufficient ar- 
gument to engage men, for the sake of Christ, to re- 
nounce the religion of their father's house, and bid 
defiance to a world of idolaters in arms against them. 
" Wherefore, come out from among them, and be 
ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing (what is 
ofiered to idols), and I will receive you, and be a 
Father to you, and ye shall be my sons and daugh* 
ters, saith the Lord Almighty/' 

Weigh well these passages of holy writ, and you 
will see, in a strong light, how much the high and 
lofty One, who inhabiteth eternity, regards the con- 
duct of his reasonable creatures, to whom he sends 
his truth ; since, in every instance, without respect 
of persons, he is not ashamed to call himself the 
friend, the father, and the exceeding great reward of 
the faithful in Christ Jesus. He does not think it 
beneath his infinite majesty to engage his word and 
oath, that he will never leave them, nor forsake them; 
but will, after conducting them with safety and 
honour through this life, call them up into his imme- 
diate presence and glory. 

On the other hand, we have demonstration, that 
it is essential to his nature to punish, insupportably, 
all enemies to his government, and despisers of his 
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truth, dying in their sins. Hear the revelation of 
the wrath from heaven against obstinate opposers of 
his authority ; and doubt, if 3rou can, whether he is 
concerned to maintain his own cause. 

*' The Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord 
of lords, a great God, a mighty and terrible, which 
regardeth not persons, nor taketh rewards. If I 
whet my glittering sword, and my hand lay hold on 
judgment, I will render vengeance to my enemies^ 
and will reward them that hate me. I will make my 
arrows drunk with blood. The adversaries of the 
Lord shall be; broken jto pieces ; out of heaven shall 
he thunder upon them. God is angry with the wicked 
every day. If he turn not, he will whet his sword. 
He hath bent his bow, and made it ready. Upon 
the ungodly he will rain snares, fire and brimstone, 
and a terrible tempest — ^ihis shall be their portion to 
drink. For the righteous Lord loveth righteousness, 
his countenance will behold the thing that is just. 
The Lord will come with fire, and with his chariots^ 
like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and 
his rebukes with flames of fire ; for by fire and his 
sword will tte Lord plead with all flesh, and the slain 
of the Lord shall be many. And they shall go forth 
and look upon the men who have transgressed 
against me; for their worm shall not die, neithet 
shall their fire be quenched, and they shall be an ab- 
horring utito all flesh.*' 

To comment on these declarations, would enfetble 
them ; and to suppose them figurative, in such a de- 
gree as not most emphatically to affirm God's ever- 
lasting abhorrence of sin, and his unchangeable pur- 
pose to cast into hell all wlio die hi their sins, is to 
contradict them. The great end for which 30 many 
terrible representations of God's indignation are pub- 
lished in his word, is expressed fn this sentence : 
*^ Hear ye, and give ear, for the Lord hath spoken. Be- 
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hold, I will execute judgment ; vengeance is mine ; 
1 Will repay." 

Though too many, therefore, fancy the Deity is 
all mercy, and, for reasons respecting their own case^ 
affect to be shocked at the notion of a God who will 
ndt let the wicked pass unpuimhed, yet He, who 
cannot deceive, or be destitute of perfect benevo- 
lence towards men, (since he was made flesh, and 
dweh amongst us); He confirms all the denunciations 
of wrath now placed before you. He declares tliat, 
in the last day, all nations shall be gathered before the 
throne of his glory ; at which most awful hour, in 
the hearing of the whole rational creation, he will say- 
to all them pn the left hand, i. e. to all incorrigible 
sinners, " Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels.*^ 

i'hus his own inspired penmen represent the Al- 
mighty as a just God and a Saviour; overflowing 
in the riches of his grace towards his obedient chil- 
dren, and just to those who despise him, in bringing 
upon them all the curses written in the book of the 
law. By this uncliangeable disposition towards 
both, he appears infinitely holy and reverend. 

But if the character of God was marked out to us 
only by his own positive declarations, we should 
(such is our nature) be very faintly impressed by 
them. To give his character weight sufficient to re- 
gulate our practice, it must be made still more con- 
spicuous, by things already done. Facts, no more to 
be doubted from the audiority which relates them, 
than if they had been done before our eyes, must as- 
certain ihp very same perfections in God, which his 
word declares he possesses. Accordingly, the 
scripture account of his manner qf dealing, Iwth with 
angels and men, is a demonstration, level to every 
capacity, that he* is good, merciful, and holy ; aboun- 
ding in love towards his faithful people, but jealous 
to revenge his nuarrel iipon all his enemies. 
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SUNDAY VI. 

CHAP. VI. 
The Perfections of God, exemplliied by Facts. 

W ITH respect to his goodness, it shines fortl^ 
in all the excellencies and biiss which the angels 
possess, who never left the state in which they were 
formed, and in man, as he stood in his original 
righteousness. The signatures of divine goodness 
were so strongly impressed upon him, as to excite 
envy in one who had bt* en an angel himself before 
the throne of glory. Adam was created full of know- 
ledge, in perfect purity and happiness, invested with 
dominion over the whole animal creation, in the 
image of God. He was not only conscious of his 
power, but maintained uninterrupted communion 
with him. In this state of perfection Adam was 
made, possessing it for himself and his whole pro- 
geny, till his own wilful and detestable revolt from 
his Maker lost it alL 

Who can believe this account of man's original 
hq)p^ness, recorded in the oracles of God, and not 
admire his benevolence? Who can survey the riches 
of Adam's original condition, compared to which, 
Solomon, in all his glory, was poor, mean, and 
wretched, and not cry out. Good and gracious is the 
Lord, who formed his immortal creature, man, in 
such felicity ! Here his goodness is found, in fact, 
fully equal to every declaration of it in his word. 

And when, through envy and malice of the devil, 
operating upon our first parents, in a manner too 
mysterious for us to comprehend, Adam revolted 
from his Maker, requiting all his bounty with the 
execrable insult of believing Satan a better friend to 
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his welfare than God; though the hideous act could 
not but draw innumerable miseries after it, still, in 
these circumstances, the goodness of God shines 
brighter than it did, even at the first creation of man ; 
and, where sin abounded, grace does much more 
abound. For God is pleased to revive our most 
criminal and des{)onding parents, with a promise of 
salvation. Astonishing love ! with a promise of 
sending an invincible Redeemer, in our flesh, who 
should come, not to be adored, but defamed as con- 
federate with the devil; and crucified as a blasphe- 
mer, but on his cross should bruise Satan's head. — 
*' Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins.'' Did God say of his most idolatrous peo- 

fie, *' How shall 1 give thee up, Ephraim ? How shall 
deliver thee, Israel? My heart is turned within me, 
my repentings are kindled together?" What then 
must be the workings of his love towards his only 
begotten Son, when he was delivered up for our of- 
fences ? When God seemed to divest himself of the 
qualities of a father, and act towards Christ as an in- 
censed Judge? *' Herein God commendeth his love, 
he places it in the highest point of light in which 
men or angels can behold it, in that, whilst we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us." 

Such amazing and irresistible proofs of his good- 
ness, has God been pleased to give to the children ofc 
men. 

In as palpable a manner he has demonstrated the 
glorious holiness of his nature. There was once, we 
read, war in Heaven — Satan and his angels rose up 
in enmity against their Maker. They were called 
stars of heaven, from the height and splendour of 
their state ; yet, no sooner did they sin, than they 
were stripj)ed bare of every honour, covered witi 
everlasting shame, plunged into a bottomless abyss 
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of woe, and an impassable gulf w» fixed between 
them and their ofilnded Creator. *^ He spared not 
the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, 
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be 
reserved unto judgment." 

This single fact demonstrates, the Lord our God 
is holy. For should a king, famed through the 
woi'id for wisdom and mercy, comniand nobles near- 
est his ilirone to be loaded with fetters, and cast in- 
to dungeons, refusing to look on them again with 
&vour, or h^ar one word in mitigation of their doom ; 
who would not conclude their offence was an insuf- 
ferable provocation? Wc must draw the same 
conclusion, when we read, that the only wise God, 
who delighteth in mercy, has yet, in the greatness 
of his displeasure, cast down from their thrones, 
where his own hand had placed them, so many shin- 
ing angels, and made them examples, suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire. 

This proof we cannot deny, without renouncing 
die Christian faitli. And the next 1 shall produce, 
we cannot doubt, without denyiiig the evidence of 
our senses, because we all feel the execution of a 
sentence denounced nearly six thousand years ap^, 
upon the human race, for dhe offence. The threat- 
ening was, that Adam should immediately suffer 
spiritual death, by losing the image of God, in which 
he was made ; that after a life spent in toil and sor- 
row, his body should return to the dust from whence 
it was taken, and, with natural, eternal death, we 
know was connected, by the subsequent declaration 
of scripture, unless a Redeemer had been given. 
This, we have no doubt, he escaped, whilst the sen- 
tence, in the two former parts of it, is to this hour 
executed on us all. For what have we in the place 
of Adam's original power, but weakness ? What, for 
his divine light and knowledge, but ignorance? What 
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in the room of his peace and communion with God,- 
but natural dislike to him, and distressing fears, 
about his intentions concerning us ? What^ instead 
of Adam's original purity, but a heart so deceitful, 
and so desperately wicked, that God alone can know 
it ? And in the place of an Eden, contrived by infi- 
nite power and wisdom for happiness, what but a 
world of confusion and sin, a vale of misery, a field 
of battle? 

If you ask, whence comes this total reverse of cir- 
eumstances, between the first man in innocence, and 
his posterity? He who in justice ordained it, gives 
us this awful account. By the offence of c-ne, judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation — By one 
man's disobedience, many were made sinners. Pon- 
der this in your heart, and you will not be able to re- 
frain from crying out, " Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of hosts." 

Further, the dreadful execution of his wrath, 
known in all the world, puts out of dispute the ho- 
liness of God. Before the death even <rf ail their 
children, who saw Adam an exile from Pamdise, 
the fountains of the great deep are broken up, and 
the windows of heaven opened to destroy the whole 
human race then on earth, except eight persons. 
And, lest this destniction should not be acknow- 
ledged as the act of the righteous Judge of all, in 
punishing sin, hear the God of mercy, the Father 
of the spirits of all flesh, addressing Noah: " And 
behold I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the 
earth, to destroy all flesh wherehi is the breath of 
life from under heaven, and every thing that is in the 
earth shall die. 

There is still one fact more, so striking a demon- 
stration of holiness in God, as to eclipse the de- 
struction of the world by the flood ; the fall of 
Adam, and the ruin of apostate angels. For in 
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•eadi of these cases, tl^ sufferers were first actual 
rebels against God. But if you look to the cross of 
Christ, there you will see the beloved of the Fatlicr^ 
higher than the angels, set forth to be a propitiation 
for sin, through feith in his blood, to decliu^e his 
righteousness for th,e rembsion of sins that are past^ 
tlSt he might be just (appear so in the eyes of men 
and angels) and yet the justifier of him that believ- 
eth in Jesus, Rom. iii. 26. 

We have often appealed to the death of Christ, 
and shall hereafter, yet, we hope, without the charge 
of needless repetition : because this marvellous fact, 
considered in different views, affords the strongest 
proof of different perfections in God. At present it 
is urged in demonstration of his infinite hatred of 
sin.. In this light, it may be well illustrated by a 
remarkable passage in sacred history. We read 
that the Moabites, 2 Kings, ch. iii, fled before the 
kings of Israel and Judah, and, after a great slaugh^ 
ter, were forced to retire with their king into their 
city. Here finding himself reduced to the last ex- 
tremity by his besiegers, he made use of an aston« 
ishing method to shew his great indignation against 
Israel. For he took his eldest son, the heir of his 
kingdom^ and, in the sight of his enemies, offered 
him up a burnt-offering upon the wall. He obtain* 
ed his purpose ; the kings of Israel and Judah^ 
amazed at the fury which urged him to such a deed^ 
returned instandy to their own country. 

This most memorable example, taken in one point 
of view, applies perfectly well to the subject we are 
upon. For the eternal Father, after using promises 
and threatenings, after bestowing mercies and exe- 
cuting judgments, still seeing our sins reach up to 
Heaven, as if they meant to besiege his thronie, ex- 
presses infinite indignation against our rebellion : he 
takes his only begotten Son, the heir of all things. 
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and, in the sight of heaven and eardi, ciiet out, 
*• Awake, O sword ! and smite my shepherd, tfie 
man that is my fellow (my equal) saith the Lord of 
hosts.'' That^ from this fact, we might always re« 
member the divine indignation kindled by our offen.> 
ces, and be assured that our God will be a consum- 
ing fire to sinners, vrho plead not this oblation of 
Clirist on the cross, to obtain pardon and victory 
over sin. 

We produced, in the last chapter, many decla- 
ratioi^ of die distinguishing love exercised by the 
Almighty towards each individual who walks before 
him humbly. The history of providence attests this. 
Enoch, the seventh from Adam, because uncon^ 
queraWy attached to the truth and authority of his 
Maker, amidst die abounding impieties of his kin- 
dred, is taken from them in a way, which at once 
immortalizes his own name, and proclaims the love 
which God bears to all his saints. Before this illus- 
trious fMt could be forgotten, Noah, like the ark, 
which preserved him and his family, is lifted up to 
the notice of the whole world, as an everlasting me- 
morial, that, in the most desolating judgments, the 
care of each individual saint is with the Most Higlu 
In the case of righteous Lot, the same peculiar love 
is again manifested; and two assertions are made 
upon this occasion, expressing the tenderest regard 
to his faithful servants. Sodom itself, it is said, 
should have been spared for the sake of ten r^- 
teou^ persons, had only so small a number been 
found within its walls. We are also assured, that, 
till Lot was escaped and safe, vengeance could not 
be poured out on that detested city. In the same 
animating and comfortable view, we are to ponder 
on the history of Joseph ; the peculiar favour Joshua 
the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh^ 
found with the Lord, and they only of all Israel, 
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who came out of Egypt. To the same purpose we 
are to consider Davia's astonishing preservation, \m 
«pite of all the bloody -mindtd Saul could do ; Lli- 
jah's miraculous ascension uito Heaven ; the three 
Hebrew youths walking in the midst of a fiery 
furnace ; and Daniel's inviolable saiety in the den 
with ravenous hunger-bitten lions. AH these arc 
witnesses chosen of God, and established by mirat 
cles wrought in their favour, as precedents to assure 
every dear obedient child of God^ who in a measure 
copies the pattern they s^t before him, that his seSf^ 
no less than they were, is the objects of God's spe- 
cial care and love. And though we see not now 
the course of nature over-ruled for the deliverance 
of the faithful, still the comprehensive promise of 
the unchangeable Jehovah abideth sure ; "He know* 
eth them that are his, and will make all things 
work together for good to them that love him," and 
are called according to his purpose* 

We read also in scripture a demonstration, in hotHf 
of God's holiness. Many awful instances of immedi- 
ate vengeance, executed on presumptuous o&nders, 
are recorded in his oracles. Scarcely can you name 
one sin, which has not been singled out as the object 
of his hot displeasure. Ham mocking hi$ excellent 
lather, betrayed for once into excessive drinking, k 
cursed ; Onaii, for self-pollution, slain on the spot ; 
Lot's wife, full of worldly cares, and lusting after 
wealth, is turned into a pillar of salt, where she turn- 
ed back in her heart to Sodom. Envy and aspiring 
pride are punished with horrible destruction in 
iCorah, Dathan, and Abiram. In Achan's fate, and 
Gehazi's leprosy, we see how God abhorreth thp 
covetous. Behold, thou vile advocate for fornica- 
tion, the javelin of Phineas thrust through Zimri and 
Coshi his paramour ; an act of justice so grateful to 
Qod^ as to be rewarded with highest honour in the 
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fkmily of Phiheas for many generations. Give up 
thy favourite conceit, that whoremongers God will 
not judge ; for, behold, three and twenty thousand 
are cut off by him, for this sin, in one day. Stand 
astonished at the divine patience towards thee, thou 
lying tongue, when thou readest how Ananias and 
Sapphira perished with the breath of falsehood on 
their lips ! Ponder well thy fellow criminals* doom, 
thou despiser of Jesus, and see what infernal malice 
actuates ihy heart, which seeks to pervert the right 
ways of the truth, when fH^mas, the sorcerer, is set 
^ before thee as an enemy to all goodness, a child of 
the Devil, and smitten with blindness, by the act of 
God, for his infidelity. Understand, from the igno- 
minious death of Herod, that self-exaltation is an 
abomination to the Lord; for, behold, the royal dei* 
fied orator, after receiving, as his due, the shout of 
blasphemous applause, is immediately stricken by 
the angel of tlie Lord, " because he gave not God 
the glory ; and he was eaten of worms, and gave up 
the ghost." 

All these instances, and many more recited in holy 
writ, undeniably prove, that wherever envy or ma- 
lice, covetousness or pride, profaneness, impurity, 
or any temper contrary to God's law prevdls, there 
the wrath of God abideth, and must abide, till it be 
idone away. 

Such, in his natural and moral perfections, in his 
government and providence towards his whole ra- 
tional creation, is the true God. And that there is 
only one God, in all, and through all, and over all, 
tlie scripture most plainly affirms. " 1, even I, am 
he, and there is no God with me. Before me there 
was no God formed, neither shall there be after me, 
I am the first, and 1 am the last, and beside me there 
is no God." Yet the same scripture, with equal 
plainness of expression, teaches us, that in this uni- 
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tfy the Son and Spirit are comprehended, in glory 
equal, in majesty co-etemal, with the Father. With- 
out controversy, great is this mystery of godliness ; 
yet it must be received, because divine perfections, 
which cannot consist with the condition of creatures, 
being the essential glor}^ of God above them all, we 
are assured, the Son and the Spirit possess. Eter- 
nity, omnipresence, infinite knowledge, and almigh- 
ty power belong to them ; therefore, together with 
^ Father, are they to be worshipped and glorified. 
God the Father, Son, and Spirit, is the God of the 
Christian church. Jews and Turks openly revile 
this mystery as execrable blasphemy ; and baptized 
apostates, not able to brook implicit submission to 
the oracles of God, heartily join with them. But 
the church universal (i. e. all the assemblies of 
Christ's people) unanimously acquiescing in the 
word of God, and perfectly satisfied with its naked 
declaration, dedicate their children in baptism to the 
ever-blessed Trinity, and continually conclude their 
piublic worship with prayer to partake of the distinct 
f^lessings each of these sacred three impart, entreat* 
ing that the love of God the Father, the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the communion of the Holy* 
Ghost, may be with us all. 

Examine, therefore, and prove yourself, whether 
your idea of God be faithfully copied from the scrip, 
ture ? Whether you do not remain in gross and 
fatal ignorance of his real characttr, notwithstanding 
the complete manner in which he has revealed him- 
self in his own word ? Take it by no means for 
granted, that you are in reality what you profess, a 
Christian, knowing God. For thousands thus flat- 
ter themselves, whilst their ideas of him are detesta- 
. ble in his sight. Search, therefore, tiie matter to 
the bottom, and see whether you heartily acknow- 
ledge, God is what he declares himself to be, in those 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



54 COMPLETE DUTY OP MAN. 

instaaces^ where pride and love of sin are most apt 
to prejudice our minds against the real character of 
our Maken 

For instance, do you know, be bears that perfect 
abhorrence to all iniquity, which the Bible always 
afiErms he does ? Are you established in the truth, 
that God is in no degree cruel to the work ol* his 
hands, though he doom every soul dying in sin to 
feel £(»* ever the weight of his indignation ? Do you 
confess from the heart, diat the sanctions of his gov. 
emmetit are full of glory, though this be the conse^ 
quencC) that, to every hypocrite and rebel, our God 
is a consuming fire. 

Again, examine whether you are firmly persuaded 
that the God whom you worship is a sun and a 
shield to every one who belie veth m Jesus? Whe- 
ther you are sure that the high and lofty One^ who 
inhabiteth eternity, does humble himself to watch . 
incessantly over his faithful people for good^ as . 
a wise and tender father doth over the son that 
scrveth him ? Whether you believe that God doth 
indeed dwell with men, givifig to every individual . 
who lives according to his will, light and life, peace 
and consolation, strength and power, which none 
beside on earth possess ? . Finally try yourself, whe* . 
ther you have affecting views of the excellency of 
God, manifested in the person and office of the 
Redeemer, and in the influences of the spirit, by 
which he holds communion with the chiux^h of ' 
Christ. 

From such enquiries, yourknowledge or ignorance 
of the God described in the Bible will be made evi- 
dent : because it is in these important points our 
Maker has revealed himself and his conduct, which 
the world by wisdom never could have discovered» 
And just in the same proportion as God's own re- 
presentation of his self, and his designs is received 
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inA fitefldfast fiddi, are you really enriched with du 
vine knowledge. A knowledge of inestimable value, 
because alon^ able to heal man's corrupted mind, 
to keep it firm to duty in the midst of trials ; a 
kiiowiedge pronounced by Christ to be eternal life. 



A PRAYER, 

For the Knowledge of God. 

COMMAND, O blessed God, we humbly 
beseech thee, the light of the knowledge of thy glory 
to shine into our hearts. Teach us to conceive of 
thy infinite majesty aright. May we know that thou 
hast made all diings for thyself; that thou upholdeth 
all things, giving life, health, strength and doing 
whatever thou pleasest in the armies of Heaven, and 
amongst the inhabitants of the earth. Teach us 
to understand, that from the beginning, all thy 
works in all places of thy dominion, are known 
unto thee ; that our most secret purposes, desires, 
and thoughts are more ojien to thy all-seeing eye, 
than to the notice even of our own minds. Con- 
scious of our ignorance and inability to conceive, 
what ib fit for thee to teach, command, or do, give 
us to bow with lowest reverence before every revela- 
tion of thy will, and every appointment of thy pro- 
vidence. 

O Lord ! open our eyes, that we may see all thy 
goodness, in the blessinigs of health and strength, of 
ibod, raiment, and fruitful seasons, which descend 
upon the just and the unjust. Above all, grant us, 
wel>eseech thee, the light of &ith to comprehend, with 
all saints, the height and depth, the breadth and 
length of thy love in Christ Jesus. And lest our 
wicked hearts should abuse the riches of thy grace. 
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fill us witfi conceptions of thy glorious holirtess ; ^^lat 
thou art not to be approached but through the me- 
diation of thy Son, nor wilt vouchsafe remission of 
sins but through his blood. 

Enlighten the eyes of our understanding, to per- 
ceive how good and gracious thou art to all who love 
thy name, ever caring for them ; watering them every 
moment, and keeping them by night and day, lest 
any hurt them. We earnestly beg this knowledge 
of thy nature, and thy rich mercies, that we may glo- 
rify thee as God, put our trust in diee without wa- 
vering, serve thee diligently with great delight, and 
never wilfully offend thee. 

We ask these blessings in entire dependence upon 
our faithful and merciful high-priest, Jesus Christ, 
who come into the world to manifest thy name* 
To him, with thyself, and the eternal Spirit, be all 
honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 



SUNDAY VII. 

CHAP. VII. 
The natural Condition of Man respecting God^ 

W E can make no progress in any science, till we 
understand its first principles. In religion it is the 
same, that science, in which all are deeply interested* 
Here the ground- work must be laid in knowledge 
' of our own character, as it regards the great end of 
duty, and the great object of religion. 

With respect to God, then, experience and scrip- 
ture attest, that man is deplorably blind, depraved, 
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, wbA cbmcquci^ guilty. The Uiiulnete of man 
proves itself by his £uiey ing the excellencies of body^ 
mind, or estate which he possesses, his own. 
Hence, though in words he acknowledges an inteU 
figent Creator, he perceives not the consequence 

. nacessarily Bowing frcmi this truth, to the great 
glory of his name, tlmt of him and tiurough lum are 
ail things. Hence the beautiful are intoxicated with 
admiration of tbeir own pleasing form; the rich 
despise the poor ; men distii^ished by acquired 
knowkdge, or superior genius^ look down with 
iiai^bty airs on the ignorant vulgar ; and even the 
spiritual man is too apt to exalt hunseif, viewing ibt 
l^ts he has received. 

The abundant prevalence of these disorders loudly 
proclaims the blindness of man's mind to that fun- 
damental truth, that no one can receive ^* any thing, 
except it be given him from above :" and that widi 
respect to every advantage which we value, God 
maketh men to differ. It is a continual labour, even 
with the aid ctf supematural light, to get deliveraiu^e 
from the power of this blindness. And some symp- 
toms of it may be £3und (where you would least 
suspect) in the excettent of the earth. 

Man^s natural blindness with respect to God is 
evident abo from the judgment he makes on theKfe 
of faith, and that ctf self-indulgeiKe. Compare them 
together, you would not think it possible to make a 
nvcmg choice^ For what is a life of uniform obedi- 

^ cnce to God, dirough faith in Christ ? It is allegiance 

^ to the wisest of kings, and a due testimony of filial 
duty to die best of Others ; it is freedom to the fet- 
tered soul, and victory over affections, 'base as they 
are hurtfol. It is a peaceful state of mind which af- 

' Sards no ground for accusations of having done inju- 
jpy to any creature. It makes man a blessing to all in 
coqnexioa with Unvdfectuailly restraimng even from 
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the intention of doing wrong. In prosperity it k^ep# 
the mind humble ; in adversity calm and patient; 
nor can the stroke of death dismay, for its hope is 
full of immortality. 

Compare, with this life of feith, a life of self-indul- 
gence. How depraved, how hideous ! It is a mon* 
strous compound of ignorance, contradicting in- 
finite wisdom ; of contempt in a vile worm formfin* 
ite majesty ; of ingratitude for rich bounty ; of re- 
bellion aiming its biow against the bowels of sove- 
reign mercy. A life of self-indulgence makes a man 
afraid to look into himself infectious and full ofmifi- 
chief to others, and dismayed at the thought of a 
judgment to come. In every view, it is without 
excuse, and altogether odious. 

Can there be any light then remaining in the mind 
of man, if a life of faith is not always without hesita- 
tion infinitely preferred to a life of self-indulgence? 
For beauty in its highest bloom does not, in die eye 
of flesh, so evidently excel pale loathsome disease, 
as a life of faithful, obedience surpasses, in reasou's 
eye, one of self-gratification. 

Yet, to the shame of the human race, fact and ex- 
perience daily prove, the choice is obstinately fixed 
on what deserves contempt, and preference given 
where detestation is due. Innumerable are the slan- 
ders with which blind man asperses a life of uiiifiirm 
obedience to God ; and loud his complaints against 
it. He industriously employs all his wit to make 
religion appear irKsome ; and opposition to it 
guiltless. 

In vain do all the children of obedience lift up 
their voice together, and cry, ** Great is the peace 
which they have, who keep thy law, and nothing 
shall offend them." In vain does Jehovah promise 
his presence, and his spirit ; his pardon, power, 
peace, and salvation to the faithful and obedient. Men 
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Baturally perceive no value in these things, worthy 
•to be weighed against the pleasures they find in self- 
will and transgression. 

Further, did not experience fully prove, that per- 
petual disgust and disappointment harass us, whilst 
we are intent to indulge ourselves, it might be no 
decisive proof of man's blindness, to seek for happi- 
ness in what the world can give or promise, to the 
neglect of God, Or were we, like the Heathens, in- 
capable of knowing what notice he would humble 
himself to take of us his' poor creatures, on either 
of these suppositions, it would be no evidence of 
blindness in man, to reject as imaginary, tlie pros- 
pect of finding happiness in the knowledge of God, 
and lively consciousness of his favour. For we 
might then say, it was the height of arrogance to im- 
agine there could be intimate friendsliip between him 
and man. 

On the contrary, when the infallible word of God 

reveals his adorable excellency, and assures us at the 

same time of the high place man holds in his thoughts, 

and that his heart is open to embrace him, so soon as 

he desires deliverance from sin, and to treat him 

with all the endearments a son can receive from the 

most kind father ; in such a case, man must be de. , 

ptorably blind, if he does not listen with delight to 

.these declarations ; trust in them with all confidence, 

and accept them as his chief happiness and glory« 

.Yet, alas! we are with g^eat difficulty brought to 

believe, that God does indeed dwell with man ; and 

.with greater to desire communion with him- After 

a thousatid disappointments from thp world, still, 

with boundless credulity, we depend upon every de- 

Insion for our joy. The meanest trifle, the most 

sordid pursuit, every thing except the knowledge 

Md love of God, we are blind enough to fancy worthy 

our affection, and our pains to possess it. 
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tn this matter of prime inflaence on Itfe, gi'^G^ 
darkness naturally covers every mind. And wtiilfit 
buzzing insects and crawling worms unerringly per- 
ceive what is most beneficial for them, constantly 
pursue and constantly adhere to it, man naturally * 
turns aside from the fountain of all good, and dares 
conclude no profit is to be found in the knowledge 
and love of him. £ven men of the finest abilities and * 
penetration in the things of sense, are in thb point 
miserably blind. Blind are rich and poor, young 
and old, priest and people, till they receive from * 
above the gift of a right judgment. 

Scripture strongly asserts this blindness natural to 
us all. "Man is bom like a wild ass's coJt,*^ Job 
xi. 12, not only destitute of heavenly wisdom, but 
stupid to apprehend, and averse to receive it. Ob* ^ 
serve how keenly the comparison is pointed, like the 
a^s, an animal remarkable for its stupidity to a pro* 
verb ; like the ass's cott^ which must be of course'' 
more egregiously stupid than its dam ; l&e tiie rmU 
ass's colt, which is not only blockish, but refractory;' 
neither by nature possessing valuable qualities, jior^ 
capable of receiving them through discipline. 

The natural blindness of the human mind is also 
necessarily implied in those many assertions, which 
ascribe all discernment of the Gospel, to the itt^ 
fluence of the Holy Ghost, called the Spirit of Tnith,- 
because his office is to lead us into all the truth. Nay^ 
decisive on this point, was there no other testimony, 
is that remarkable one, " The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the spirit of God, for they are fool* 
ishness unto him, neither can he know them because 
they are spiritually discerned," 1 Cor. ii. 14. 

Equal to man's blindness respecting God, h thfe 
depravity of his temper. This discovers itself Ift 
forgetting his Maker, though the whole creation^ 
loudly attests his excellency and presence. Man 
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be witness. to the whole host of Heaven movii^ 
in orderly array around him ; he can enjoy and feast 
QDOii the bounties of his God ; stand encircled widi 
his mercies, and be preserved from all dangers by 
his care ; 3ret never so much as once advert to the 
infinitely wise and gracious hand, from which he re- 
ceives his all. He can shut God out of the govern- 
nDcat of his owa world, because invisible ; and ascribe 
to the mere igiv)rant undesigning instruments, which 
subserve the divine will, the honour of the moA 
beneficial effects. So tliat when God would impress 
a nation with awe of his absolute dominion over the 
a&irs oi men, he sends fcuth his judgments on the 
earth, which, like a glaring comet held up in the air^ 
by Its alarming appearance, may lead up the thoughts 
of men to their Maker. 

With respect to individuals, there is no recover- 
ing any man from that deep forgetfulness of God in 
which we naturally lie, without changing his joy 
into heaviness, his prosperity into trouble. A cham* 
ber of sickness, or dread of death, the king of ter- 
Tors, must make him know himself to be but man. 
P^n must scourge him, or fearful apprehensions of 
lieU awaken the sleeper to own his dependence upon 
Ood. Nay, after these severe monitors have faith- 
fyXiy performed their office, and put man in remem- 
(ntmce of his Creator, the remembrance of him passes 
away (like that of a ^est which tarries but a day), 
though all nature exhibits him to the senses. 

"Though tlie sun, in transcendent brightness, 
comes forSk from his chamber every morning to pro- 
claim his Maker's glory ; though the moon and stars, 
which govern the night, add their united evidence 
to magiHfy their Creator to a gazing, but unaffected 
/world; though the jur whisper his clemency in the 
balmy . refreshing gale; though the roaring winds 
wA rending storms sound forth his majesty, yet all 
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addresses fsal; man refuseth to bear. Each flower 
arrayed in beauty, or breathing perfume, courts our 
affections for its infinitely amiable Author ; not a 
bird that warbles, or a brook that murmurs, but 
invites our praise, or chides our ingratitude. Ail 
the variety of fruits deposit their attestation on our 
palates, yet seldom awaken our hearts ; they give us 
a proof of the divine benignity, as undeniable as it 
is pleasing, and too often ineffectual. In short, the 
whole creation is a kind of magnificent embassy from, 
its almighty Lord, deputed to proclaim his excel- 
lencies, and demand our homage." Yet man, so 
strong is the depravity of his mind, disregards the 
former, consequently must withhold the latter.. 

It may be said^ these instances of the power, wis- 
dom, and goodness of God are silent ; therefore they 
fail to engage attention. But, alas ! man's forget- 
Ailness of his Maker is stubborn enough to with- 
stand much louder calls. Behold the messengers of 
the Lord, with heaven-kindled love in their hearts, 
and fire in their eyes, address him. They plead the 
cause of God and truth, making their earnest appeal 
to man's reason and experience. They set the Father 
of the spirits of all flesh before his mind, in the su- 
preme glory of his character, and the overflowing 
riches of his grace. Yet the impression made abides 
no longer than till the first earthly object occurs. 
The merest trifle can scatter every idea of God from 
his corrupted memory, as wind scatters the chaff. ' 

Nay, when that incorruptible word, which breathes 
the majesty of him who inspired it, is read by his 
ministers, man, till renewed by grace, betrays a 
flagrant insensibility towards God in his whole de- 
portment. The sons of business are in idea buying, 
selling, and getting gain in his house, as at the ex- 
change or market ; the eye of lewdness ceases tiot 
to gratify itself in the holy assembly. Youthful 
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curiosity roves from object to object, as prompted 
by pride of births beautv, or apparel. And, amidst 
a multitude of professed worshippers, only the few 
happily recovered from natural forgetfulness of their 
Maker, worship him in spirit and in truth. 

Weigh this fact, every where falling under notice, 
«nd you must conclude from it, that the God iu 
whose hands is all our life and happiness, we over- 
look more than the smaller matter relative to our 
tempc^al interest ; and forget much more than any 
person on whom we have the least dependence. 



SUNDAY Vm. 

CHAP. VUh 

On the Depravitj of Man;. 

\t E have found it is the practice of the human 
face, till renewed, to live in forgetfulness of God. 
But must not this be owing to contempt of his ex- 
cellency and majesty ? Are we wont to be obsti- 
nately inattentive to our friends, whilst any degree 
of veneration remains for them ? When the lord of 
a great household is absent from his family, and by 
consequence invisible to his servants, do they lose 
the remembrance of his authority, before they be- 
come profligate ? Or, when children are separated 
from worthy parents the distance of whole king^ 
doms, can they forget their relation and obligations 
till they are become utterly degenerate ? If we trace, 
therefore, man's forgetfulness of God up to its source, 
we shall be convinced he despises the Lord God om- 
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ntpotmt. Ineveiy Christian country, the fiiintreb 
momtrances which reason makes, against sfai sort 
mightily enforced by scripture ; and the notion that 
the infinite grandeur of God will not sufer him to 
pay regard to our conduct, is confuted by thewhc^ 
ftistory of his providence, and by undeniidile fkcts. 
Ko earthly potentate ever am shew himself attentive 
in such a degree to the manners of his »ibjects, or 
jealous of the honour of his laws^ as the King etri^ 
ital has done in the most awful ways. Who smongi 
the princes of the esuth hasever so fiiUy enacted prp^ 
hibitions against all evil, or so strictly enjoined the 
practice of all righteousness, as the Judge eternal f 
Who has added penalties to deter from presumptu- ^ 
ous oflFences, worthy to be named with everlasting 
burnings ? In what nation are ^uch rich preferments 
and honours insured to loyalty and obedience, as in the 
kingdom of our God ? or,, among earthly monarchst 
who has been found so terrible to avenge his quarrel, 
as He in his righteous judgments, which have been 
executed upon sinners ? 

To despise, therefore, this great, and terrible, jmd 
excellent God, judging by the universal senso of 
mankind, is 2at instance of desperate depravi^. . For 
to despise a superior, is a greater oSenee, none wilt 
deny, than S* he were our equal ; and an affront ta a 
crowned head will be deemed an kisult much beyond 
the same ofience against a private man ; becaiise; aa 
aH honour bears a value according to his d^[ree wiio 
confers it, so dishonour is measured by his charactiT 
who receives it. To despise God, is an ofibncev 
therefore, without a figure, infinite. For s^mightgr 
power, in essentia) union with perfect wisdom, jus>- 
tice, and mercy, make up the name of God, and de- 
mand the heart-felt adoration of all his reasonable 
creatures* Even to doubt whether such adoralion 
be due to him, argues pn^igate stupidity ; but to 
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wt as if he were unW(Hthy of our fear or love^ it 
lamtious wickedness. 

Yet thus to aet is the natural temper of mankind* 
Wherever y<m tura your eyes, you may see it in a 
Strang tight Consider the vast multitude who live 
^k the open breach of one or other of God's com^ 
awodments. Are th^y doing so, because ignorant 
tfuu their sin is forbidden ? It cannot be amrmed# 
Pro&ne swearers know what the third command* 
ment requn^s, and the Lawgiver who ordained iU 
The mighty to drink strong wine, and those who 
firaat and pamper their bodies, know who calls upon 
tliem to be temperate^ and denounces woes upon all 
whose god is tl^ir beUy. The lewd are no strangers 
ta their doom ; whoremongers and adulterers God 
will judge : nor fraudulent tradesmen to that sdemn 
ioterrogatioi}. Know ye not that the unrighteous 
lilfill not itiherit the kingdom of God ? 

Ho declarations can be more plain or peremptory,^ 
yet iniquity has in all ages and places aboiuided«. 
Ofeoders^in each of the above named classes, though 
wmwd, entreated, importuned, adjured in the name 
•f Ood, not only refuse to hearken, but cry out^^ 
There shall no harm happen unto us. By this con* 
duct, man foams out his shame, proving that when 
l^rean neither plead ignorance, or forgetfulness, ho 
will dare to treat the kws of his Msucer, as if be 
thought them, in some instances, the wild dictates 
of passion, the impositions of a tyrant, or the in* 
junctions <^ a fool. He will dare to treat his law, 
as if, in some instances, respecting his own case, 
it was week in its intention, envious in its restraints^ 
needless to be observed, and nothing to be dreaded 
from trampling it under foot. 

It is in vain for man to reply, whilst a wilful tnuH^ 
gresior,:that far be it froia him to despise Grod, he 
means only to please himself in his sin; for in ft 
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Christian country, where the law of God is in cveiy 
one's hand, we cannot possibly do the one, without 
hi ing guilty of the other also. Nor can a proud re- 
bellious spirit more strongly express contempt of 
God's government, than by concluding it his own 
interest to walk contrar}' to it ; and when doing so^ 
despise his wrath, revealed in the most solemn manner 
against all the uiu*ighteousnessandungodUnes6of mam 

But in whatever light man himself may regard the 
practice of sin, it is beyond dispute God will punish 
it as inexcusable contempt of his authority ; for he 
represents himself on this vc ry account hiexorablc 
to the cries of sinners, when they are appalled at the 
miseries coming upon them. Because I have called, 
by my law, ministers, and people, upon the diso- 
bedient, and ye refused ; and when, as a man ve- 
hemently desirous to be regarded, ** I have stretched 
out my hand, and no man regarded. But ye have 
set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my 
reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity, and I 
will mock when your fear cometh. When your 
fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction 
cometh as a whirlwind, when distress and anguish 
come upon you," Prov. i. 24, 27. In this alarming 
passage, observe, the Almighty expresses . the 
strongest contempt and scorn towards obstinate • sin-^ 
ners, which is described as a just retaliation upon 
them of the very same usuage, which he, through his 
forbearance and mercy, so long received at their hands. 

What has been offered, clearly proves much de- 
pravity in the natural temper of man towards his 
Maker. There is noway of denying this, unless, 
you affirm it is no baseness to forget the fountain of 
all good, and treat infinite excellency with contempu 
But the impiety of such a shocking assertion can 
proceed from no heart, which is not itself a liviijg 
demonstration of the great depravity it cannot bear 
to own. 
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SUNDAY IX. 

CHAP. IX. 
The Human Heart's Enmity against God. 

The deplorable blindness of man in his natural 
condition, his neglect and contempt of God^ mani- 
fest in the whole form of his lile, have been already 
proved. But there is still, alas ! something worse 
chargeable upon us all, till created again in Christ 
Jesus, This I should have carefully concealed, did 
I write for reputation, or to please my readers, and 
not to bring them to the knowledge of thembelvcs, 
one of the richest blessings they can receive. I well 
know what is going to be proved upon fallen man, is 
infinitely offensive to pride, and, sooner than any 
other charge, kindles indignation. I remember the 
time, when, full of self-complacency, I should have 
resented such an accusation beyond measure, for the 
truth of which I now contend. 1 only entreat the 
candor of my readers, to believe I would conscien^ 
tiously avoid adding any thing to the sinfulness of 
&llen man, which in nature has no existence, and in 
the Bible no proof., I desire also to be esteemed no 
less full of love to the human race, than if I main- 
tained that man was bom with perfect rectitude of 
soul. With the greatest pleasure 1 should embrace 
that notion, if fact and God's express tcstin\pny did 
not compel us to renounce it as a dangerous self-flat- 
tery, and an absolute falsehood. 

Having thus endeavoured to procure an unpreju- 
diced hearing of my proofs, I am bold to open to 
the bottom the detestable corruption of human na- 
ture ; and maintain that there dwells in the heart of 
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eveiy man, 011 changed by grace, aoi aversiai to ibor; 
Author of his being. I^his accusatioo, those whiv 
ar^ notorioudjr abandoned will not allow, much les^. 
will tht decent, sober, and honest. The proofs, there*^ 
fore, I shall tning, are what ail confess, do denu)a<^ 
sU^te hatred in every other case. After diese proofs, 
the infallible decisioa of God's word upon the matter, 
shall be produced. 

It is then universally allowed, that nothing but. 
aversion in the heart towards persons, beyond H 
doubt, wise and excellent, can render their company, 
irksome. Whenever we observe this, we conclud^ 
there must be some personal dislike, however con* 
pealed or denied. Now, secret prayer, and reading . 
the scripture with a devout mind, are a near approachL 
to God, so like being in his company, that these 
means of grace are called seeking his face, and en* 
tering into his presence. If, then, strong aversion 
to holding su h intercourse with our Maker, can ho. 
proved natural to fallen man, it will prove his aveiv 
sion, since none can dispute the wisdom or glorious 
excellency of Grod. 

By this test, try the human race in every stage oC 
life. Do young or old, bdbre they arc divinely 
changed, love prayer and reading the scripture, and 
take delight in both ? I do not affirm they totally 
neglect them ; but do not they repeat prayers ha^« 
ly, without desiring to know the meaning of whdt 
they repeat or read f Are not a few minutes in k- 
day thought time sufficient for such a task ? Is oo^ 
the Bible, that authentic account of God, ourselves^ 
and the wonderful things he hath wrought, a taster 
less book, very little read ; whilst hours arc every 
day consumed with joy, in despicable amusements^ 
and frothy entertainments ? What can more clearly 
prove man's aversion to God, than this conduct^ 
especially as he, in infinite condesc^na^^Q^ dfera t« 
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tM commuiiioD with us, invites our acquaintance^ 
woviid have U8 regard hun as our exceeding joy^ 
ffid lead our live» with liim. Why do we not ? 
Because we like not to retain him in our know^^ 
ledge, nor to glorify him as God. 

Further, when the excellency of a person is in- 
disputabi} great, nothing but aversion towards his 
self can make strong regard for his honor, the cause 
ofseparadon between nearest relations and dearest 
firiends. But if the dislike reach even to those who 
ire zealous for his honour, only on that account, in 
what virulence must it reign against the party who 
is the cause of the quarrel ? 

By this rule of judging, man's natural aversion to 
IMs Maker is no less flagrant than detestable ; for 
sealous subjection to the Lord Jesus Christ, and love 
lor his name, is nothing more than sincere attach- 
flfient to the glory and truth of God. Yet, in aH 
•tages of life^ this temper is insufferably offensive to 
toankind. 

Sometimes, as a prodigy, it appears in a child at 
kchool. Instandy his playmates, as from instinctive 
tnmity, will have him in derision. In universities 
Tou may consume your time in idleness, be lewd, 
Intemperate, or pro&ne in discourse and principle, 
ftnd suffinr no persecution or reproach. But if, with 
Christian fortitude, you refrain from all fashionable 
♦ice, and dare to ui^ the law of God as the standi 
ard €^ right and wrong, sneers and abusive insult 
tmist be expected. As this is the case, before the 
corrupt affections of the heart are inflamed by long 
indulgence, it must necessaril)' be worse afterwards. 
Accordingly, faith in Christ working by love, and 
|)roducing the most excellent fruits, are the cause of 
'Variance and separation, where the greatest intimacy 
and friendship subsisted before. 1 he same persons 
who were pteaaed with your g^ood sense and good 
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manners, who even proposed you as a pattern for 
^imitation, whilst living with them in fashionable for- 
getfulness of God, so soon as you are divinely chang- 
cd into a real christian, will look shy upon you, cen- 
sure sharply your principles, and, if interest prevent 
not, openly abuse your extravagant piety, and re- 
nounce your acquaintance. Could this ever be the 
case, was there indiflPcrence only towards God in the 
heart, and not aversion ? By no means ; for though 
you may not approve of your friend's intimacy with 
a third person of known worth, yet you would never 
be enraged with him on that account, unless you 
greatly disliked that person. 

It is a certain proof of aversion to your King, 
when you cannot bear the respectful mention of his 
name ; when in silent chagrin you hear the relatiim 
of his good qualities ; and are impatient to leave the 
room, till another topic of discourse be introduced. 
What then are we to conclude from the general 
hatred of religious conversation ? Why, in all the 
vast variety of subjects on which men discourse, is 
objection only made against those sentiments which 
exalt the honour of God, and Jesus Christ whom he 
hath sent ? What but inbred aversion would imme- 
diately brand conversation of this kind, as odious 
cant, and obstinately ascribe it to ostentation, or 
some base design. Men will be pleased with inces- 
sant prating about every the meanest trifle, dogs, 
horses, cards, and courtezans ; but as soon as an 
attempt is made to turn our attention to the Lord 
of the' world, his transactions, commands, govern- 
ment, or love, the very mention of the subject occa- 
sions, in almost every company, a visible disgust; 
disapproving silence instantly ensues ; till some mean 
foolish pursuit of men is again introduced, as a pleas- 
ing topic of discourse. Ah ! what can demonstrate^ 
thkt God, is the object of general aversion, if ^ this 
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QUSj which proclaims aloud, that he is the only per-* 
iK>n of whom no one chooses to speak, and whose 
praises no one desires to hear ! Could a circle of 
avowed atheists desire to have it otherwise ? 

Again, no one doubts whciher enmity reigns in the 
heart against our earthly sovereign, when the tongue 
is ever abusing his best friends, and casting reproach 
upon his government, and the hand active in oppos- 
ing it. Judging by the same rule , how plain is the 
enmity of men, unrenewed in their minds, against 
God ! It is common to hear them pour out ridicule 
on the faithful servants of Christ, as creatures ab- 
surdly demure, in judgment pitiably weak, in tem- 
per madly enthusiastic ; though ever so prudent, 
■discreet, steady, and excellent. What a malicious 
insinuation is this against the* glorious God ! It is 
saying, in effect, that all who have any concern for 
his honour, are under the power erf delusion, and 
truly despicable in their choice asd pursuits. 

Add to. this, that the disobedience of men to the 
kw of God of itself proves enmity. Every wilful 
transgression is a controversy with him who forbids 
it, and a direct opposition to his will. It is expressly 
called in scripture rebellion against God. For 
though we cannot bring forth the weapons of our in- 
dignation against the invisible, as rebellious sub- 
jects do against their mortal king, yet the bidding 
defiance to his law demonstrates our inclination to 
do this execrable deed. It is an evident declara- 
tion that our spirit is in a state of hostility against 
Heaven. Every presumptuous offender calls aloud 
by his practice upon all who behold it: Come on, 
rise up with me, as an enemy against the Lord. 
Who is he, that he should reign over us ? 
. From these instances, notorious in all places, and 
in every condition of life, it is evident the natural 
temper of mankind towards the author of their being 
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is enmfty itself; for these instances, every mta 
would confess a demonstration of enmity in eveiy 
odiar case. What then but the blindest, baset self-* 
love, can lead us to deny it in the present ? 

But whether we will allow it or not, our Maker 
has decided the matter. He constantly speaks of the 
children of men in dieir natural state, as haters ol" 
him, hb adversaries, and enemies. Christ, we are 
assured, died for the ungodly, which, we are t(dd, ii» 
a few verses after, includes our most obnoxious ooa^ 
dition of being enemies to God. 

The carnal mind (which the context explains t^ 
be the mind of man in his natural state) is affirmed^ 
Rom. viii. 7, to be not only averse to God, but 6ti.» 
nity against him ; which enmity expresses itself iai 
abhomngto pay the homage due to the Creator, by 
believing and obeying his word. 

IndecHl the gospel itself, by one of its most lovelyr 
titles, emphadedly proves the melancholy truth, for 
it is called the ministry of reconciliation. A method 
oontrived by consummate wisdom, and executed by 
almighty love, to reconcile us unto God, who were 
enemies to him in our minds, and by wicked work$^ 
Col. i. 21. 

From this deplorable depravity of man, his sinfuU 
oess appears in a glaring light. For what can be 
more criminal than such a disposition ? Consider it. 
m its direct tendency. It is no less than a denial of 
the relation which subsists between the Creator and 
creature. It is turning the noblest part of the divine 
workmanship visible on earth from its proper basis. 
Was you to break in pieces the whole frame of na- 
ture, and resolve the world into a mere chaos, the evil 
would not be so great, as breaking the primary bond 
between the Almighty Creator, and his more exccl- 
knt work, a rational immortal soul. For all the re- 
lations which subsist between creatures are mean, ia 
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oMUMiison of the relation between cnatms^ and tha 
Anthor of their being. Besides, what mcMistrout 
wickedness is disaffection to the ^oiious Author of 
our lives ? What do we diink or say of those wha 
hate their excellent parents ? We judge such chil- 
&*en guilty in the highest degree, and iHand them 
with every name of reproach. Yet in how small ft 
measure do parents contribute to the being or weU 
bre of their children, compared with what the bless<* 
ed God doth to ours? And how little superioriQr 
hefve* parents in point of power and excellency above 
Aeir children? Whereas the majesty and excellency 
of our Maker, none deny, exceed our highest con» 
cepdons. 

Further, what cause can man alledge as the ground 
of this disaffection towards God ? Many good worka 
has he done for us all ; for which of these is be hat* 
cd ? What injuries have we received from him to 
ofiend us? With many powerful allurements he 
draws us, as with the cords of a man ; by benefits 
visible to every eye, and repeated every day, in all 
the comforts and conveniences of life ; by inviting all 
' who will return to their allegiance, to partake of the 
highest degrees of honoiu* and everlasting salvaticm, 
dirou^ the sacrifice of his own Son, by whom he 
beseeches sinners to be reconciled unto him. . 

Enmity against God comprehends all other wick* 
«dness in it. For as love to God an^ man is the sum 
of all the precepts, so haired of God comprehends 
all itiiquity, since every branch of it may be resolv- 
ed into this detestable depravity of mind. 

If yoii ask, what is the great use of representing 
the natural vileness of man in his apostasy from Goo, 
and describing his character in colours so opposite to 
diose, which have been long in fashion ; I answer, the 
Jmdwledge of man's natural corruption, in the degree 
proved above, firom fiict and scripture, is absolutely 
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necessary to justify the capital doctrines of the Bi-^ 
ble : to prove, that, far from being arbitrar} declara- 
tions, they have their foundation in our misery, of 
which they are the only cure. 
. By the capital doctrines of scripture, 1 understand,^ 
redemption from sin, and acceptance with God^ 
through faith in the atonement and righteousness of 
God our Saviour ; the illumination of the mind, and 
change of all its tempers, by the inward operation of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Against each of these doctrines, you -must be 
atrongly prejudiced, or only receive them as specu* 
lative points, till you know man's natural condition 
respecting God, is exceeding sinfuL For, though 
conscience will not suffer you to say, you have done 
jio evil, yet, if you have been decent, sober, and mor- 
al, you will quarrel with the doctrine of scripture : 
confident you are not so wicked by many degrees as 
that book of truth affirms you are, nor deserve, in 
aiiy measure, that punishment which, it so soienmly 
declares, is the wages of sin. 

As strong an objection, and in its tendency as ru« 
inous to the soul, will reign in your heart against the ^ 
way of life. For your own better obedience, after 
transgressions, will hold a high place in yotir con- 
ceit, and consequently create steadfast hatred to the 
doctrine of salvation by grace. A doctrine iucom- 
patible with a good opinion of our own virtues and 
performances : for it annuls every plea to obtain mer- 
cy, but the blood of the Redeemer, who, in infinite 
pity, undertook to deliver man from ruin, by bearing 
on the cross his sin. A way of reconciliation to 
God, which never can be cordially accepted, nor ef- 
fectually used, till we confess the human race is al- 
together corrupt and abominable in their natural tem- 
pers respecting their Maker. Whereas the meek 
acknowledgment of this truth makes it evident be- 
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vond a doubt, that it became Him, by whom are all 
things, and for whom are all things, in no other way 
to jusUfy the ungodly, sinners, and enemies to him, 
and so to bring many sons unto glory. 

Further, whilst men are not supposed to be in 
their natural state, blind to the truths and excellency 
of God, and in their earliest disposition set against 
him, the doctrine of illumination by the Holy Ghost, 
and his agency as the principle of new life, must be 
rejected as absurd and false. For if man's under* 
standing be not dark, or he can, by his own applica- 
tion and efforts, know the truth and obey it, there can 
be no need of foreign help. In this case, exhorta* 
tions to exert his own abilities are rational ; but calls 
upon him to pray for the spirit of revelation arc 
foolish. For the same reason, the agency of divine 
grace can never be thought necessary to form anew 
the tempers of the mind, unless it was naturally- 
prone to fox^t, despise, and hate its glorious Crea- 
tor : because, to reform the manners in a very con- 
siderable degree, or to excel in the practice of justice, 
honesty, humanity, and mercy, requires no super- 
natural aid. We daily see some who despise prayer, 
and the oracles of God, yet live in peace, probity,^ 
and good-will towards men ; so that we do not uni- 
versally act contrary to social duties. But it is that 
strength of impiety which opposes our giving t© God 
honor, and glory, and obedience, and supreme love, 
which renders tfie agency of the Holy Ghest indis- 
pensably necessary. This detestable depravity run- 
ning in the blood of mankind, and being interwoven 
with their frame sinee the fall, demands his energy, 
who is the great Restorer of the divine image on the 
mind of man. 

The conclusion, therefore, is plain : in proportion 
as ignorance of the condition of human nature re- 
specting God prev2uis> the whole scheme of Chris- 
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tian piinciples must be re[ected, or received in hy, 
pocrisy ; whilst, in the same degree as we know our* 
selves, we shall reverence, embrace, and improve it, 
to the glory of God, the good of all about us, and 
the salvation of our souls. 



PRAYER, 

For the Knowledge of Ourselvct, ♦ 

Suited to $he Preceding Subject. 

O LORD GOD, Thou resisteth the proud, but 
givest grace to the humble : subdue our haugh^ 
spirit which cannot brook the charge of sinfulness 
brought against us in thy word. Bring to otu* re- 
membrance the days in which we were like beasts, 
ignorant of our dependence upon thee ; of thy 
excellency, or thy authority over us ; or of the de* 
testable baseness of rebelling against thee. How 
long was it before we said, where is God our maker? 
How often, when sickness or pain, danger and de« 
liverance from it, have forced us to think of thy 
mercies, has the remembrance of thee fled away, as 
a dream when one awaketh! Or if, through good 
education and example, we could not forget the^ 
how daringly have we despised thy counsel ! Wc 
have behaved to thee, as if notfiing was so unrea« 
sonable as thy commandments, or so contemptible 
as thy service. Our vile lusts we have served from 
our hearts, but would have none of thy counsel, nor 
be checked by thy reproof. Our mind has been 
enmity against thee, not able to bear thou shouldest 
be so highly exalted, and we be absolutely restrain- 
ed from every evil gratification. In aversion to thee, 
we tove chosen the company of the ungodly. Wc 
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kiVc taken pleasure in their profane manners. We 
have held thy most zealous servants in derision, 
counting their lives foolishness, and their end to be 
Without honor. 

Such, O Lord God, have been the effects of our 
natural enmity towards thee. How exceeding sin- 
ful in thy sight ! Save us from palliating and dis- 
sembling this our condition. In the deepest acknow- 
ledgment of thy grace, enable us to cry. Lord, what 
is man that thou regardest him ! From full convic- 
tion of oiu: entire depravity, may we feel our need of 
a Redeemer. May we see our sinfulness, such as 
could not be pardoned, but through his atoning 
blood ; our vile afiections so strong, as not to be 
subdued but by his spirit ; and our souls so fallen 
from God, as to be incapable of entering into his 
kingdom, till bom again from above. 

Grant us wisdom, O God, to trace up all our 
transgressions to their fountain head, the corruption 
of our nature. And from every discovery of innate 
depravity, teach us to set an higher value on the 
blood and righteousness of Christ, and depend only 
on the grace of the Holy Spirit. From a clear per- 
ception, that in us, i. e. in our flesh, there dwelleth 
no good thing, may we be jealous of ourselves, and 
circumspect^ and put our whole trust in God's 
promises, power, and grace, to keep us from falling. 

O Lord, knowing there is none righteous, no not 
one, that all are corrupt, and wholly so in their nature, 
give us an heart to pity and pray for all men ; to be 
kind, tender-hearted, and full of bowels of mercy. 
May we be led, by what we observe in others, to 
turn our eyes inward, and lament our own mani- 
fold defects, since we are all of one blood, and all 
inherit the same evil nature. 

Finally, we commend to thee, O God, who alone 
cwst shew to men in error the light of thy truth. 
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all who deny their natural blindness and dcpravit|r. 
O hide pride from their eyes. Convince them by thjr 
spirit, and, by setting their evil ways and doings be-' 
fore them, that they ought to abhor themselves, to 
bow down before thee, wretched, and miserable, and 
poor and bUnd, and naked, as they are, begging to 
be made partakers of the riches of thy grace in 
Christ Jesus, who came to seek and to save that 
which was lost Hear us for his sake, our only Me- 
diator. Amen. 



SUNDAY X. 

CHAP. X. 

On th« Perfection of the Lat*. 

The law, with its terms of perfect righteous- 
ness and life on one hand, of disobedience and death 
on the other, is the first thing in the word of God 
which claims our attention. And till this law is 
known, the gospel cannot be understood ; because 
it is a revelation of the way which God has ordained 
to deliver sinners from the curse of the law. 

This most important connexion between the law 
and gospel is frequently taught in scripture. Ye^ 
from a strong aversion in us all to confess our shame 
and guilt, and from a false construction of what is 
spoken of the law. as if it related to the Jewish state, 
this point is fatally overlooked by most, who call 
themselves Christians. 

To remove such hurtful ignorance, I shall lay be- 
fore you the perfection and extent of the law ; the 
excellent benefits which flow from understandii^ 
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t>oth its nature and design ; and the pernicious ep. 
rors urhich govern the mind, till the law is under, 
stood. 

The perfection of the law of the Ten Comnumd«- 
ments will be evident, from comparing it with all 
other laws, and considering its extent 

The best laws of human contrivance arc sadly 
defective, because they cannot take cognizance of 
the intents of the heart, nor condemn the first pro^ 
pensities to evil. Their whole force reaches no fer- 
tlier than the preservation of public peace. On the 
contrary, the law of God forbids, under pain of pen« 
akies insupportable, our compliance with the invi* 
sible suggestions of evil concupiscence, and strictly 
condemns our givmg place, but for an instant^ to a 
wicked thought. 

If it be said the law of conscience is not defec- 
tive here, as hunuin statutes must be ; that this^ 
going deeper, serves as a supplement to them, and 
lestndns, where penal laws fail. The answer is 
obvious ; the law of conscience is formed by their 
manners and sentiments with whom we arc educated, 
and constantly converse. It must be of course ex- 
ceedingly depraved by customs and prejudices, and 
on that ac€Ount an uncertain and dangerous, instead 
of a sufficient rule of action. But the law of the 
Ten Commandments leaves us in no difficulty, nor 
under any doubts. We know, whilst we are con- 
forming to it, we obey a rule of perfect righteous^ 
apiess. 

Further, the laws which are established, even for 
the peaee and welfare of society, are often severe 
and distressing to some individuals, nor can human 
sagacity prevent this. The best laws, therefore, 
are those which are attended with the fewest incon- 
veniences. But the law of God is at all times, and 
In all places, equally of universal benefit. The most 
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exact attention to it is sure to produce tfie gr^test 
measure of comfort and peace among men . No one 
can say, with truth, he is in the least aggrieved by 
it : neither rich nor poor, jgovemors nor subjects^ 
i*rhilst they regard their true interest, have cause to 
wish the least alteration in it. 

To proceed one step farther, the law or doctrine, 
which moral philosophers tau^t of old, and many- 
still profess to admire above the scripture rule, is 
little better than deceit varnished over with great 
swelling words. It talks of eradicating the passions, 
yet neither promises nor intimates that sspernatural 
aid shall be given to accomplish this arduous. work ; 
tile man is self-sufficient. Besides, instead of con* 
demning, it encourages the worst tempers in the 
human breast ; for it directs us to conquer intem* 
perance, resentment, and revenge, by pride ; and 
the sins of the body by those of the mind, that is, it 
will make men less like beasts, by making them 
more resemble devils. 

How superior the law of flie Ten Comnnand? 
ments ! which equally condemns every evil temper^ 
and strikes at the whole body of sin, and at every 
defilement, which prevents the perfection of holiness* 

There is still one law more to be considered, 
which claims, no less than the Ten Commandments, 
the God of heaven and of earth for its author, the 
Jewish ceremonial law. Yet, when weighed with 
the moral, it will be found oif fer less excellency t 
for, though of divine appointment, it was limited ts 
one people ; whereas the moral law extends to all, 
resulting necessarily from the perfections ofGod, 
and our relation to each other as his rational off* 
spring. Besides, there was only a temporary and 
relative use in the ceremonial law ; it was in all its 
branches to serve as a figure for the timethcn present. 
It shadowed forth, Messiah, the substance; ani 
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lie* s^ipean^ ami had finished his work^ it waft 
:|p cease for ever. Bui the commandments of the 
Wo tables, are o£ unalterable obligation, so loi>g ag 
the world endunes ; and whilst the Levitical ordi^ 
nanees did mysdcally inspect the inner man of the 
heart, the law of the Ten Commandments emphati*^ 
cally, and without a figure^ ordains what its tempers 
^d desires ought ever to be. 
. The admirable peifection of the law will appear 
§till more manifest, fi'om briefly pointing out the 
great extent of duty enjoined by the Ten Command- 
ments. They are designed to secure the honor due 
to the name of God ; sanctify all the powers of man 
to, his service ; regulate the life and heart in every 
situation, and describe the perfection of holiness*. 
For though, in our natural ignorance, seduced too byr 
names of great weight in the learned world, and« 
eriminally partial to ourselves, we, with an air of con- 
fidence, conclude the commandments mean no more 
than they are understood by us to mean ; yet our 
God and ludge, by interpreting, himself, three of the 
ten, plainly proves, every one of them teaches to the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. 

The First Commandment requires supreme, un- 
livalled love of God ; that sensual pleasure, honor,, 
liches, and every earthly comfort, compared with 
him, should be vile in our eyes. The Second 
obliges us to take heed, that we conceive of iSod 
as he has revealed his own nature, neither adding 
nor diminishing any thing ; that we worship before 
him secretly, and in the congregation, according to 
^ii rule he hath himself appointed, ofiering to him 
spiritual prayers, praises, and thanksgivings, keep- 
ing at a distance from every appearance of idolatry. 
The Third Commandment requires us to be mind- 
ful at all times of God's majesty, conscientiously 
avoiding, in our conversation and thoughts, every 

L 
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tJiing savouring <rf irreverence tbtvards him ; that we 
observe &ithfiiliy the religious profession we make' 
before him, and with the form of godliness join the 
power. The Fourth obliges us to lay aside evcnr 
worldly occupation on the Lord's day, that the worth 
of the soul, and things of a spiritual nature, may take 
up our thoughts, and more strongly affect our minds* 
The Fifth requires us, as soon as we can understand 
our duty, to pay a cheerful obedience to our parents, 
testifying the sense we have of our debt to them, 
under God, for life, for much tenderness and care 
over us in the helpless state of childhood, and num- 
berless benefits beside. The Sixth not only re- 
strains our hands from murderous violence, but con- 
demns everj' degree of wrath, hatred, or want of 
love in the heart towards men. The Seventh not 
only condemns the whoremonger and adulterer, but 
tiie looking upon the face of beauty with impure 
thoughts, as the adultery of the heart The Eighth 
is a barrier against everj'^ injurious encroachment 
which self-love would lead us to make upon our 
neighbour's property or rights: it forbids every 
species of fraud, however prevalent, or palliated by 
plausible excuses. The Ninth exacts from us an 
inviolable regard to truth, and the character of our 
fellow-creatures ; a victoiy over the tongue, that 
world of iniquity, the tongue so impatient of re* 
straint from the kw of kindness. The Tenth con- 
denms every covetous wish, all love to the things of 
the world, and every degree of discontent at our 
appointed situation. 

It is evident from this brief account of the Ten 
Commandments, that there is not one moral precept 
in the Bible, which is more than an explicit declara- 
tion, of what in substance and intention was before 
enjoined in the law proclaimed by the mouth of the 
Lord of Hosts, on mount Smai. Our Judge compels 
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us to allow this, by explaining the import of the 
Commandments written on the First table, as requir- 
ing us to love the Lord our God " with all our heart, 
and with all our mind, and with all our strength." 
In other words, with a love so fervent, as to desire 
nothing in comparison of his glory ; to regard him 
as our chief joy m prosperity, our all-sufficient por- 
tion in adversi^, and his &vor as better than life it- 
jself ; endeavouring, by all our services, and all the 
means which our understanding can discover, to 
bring men to the knowledge and love of his name. 

Thus, according to the demands of this spiritual 
law, you see all our powers and faculties must be 
wholly engaged in the service, and to the honor 
of God. 

The Commandments of the Second table, as our 
2lmiglity Judge interprets them, oblige us to love 
our neighbour as we love ourselves, t. e. to pity his 
misery, compassionate hb mistakes and infirmities, 
conceal his faults, and exercise every office of kind* 
)aess to him in oiu" power. 

From this view of the Ten Commandments, the 
Jaw appears altogether worthy of its author, who 
loveth righteousness, and hatedi iniquity ; who is ^t 
once jealous of the honor of his name amongst men ; 
and full of tender regard for their present and etem^ 
welfare. 
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CHAP. XL 
The several Uses of the La\ir» 

^N£ obvioas and excellent use, is, to senre as a 
pomplete unchangeable standard of rig^tand wrong. 
Whilst man possessed the gl<H7 he received from 
'his Maker, a law engraven on tables of stone was 
needless, because the graces of his soul were a liv- 
ing copy of the law. As face answereth to face in 
the water, so did Adam'^ unsullied mind to the wUl 
pf'God. But with fallen man the case is entirely re- 
versed. Instead of innate knowledge of truth, man, 
if left to himself, must labour by slow and multiplied 
deductions to know but a small part of his duty. 
-His understanding is so defective in determining 
what is right and wrong, that things utterly detesta- 
We in our judgment, who haye the pure light of the 
law, were practised and approved, without one dis- 
senting voice, in nations most famous for knowledge 
and arts. A palpable proof, that man has no light in 
himself to 6nd out a rule of life, which ought to be 
trusted. It is one grand design of the law from 
mount Sinai to supply thi? want ; to deliver man 
from fallacious reasonings about duty ; to demand 
his obedience to a rule of action complete, though 
short ; and which, by virtue of its Author, equally 
excludes all doubt and all debate. 

Another perpetual use of the law is to deter, by 
its tremendous curse, those persons from sinning 
against God, who disregard more generous motives. 
}t represents the thunderbolt of divine indignation, 
95 lifted up and ready to fall upon the presumptuom 
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^Sdndet. It brings men und^ dread of a Judge, 
who ^mll visit the sins of the fathers upon the eStiUL- 
dren unto the thbd and fourth generation/' whilst 
lie keeps '^ mercy for thousands of them that love 
^m, and keep his Commandments.'' 

Now, though it must be confessed, the inclina- 
4ions of the heart, when restrained by terras, remain 
«vii as before, yet much mischief, which would fd- 
low from indulging them, is prevented. HuMisands 
who abhor no kind of villany, yet dare not disturl) 
the peace of society by acts of violence, through fear 
of d^th. And ten thousands are kept from excess 
in wickedness by the threatenings, which are the 
sanction of the law of God. 

To serve as a standard of right and wrong, and t« 
deter from transgression, are uses which the law of 
God has in common with human laws. Besides these 
ends, there are others, which it is designed perpetu* 
ally to answer. Yet, so mortifying, alas I to human 
pnde, that we are brought with great difficulty to 
allow them. The scripture teaches us, that the law 
was given, that every mouth might be stopped, and 
the whole world become guilty before God. It was 
given also to serve as a " schoolmaster to bring us 
to Christ, who is the end of the law for righteous-^ 
ness, to every one that believeth." 

It is plain, from the inspired apostle's arguing, 
that one principal design of the law was to confound 
all who trust in themselves as righteous, by fixing 
on them a conviction of sin, deserving and exposing 
to endless misery. For the apostle distinguishes the 
law of the Ten Commandments, from the ceremo. 
nial Jewish ones, by calling it the law written and 
engraven on two tables of stone. After this distinc- 
tion, he «alls it the ministration of condemnation, 
because it binds over every man living to suflcr as a 
criminal, unless a sacrifice and mediator is found t^ 
interpose and save, 2 Cor. iii. 9. 
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Lest we should forget or evade a single. declara-^ 
don of this useful but offensive truth, or thmk slight* 
ly of that condemnation the law brings upon eveiy 
transgressor, it is called " The Ministration oi 
Death ;" it arraigns and convicts all men, and then 
pronounces sentence of death upon them. And, lest 
It should be doubted whether we are to understand 
by death the damnation of hell, or only the dissolu- 
tion of the body, this law of the Ten Commandments 
is called " the strength of sin,'' That formidable 
power which binds over every unpardoned offender 
to answer for his sins, and transmits him, after judg* 
ment, to suffer the bitter pains of hell ; that power 
IS the law. And to decide the point, that the grand 
design of the law was to prove our ruined condition, 
without redemption by Christ, believers are exhort- 
ed to abound in thankfulness to God, for giving 
them victory over this insupportable accuser, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who is celebrated as an in* 
estimable benefector to his church, ** not because* 
he taught us " as never man did, or left us a perfect' 
example to copy ; not because he came to save all 
who trust on his arm from a seducing world, and 
the power of Satan. No, but mark with the utmost 
attention the gracious declaration, because ^^ he hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us," Gal. iii. 13. 

Further, God has been pleased to use an adml* 
rable method for confirming the capital doctrines of 
his word, by recording an acknowledgment of their 
truth, from his most eminent saints. In this striking 
manner we are taught that the law of the Ten Com- 
mandments was given to convince men of their sin- 
ful state. St Paul, by inspiration of God, is direct- 
ed to relate his ignorance of this grand design of the 
law, and the change the knowledge of it produced in 
his mind. " I was alive," s^s he, *' withput the law 
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dnce:" I thought I was paying such an obedience 
tait, as, considering human infirmity, must upon 
the whole render me acceptable to God "But 
when the Commandment came," when its meaning, 
no less than high authority, was understood by me» 
•*sin revived,'* accused me with irresistible evidence 
of my guilt, ^^and I died ;'' all my hope of life and 
salvation from my obedience vani^d. I felt myself 
a ruined sinner before the holy law of God. ^ "And 
the Commandment which was ordained to life," ori* 
ginally designed to be a covenant of life upon per- 
fect obedience, "1 found to be unto death." So far 
from justifying me, that it annulled every plea I con^i^ 
fided in ; set aside every method I used for my re* 
lief, and condemned me to death, eternal. 
• Should it be said (for what will not men say^ 
rather than confess all their misery and vileness?) 
that, in the passage above, the apostle speaks not 
in his own person, but in an assumed character: In 
answer, this apostle as strongly expresses the same 
truth in his epistle to the C^atians, speaking of 
himself, as was never doul^ed. "I, (says he) 
ftrough the law, am dead to the law." Understand- 
Ibig now the extent of its demands,, and the grand 
oesignfor which it was ordained, not to justify but 
^bondemn every soul of man ; I have done with all 
dependence upon it to acquit me from guilt, by any 
Obeditnce I can pay, ^' I am dead to the law, that I 
might live unto God," by faith in his Son. 
. But as the spirit of God well knew there would 
appear in all ages learned men, highly conceited of 
their own goo^ess, who would confine these declar-. 
ations to me Jewish ceremonial law, in order to leave 
room for self-exalting ideas of Christian obedience ; 
to expose this false and pernicious construction, the 
apostle affirms such things of the law he means, as. 
in no sens« belong to the ceremonial law. For the 
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Imr he Rbeansy is given to stop eveiy mou^ and* 
Krfaig itothe wbole world gdlty before God« Wherer. 
^ t& ceremdniii one will never condemn the Gen«' 
tilesw He meam a law which &ith in Christ egtab^ 
Rshesy the same foith which abolished the lewisb 
hiw. Ta die law, he means, believing Romans' 
were dead ; bxit matny of tfean in no degree ev€t 
submitted to the ceremonial one. The law he means> 
Ac man who obeys shall live, ** and if the nncircum-* 
eision keep the rigfateousness diereof, his uncircam- 
cision shall be counted fior circumcision. ' ' lit is a law 
which is spiritual, \i*ereas the Levitical law wholly 
consisted of carnal ordinances. 

There is not one of these properties by which St. 
Paul distinguishes the law he means^ which can with' 
any truth be applied to the ceremonial one ; there- 
fore, the law of the Ten Commandn^nts, and its 
grand end, conviction of sin, can only be intendedr 
in this epistle. And, after such various testimonies^, 
ivhat clearer scripture evidence can reasonably be de- 
manded in proof of this doctrine ? 

Before I prtx:eed to explain the other grand de- 
sign of the law, viz. of bringing sinners to seek sal- 
vation by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, it wilt 
be useful to make some observations upon the inex- 
orable nature of the law, against whidi our pride 
and prejudice are ever ready to rise with great re-, 
^ntment. 

You think it very hard, probably, that every rear 
sonable creature of God should be under this law. 
But can less than perfect love, and its effect, perfect 
obedience, be due to our Maker? Suppose a law 
given, which would admit of imperfect obedience : 
it would then be impossible to determine what is sin, 
or what not ; for sin is the transgre^on of the law. 
But if the law itself would be satisfied with sinceri- 
ty of intention, or the best obedience a corrupted 
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ticature could pay to it, then how could any trails^ 
gression of it be defined ? Since, upon this supposi* 
tion, it is essential to the law to admit of imperfec* 
tion and sin, qnder the notion of accepting sincerity. 

Agsun, could we jusdy conclude, that God would 
overlook orie transgression of his law, why not more? 
Where then shall we stop ? Or who shall say how 
&r we may, or may not go with impunity ? And 
what must this prove in die end, but giving man a 
liberty and right to dispense with the law of God at 
pleasure, and in effect abrogate the whole ? 

It is a counsel, therefore, every way worthy infinite 
wisdom, to publish a law, the perfect representation 
of God's glorious holiness, annexing to every trans* 
gression of it the curse. 

If you say this is giving up all men to destrucdon 
without exception, you quite mistake the matter. It 
is indeed to prove upon them^ that they have de- 
stroyed themselves, and can find salvation only in the 
way which God reveals. For as he requires obedi- 
ence alike at all times : and as scripture affirms, that 
every act of disobedience is a forfeiture of all claim to 
favor, and subjects us to punishment; in this ex- 
tremity, what must we do ? Wh^jre look for help ? 
Can we say to God, " Have patience with me, and 
I will pay thee all ?" Will you venture your soul 
upon the perfection of yoUr own works ? You dare 
not. This, you see at once, is giving yourself up to 
destruction. Perhaps you will fly to your sincerity^ 
concluding that God, notwithstanding the confessed 
imperfections of your obedience, will accept you for 
your sincerity. But what scripture warrant have 
you to say, that though God required a perfect obe- 
dience to his law at one time, men are now discharg- 
cd from that obligation, and \inll accept at their hands, 
what they in their sincerity offer him, though it be 
most unworthy of his acceptance, and far beneath the 

M 
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demands of his perfect law ? The thought is heaven* 
daring presumption^ without especial ground froni 
the word of God, where you will certainly find noim 
for this novel and mischievous opinion. 

Besides, what do you gain by it^ unless you cduld 
^swer for your sincerity to that God, whose eyes 
are as a flame of fire, searching the heart? Fof 
(mark it well) if you make sincerity the ground of 
your acceptance With Him, you must stand or faH 
O) it, and, on pain of eternal condemnation, are 
obliged to make it good, without failure or blemish. 
So that still you are upon no foundation for life, 
solid peace, or cotefort. 

What a merciful contrivance therefore is the law 
of Gody as a ministration of condemnation and dea^ 
It acts liktf an engine of irresistible force to sweep 
slway every refuge of lies, in which proud man would 
seek for safety only to his ruin, it compels all,, who 
understand and heat* its voice, to renounce those 
lalse and foolish pleas for obtaining mercy, which 
We shall be ashamed to think we could use, so soo% 
as the light of truth chines into eur liearts« 



SUNDAY XII. 
CHAP. Xli. 

The same Subject continued. 

W£ have already considered the perfection an# 
the extent of the law. We have taken a view of it, 
as a rule determining our duty in all cases. We 
have produced scripture evidence, to prove it was 
also desigiicd t« humbl# %h» pride of man, ami con- 
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yjuce him of his sinfulness and ruin. Its use ex*> 
tends still farther, by acting as a schoolmaster to 
bring to Christ. No sooner do we perceive ourr 
selves cut oflf from every hope of mercy, which we 
wene wont to entertaui in conceit of our goodness, 
innocence, repentance, or sincerity, than we shall 
jlee to the cross of Christ, and rejoice in the grace 
of God manifested by him. A scheme of marvel* 
lous love to man, called in scripture, ^The rightc* 
ousness of God without the law, which is by faith of 
lesus Christ, unto all, and upon all them that be* 
Jieve. '* For knowledge of the law alarms the con- 
science, before asleep, dreamii 
when there was no peace. Tl 
opened to hear the word of r 
Jtieart disposed earnestly to a\ 
^ alone able to save £rom the 
4>ending misery, the curse o 
conflicts arise in the soul, feel 
>QQe hand to obey the conmia] 
J)uly, just, and good; and o 
weakness aiid depravity. He< 
manner St. Paul speaks of this i 
case, Rom. vii. 16. •*' For I know that in me, that 
is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing; for to will is . 
present with me, but how to perform [as the law re- 
quires] that which is good, 1 find not ; for I delight 
in the Taw of God in the iimer man ; but I see ano- 
ther law in my members warring against the law 
of my mind." In other words, 1 perceive two con- 
trary principles within me, one of God, the other my 
corrupt nature ; this leading me forward to heaven, 
jfavi approving the spiritual demands of the law* ; 
t/iat opposing my progress, and rendering it impos- 
.^ibie for me to fulfil the righteousness of the law. 
^y S9ul is the field of battle, where my evil naturp 
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continually exerts its dhrts to ccmquer. 1^ tins caac^ 
what must be done, St. Paul instructs us by his own 

fractice. He cries out, " O wretched maii thi^ 
am, who shall deliver me ^ from the body of this 
death ?" And then raises himself from every des- 
ponding thought, by saying / tha?tk Gody that is for 
his grace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. This^ 
this only c^ and will deliver me. So then, v^ith 
the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with 
the flesh the law of sin. 

The law q( God is designed to bring all, who un^ 
derstand its nature and believe its high authority^ 
into this pungent sensibility of their own dnfulness^ 
that thdy may feel, what otherwise they never would^ 
the necesdty of redemption, and see its glory too ; 
for by annexing a curse to the least breach of < i^ 
every door of hope is shut against us, excepting th* 
which God hath proclaimed in the Gospel. The 
thunders and lightnings from mount Sinai, when they 
sound in our ears, make us account ourselves uii« 
speakably blessed, in bebg allowed access to mount 
Sion, the church ransomed by the blood of Christ, 
** For the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that 
the promise, which is by faith of Jesus Christ, might 
be given to them that believe," Gal. iii. 22. The 
apostle, you are to. observe, is proving, in this pas;- 
sage, that the law, of which the Jews made Aeir 
boast, because delivered from Heaven to them alone, 
was so far from rendering salvation by Christ need- 
less, or interfering with the grace of God, that, when 

♦ In anstrer to all which learned men (averse to the doctnne 
of great vileness in the best Christians) have said to set a8i4e 
the testimony, it is fully sufficient to say, if St. Paul did really 
^fieak in his own person^ he could not have expressed himself 
in other words— if he did not, he is the first and only man o\x 
^atth, of sense, who by the expression, ImyBelf^ intended anf? 
ther person. 
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mMlerstood, it strongly acted in subserviency t6 
JK)di. Since, so great are our natural pride and sclf- 
isafficimcy, so slight our thoughts of sin, and so ex- 
travagant our conceit of God's mercy, that if we did 
not perceive ourselves condemned, by the mouth of 
Ac Lord, to suflFer eternal death for our transgres- 
^ions, there is not one of the human race who would 
cordially submit to the righteousness of God. Not- 
ARrithstanding every divine perfection so briefly dis- 
played by hun in our flesh, and all the pains he en- 
dured for our sins, and all the tender love he has ex- 
pressed for our souls, there is not one of the human 
race who would give to him the honor of their sal- 
vation, unless he plainly saw he must have perished 
.without him. Our Maker, knowbg this to be the 
.proud temper of man, has by his law actually shut 
Us up in prison, as rebels against his government, 
imder a total inability of making reparation for our 
treason. He hath done this, that our haughty spirit 
being humbled through experience of our condeni- 
ins^ion, we might with thankfulness and adoption 
cmLbrace salvation by the free grace of God, through 
the redemption which is in Jesus. 

One passa^ more I will produce, full of instruc- 
tion, and decisive upon this important subject. The 
apostle is establishing the grand privilege of Christ's 
church : " There is now no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit/' To this truth, he knew, many 
would object. They would say, how is this possi- 
ble ? since every believer falls short of perfect obe- 
dience, offends against the law, consequently must 
be liable to its curse. He answers. Believers are de- 
livered from cohdemnation, by a new dispensation, 
introduced in the room of the old law, which prom- 
ises and bestows pardon, and the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, the true life of the soul ; *' for the law of the 
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spark of life, wl^ch is in Christ Jestm, hath tmi^M* 
fyee {torn die law of sin and death :'' that law whtcit 
eonyinced me of sin, and doomed me to suffer deadly. 
Glad ddings indeed ! But does not this proce<hire 
deprive the law of its due honor, and skreen the of» 
fender from his deserved punishment ? By no meai ro« 
*^ For what the law could notdo» in that it was weak 
throu^ the flesh, God (to whom nothing is impos- 
sible, has most wonderfully accomplished, by) send* 
ing his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, to live 
among sinnel*s,'' to perform the perfect obedience 
due from them, ^ and for sin" condemned sin in the 
flesh, charged and punished it with the utmost 
severity in the very nature which was guilty, dlsa* 
bled, and ruined. By this amazingly grand expe- 
dient, he has provided for die honor, and accomplish'* 
ed the obedience due to the law. All this was done 
to lay the surest ibundadon, and make the com^ 
pletest provision for our justification : " That tin* 
righteousness of the law," both its righteous sen- 
tence and precept, whatever either of suffering of 
obedience it required, being fulfilled by Christ, 
"might be fulfilled in us." As it was all done in 
our name, and as He and believers are one in civil 
esUmation, for he is their represcntadve ; and one 
in legal estimation, for he is their surety : theirs wh* 
walk not after the flesh, seeking justification beford 
God by their own righteousness, but, in all humility 
and gratitude, receive eternal life, as the giftof Goc^ 
through Jesus Christ our Lwd, Rom. viii. 2-^4. 

You have had now placed before you die scrip- 
tural account of the nature and design of the law. 
Nodiing but pride, and the doctrines of men cal- 
culated to sooth that worst disease of our minds^ 
<5an prevent your acknowledging, that the law is a 
divine contrivance, equally promoting the honor iff 
Ged, and your own comfort in serving imn. Siait. 
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ni&t U allows IK> p^iftling excuses to diminish the 
0?il of sin, or flatter our self-love, it opens a way of 
li^vaticm exactly suited to our very imperfect state ; 
it endears Christ to the soul, and magnifies and ex** 
^s to the highest degree the imputation of his rights 
eousness, a special mercy of the new covenant. I 
shall conclude, therefore, this chapter^ with a fuU 
confutation of a popular mistake of great influence 
on many^ keeping them in their prejudices against 
^ law, and from acknowledging tlK^ impossibility 
•f being saved from its curse, only by Christ Jesus. 

It is dbjrctcd, then, that to teach men tliey are 
accepted of God, solely on account of the obedience 
which our Lord paid to it in his life and death, wili 
weaken the obligations we are under to lead a holy 
life. 1 answer, it may, no doubt, be thus abused» 
and from the beginning has been by many. But 
what is it men have not most basely perverted ? In 
what light will you place the patience and mercy of 
God, to render them l^ss liable to licentious abuse ? 
But, on this account, will you be jealous of those 
perfections as prejudical to pmcti(^ religion? Or 
will you deny them, because of their supposed bad 
tendency ? The thought is dreadful, and the conse- 
quence universal destruction. It is just the same 
with the doctrine of the law, inferring the absolute 
necessity of be'mg saved only by what the Redeemer 
has done, and suffered. Act in the same manner 
with respect to both ; maintain the doctrines, detest 
and expose the abuse of them. 

Besides, what will you gain in favor of practical 
religion, by giving up this scriptural account of the 
law? You will only set men at liberty to frame a 
law of their own, as in feet they do, subversive of 
aU'^sar and love of God, or subjection to his autho- 
rity. But that the scripting doctrine of the law as a 
JMuftratiqa of death, compelling us to flee to the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



»5 COMf^LETE DUTY OF MAN. 

Redeemer for pardon and spiritual life, has any bad 
tendency, is utterly denied by the apostles, and all 
who hold the truth as they did. Shall we continue 
in sin, that gra«e may abound ? Do we then make 
void the law by fisuth ? Yea, we establish the law- 
This is their constant reply to all who arraign the 
doctrine as licentious. Indeed it is chosen, and found 
by experience the only successful means of turning* 
the heart to God in love. Its genuine operation is 
to bind us to him in everlasting bonds of gratitude, 
and willing obedience. It says, know your guilt 
and weakness, your desert and danger ; tfiink what 
you are bound to J>y the law, and what must be your 
end, if left imder its power ; then view the loving- 
kmdness of God, in giving his own Son to fulfil all 
righteousness. Is it possible to sin against so much 
goodness ? Granting it is, you must allow such a 
representation both of the justice ^id niercy of God 
(if any thing as a means can) will awake in men a 
thought of returning to God, bend their stubborn 
will, and make them hate iniquity. 

Most unreasonable, therefore, is it to charge this 
doctrine with condemning all men to destruction, 
who will not confess their^sinfulness, and seek to be 
saved through faith in Christ only, as a doctrine 
which relaxes the obligations to obedience, or in any 
degree favours licentiousness. 
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SUNDAY XIIL 

CHAP. XIIL 

i^lie dangerous Mistakes, which, through tgnoranbo o^ Ifa^ 
Law, govern our Minds. 

rF you know not the pierfection, nature, and end 
of the law, you will fatally mistake vour real charac- 
ttr before God; For if you have fallen into no in- 
iklhous transgresdionsj but been esteemed for youl: 
regular conduct, how can you confess yourself a 
condemned criminal, merely because you have com6 
shsrt in duty, or have offended in many points, of 
little moment in the opinion of the world ? For as 
the knowledge that judgment is come upon all men , 
to condemnation, is only by the law; of conse- 
quence, unless you allow sinless perfection your 
bounden duty, and, on failure, your doom, deaths 
yovL cannot appear in ybiu* own eyes, what you are 
in the sight of God, a lost sinner. Far from it, 
especially if you have had some sense of duty to- * 
T^ards God, and refrained from sins common at your 
age and condition of life, then ignorance of the law 
will leave you under a fatal conceit of being safe. 
You will think all calls to repentance, addressed to 
those who have given themselves up to vices, from 
which you have been always free-^^r to those who 
have never led the innocent life from tiieir youth up, 
which, in your own opinion, you have done. This 
delicious self-flattery will excite bitter resentment 
against all attempts to make you know yourself, 
and bring you before God with true humiliation and 
feith in his Son. Every thing of this kind will kindle 
your indignation, as a cruel design to wound your 
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peace, and a very unjust chai^ of wickedness upoit 
you. 

The force of so fetal an error will penrert also the 
advantages of a good education, the blessing of 
God's restraining grace, and make even that virtu- 
ous behaviour, which has gained you esteem, prove 
a greater obstacle in the way of our salvation than 
even gross wickedness proves to many; for gross 
wickedness carries its own condemnation with it. 
It has a tendency, on the first lucid interval to ex- 
cite confession of guilt, and cries for mercy. Where* 
as a behaviour more regulated by the commandments^ 
when the law is not understood, does but minister 
fuel to self-sufficiency, and self applause. Hence 
we read continually of the Scribes and Pharisees 
justifying themselves* Mam- of them were very 
regular in their lives, decent, and formally religious* 
Therefore, being ignorant of the law, they could see 
no need they had either of repentance, or his grace 
who came to save that which was lost. Exactly in 
the same false estimate of your condition, you must 
continue through the same ignorance, and either au* 
daciously contradict scripture declarations, concern- 
ing the guilt and apostasy of the human race, or equi- 
vocate about them, till you have reduced diem to a 
mere nothing. 

On the contrary, when, m die apostle^s emphati- 
' cal language, ** the commandment has slain you,** 
you will confess, without hesitation, aU your sinfol- 
n^s. And whatever snares you may have escaped 
by good education, or restraints of grace, and w;hat- 
ever esteem you have g^ned amongst men, still you 
will know these advanta^ alter not your state re- 
specting God. Though innocent of thbse iniquities 
which abound in the world, you arc nevertheless a 
transgressor, justly liable to eternal punishment, if 
dealt with according to your deserts'* Happy con^ 
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iriction of guilt, dischargtng in the conscience, the 
Baptist's beneficent office of old, preparing the way 
of the Lord, and rendering his name and salvation 
inestimably precious. 

2. . Ignorance of the law encourages hateful mo« 
tives of obedience. By creation the. blessed God has 
an indefeasible claim to all we have, and our entire 
subjection. This claim he has enforced by express 
command in all things to obey him. He has added 
also the stron^t commendations of an obedient spi- 
rit, and promised to it an everlasting reward. But 
a. most. ungrateful perversion is too generally made 
of these gracious declarations and promi^s, till iht 
law is understood; and what obedience is paid to 
the commandments, b paid upon principles, which 
render it odious in God's sight. For instance, some 
regard the prepepts enjoining liberality, and win 
ieed the hungry, and clothe the naked, and rejoice 
the widow's heart, in order to atone for sensuality, 
saying, ^^ Blessed are the merciful, for they shall ob- 
tain mercy." Others are conscientiously true to theur 
word, and faithful to all their engagements; flatter, 
ing themselves, that such integrity will make pride 
and profaneness in them easily overlooked as venial 
infirmities : for the righteous Lord, say they, loveth 
righteousness, and a just weight is his delight. A 
thud and worse sort» if possible, multiply exercises 
of devotion in commutation for justice and insin* 
eerity, malice, and covetousness, confiding in all the 
promises made to prayer and godliness. 

. From such hateful motives does that morality, hu^* 
manity, and &lse devotion, of which thousands are 
so con<»eited, spring. Notions, which prove they 
^ve no sense of the sinfulness of sin upon their 
minds, which sooth their pride, by exalting the 
value of polluted obedience, and which even en* 
courage tim^gressionf by supposing we have it in 
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QW pow^to make cotiqieiisation for it. Yet, offim? 
five to God as diis mistake is, nothing can overtumi 
the foundation widdi supports it, but knowledge of 
die law, which, denouncii^ a curse on every thing 
short of sinless perfection, Teayes no ground for this 
Tain imaginaticHi. By rejecting with dreadful men-^ 
aoes all human aittempts to atone fw a single vicda^ 
tion of duQr, it leaves no pqssibility of dreraiing thai 
pbedience in some or many instances can make satis- 
jfisK^don for the want of itin others. It compels $be 
iitde sinner to confess himself insolvent no less thaxi 
^ greatest; and that npthii^ can administer relief 
in his case, which is not equal to the demands of the 
law, and will not be aceeptedby it, i. e. the right- 
eousness suid blood of Chnst Jesus our Lord. 

3. Though you may possiUy be free from the 
gross and common error of £incying some sins will 
be overlodced in the blaze of many virtues, still, 
through ignorance of the law, you will impiously 
conceit that your personal r%hteousness, and Christ's 
obedience, have equally weight with God, act in 
the same owelty, and, by their joint influence, pro*' 
cure your salvation* Many, in fiict, under a strong 
aense of rdigion, do thi|s dangerously deceive them* 
aelves« They endeavour to do their duty in morti* 
fying their lusts, and leading a devout life. On this 
account, though confessedly guihy in many points, 
Iheir own goodness, thpy are confident, will contri^ 
bute to recommend them to God ; and what is wantt 
ing, the merits of Christ wiU make up. Of conse- 
quence, so long as they fell inifb no gross sin, but 
pontinue regular, luMiest, and attentive to rel^icm, 
they are satisfied they have done their part ^ and that 
such worth is in their sincere, thoi^h miperfect 
pbedience, as wiU procure them acceptance witt| 
pod. 

This r^ed error, uasufpected of ^ing^i ^^ff^ 
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fn^ peeacssion of the mind, till swept awajr bjr k&oww 
ledge of the law. Yet no error can abound more 
with self-contradiction, or affi::oiit to God. Withfud* 
. pable self-contradiction, since it supposes, that at the 
very time you confess yourself under the guilt of 
un, for many omis^cms and defi^ts, there can bo 
still excellency enough about you to obtiun favor 
with God : that even whilst conscience accuses, imd 
die law condemns you at a sinner^ your ri^iteous* 
ness will have considerable influence in making re« 
•onciliation for you. Palpable aMitradictifml to coii« 
fess yourself guilty, and implore pardon, yet expect 
to be favorably regarded for your work^ and Kfe. 
To implore pardon, implies that you cast yourself 
at the feet of mercy, without any plea, bat what is 
drawn entirdy from God. To trust at all in your 
own obedience, as a coadjutor with Christ, certainly 
mnplies a high degree of worth in what proceecb 
from yourself. 

Besides, by holding this ^mor» your affiront to 
Grod, is as notorious as the contradn^tion in which 
it involves you. According to this scheme, the 
^orious Redeemer undertook our ransom only to 
render our deficient duties meritorious, and our sans 
ioo&eii^ve. His life, sacrifice, and mediatoriai un* 
dertakings, serve only as a^pedestal on which' humatii 
worth may ^and exahed and recommended. Ac- 
cording to this scheme, Ae pardon of rebels against; 
the Most High, and the reception of leprous sinners 
into the bosom of Heaven (effects great uidecd!) 
are owing to the woik of our own hands, and the 
virtues of our own character, in conjunction mth 
Christ. 

. Can a greater afiront be ofiered to that divine 
goodness^ which interposed to save us, when we 
were lost, than thus to divide the cause of our ac<- 
Vepte^cebctireenChiistaJid ourselves? Wfaatm(»r 
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4arii^ oppcmtion to God the. Father, who hath 
given Christ for his salvation to the ends of the 
^arth, than to trust in our own obedience as having 
a partial influence to procure it for ouraelvea? What 
more plain denial of scripture, which appropriates, 
the salvation of sinners, from first to U^t, to the 
maise of theory of G^'s grace in Christ Jesus ?, 
Compare this self-exalting doctrine with l2»aiah's 
sublime account of the combat and conquest of the 
Redeemer^ and th^n conclude hofi^ injiuious to hi& 
honor it must i)e, to confide in your own works as 
coadjutors with hinu 

The prophet, in surprise at the appearance of a, 
most majestic persona^ asks, ^' Who is this that 
cometh from £d(Nn, with dyed garments from Boz-» 
rah ?" from the country and capital of the implaca« 
ble foes to the Israel of God. The Redeemer re-i 
plies, '^1 that speak in righteousness, mjghty tq 
save." The prpphet then renews his inquiry, 
** Wherefore [if thou art come not to, destroy r but 
save! art thou red in thin^ apparel, and thy garmeuta 
like him that treadeth in the wine-fat ?" The Re^ 
deemer answers, " 1 have trodden the wine-press by 
myself alone." Infinitely too great in my power to 
want an associate«^ and infinitely too jealous of nr| 
honor to accept of any assistant ; " of the people 
there was none with me :" the salvation of sinners is 
my act alone in every part ; yours be all the benefit, 
mine the whole glory, Isa. Ixiii. I—- 3. 

The inspired penmen uniformly teach the si^e 
doctrine;. . Yqt so pleasing to the human heart is the 
thought of ^umin^ a sh^ to ourselves in the^rand 
afiair of our salvation^ that nothing, but the know* 
ledge of God's law can make the attempt appear in 
its full absurdity and provocation. This indeed wilF, 
because it fixes with the greatest exactness the office 
(rf good workst and the place of hun^^d)e4ience« 
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■phe law will not suffer you lo consider the most con« 
scientious course of obedience in any other light, 
than as a proof that you believe, with godly sincere 
ity , the delightful truth, that Jesus purged away your 
sins by the sacrifice of himself; for which inestima. 
ble benefit, you love him, you keep his command* 
mentSt you abhor those sihs which caused him to 
groan, and bleed, and die. 

To think and live thus is Christian obecBence, of 
a quite different complexion from what every other 
kind of religion can produce. This is to use the 
law lawfully, not as interfering with the Redeemer; 
or shading; his glonr, by encour^png expectation of 
Kfe from Keeping the commandments, but as a clear 
revelation of the infinite demerit of sin, and the ab- 
solute need of Christ's iilterposition, " who is the 
end of the law for rigfiteousness, to every one that 
believeth.** 

4. Self-preference and conceit of personal perfec- 
tion in the saints, maintain their ground in men 
ignorant of God's law. - The slightest observer of 
human nature wil! soon perceive our ruling passion 
is, to have the pre-eminence in all things. Hence, 
not only beauty, wealth, learning, or noble birth, but 
even spiritual attainments, become strong tempta* 
tions to pride. Of old, we find a numerous party 
amongst the Jews, conscious of their superior good* 
ness, crying out, ** Stand by thyself, come not near 
to mai for I am holier than tiiou," Isa. Ixv. 5. 

The same persons judged it impossible the chief 
of sinners should be pardoned,^ and treated them 
with disdam. That proud spirit is not extinct, but 
governs many at this day, who stand distinguished 
for strict religion. To purge out this leaven of the 
Pharisees, the law fe of sovereign use. To tell 
tiiose who highly esteem themselves for their reli- 
gious excellencies, that tbey owe ttefn all to God, h 
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n»t sufficient The Pbariseds allowed it, yet took 
much complaceiK^ in tbemsehres on that very ac« 
count. Neither is it sufficient to remind them, that 
Qumy blemishes cleave to and defile their best ser« 
vices, so that they have no pretensions to self-esteem « 
For these thii^ they will frface to the score of hu« 
man infirmities^ stiU pitmdly dwelling, in their own 
minds, on the manifest di&rence betwixt themselves 
and others. But when you lay the axe to the root 
c^ this evil tree, when you convince such self-con^ 
ceited professors, that after all they have received 
or done, they are not only imperfect, but lost, if 
dealt with according to their deserts ; since they, no 
more than the vilest felon, ean say they have con* 
tinued in all things written in the book of the law^ 
consequently they have incurred its curse ; and per^ 
petually want, as much as any upon earth, the blood- 
and righteousness of our Lwd Jesus Christ, for their 
justification. 

Thus self-estem and sdf^preference, in every 
state, and in every soul of man, is excluded. Since, 
whatever difference there may be between sinners, 
respecting degrees of guilt or excellency, the law 
suffers no man living to imagine he stands accepted 
with his Maker, on account of his own good life or 
temper. ^ 

5. The conceit of personal perfection also in the 
saints (that offspring of spiritual pride) is owing in 
part to ignorance of the law. For such polluted 
creatures as we are, after our highest attainments, ' 
could never possibly dream we were free from all 
charge of sin, if we knew the full extent of our 
duty, what, in every instance, and on all occasions, 
the law requires : that we are con>manded not only 
to serve tl^e Lord, but to serve hrm with all our 
strength ; not only to love our neighbour, but to 
love him as ourselves, and derMnsttate we do both 
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hv every word, desire, temper, and thought : In 
abort, that it requires us to live up to the very 
iKight of that a<£)rable example set before us ia 
the man Christ Jesus, and be to the full as holy as 
he was himself, since he only fulfilled the perfect 
law : Who can know this, and say there is no ini« 
quity in me ? Who can know this, and not readily 
acquiesce in that very humbling confession inspired 
by the Holy Ghost. " There is not a just man upon 
earth, that liveth and sinneth not f If thou. Lord, 
shouldst mark iniquity, who shall stand ? But ther& 
is forgiveness with thee [equally needed by every 
child of Adam] that thou mayest be feared/' 

From what has been advanced, it is evident, if you 
desire to be a believer in the Lord Jesus Christy 
upon rational and sound conviction, you must ac-^ 
quaint yourself with the nature and design of the 
law God spake from mount Sinai, as explained smd 
enforced in Holy Writ. Then, like a faithful mir. 
ror, it will give you to see all your poverty and sin- 
fulness. It will make the mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus appear as great, and necessary, and ^orious^ 
as the Bible declares it is. Then you will live by 
feith in the S(m of God, pleading, with all humility 
at the throne of grace, his sacrifice and perfect right- 
eousness, the sure and only foundation of hope to- 
wards God. 

And as a son, who, dirough folly and extreme 
baseness of mind, has tnx)Ught himself into a state 
of disease and ruin, duly affected with his condition^ 
will most thankfully acknowledge the kindness of 
his loving parent, who, notwithstanding all, re- 
ceives him home, and embraces him with love un- 
feigned : So, the sight of your own sinfulness, man- 
ifested by the law, will excite in you intense de- 
sires to live to God, who had compassion on you, 
and loved your person, when not one single feature 
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of comeliness was about you, and, in the midst of 
much inherent depravity, loves you still. Thus 
4hose two universal and mighty principles of disQ- 
Inrdience, self-conceit, and self-esteem, will be ex- 
pelkd, and a rational humility, the excellent ground 
of every fruit of righteousness, will be secured. 
Convinced, beyond a doubt, that if judgment be 
laid to the line, and you were called upon to answer 
in every article of duty, according to what you owe, 
you must be found exceedingly wanting ; you wiU 
adore, love, and obey him, who hath redeemed yoa 
from the curse of the law, by being made a curse for 
you, to an eternal inheritance. 



PRAYER, 

Suited to the preceding Chapters on ttit Law. 

O GOD, glorious in holiness, jealous of thy 
honor, yet full of mercy. Thou hast given us a law 
holy as thyself. Give us, we beseech thee, the 
knowledge of its perfection and design, that we may 
^ Utterly cease from every expectation of escaping the 
punishment due to our transgression by our obedi- 
ence. O let the time past suffice to have been s# 
long alive without the law. Now may we place alt 
our hoi>e of acceptance with thee, on that sure foun<- 
dationthou hast laid in Sion, on that tried chief cor- 
ner-stone, the crucified Jesus. O may this great, 
this only fulfiller of the law, be always our peace, 
our righteousness, all our salvation, and all our de- 
sire. Him may we love and serve : and always re- 
joice, knowing, that whilst the righteousness of the 
law saith, the man who doth these things shall live 
by them, tl» righteousness of faith saith, if thou 
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«luik confess with thy mouth, the Lord Jesus, and 
shah betieve in thy heart that God hath raised turn 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

And the nearer the ali-decisive hour approaches, 
when we must give account of ourselves to God, so 
much the more may we long to be found, not under 
the law, but under gr^ce ; not having our own 
righteousness, which b of the law, but that which 
is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith ; that^ to the confusion of 
all the enemies of our souls, it may appear, in the 
presence of men and angels, that \^e are passed from 
death to life, and shall not come into condemnation. 

We beseech thee, .O God, to have compassioa 
upon all who have religious zeal, but without know* 
ledge ; who being ignorant of thy righteousness, art 
going about to establish their own, and have not sub- 
mitted themselves to the righteousness of God. 
Give them to know, they never can find peace or 
safety upon any foundation they can lay with their 
own hands ; for the bed is shorter than that a mai^ 
can stretch himself upon it, and the covering u^- 
rower than that he can wrap himself in it. Lead 
them to the Rock that is higher than themselves, to 
the Lord our righteousness. 

Finally, we entreat, that thou wouldst convert 
from their pernicious error, all who wrest the infi- 
nite puri^ of thy law, to their own destruction : 
who not only reject it as a covenant of works, 
but as a rule of liA: ; who, in their mad and impious 
foUy, despise and deride that holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord. Teach them, 
that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully^ Con- 
vince them, that all who are dead to the law, by the 
body of Christ, are married to another, even to him 
^lat is raised from the dead, that they should bring 
forth fruit unto God. 

Heat and answer, O King of Heaven, these our 
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requests, for the sake of Jesus Christ the righteous^ 
our advocate, and the. propitkttkm for our sstt*- 
Amen* 



SUNDAY XIV. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Futh in onr Lord Jesus Christ ascertained from 
Scripture Testimony. 

In almost erery page oS scripture, excellent thingi 
are spoken of the power of fmth. And whatever 
some may boast of their shining deeds, and merito« 
rious virtues, extolled for their good effects in soci« 
e^ ; still, so long as the authonty of the Bible re^ 
mains, it is a decided point, that to be without 
faith in Christ, b to be actually exposed to the 
wrath of God. 

Every one, therefore, ought most carefully to in- 
form himself what b the nature of this fundamental 
grace. The plainest and shortest method to deter- 
mine so important a matter, I apprehend, will be to 
ascertain what they did^ who are highly commended 
by our Lord Jesus Christ for their &ith in him, and 
in what they offended, whom he rebuked for their 
unbelief. When these two points are fixed, the 
nature of &ith will be so far laid open, as to pre- 
vent erroneous opinions concerning it ; and deliva: 
^rious minds from that perplexity, which, amidst 
continual disputes about faidi, they find it difficult 
to avoid. 

The first example, I shall seleet, to determine 
precisely the nature of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
IS the Centurion, mentioned, Matt viTi. Warmed 
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^ffth benevolence, and toudied with sympathy for 
9fi afflict^ servant in his own fiunily, he earnestly- 
^plied to the Redeemer, begging him to take pity 
on the case, and heal his servant, whom he had left^ 
grievously tormented with the palsy. The £dth 
which inspired this request, though perfectly known 
to Jesus, was not to the surrounding multitude. 
They could not say, whether he might not come, 
glad, as one in a desperate case, to catch at any 
thing for relief. Our Lord, therefore, replies to him 
in such a manner, as he knew would bring forth full 
proof of his faith : ^^ He saith, I will come and heal 
mm." But the amiable modesty of this great be* 
liever will not suffer him to thii^ of the honor oi 
receiving such a guest under his roof. He answers, 
Iherefcxe, that it was wholly unnecessary for Jesus 
to trouble himself '^ to come ; Speak the word only, 
and my servant shall be healed." Adding, that he 
was not less assured of Christ's power over all bodily- 
diseases, both to inflict and remove them at his 
pleasure, than of his own authority to command his 
soldiers. 

" When Jesus heard it, he marvelled :" at the in- 
finitely grand and just idea^ which this Romah cap- 
tain conceived of his power, who was in outward 
appearance the poorest of men. To make hb fiudi, 
therefore, most conspicuous through all ages, and at 
the same time precisely define the nature of fiiith, 
by which every member of the church is saved, 
^* Jesus said unto them that followed, VerUy I say 
unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in 
Israel. And I say imto you, many shall come from 
the East and the West [ptrtakers of the same pre- 
cious faith you now see exercised towards mel and 
shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of heaven." 

But the faith of this Centurion was neither more 
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nor less than absolute dependence upon Gtuist, as 
able to heal his sick and dyings servant. Consc:quetit« 
ly ) at all times, and in all persons, true faith in Chriat 
is the dependence of the heart upon him for con* 
tinual help in all our need. 

This is again strongly confirmed by the memo* 
rable instance of the Canaanitish woman. Hearing 
tliat Jesus was in the country bordering upon hef 
abode, she came unto him, saying, '' Have mercy 
upon me, O Lord, thou Son of David. My daughter 
is grievously vexed with a devil/* But, contrary* 
to his behaviour in every other case« he answered 
her not a word. ^* And his disciples [more benevo% 
lent in appearance than their divine Master] came^ 
and besought him, saying, Send her away, for shef 
crieth after us. Regard her anguish, and grant her 
request." In his reply, he seems absolutely to re-/ 
fuse her request, giving for a reason, that his minis*^ 
try was to be confined to the Jews. And when again 
entreated by her, he adds, in a still more discourage 
kig tone, *^ That it was not meet for him to displays 
his mercy amongst the Heathen, who, by their idol* 
atry, and other detestable pollutions, were become 
like dogs before God. This he was to exercise to* 
wards Israel only, the children of God by covenant 
and profession. 

The woman replies, " Truth, Lord, yet the dogs' 
eat of die crumbs which fall from their master's 
table." Permit me only to share the privilege which 
dogs^njoy in a family. Amidst the plenty of miracu* 
lous cures bestowed by thee on Israel, thy children, 
drop one on me, a poor distressed Heathen, by which 
act of beneficence, they will suffer no more loss, thaa 
the children of a family do by a few crumbs cast td 
the dogs. 

" Then Jesus answered, O Woman, great is thy 
faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt," Mat. xv* 
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BL But what was her faith? A patient^ resolute^ 
Invincible trust for relief upon the grace she knew 
4welt so richly in him^ notwiUistaiiding the greatest 
^scouragemcntsto trust any longer. This« therefore^ 
no less clearly than the former instance, determines^ 
that faith in Jt* sus Christ precisely means reliance of 
the heart on him for help and deliverance. 

The fault charged on those who are rebuked l^ 
him for unbehef^ proves as strongly the same thiiigu 
In St. Mark we read that our Lord, fatigued with 
^ abundant labours of love, fell asleep as he was ill 
a ship with his disciples. A storm in an instant 
arises. Now, the raging billows toss them up t<» 
the clouds, then, partings let them sink, till they 
mre almost buried in the deep. The disciples exert^ 
in vain, their utmost skill to manage the vessel. 
The waves fill her, that she was beginning to sink^ 
when, giving themselves up for lost, they ran shriek* 
ing out to Jesusi '' Master, master, we perish.'^ 
Their cries awoke him. He instantly rebuked the 
winds and the sea, and there was a calm. Immedi^ 
ately he turns upon his disciples wiUi this reproof^ 
*' VVhy are ye so fearful ? How is it, that ye have 
no faith?" Mark iv. 38. 

In this instance, want of assurance in the pow^ 
6f Christ to save them, even when destruction had 
opened its jaws to swallow them up, and a doubt 
of his ability to gather the stormy wind in his fist, 
9f\A bind the raging flood fSrom oveiflowing them, 
when they were almost overwhelmed in the sea : It 
was this which our Lord rebukes, as a demonstra* 
tion of their unbelief. And very justly too ; since, 
afeer the wonders they had seen him do, and hb 
promises of love to them, they ought to have known 
bis power could deliver them in the time of their 
Astress, though the vessel had foundered, and save 
all, as he afi^rwards did one of their number^ 
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by making them walk on the waves , as on sofiA 
land. 

To avoid being tedious, only one instance more 
shall be produced, but decisive on the point. 

In St. Maik, ch. ix. we read, that a father, in an- 
guish for his son possessed with a devil, brought 
him to the apostles, that they might heal him. Upon 
finding them unable, he, dispirited by tfie remem- 
brance of his dear child's long continued misery, 
was afraid this case might surpass also the power rf 
Jesus to cure. " The father therefore «aith unto 
him. If thou canst do any thing, have compassion 
on us, and help us. Jesus said unto him, If thou 
canst believe, all things are possible to him that be- 
Heveth, [i. e. depends upon my all-sufficient power.} 
And straightway the father of the child cned out, 
and said with tears. Lord, I believe, help thou my 
unbelief" Now I can trust in thee as able to help 
me. With shame I lament the remaining unbeli^ 
which I feel struggling agadnst me. O for^ve it, 
and take it all away. Thoroughly cure both me and 
my son; me of my spiritual, him of his corporeal 
disease* 

I know not a single instance in the New Testa- 
ment either of faith extolled, or unbelief reproved, 
where the nature of this fundamental grace is not pre- 
dsely fixed to be the affiance of the soul in Chnst, 
for help and deliverance. 

Should it be said the Centurion and Canaanitish 
woman shewed their trust ; the disciples in tfie tem- 
pest, and the distressed father dieir unbeliefs in thingsi 
temporal ; therefore, they are not proper examples 
to detertnine the nature of that faitfi, to which the 
5;alvation of the soul and eternal life are promised \ 
the answer is obvious— Diffisrence in the nature of 
benefits implored certainly infers no difference at all 
in the principle of feith by which they are earnestly 
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sought. Noah built the ark ; Abraham ofkted his 
son; and Moses esteemed the reproach of Christ 
^[reater riches than all the treasures of Egypt, from 
one and the sa|ne princble of &ith. The acts though 
totally different in kind, were the glorious effect of 
jme single cause. 

In like manner, whether reliance on the power of 
Christ be for deliverance in thbgs spiritual or tem« 
jporal, from wants in number less or more, it is still 
she very same temper of heart, exercising itself on 
the same glorious object. 



SUNDAY XV. ^ 

CHAP. XV. 
The extent of Faith in Christ* 

1 HIS reaches as far as owr necessities, of which a 
particular knowledge is needful ; and the use of faith 
to obtain a supply for them all bein^ considered, we 
shall have as ample and distinct a view of this grace 
as can be ^ven. 

Compare then your life, the tempers, desires, and 
purposes of your heart, with the law of God, the 
rule of your duty. Accusations against you will im- 
mediately pour in from every side. Each command- 
ment, as Christ himself explains it, charges you with 
hmumerable sins of commission or omission. God 
and your own conscience tells you that your oflGmces 
have not been merely mistakes and inadvertencies, 
but provoking expressions of unbelief, pride, self- 
love, and self-will, rebellmg against his government. 

To believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, is, under 
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heart-ftlt grief for all this sinfulness, and in abhc^« 
ihence of it*, to depend on his blood as the only pro* 
|>itiation which God hath set forth for sin. It is ta 
tise only this plea. The blood of Christ cleanseth 
from all sin. It is in steady rejection (rf every hop* 
built upon your own good qualities or repentance^ 
or simply the mercy of God, to place your whole 
confidence in Christ, made sia, though he knew no 
«n, that all who believe on his name, might be mad* 
(in spite of mountainous obstacles, dismaying to be* 
hold) the righteousness of God in him. It is under 
consciousness of perpetual dtfiiement in 3rourselfy 
and infinite purity in God, to regard Christ as your 
passover, and his blood your whole safeguard from 
deserved wrath, as the faithful Israelites of old 
sprinkled the blood of the lamb on their door, as 
their protection from the destroyer. 

Equal in degree to your guilt, you will confess is 
vour ignorance in things spiritual. That your appre^ 
hensions of God are exceeding low ; your concep* 
tions of his law, sin, and your own demerit, all de^ 
plorably wrong ; that numberless prejudices remain 
in your heart against the truth ; and an inordinate 
affection to earthly things, weakening the impressions 
which things eternal ought constantly to make on 
your mind* 

In these circumstances, faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ means dependence upon him, as one able t# 
enlighten your understanding, and secure you from 
all ^e delusions of your own false reasonings. It is 
to look up to him for instruction, who came into the 
world) that all who believe in him should not walk 
in darkness, but have the light of life. It is, witk 
^ simplicity of a child, to believe jusi what he telte 
|«m is tJie truth, without a murmur, or a doubt. It 
IS every day, as absolutely to depend on the teach* 
iog of Christ by his word and spirit, as pupils do oo 
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tlielectQTes of a professor most &inous for know* 
ledge in his science. 

Earnest endeavours to obey the commandments of 
' God> without which^ external religion and a sober 
behaviour arc vain, will soon convince you of your 
own weakness. You will feel your nature violently 
prone to evil, and the desires of your heart often 
shameful. You will see yourself surrouf^d with 
temptatiom to transgress, and many strong discour* 
agements against paying obedience in all things to 
your Maker's wilL You will soon find it is a work 
£u* surpassing human power to alter the course of 
nature, by bringing back that heart to God which 
has been alienated from him ; by making your will, 
almost lawless before, bow in all things to his right* 
eous commands : and after having walked in the 
paths of self indulgence, as the only paths of pleasure, 
to oppose its sug^stions, and in humility bewail 
them. Yet this inward change alone is true holiness; 
idl ^lort of it, partiality and hypocrisy. 

Acquainted then with the nature of true religion, 
you will earnestly enquire how you shall be ever able 
to perform your duty? Faith in Christ is dependence 
JUpon him, in those circumstances, to purify your 
heart, to give you victory over every corruption of 
nature, a blessing no less to be desired than pardon 
0f all sin. It is daily to make application to him, 
in assurance that he is able to save your soul from 
the tyranny of beloved lusts, thou^ all other 
methods used have utterly tailtd ; and that he wiU 
lanetify you wholly, make you entiiey devoted to 
ilimself, and preserve you blameless in understand** 
4ng, soul, and body. 

• Thus far the exent of fiiith in Christ respects our 
<ondition here. But as this life must very soon end, 
n*»eti either riie dismal effects of uncanceled and un* 
conquered sin must be eternally endured, or the 
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unsearchable blessings of redemption be fully en- 
joyed : In this view, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
enlarges itself by firmly dependinej on his loVe for 
an abundant provision when earthly comforts fail, 
and present objects cdase. It rests assured on his 
naked word, that your separated spirit shall not wan- 
der desolate in the unknown world, nor your dead 
body remain for eyer a prisoner in the grave; on the 
contrary, that the one shall be raised and fashioned 
by him into a perfect resemblance of his own glori- 
OU8 body ; and the other be admitted into that bless- 
ed kingdom, where his infinite wisdom and almighty * 
power make the bliss of his saints exceed all we can ' 
imagine. It is, in habitual expectation of death, to 
conimend your spirit into his hands, knowing he is 
able to keep that which you have coinmitted unto 
him unto that day. 



SUNDAY XVI. 
CHAP. XVI. 



Great ^vantages from receiving Christ's own Definition of 
Faith in his Name. 

OEVER AL scripture instances have been produced 
above, of those our Lord commended for thdr faith, 
pr reproved for their unbelief, proving it n^ans a* 
constant dependence upon his power and grace for 
relief in all our need. In thb chapter^ I shall point 
out the great advantages of receiving this definition 
pf faitli, and being establbhed in its truth. 

This definition of fidth in Christ b easy to be vx^ 
^^tqod by all mankind, an4 in its very natiire ^^^ 
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eludes every abuse of &ith, whilst it gives oomfint 
and assurance to the mind, and ascribes to Christ 
tiiat glory in the salvation of sinners, which b so 
fully ascribed to him in the word of (>od. 

Men of learning frequently condemn the laying 
great stress on the doctrine of faith, as very perplex- 
ing to those of no education. They tell us, after all 
we can say about it, common people will be still at 
a loss to conceive what faith in the Son of God 
means* Could this objection be made good, it 
would overturn the whole credit of the gospel ; be- 
cause it perpetually inculcates £uth as the root of all 
excellencies, and affirms the want of it to be the 
death of the soul. And certain it is, that whatever 
is of such moment to the salvation of all, must be 
level to the capacity of every one who will diligently 
attend to information. But what place is there for 
this objection, when the idea of faith in Christ means 
only constant dependence upon him, to receive wis-- 
dom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption ? 
Are not the poor as well acquainted to the full, as 
the learned or rich, with the nature of promises, and 
the confidence they deserve, when given by men of 
integrity and power ? Is the meanest capacity at 
any loss cleariy to conceive, that children who would 
Icam must entirely depend upon their teacher ? Or 
that insolvent debtors must go to prison, or stand 
beholden to some surety, or some act of grace ? 
Tluit those who cannot resist their enemies in their 
own strength must seek for defence to one mightier 
liian they f By transferring these very common ideas 
to the Redeemer, you have a full distinct idea of 
fiuth in his name. And supposing the grounds for 
putting your whole trust in him such as all niay^ 
equally perceive their force (a point which will be 
pcov€d hereafter), then no one can say with truth, 
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tfiere is any obscurity in tbe nature of ^ fidtfa^ 
Chris^t requires, or its immoveable foundation. 

2. The scriptural idea of &ith in Christ, as a coa^ 
stant depeoidence on him for wisdom, righteousness** 
aanctification, and redemption, excludes all i^buses 
of the doctrine of salvation by faith. That man^^. 
and grievous ones should prevail, is not strange^ 
wice the incomparable blessings promised to it wort; 
like so many bribes upon our self-love, to make u^ 
deal dishonestly, and in want of the reality, embrace 
a counterfeit* But all fal^ notions of faith, when 
Compared with the above definition oi its nature^ 
^and at once detected and exposed. 

For instance, speculative faith is apt generally and 
fatally to deceive, without suspicion. When a. 
learned reasoncr has compared the glorious prophe*' 
cies of Christ, with the events which prove their 
e^act acoHnplishment ; has canvassed his miracles 
afid doctrine, till his conviction of the truth is com-^ 
plete ; this learned reasoner, probably^ will be very' 
confident he is a true believer in Christ, though hid 
rulirig passions utterly disgrace his fiiith, and give 
all witnesses (^ his example cause to think his reli* 
g|on contemptible. 

To convince a man of this sort, that be shame*, 
fully imposes upon himself by calling hb knowledgt 
and assent to evidence, £Euth in Christ, will, I grants 
be difl^ult. Yet, so far as means can be of use t# 
effect the conviction of such deplorable self-abusci^' 
it must be proving that his acquaintspce with scrip- 
ture prophecies, miracles, and doctrines ; his ready 
acknowledgment that Jesus is the Christ ; and alac^/ 
rity in defence of his gospel against the whole army 
of infidels ; still leave him upon the same ground^ 
where all stand who despise revelation, i. e. just as 
much a stranger to any daily dependence upon Jesa9 
Christ; that he, no. more. than, impimtt wfiotkny 
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hunMf Idoks up, as a poor, ignorant, helpless, sin* 
fol (feature, for relief of his necessities^ to the alU 
sufficient Saviour. Consequently this speculative^ 
learned^ self-satisfiol believer, may perceive that 
^th in the Son of God, which the scripture requires 
to the saving of the soul, is a thing entirely different 
from giving assent to the gospel as the truth ot* God» 
The latter may be given by the vilest of men in all 
their villany ; the former can be possessed only hf 
the bumble and contrite in spirit, who long after true 
liberty and the salvation of God. 

3, By the same way of trial, another detestable 
abuse of faith in Christ, to which love of sin inclined 
tos all, will be fully detected. No sootier was the 
name of Christ preached to the Heathen wofld^ and 

glorified by the conversion of vast multitudes, thaa 
atan, jealous of his own empire, prevailed over a 
large body of professing Christians to boast that 
tiiey had feith, and were complete in Christ, whilst 
tfiey lived in contempt of his authority. They 
loudly vaunted that Christ's righteousness was theirs^ 
while they despised, disdained^ and, with tnfemid 
taalice^ hated holiness, the image of God. In every 
revival of Christ's religion, the same accursed error 
has revived with it : what is said of envy respecting, 
great merit ? 

£nvy's the shadow, proves the substance true^ 
Isolds good in thb point Wherever the true gospd 
§4 enforced, this dreadful abuse of it will certainly 
make its appearance in some degree.* 

^ St. Puul, St. James,. St. Peterj and St. John, taw this de« 
t^table perversion of gospel grace, and give, in all their epis- 
tles, an anddote against its poison. In Geitnany and Englioid, ^ 
some time after tbe glorious Reformation, the infernal delusion 
of' Antinomiai) faith spread much* Fur, therefore, is this li^ 
^ntious abuse from being, ft reason for not pi*eaehing the doc« 
tnnes of grace. But it is a constant cull upon Christ's minis- 
ter, ckarty to explain, and by a scriptural idea of faithj guard 
their peofie^ and expose the devices o£ the wicked. 
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. This delusicm, very properly called Antyi0ti^0t 
£iith, from its avowed opposition to the control of 
God's law, can find no reception, nor ever be mis- 
taken for ^th in Christ, as &ith means constant de^ 
pendence on him for wisdom, righteousness, sane- 
tification, and redemption. Because nothing can be 
jnore opposite to this disposition of mind respectii^ 
our Saviour, than the blasphemous falsehood that 
you are to depend upon him for no communications 
of grace. Nothing can be more contrary to the faidi 
so extolled by his own lips, dian the infatuation 
' which leads you to conclude you need not look to 
his power for victory over every evil and corrupt 
desire. Nor can any thing so effectusdly abolish all 
intercourse between the Redeemer and the redeem- 
ed, than so to interpret the efficacy of his divioe 
obedience and precious blood, as if no purification 
of the soul was needful. This licentious notion, in 
its very nature, absolutely excludes all appliqation 
to the Redeemer, consequently all dependence upon 
him. However, then, many may vehemently con- 
tend for diis notion, as the only pure faiths it cer- 
tainly has not cme single property of scriptural &ith 
in Christ. 

4. It is common to mistake opinions, received 
only from education, for faith in Christ Jesus. En- 
grossed by earthly pursuits, most men feel not the 
importance of revealed truth. They take, therefore, 
the national religion for granted, be it what it may, 
and regularly conform to all its institutions. After 
having done so for a course of years, they absurdly 
take it also for granted, that nothing less than true 
Christian faith could have kept them so long wor- 
shippers of God, without ever calling the doctrines 
of the Bible in question : whilst the feet is, gross 
carelessness, sensuality, or immoderate application 
to business, or love of money, would never suffer 
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lll6m to thhik reli^^on a siibjtot deserving serious 
Intention. 

If you intern^t6 such deluded, but confidenC 
fiMrmalists, whether they were ever painfully con- 
vinced of their natural ignorance of God, great 
guilt, and depravity of heart before him? Whether 
they are wont, with grief, to confess the provoca* 
don of their sins, the power of their evil timpers^ 
and, in view of both, depend on Jesus alone to save 
them ? These leading questions will at once lay bare 
the lies which they make their refuge, and provc^ 
diat what they call faith in Christ, is nothing but 
vain and despicable credulity, founded on education; 
and the traditions of men. 

Further, if you ask any one of these self-satisfied 
formalists in religion, who assume to themselves the 
name of believers in Jesus, why do you think your- 
self in a safe state? He will answer, that he has used 
his best endeavours to lead a good life, and that 
God is merciful, and knows our frailty. An answer 
vidiich flatly contradicts the scripture. That, so &r 
from teaclung us to expect pardon merely because 
God is merciful, or we endeavour to lead a good 
life, proclaims Christ's death on the cross a substi- 
tute for sinners, is the one only possible means of 
reconciliation with God. So &r from intimating 
that our unassisted endeavours will succeed, it cont- 
mands us constantly to seek the Lord and his strength. 
Judge, therefore, what a mere delusion is the faith of 
formalists in religion, since it leaves them ignorant 
how their sins are to be pardoned, or victory over 
them obtained. 

5. There is still another mistake about the nature 
of faith in Christ, which this plain scriptural idea of 
it discovers, and, without encoura^g sloth or for- 
mality in religion, refutes. Men of me best listen- 
tions, and with hearts, warm for the good of soifli^^ 
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liave represented faith in Christ to be a particulac 
^velation to every individual believer, the moment 
he does in truth believe, whereby the forgiveness of 
his sins is made self-evident upon the force of inwar4 
feeling on/y- 

. That the blessed God can impress on the miipd so 
Strong a sense of pardon^ as to make his dear obedi- 
ent children certain of their salvation, ncme but those 
will doubt, who take upon them to limit the mercy, 
and power of the Almighty, and prescribe to his 
wisdom. That^ in many instances, he is pleased thug 
to manifest his name and love, none can dispute who 
have- known the lives or deaths of the excellent 
among his saints. By this, martyrs have been abl^ 
ito sing.in the flames: by this, thousands are ke]^ 
fiiithful to God and duty, amidst scoffs from the 
ibrmal, and insults from the profiine. 
. Indeed^ men must first strangely undervalue the 
salvation of their souls, and the love of God, who 
can rest satisfied, till they know their sins are for- 
•given. Nevertheless, it is one thing to feel the jog ^ 
*of pardon: another, to know you depend upon the 
.'Lord Jesus Christ only, for pardon and supply of all 
your wants. One thing to exult Jn.God^s love to 
your soul ; quite another tocall upon him, who ia 
, exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give rQ- 

E^ntance and remission of sins to all who believe iii. 
s name. And to say^ real faith in him can be evi- 
.denced no otherwise than by feeling an immediaitp 
. testimony of pardon, b as gross a mistake, as to sup- 
.pose no credit can be given to the written promise 
of a friend any longer than you hear him enforce it 
* with repeated decl^tions of his afftction for yoi). 
. In every other case, this would argue violent distruft 
of the promise- maker : How then can it be the on)/ 
test of fiiith in Christ ? 
it was needful here im guard against this mistake 
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4f the nature of faidi in Christ, because, when the 
|iower of religion revives, may lay too great a stress 
on the knowl^ge of forgiveness c^ sins, tlvough the 
Ibrce (rf* an inwa^ feeling; many make it their whole 
business to seek the proof of their pardon in such 
sensations, not from the written word explained and 
applied by the Holy Ghost, and speak as if nothing 
was worth acknowledging as a gracious gift from 
^ove, whilst men are strangers to such an evidence 
of their pardon. Others (we must own with grief) 
iiave by this mistake dreadfully imposed upon them* 
selves, in taking a strong emotion of joy for £iith, 
though ignorant of the evil of sin, and strangers. to 
all humiliation for it. In the same mbtake,'a third 
class have been overwhelmed with terrors, and led 
{or a long time cruelly to pass sentence upon tl^m*^ 
selves, as persons concluded in unbelief, and with? 
out Cteist, at the very time they were depending 
^pon him as all their salvation ; consequently, ac- 
cording to the scripture idea of faifhi were true he^ 
lievers. . • 

' Another great advant^e arising fipom this scrips 
ture definition of faith in Christ, is the establishment 
of believers in peace. Christ promises, to all who 
receive him, more than an equivalent in this worid, 
for every thing they may lose, or suflfcr for bis sake, 
'and eternal life in the next ; assuring them that re* 
conciliation is made for their iniquity ; that they are, 
Without ceasing, the object of God's care and love, 
and the heirs of glory. But assurance that these 
t>lessings belong to any pacticalar person, depends 
wholly on die certainty the person possesses of hav- 
ing true fsath in the Son of God. If this point be 
brought into doubt, his peace departs, his comfort 
tidies away; because all the promises of God's 
special love belong to them alooe, who are in Chris( 

JeSQ8« 
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' It is m doubt with any member of his churchy 
whether a true believer is accepted of God. Bu| 
die doubt so cruelly perplexing to serious mindSi^ 
und chiUing to their hopes, is, whether they are be- 
Kevers or not. In order, then, to secure to the &idu* 
fu|, that peace which the w<nd of God dedares they 
)mve a fuU right to ^oy, &e evidence vriiich provesr 
the reality of £uth must be both clear and perma^- 
nent Of this perfect kind, is the evidence whicb 
accompanies a lively dependence on the Lord Jesua 
Christ, to supply dl our spiritual wants. No oiw 
can poss<^ss it, without being conscious he does so ; 
for it implies an intimate interesting connexion be<. 
tween Christ and the soul ; a knowledge of him^ 
affecting the heart, and full di ii^uence, a daily and 
persevering applicaticm to him. Whoever therefore 
lives in diis dependence upon Christ, might as 
l«i»onably call in question the reality of what passes 
between himself and his friends on earth, as whether^ 
be is a believer in Jesus. This is im evidence also 
no less abiding than clear ; because, dependence upon 
Christ, and ajppUcttidn to lum, do not vary as spir* 
itual consolatiotis do. No believer returns to the 
love of sin, after having called, with schtow and 
ikep humility, upon the Redeemer to ddhrer hinr 
^rom its curse and power ; nor rev<^ to a legal trust 
in himself as righteous, after having cordially submits 
ted to the righteousness of God. Py consequencey 
one actually involved in gloom, and tormented witfar 
fear, lesth^ diiould have no pfut in Christ, beomse 
he feels no transport, or is troubled with doubts/ 
ifrill be able (whei> he knows the nature oC &ith) to 
prove himself a believer, by proving his whole de-. 
pendence for sali^tion is on Christ aicffie^ Ami from 
an establishment in this truth, the vary joy whose 
absence he was mourning will spring up, fioiirishv 
and, like a fragn^it fiower in its proper soil, yield ^ 
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4lljigiitftil odour. Hie wiUbeable, wHb the highest 
gidsfactiont to say^ ^^ Ip the Lord's wcu^ will I re* 
joioe, in the Lord's word will I comfort me." 

Besides, active trust on the L(ml Jesus Christ 
lor present supply of our wants, proves,, from itq 
success, an atncUng source of assurance to the mind 
wfaidi possesses it For every sinner first exercises 
trust in the Redeemer ki a necessitous ccmdition* 
He would never cast himself a supplicant 9t his f eet» 
(tould he be safe without his [Hrotection, or satisfied 
without his peace. Upon such i^ication, the 
promise of God engages that the things asked for 
shall be received. Accordingly, when you dq)end 
upon Jesus as your proph^, very ^oon wisdom from 
above will be given to you, and an understanding 
of the way of life will in some measure be bestow- 
ed* Very soon d>e world, sin, and your own heartg 
will appear to you in a new light : God, in his per* 
feetiona, his workfs, and go^h wiU be seen^^^ 
oeedingly glorious, and your gross ignorance of the 
Fajther, Son, and Spirit, will be removed. A wit- 
ness thb in yourself} that your dependence on Jesus 
has not been in vain. 

In like maimer, when first awakened, your con^ 
8<^ence was full oS feiurs, and you could have no 
comfortable communion with God ; but, by depend- 
ence on the merits of Christ's blood, you have acr 
oess to God with confidence* So, strength and 
power to deny yourself for Jesus' sake, and the 
ehange of a lawleas will into meek subjection, (ano- 
ther immediate effect of dependence on Christ), 
proves to demonstration, that you have; actually re- 
ceived what is promised to the fiuthful. 

It must be added, that this constant dependency 
on our Lord Jesus Chri^ for supply of all our wants^ 
imd ddivenince out/)f aU our woes, ascribes to him 
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such glory in our salvation, as the scripture express'^ 
Ijr declares he shall receive from his church. 

This will appear from considering a few remark- 
able passages in the Old and New Testament con- 
cerning Christ. 

In the seventy-second Psalm, it is foretold of the 
Redeemer, that when his name should be preached,* 
*^ prayer shall be made to him continually, and daWf 
shall he be praised ;*' a glorious prediction indeed! 
which can' receive its accomplishment only by the 
continual dependence of the church, on Christ, for 
wisdom, righteousness, and strength, and continual 
gratitude and praise to him for such supplies. - ""' 

Isaiah abounds with emphatical declarations of 
the perpetual affiance which the church should place 
in Christ. He expresses the conversion of tfie Hea- 
then world to the true faith thus : " The isles shaB 
wait upon me, and upon my arms shall they trust.'* 
The same prophet relates the Redeemer's grand 
proclamation, where majesty and mercy appear iff 
their brightest forms. His proclamation runs thus': 
" Look unto me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the 
eardi, for I am God, and there is none else. J have 
sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth 
in righteousness, and shall not return; unto me every 
knee shaH bow, every tongUe shall swear. Surely 
shall one say, in the Lord have I righteousness, aiul 
strength, unto him shall men come, and all that are 
incensed against him shall be ashamed. In the Lord 
shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and in him 
shall they glory,'* Isa. xlv. 

Here the Son of God presents himself in all the 
glory of his divine person, and all the efficacy of his 
grace, as the object of faith, and the author of saF- 
vation. "Look unto me,** says he, ** wretched, 
ruined transgressors ; look unto me dying on ti» 
cross as your victim ; not by your own strength dr 
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Yiftue^ but by dependence on me, be ye 9aved» 
cleansed from guiit, reconciled to God, rescued from 
tbe.dominidn^ofsin.'' . . 

Do you ask, who are invited to partake of this in- 
estimable benefit ? " All the ends of the earth :'* 
people of every nation under heaven, of ev^ry station 
intlife, of every condition, and of every character^ 
not excepting the chief of sinners, 
n Do you ask, is it possible that in a way so short, 
sp simple, merely by dependence on Jesus Christ, 
innumerable millions should be saved ? It is not 
J8niy possible, but certain, " for I am God ;*' there- 
fore all-sufficient to save all who come unto me, be 
.^e multitude ever so great, or their cases ever so 
desperate. " And besides these there is none other." 
j^uch is. my compassionate call. And this is my in- 
violable decree ;. 1 have not only spoken, but ''I 
have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my 
jBOOUth in righteousness ;" that word which relates to 
the grandest of ^11 subjects, and the most important 
x>f all interests, is planned, adjusted, and unalterably 
determined — It shall not return, neither be repealed 
by me, nor frustrated by any other. ** To me every 
knee shall bow :? every soul of man, in order to in- 
herit eternal life, shall submit to, and depend wholly 
i^ppn.me, as on obnoxious criminal, as an indigent 
.creature, and obtain salvation wholly through my 
atonement. "To me every tongue shall swear:** 
^^ouncing every other trust, they shall confide in 
.me alone, and publicly profess they do so before 
the, world. And this shall be the form of their oath, 
flind the tenor of their heart-felt confession ; each 
member of my church shall say, " Surely in the 
Lord have I righteousness ;'' the expiation of all my 
ifiiquitiesv the obedience the law demands, and 
^rength for increasing improvement, and sanctifica- 
6oa of soul. 
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Ta thid sovereign decree, the ptofhtt sets to; w 
it were, his seal, and, in a trAnmort of joy, foreteb 
the accomplishment of it. ^' To him," this erettt 
and gracious Redeemer, <* shall men come.^' I see 
them ftying as clouds for multitude, and as d^ws fiar 
%peed. They believe the report ai his gospd, and 
receive of his fulness. *^ Whibt ail they vfho are.iii. 
censed against him,'^ not able to brook such absolute 
dependence upon him, nor bear his holy govern- 
ment, shall be ashamed. The fig-leaves of their 
own virtues and endowments shall neitho* adorn 
them for glory, nor skreen them from wradi ; but 
abandon &em to vengeance, and cover them, with 
eonfusion ; whilst all the seed of Israel, the whole 
company of true believers, shall be justified in tHe 
Lord. Agsdnst them no accusation shall be valid; 
or condemnation take place ; fiu* from it, for so mag- 
nificent is the Saviour's majesty, and so beyond our 
ideas the merits of his life and death, that in hkn 
they shall not only confide, but glory ; not only be 
safe, but triumphant ; able to challenge every ad- 
versary, and to defy every danger. 

For this admirable exposition (though a little 
altered) of a veiy capital scripture, the rouler is in- 
debted to the late seraphic Mr. Hervey.* But wkh 
or without this striking comment, it iHt>ves, beyond 
a doubt, that Jesus Christ must be acknowledged 
the Author of all our salvation ; it marks, in the 
strongest lines, that true faith in him is the perp^ 
ual dependence of the soul on his grace and power* 
It proves also, that to conceive any diing to be faith 
in Christ, which does not amount to an absolute 
constant dependence on him, is to contradict this au- 
thentic and full representation of fiiith ; to degrade 
the importance of Christ to his church ; and greatly 

* Sec his Letters to the Rev. Mr. Wesley, p. So. 
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^jlVipure if not aboliah, his glory* For to su]KK)se it 
19 Christian faith to aUow Jesus was no impostor ia 
what he taught^ or even that his death was a vica'* 
fious sacrifice for sin, is to give him very little glory^ 
in comparison of maintaining uninterrupted depend** 
tnce upon him* In one light, he appears only like a 
f)oiumon bene&ctor, to whose past generous deeds 
imd toils we stand greatly indebted* In the other^ 
|ie is our continual support^ of whom we may say m, 
triumph, " The Lord is my light and my life, whom 
then shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my 
jife, of whom then shall I be afraid?" 
, The New Testament perfectly concurs with the 
Pld, to place Christ in this glorious point of view 
before us. St^ Paul and St. Peter repre^nt the faith 
pi .the Christian church as the same incessant de- 
pendence upon the Lord Jesus, which the several 
parts of a lofty temple bear upon its foundation, EpI^* 
li. 21* 1 Pet. ii. 4. They again explain this de- 

Eendence by the union which the members of the 
ody have with the head, £ph« iv. 15; whilst Jesus 
himself compares it to the union subsisting between 
the branches and the vine. 

But none of these scripture images are Used with 
propriety or truth, unless, by faith in the only be- 
l^tten Son of God, be meant, heart-felt dependence 
on him, perpetually, for gracious ipfluences, bless* 
ings, and salvation* 

It is needless to add more scripture proof. But 
it is of the highest importance, that you examine 
yourself, where the stress of your dependence for 
^ the welfare of your soul rests ? Where are you look- 
u^ for pardon, strength, comfort, and sanctification? 
Is it to your own repentance, endeavours^ prayers, 
and good qualities^ or, through them all, to the ex« 
haustless treasury God has provided for pooi"^ guilty, 
helpless men, in the person of the Saviour? Blessed 
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are you* if you have a testimony in your conseienetf^ 
that, lamenting your natural ignorance and blindness^ 
you call upon the Lord to enlighten your mind, and 
to give you a distinct effectual perception of thtf 

g-eat things which concern your everlasting peace* 
lessed are you, if, feeling yoiu* utter inability to 
stand acquitted before God, by your reformation^ 
duties, and prayers, you have no hope but in what 
Christ has done and suffered Blessed are you, if, 
afflicted with the strength of your corruptions, and 
longing for more love to God and man, you depend 
upon Christ to work this divine change in your mind« 
This is to believe in the only begotten Son of God^ 
without partialitv and without hypocrisy. This i3 
t dependence which the word of God declares shall 
never be confounded. The Giver of every good and 
perfect gift bestow it upon you, if you possess i% 
tiH^t ; and if you do, increase it stiU more abundantly^ 



PRAYER, 

Suited to the precediDg chapter on Fahh in Christ. 

GLORY be to Thee» O Lord and heavenly Fathe% 
for laying help upon one mighty to save, one choseti 
fix>m amongst the people ; and for commanding u^ 
to place our whole affiance in him. 

fiut thou knowest, O Lord, otu- pride and unbe« 
lief ; how unwilling we are to confess our sinfulness, 
or make application to him, who alone can deliver 
us. Give unto us grace to believe on the name of 
thy only begotten Son : to draw nigh to thee, de-r 
pending only on his atoning dteath, and meritorious 
righteousness, as our whole safeguard from the wrath 
to come. FiU us with solid peaise and lively hope 
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fowards thee, tlftugh our faith. Thoug;h conscious 
0f daily defilement in ourselves, and ii^nite purity 
bi thee, may we have boldness to enter into the 
holiest, through the blood of Christ, and cry unto 
thee, Mba, Father* 

May we know our need of instruction in right* 
cousness ; and in reading thy word, and in prayer, 
depend upon Christ, the wonderful Counsellor, to 
reveal to us, by his spirit, what is for our profit; 
Help us agdnst our vain conceit of wisdom and un^^ 
derstanding in ourselves, that we may draw nigh to 
Christ, to anoint us with eye-salve. Rev. iii. 18 tha( 
we may receive our sight, and be made wise unto 
salvation. 

And, as thou, O Lord God, knowestall our weak* 
Hess, and our enemies are open in thy sight, may 
Wiur souls be stayed upon thee ; assured that thou 
wHt come with a strong hand, and thy arm shait 
rule for thee. Instead of yieldmg to doubts and fears, 
(ever ready to assault us) may we cleave with full 
purpose of heart to our Head and Redeemer, and be 
strong in the Lord, and the power of his might; 
walking uprighdy, working righteousness, aqd ia 
^ things adorning our profession. 

We pray for the spirit of wisdom and revelation 
in the knowledge of thy Son, that his power, love, 
and all-suftcient mediation may be our chief joy; 
and richest treasure ; that, when the trymg hour d 
our dissolution draws nigh, and natural hfe, with 
all its comforts, is about to cease for ever, we may 
know in whom we have believed, and that he is 
able to keep that which we have committed unto 
him, and to save us, for his own name and truth's 
iSake, with an everlasting salvation. 

We beg these blessings, O heavenly Father, in 
dependence upon our o^y Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
who Uveth md reigneth with thee, and the H0I7 
Ghost^ one God. Amcn« 
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iSyNDAY XVIL 

• CHAP. XVII. 
The Foundation of Futh in the Lord J^sus Christ. 

CjrOD, who, in infinite grace, planned the method 
of salvation through Christ, has not only command- 
ed us to believe in him, but, from the entrance of 
sin into our world, he began to reveal the glory of 
the Redeemer, on whom we are to trust. 

This testimony is the rational, immutable founda** 
tion of Christian faith. And from this ample, infal* 
lible testimony which God hath given of his Son, I 
shall prove there is no part of our misery, as sinners, 
for which an all-sufficient remedy is not provided in 
the perfections which Jesus possesses, and the offices 
he executes. 

Every man, it has been shown above, is chargea-r 
bie with the sin of rebellion ag£m\st his M akar. Con" 
sequently , every man stands exposed to the curse of 
God's violated law : and no sooner do we cease to 
dispute with him about the justice of his plainest 
declarations, than we confess ourselves guilty, and 
in danger of eternal ruin. 

' The first question, then, of utmost moment to be 
resolved, in this, What sufficient warrant has a sin* 
ner and a rebel, when he cidls upon the name of 
Christ, to depend on his blood as a propitiation for 
sin, in the sight of God ? 

The answer returned by the divine record to this 
question, is sufficient to give strong consolation to 
the most guilty, who in earnest seek acceptance with 
their Maker : for the divine record displays the infi^-r 
liite majesty of Cfaiist* <*In the beginnings tte 
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Word was with God, and the Word was God. All 
tbings were made by him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made,*^ John i. 1-^3. "By 
him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible ; whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or pow- 
ers, all things were created by him, and for him, and 
he is before all things, and by him all things con« 
mst," Col. i. 16, 17. 

On account of this original glory, when the Re* 
deemer came into our world to save tliat which was 
lost, though he was in appearance but a weeping 
babe, bom in a stable, and lying in a manger, yet at 
that moment the Father said, ^^ Let all the angels of 
God worship him." For though abased in thiis 
ttiysterious manner, he is God manifest in the fiesh, 
the Creator of angels. He is immanuel, God 
with us. 

In this character, drawn by the Holy Ghost, be- 
hold the proper object of every ruined sinner's de- 
pendence. See with what reason you are command- 
ed to confide in him, who, at the very time his ap- 
pearatK:e in the likeness of our sinful flesh was fore- 
told, had his glory proclaimed by the prophetic her- 
ald in this magnificent style : ^^ Unto us a child is 
bom, unto us a son is given, and the government 
shall be upon his shoulders, and his namie shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace," Isa. ix. 

Had the Lord of Hosts only declared, that one of 
such ii^nite majesty would be favorable in any de- 
gree to sinners, and plead for them with the Father, 
that they might be forgiven, this would have justified 
<our d^ndence upon him. For a Redeemer, pos- 
sessed of infinite perfections, must be a fit object of 
60nfidence to the soul humbled for sin, supposing 
he had been pleased to declare his merciful disposi- 
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lion towards it. But Christ tos done much tnOit- 
than simply declare his good will to the children of 
men. Thie depth of his humiliation, and the pams 
of his death, are costly astonishing proofs c^ hh 
love. And the same infallible record, which teaches 
us that the Redeemer is our God, assures us, that 
from aeal to manifest in the highest degree the dt^ 
vine wisdom, holiness, and grace, and from pity td 
a ruined world, he was content to live and die a sub* 
sdtute and surety for sinners. 

In the fulness of time, according to that counsel of 
peace between the Father and Son, recorded in the 
fortieth psalm, the Saviour, who is Christ the Lord^ 
was born into the world in the body prepared for 
him by tlie power of the Holy Ghost. But instead ' 
of the appearance which the carnal Jews wished him 
to assume, (a conqueror over all enemies to his na- ' 
tion) he was counted as no man. And though men 
in the lowest stations have generally the fewest trou* 
Wes, his case was the reverse, the reverse of the 
grandeur of princes, and the tranquillity of the vuU 
gar. Pre-eminence in the multitude and weight of 
his sorrows, and the very first place among the op^ 
pressed, was his only external distinction. Yet a 
man of low condition, in the midst of troubles, may 
have a high character, at least an untainted one ; but 
Jesus made himself of no reputation ; he bore that 
rile character before men, which man bore before his 
Maker, the horrid character of a blasphemer : nay, 
he stooped still lower, and not only stObd as a crim- 
inal at the bar of Pilate, but appeared such by impu« 
tation in the eyes of God. " And the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all." Malefectors are 
charged only with the crimes they have done, and 
with only a few of those. The scripture describes 
this unparalleled sufferer as oppressed with the m* 
fiumerabte and abominable crimes of multkudt^ - 
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likr smdfi upon die aea-diore, and wkh aH the sintf 
«r each individiial in those multitudes; A weight 
OHich more terrible to sustain, than we are able tof 
tonceive ; though we know this, that the curse ol^ 
li^ law was a weight sufficient to crush a world : for 
when legions of angels, who excel in strength, abusw 
td that strength against the law, it sunk them from 
the highest heaven to the lowest helK 

Jesus undertook to b^ar this weight. " He was 
ftiade sin/' t. e. a sin-ofK:ring and a curse for us; 
te interposed his sacred body between die Iosk) xi 
Wrath from above, and us the heirs of wrath be** 
low. Instead of that high ineffitble communion of 
love, which he maintained with his Father, he wa9 
Content to feel the exqiii^te torture of being forsaken 
of him. It pleased the Lord to bruise him. And 
now he^ *^ who was like a sheep dumb before his 
shearers," is dumb no longer. The Lamb of God^ 
when brought tp this most dreadful slaughter, openit 
his mouthy and pity itself must cry for pity. The 
iii4>i0us lajiguage of his murderers, was, Where is 
ftew thy God ? Behold, in the prodigious pangs of 
his soul, something like the same language comes 
from his own mouth : He cries out. My God ! my 
God ! why hast thou forsaken me ? Thus scripture 
delineates the Redeemer's humiliation ; nor with less 
exactness ascertains the end for which he stooped 
thus low, and the everlasting benefits he thus secur# 
ed to all his faithful dependbuits. No^ithstanding 
he paid so dearly for it, yet, in spite of all the op- 
position from the enemy of sinners, and from sinners 
themselves, he obtained a perfect conquest, dying 
With this word of transport in his mouth. It is finish'^ 
Hit The debt of penal su&ring, and ci perfect obe« 
dienoe to the law, b paid ; the powers of hell are 
vanquished, and God is well pleased. 

Pondsr this maryeUous transaction, thishonible 
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torment and death, sustained by him who liveth tat 
evermore. Consider deeply tfie ignominy of his 
abasement, and the extremity of his suiguish, all en- 
dured with no other view, tnan to make at6nement 
for sin, and purchase redemption for all who should 
ever trust in his name. Consider this fact, and then 
you may say, it is not possible for the most afflicted 
conscience to desire a surer foundation to trust in for 
pardon and acceptance with God. What can the 
law demand of you, either to exempt from suffering 
its penalty, or as a title to eternal life, which this 
vicarious obedience and sacrifice of God manifest in 
Ae flesh, has not abundantly provided io behalf of 
all true believers ? 

I will suppose your sins enormous, and crying 
with the loudest cry for vengeance : still, can they 
have so much weight to condemn you, who, in an« 
guish for your offences, depend upon Jesus, as the 
blood of an incarnate God has, to cleanse you from 
all sin ? Who dare say, your offences have dishon- 
ored God's law, so much as the obedience and death 
•f the Redeemer has magnified it ? or that those 
transgressions have not been fiilly expiated, for which 
the Law^ver himself submitted to be put to death ? 
Though you are shocked at the daring presumption 
•f expecting pardon, on the vague notion of mere 
mercy, now your understanding is enlightened, and 
your conscience faithful in its rebukes ; though you 
•annot g^ve into the modish religion, which leaves 
the justice of the Most High^ and the law of the 
Most H<4y, destitute of their due hcmor; nor trust 
to obedience and future amendment, to atone for 
past offences ; yet stead&stly fix your eyes on the 
matchless ransom paid by Jesus on the cross. See^ 
there, the glory of the Holy God, reconciled with 
the salvation of criminals :- see, there, the justice of 
God appear more awful than if mo-cy had been ex- 
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4d6ded; and mercy more amiable, than if justice bad 
been given up. See how vengeance and forbearance 
there meet together; vengeance on the crucified 
Redeemer, and, for his sake, forbearance to all be- 
lieving penitents. See, there, wrath and love kiss 
each other ; wrath towards the divine Surety and 
Substitute, love to insolvent sumers. By this infi- 
nitely wise contrivance, every honor done to the 
criminals is an honor done to tlie law, because they 
receive it only tlirough the satisfaction and obedience 
paid to it by their Surety : and all the respect put 
upon the law puts respect also upon the criminals, 
because he who undertook to pay their debt, ^jad 
bear their curse, is God and man in one Christ. 

Is not this transaction a solid ground of peace to 
the broken in heart ? A transaction in which God 
holds forth his ^ual Son to be a propitiation for sin, 
through faith in "his blood, that he might be just, 
and yet the justifier of all who believe in Jesus. '* 
What cloud so black can hang over the mind, which 
this truth is not able to dispel ? It is designed to give 
light to them that sit in darkness, and the shadow of 
death, and to guide their feet into the way of peace* 

Further, this ground for depending on the Lord 
Jesus Christ to obtain forgiveness, will be found still 
more adapted to our guilty state, when you ki^ow 
the way in which men become partakers of Christ. 
The great generally sell, even what they call their 
&vors. Powerful recommendations, or long ser- 
vices, only induce them to give preferment Far 
otherwise, as our impotent condition requires, is the 
case respecting our pardon from God. No works 
of righteousness are required to be Jirst performed 
as a recommendation, no set of holy tempers, or 
stock of moral virtue. These are fruits which ever 
ibUow upon true belij^f in Christ, and from grace 
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leceived by ccmsfaiit dependence u|xhi hkn. The 
kivitation to sinners is expressed in the most en-^ 
eouraging terms. *'Ho! every one' that thirsted), 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money^ 
[no single valuable quality] yea, come buy wine and 
milk widiout money and without price/' Isaiah Iv. 
^The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost ;" the ungodly » sinners, enemies to 
God. Can a conscience, loaded with crimes of 
largest size, of deepest dye, and beyond number, 
conceive a refuge more adapted to its distrcssed 
condition ? or more free promises of reconciliation 
ted peace with God ? 

But should neither the divinity of the Redeemer, 
tior the merit <^ his sacrifice, nor his mvitations to 
nil who thirst for salvation, be sufficient to engage 
3Four entire dependence on him for pardon, there is 
still another ground for trusting in him, his office. 
Every high-priest, says the scripture, " taken from 
among men, b ordained for men :" all his influence 
and power b to be employed for their spiritual 
good. The tilings appointed for him to do strongly 
prove thb ; for he was to dfer gifts and sacrifices 
tor flin ; sacrifices to make an atonement, and gifts, 
on account of which, it became God to continue his 
favor, though forfeited. The one grand indi^;>en*^ 
sable qualification therefcH^ for the office, was a 
heart, M^iich knew how to have compassimi on 
them that are ignorant, and out of the way of duty 
and safety. 

But this office of high-priest, and its functions, we 
are infklUbly taught, were onfy designed to serve 
unto the example and shadow of heavenly things ; 
L e. to be a way o£ teaching us, by objects of sense, 
the office which the Lord Jesus Christ bears in the 
highest heavens, and what sinners are to expect from 
him. '^ He is made an high-priest of good things 
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to come. Ht is entered with his own blood into 
heaven itself, to appear in the presence of God for 
us :" consequently is under the strongest engage** 
Qients d office, to mediate effectually for all who 
shall ever come to God by him. 

And lest we should fear we are too mean or vile 
to engage his most active pity, particular mention 
is made, that he b *^ touched with a feeling of our 
infirmities, having been in all points tempt^ like as 
we are, yet without siit" Therefore, from an ex- 
perimental knowledge of all our difficulties, hard-« 
ships, and distresses, he hath that exquisitely tender 
sympathy with us, which otherwise would not have 
been possible. 

Is your spirit then wounded by sin ? Listen not to 
your fears ; parley not with the accuser ; look to the 
intercessor for the transgressors. He must first 

Srove false to the engagements of his most holy of- 
ce, and do violence to the bowels of mengr, which 
constitute his fitness for it, before your humble de^ 
pendence on his blood and intercession can be dis- 
appointed. 

After all we have advanced, blessed be God, there 
remains yet another ground of confidence in the 
Saviour for remission of sins, to all who call on him^ 
I mean repeated assurances from God, that the sac- 
rifice of his Son is in his sight a complete atonement 
for their sins, who believe in the name of Christ, and 
shall save them for evermore. Declarations of this 
import are so many, that we can select only a few of 
the chief. 

Isaiah, in his affecting account of this great event, 
having affirmed that Jesus suffered as a substitute for 
sinners, being wounded for our transgression, and 
bruised for our iniquity, thus magnificendy des* 
cribes the efficacy of his sufferings : ^^ He shall see o( 
the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied : by his 
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knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many ; 
for he shall bear their iniquities ; bear them away,'* 
as the scapegoat did, carrying them into the pathless 
wilderness, no more to be found, though sought for 
b\ the malicious tempter and a cuser. 

The angel Gabriel is commissioned to revive the 
heart of Daniel, greatly beloved of God. For thb 
purpose he ^sures him, that when Messiah the 
prince was cut off, he shall, in that oblation of 
himself on the cross, accomplish a work of infinite 
glory : '* He shall finish transgression," by expiating 
it, and redeeming all from its curse who should be- 
lieve in him. "He shall make an end of sin," by de- 
livering (in virtue of his death) all from its detesta- 
ble dominion, who shall call upon him. " He shall 
make reconciliation for iniquity," by a full, perfect, 
and sufficient sacrifice and satisfaction. '^He shall 
bring in everlasting righteousness," a righteousness 
which will justify all who believe, throughout all 
ages, and with which everlasting life stands connect- 
ed by the promise of God. After tKe testimony of a 
prophet, and an angel, hear the voice of God from 
heaven: *'This is my beloved 8on, in whom I am 
well pleased." His life and death magnifies my 
law, redeems sinners from its curse, ai^ is of all 
things on earth, or in heaven, incomparably the 
noblest in my eyes; The Redeemer himself bears 
the same strong attestation to the efficacy of his death, 
as the salvation of his church. •* God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, to the end 
tliat all who believe in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. My flesh I give for the life of 
the world— This is my blood of the New Testament, 
shed for the remission of the sins of many." Weigh 
well these decisive testimonies. They will constrain 
you to say, nothing more could have been done to 
tak^ away every objection a guilty wounded spkit 
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^can make against its obtaining forgiveness. With 
equal propriety and mercy is this call addressed to 
perishing sinners: '' Come unto me, all ye that la- 
bour, aiid are heavy laden, and 1 will refresh you." 
My body bore your sins on the tree, when I suffer- 
ed^ the just for the unjust ; my blood was shed to 
cleanse you. I, the brightness of the Father's glory, 
and the express imap;e of his person, who uphold all 
things by the word of my power, purged away sin 
by ihe sacrifice of myself, and am set down a me- 
diator on the right hand of the Majesty on high* 
Believe, therefore, on me, and you shall receive 
remission of sins, and never perish. 



SUNDAY XVIIL 

CHAP. XVIIL 

The same Subject continued. 

We have proved the exceeding abundant grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to save from the guilt of sin. 
We are now to shew what foundation there is to de- 
pend upon him for knowledge, strength, and ever- 
lasting salvation. 

As man's first disobedience sprung from his im* 
pious desire to be as the gods in knowledge, the 
righteous punishment of lus sin was, extinction of 
light in his soul. Hence we are bom blind to God, 
and the things of God, though the knowledge of 
them be far more desirable than life itself. Hence 
we are in perpetual danger of delusion, and, by our 
lusts, prejudiced strongly against the truth. 

In these circumstances, God is pleased graciously 
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to command us to dq^end cm the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to recover our sight, and emich us with spiritual 
knowledge. To prove die reasonableness of this 
dependence, the Father declares, he hath riven 
Christ for a light to the Gentiles ; to open the blind 
tyesy Isa. xlii. 

. Malachi calls him the Sun of Righteousness ; fcx? 
as the sun in the firmament dispenses invigorating 
influence through the whole earth,^ unveils the face 
of every object in the visible creati<Mi, and gives it ta 
be seen in its true situation ; so the Redeemer, by 
his word and spirit, scatters darkness from the mind, 
makes divine truth visible, and strengthens our dim 
faculties to behold the glory of the Lord, and the 
excellency of our God. Zacharias, full of the Holy 
Ghost, celebrates the appearance of Christ as an ef- 
fectual teacher of men in things of the utmost mo- 
ment, which the use and exercise of their own ra- 
tional faculties could never have discovered. He calls 
Jesus die day-spring from on high, rising through 
the tender mercy of our God, to give light to them 
that sit in darkness and the shadow of death, and to 
guide their feet in the way oi peace. The Baptist 
points him out as the person from whom all the di- 
vine knowledge proceeds, which ever was or will be 
amongst men. This is the true light, that lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world. 

The Redeemer himself confirms these high testir 
monies, when the Jews attempted to ensnare him 
by their subUe and captious questions. He said unto 
them, ^^ I am the light of the world :'' what possibil* 
ity then is there of deceiving me, or deludii^, by 
your falsehoods, my disciples ? " He that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of fife." How could he more strongly assert, 
thap he came to make the way from earth to heaven 
{dam before simiers. 
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St Paul, instplred by the Holy Ghost, teaches the 
diurch, that Christ b made of God, unto all who 
believe, wisdom ; and that God, " who caused the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined into our 
hearts, to give us the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ, in whom are all the trea- 
sures of wisdom and kno^edge hid :" covered un- 
der the veil of humanity, and the depth of his hu- 
miliation. Observe the strong import of his expres- 
sion ; the aposde does not say treasure in the singu- 
lar number, though this implies excellency and 
abundance of knowledge, but treasures. He do A 
not only ^ treasures j though this would have greatly 
ehlarged our conceptions ; but he saith, in whom 
fiiT the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid. 
So that nottung pertaining to spiritual life and godli- 
ness can be imagined, no knowledge in t^ least 
degree profitable to poor, weak, helpless, sinful 
creatures, which is not to be found in Christ, as in 
an inexhaustible magazine, provided by the God 
of gl<My for the supply of our necessities. 

In this emphatiad manner do the scriptures exalt 
Ciuist, in lus prophetic office, as appeanng to make 
a complete revelation of the name of God, his will 
and designs concerning us ; and after having deliver- 
ed, as the prophets before him, the words of pure 
tiiith, he was not, as they, impotent to impress effec- 
tually what they taught. This prophet of all ages 
and nations declares, ^' I will send unto you another 
Comforter, even the spirit of truth, he shall lead you 
mto all truth." 

Do you then feel your ignorance in religion, and 
bewail the dulness in your understanding to appre. 
hend spiritual things, and a weariness when your 
attention is turned to them? Are you grieved to 
find so much obscurity rest upon the book of God, 
when it is before you ? Behold your relief. The 
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scripture exhorts you to depend upon Christ, to 
give you all the knowledge you need. What can 
induce you to make application to him, if not the 
declaration, that he left the bosom of the Father to 
declare him ? What can encourage our utmost con- 
fidence of success, if the manner in which his Church 
publishes their success fails ? *' The Son of God is 
come, and hath given us an understanding, that we 
may know him that is true." He hath given us not 
only our intellect, which distinguishes us from the 
world of animals, for this was ever common to all 
men ; he hath given us not only the revealed word, 
which deluded pretenders have as well as we ; but 
he hath given us, say the faidiful in Christ, the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation, in the knowledge of him- 
self, the truth. They who bear this testimony were 
once aj^ ignorant and dark as you can be. When 
blind Bartimeous cried out, ** Jesus, thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me, that 1 may receive my 
sight," they that stood by said, " Be of good com- 
fort, rise, hecalleththee." But the same compas- 
sionate Saviour addresses thee, thou child of ignor- 
ance, from his glorious high throne, in terms no less 
kind : *' I counsel thee to buy of me eye-salve, that 
thou mayst see ;" have the knowledge of God» and 
a right judgment in all things. Light, not only to. 
see the way of life, but to discover and baffle the 
devices of the enemy : for before Christ all things ane 
jiaked, even the deepest counsels of the destroyer, 
and all his cruel snares. He knows how, with equal 
case and certainty, to confound his force, and infatu- 
ate the author of all subdety and malice. He came 
to ruin all his contrivances against the faithful, ac- 
cording to the name of glory first given him, Brqiser 
of the Serpent's Head. How worthy then is this 
matchless person to be trusted with unshaken con- 
fidence for our instructor and guide all our days, to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN^ HS 

A^er the godly out of every temptation and pte- 
"serve them safe unto his own kingdom ! 



SUNDAY XIX. 

CHAP. XIX. 

The Ground for Faith in Christ to turn us from all 
Iniquity. 

Naturally bUad, we are also slaves to an 
earthly, sensual, devilish spirit. This sad truth is 
often felt in remorse, shame, loss, and many incon^ 
yeniences. Then ^e wish ourselves free ; and, con* 
fident in our own strength, determine no more to 
jrield. But the very next temptation adapted to our 
. beloved lu^ prevails as easily as did the former ; so 
that, soon disheartened by repeated foils, we give 
Up the all- important contest, we begin to palliate and 
excuse the ignominious slavery, which we find no 
lieart to shake off. 

This is the state of man. And, take notice, ex- 
perience concurs with scripture to prove, that no 
^are of good sense, or superior learning, or good 
education, give men power to resist their corrupt 
.nature, any more than savage ignorance. The most 
these advantages can do, is only to gild those shac- 
kles they can never break, and slightly conceal from 
•the superficial eye of a fellow-creature what still galljs 
and defiles the inner man. 

This subjection to sin is grievous to a soul bora 
again, as the infamy of vassalage to a free citizen. 
Enlightened to judge aright, you will long to have 
your iniquities subdued ; and, without strength in 
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yourselfi you will gladly implore deliverance from 
such tyrannical oppression. In sure and certain 
hope 'of this deliverance, God commands you to 
depend on the Lord Jesus Christ To justify your 
dependence, a display is giiK^n of his power, such 
as makes the slightest suspicion of miscarriage un- 
reasonable to the last decree. For the ancient pro- 
phets, describing his majesty, call him, ** The Lord 
of Hosts, the Lord mighty in battle, who has the 
earth for his footstool, and heaven for his throne ; the 
light for his garment ; the clouds for hi§ chariot ; the 
thunder for his voice ; and all the legions of angels 
for his servants. 

And, lest his deep abasement of himself should 
weaken our idea of his mighty power to save, we 
have a very particular relation of the wonders 
wrought by him in the days of his flesh. Innumera- 
ble multitudes of diseased and impotent people were 
brought to his feet, and by his word instantly made 
whole, every one of them. The dumb and deaf, 
the blind and dead, his energy restored to the 
blessing of life, or the full exercise of all their facul- 
ties and powers. The whole creation he commanded 
with absolute sway. Though winds and storms are 
mighty, yet Jesus of Nazareth rebukes them, and 
they are hushed into silence. The waves of the sea 
rage horrible, yet sink at his word into a perfect 
calm. Death and the grave, to mortals inexorable, 
cannot one moment detaui their prey, when Jesus 
saith, "Lazarus, arise." - The powers of darkness, 
though more mighty than diseases, storms, and 
death, crouch before him, and adore him as their 
Lord. 

Further, to encourage sinners to confide in him 
as a deliverer from the tyranny of sin, Jesus, when 
on earth, carried about with him many monuments 
of his saving powen Publicans^ the worst of men, 
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harlots, the most infamous of women, he separated 
fiiom their mveterate lusts, giving proof, in each of 
these instances, that no one can be so enslaved to 
sin and Satan, but he can make them free indeed. 
After preaching this transporting truth with his 
own lips, and confirming it day by day during his 
ministry^ he displays his power to the height at the 
very hour of his death. Behold him hanging on 
tlie cross, his vissage frightfully blotted and mangled, 
his whole body covered with marks of scorn, swelled 
with strokes of violence, bedewed from head to foot 
with his own blood I Is he a deliverer from sin ? 
Can he save ? Hearken, though thus low himself, 
his power and grace destroy in a moment the do- 
minion of sin and Satan, in the utmost strength we 
can possibly conceive it. He says to the dying 
malefactor, who turned to him with the prayer (rf 
faith, ** Verily, verily, I say unto thee, this day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise.'* 1 will carry thee up 
with me into heaven, as a trophy of my victory 
over Satan, and will show thee there as part of the 
spoils which shall adorn my triumph over hell. 
He snatches this abandoned wretch as a brand out 
of tlie fire, an earnest of the everlasting salvation of 
all who should ever call upon him. He snatches 
from the very jaws of hell one who seemed not 
only void of grace, but past it ; and in an instant 
sanctifies that heart, which had been for many years 
the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foql 
spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful 
bird. 

In this conquest, the Redeemer acted with ^ 
double view, to prove himself the Messiah; and gave 
an indisputable warrant for sinners, even the chief, 
to call upon him, that they may be saved. 

Should it be said, the Redeemer's death and burial 
indicate bb weakness, Christians reply, he lay in the 
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grave, not as a subject, but as a conqueror; he can^ 
there to draw out the sting from the king of terr(»-s; 
and on the third day from his death, triumph as the 
resurrection and the life, in whom whosoever Uveth 
and believeth shall never die. The language of his 
resurrection was full of power : it spoke again, *' Thy 
dead men shall live, tc^ther with my dead bodjr 
shall they arise : Awake and sing, ye that dwell m 
the dust, for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and 
the earth shall cast out the dead.'' Isaiah xxvi. 

These ample testimonies of decisive authority 
prove the power of Jesus, and present him before 
our eyes as a fit object of unreserved dependence for 
deliverance from the power erf sin. And diey are 
still corroborated by declarations both in the Old and 
New Testament. Hear how every doubt is answer- 
ed, and all desponding thoughts reproved. 

^*Say to them that are of a fearful heart, [under a 
lively view of their own weakness, sins, and corrup- 
tion] Be strong, fear not : behold, your God will 
come with vengeance, even God with a recompence, 
he will come and save you," Isaiah xxxv. *' Behold ! 
the Lord God will come with a strong hand, and 
his arm shall rule for him : behold, his reward is 
with him, and his work is before him ; he shall feed 
his flock like a shepherd ; he ^hatl gather the lambs 
with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall 
gendy lead those that are with young : he shall taring 
forth judgment unto truth," Isaiah xl, mid xlii. 

Confident of the certainty of these declarations, 
St. Peter addresses the Jews, though a people aban- 
doned to all wickedness, and tells them, that " God 
having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless 
them, by turning every one of Aem, who shall call 
upon his name, from their iniquities. 

See how magnificently St. Paul describes the ex- 
ceedii\g greatness of Christ^s power td save frow 
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tin and hell. ^^God [saith he] hath raised him from 
the dead, and set him at his own right hand in heav- 
enly places, far above all principality and power, and 
might and dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come ; and hath put all things under his feet, and 
given him to be head over all things to the churchy 
which is his body, the fulness of him that fiUeth all 
in aU,'* Eph. i. 20—23. 

Magnify then, as you please, the number or 
strength of temptations ; the weakness or corrup- 
tion of our nature ; the power of Satan, and of evil 
habits; still, what are all these before him, who 
gave himself to redeem men from all iniquity, and 
to purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works? What before him, whose office, as 
king in Zion, Ks to turn from darkness unto light, 
from the power of Satan unto God, and enrich the 
£dlen soul with that holiness which shall make it 
meet for heaven ? What are these usurpers, avarice, 
lewdness, envy, malice, or unbelief, by whom 
strengthened, ^lat they should be too hard for him 
utteriy to subdue, from whose fulness all the saints 
who ever lived on earth received their every excel- 
lency, and all the angels their spotless purity ? Was 
it possible to prove that one single persievering de- 
pendant on the power and grace of Christ ever died 
in sin, how could the promises of God concerning 
his Son be true, or he answer the character given of 
him? Either he must be wisely described in scrip- 
ture, or this conclusion be infallible : " if the Son 
sliall nu^e you free, you shall be free indeed. '^ All 
your evil tempers shall be subdued, and you be pre- 
served blameless in spirit, soul, and body. 

So able is Christ to save. 1 proceed to prove he 
is as ready and willing, by evidence the most de- 
cisive. What means his humiliation from first to 
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last ? His pleading with sinners all the day, and his 
midnight intercessions for them ? What mean his 
invitations ? " Ho, every one that thirsteth, let hinj 
€om« unto me, and drink. Whosoever cometh unto 
me, I will in no wise cast out :" What was it, but 
love, in tlie highest degree, which made him so long 
endure a\condiition in all respects the reverse of his 
original glory? Instead of hallelujahs from the an- 
gelic host, blasphemous revilings from the childreix 
of the devil ; instead of joy inconceivable, an heart 
in the midst of his body like melting wax, through 
the intenseness of his anguish ; instead of adoration 
from myriads of ministering spirits, buffetings, 
bloody scourges on his back, and on his face a load 
of spittle ; instead of his throne high and lifted up, 
before which the whole host of heaven cry, "Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts : heaven and earth 
is full of thy glory !^' a cross between two thieves, 
in the midst of insulting shouts, and the frowns of 
eternal justice. 

Come hitlier, behold and see if there was ever love 
like this. Come, and hear his voice in the height of 
all his sufferings : looking upon his murderers, when 
his eyes were about to close in death, he cried,"Fa- 
ther, forgive them, for they know not what they do." 

Now then, if you can, doubt. Now, if it be pos- 
sible, question his willingness to save poor sinners, 
turning to them with the prayer of faith, who prayed 
even for his bitterest foes. 

In tlie last place, the Lord Jesus Christ is as 
proper a person to trust for eternal salvation, as for 
ivisdom, strength, and righteousness in this life. 
His dominion reaches equally over the world in 
which we dwell, and that into which death trans- 
lates us. 

" Fear not,'* saidi the Saviour, " I am the first 
and the last, I am he tliat liveth, and was dead, and 
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bebold I am alive for ever more, and have the keys 
of hell and the grave. I go to prepare a place for 
you ; and if 1 go to prepare a place for you, 1 will 
come again and receive you unto myself, that, where 
I am, mere you may be also." And in his last 
solemn prayer for all who should ever believe in him, 
he declares his infinite love, and their eternal salva- 
tion. ** Father, 1 will that they also, whom thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me.'* 
After a constant exercise, therefore, of depend- 
ence on Christ to save from the guilt, defilement, 
and power of sin, from ignorance, temptation, and 
every enemy which can assault us in the way, what 
well-grounded comfort, what abounding hope in 
death, is his name, and faith in his name, able to in- 
spire ! Able to make us die in triumph, no less than 
live in righteousness ; to copy the pattern of the first 
martyr in the Christian church, to behold by faith 
what he saw without a veil, and expire in peace and 
joy, saying '' Lord Jesus, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit.** 



PRAYER, 

Suited to the preceding Subject. 

O LORD JESUS CHRIST, display, we entreat 
thee, the glory of thy name, that we may exult and 
extol, and honor thee, evea as we honor the Father. 
Enlighten the eyes of our understanding, that we may 
know thou hast fulfilled all righteousness, magnifi- 
ed the law, and made it honorable ; finished trans- 
fression by thy death on the cross, made reconcilia- 
on for iniquity, and brought in everlasting right- 
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eousness. Take away all unbelief^ that thy bidoci 
and righteousness may be our shield against all the 
fiery darts of the wicked one, and a covert from the 
tempest of divine wrath due to our sins. So shall 
our hearts be set at liberty from all fear that hatk 
torment, and we shall run the way of thy command* 
ments. 

Give us grace, O good Lord, to be strong in thy 
power and might, against all the enemies of our 
souls. Assure our hearts against all suggestions to 
the contrary, that thou art able and faithful, and wilt 
subdue our iniquities, who call upon thee, and keep 
us unblameable and unreproveable.' Deliver us from 
a self-sufficient spirit, that we may never attempt to 
perform duty, resist temptation, or bear the cross in 
our own strength. Let us know and feel, that when 
we are weak, then ^e we strong ; and that when wd 
depend only on thy arm and favor towards us, neither 
the flesh, the world, nor Satan, shall be able to pre* 
vail against us. 

Give us full assurance of understanding and faith 
in the great mystery of godliness, that thou art God 
and man in one Christ, infinite in wisdom to teach ; 
in power to help and defend ; in justice to destroy 
thy adversaries ; infinite in goodness to supply all 
our wants, and complete our felicity ; infinite in truth 
to accomplish all thy exceeding great and precious 
promises, and altogether such a Saviour as our deep 
and manifold necessities require. 

Finally, we beseech thee, O Lord, to grant that 
we may have in ourselves the witness of thy power 
and glory, by the change wrought and maintained im 
our views, pursuits, atd tempers; that we may shew 
forth thy praises, wlio hast called us out of darkness 
into marvellous light, and be ready, when we depart^ 
to join the song of the ransomed of the Lord, say- 
ing, ^^ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to recelrt 
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f(^3i^j dnd riches^ atid wisdom; ai^ strengdi, and 
^ry, and honor, and blessing. Blessing, honor^ 
and glory, and power be unto him that sitteth upoQ 
the thrdne, and Uiito tUe Lamb, for eVttr and ever." 
Aitien^ 



SUNDAY XX. 

GHAP. XX. 

Oq the Diyimty of the Hojy Ghost. 

1^H£ dcripture teaches us^ that the work of 
man's salvation is through the joint agency of the 
Father^ the Son, and the Holy Ghost. God the 
Father, In infinite wisdom and mercy, provided him^ 
self a lamb for a bumt-ofTerii^ to purge away sin* 
Ood the Son, in his own person^ i^ mediator, sub- 
niits to sufier the just for die unjust, rising for their 
justification, and ever living to make intercession for 
all who come to God by him. God the Holy Ghost 
gives knowledge and understanding of thb glorioucr 
isalvation, procures it a cordial Tcception, andsanctii 
Ses the soul for endless bibs. 

Each of these persons, who thus cOi-q)aate in 
man's salvation, must be by nature God, because no^ 
thing finite can execute any part of this grmid 
scheme. Who, but the suprmie Lawgiver, caii 
admit of a substitute to bear the curse due to sin« 
nfSrsf What creature can possibly Imte merits 
much less be sufficient, by his own obedience and 
deatii, to atone for oflfences against the tnajesty of 
Heaven ? Or to whom but God doth the power 
ai^;>drtaiii| ^!«attr than that of creation^ to bring 
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turn's will, obstinately fixed in rebellicm against hif 
Maker, to be in all things gladly obedient to his 
•onunand? 

But if the scripture teaches that the salvation of 
tnan is owing to the agency of each person in the 
blessed Trinity, it is then no speculative notion, but 
a doctrine of substantial and perpetual use, worthy 
the most devout attention of every Christian, to im- 
press his mind, by earnest meditation, with what God 
has revealed touching this subject : revealed not at all 
to teach us how th^ Father, Son, and Spirit, are 
tfiree persons in one eternal Godhead (for this it 
never attempts), but that we may know our obliga- 
tions to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
and live in such entire confidence in the mercy of 
God, and such devo^edness to his service, as tM 
knowledge of this most sublime and mysterious trutji 
is designed to produce. 

The scripture character of God the Father has 
already been delineated ; and that of God the Son in 
his mediatorial <^ce. We shall now lay .before you, 
at one view, what we are taught of the nature, person, 
and office d[ the Holy Ghost May he, the Spirit of 
truth, give us to understand the things which belong 
to his glory I 

. That he is one in essence with the Father and 
Son, the scripture proves in this plain manner. It 
ascribes to him the perfections of God. Now the 
distinct nature of every thing is determined by its 
properties. He who possesses the properties pecu- 
liar to a man, b on that very account esteemed one :^ 
by consequence, he who possesses the perfections 
peculiar to €vod, must <hi diat account be worship- 
ped as God. 

But the scriptures teach us, that the Holy Ghost ' 
is an eternal, infinite, almighty Being, and called, in 
CKcUision of all weatttiw» thf . Hc^y Spirit. The 
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tbiood of Jesus, we are assured, was oflfered under hit 
influence, under the name of the £temal Spirit, Heb. 
ch. ix. A title given only to God : for we no where 
read of an eternal angel. The Holy Ghost is infi- 
nite, for he searcheth all things, even the deep things 
of God, 1 Cor. ii. He is almighty, he formed the 
chaos into order and beauty, and by his energy the 
world subsists each day. ** Thou sendeth forth thy 
Spirit, they are created, and thou renewest the £stGe 
•f the earth,'' Psal. civ. 

His almighty power is no less conspicuous in thtf 
dispensations of grace, that in the vphtre of nature. 
The spotless humanity of Jesus was formed by his 
power in the blessed virgin ; by him Jesus was led 
mto the wilderness ; anointed to preach the gospel, 
and fulfil his ministry ; *' Anointed with the oil of 
gladness, above all kings, and priests, and prophets, 
who were typical of his glory." In all that Jesus did 
on earth, he was supported, we are expressly taught, 
by the Holy Ghost. A most forcible proof of his 
divinity ; for Jesus, as Mediator, has a name given 
which is above every name, to so high a degree, that 
all in earth and heaven must bow their knee to him ; 
yet consider as Mediator, he is still inferior to the 
Holy Ghost, because by him consecrated and enabled 
to discharge that very office. But nothing in earth 
or heaven, except God, is above the man Christ 
Jesus ; the Holy Ghost must dien be one in essence 
with the Father, as the scripture teaches, and the 
church of Christ has ever believed. 

Again, the Holy Ghost does works prq)er t# 
God. He renews the soul. When those sinners at 
Corinth, sunk into the lowest dregs of wickedness, 
became new creatures, the gl<n*ious transformation 
is ascribed to this divine s^nt. Such were some 
of you (whoremongers, adulterers, abusers of them- 
s^eQ with mankui^i thkves, covetous) ; but ye no 
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iV&$hedt butijre are aam:tiQed» but ye are justified iipi 
j}ie name of our Lord Jesus^ and by tfa^ Spirit qf 
#ur God, 1 Cor. vi. 

Further, the Holy C^ost endued the apostles witii 
miraculous powers, laid the fouodi^ion of the Chmr 
tian church, published its laws, 9nd governed all 
things. He separated Paul and Barnabas, and ap* 
pointed their mission to one nuher than anott^ 
placef the high prerogative of the supreme Director. 
A dispensation of infinite consequence, and ineomt 
vunicable to a creature. 

. In the consummation of all things, the Holjr 
Qhost will work in a manner altogether divine, the 
9iaster-piece of all he has done, a demjonstnation of 
his providence and grace, in a degree which can be« 
V>ng to none but God. He wiU raise the bodies of 
the faithful from the dust, and clothe them with im« 
mortal glory. ^^ If the spirit of him that raised up^ 
Jesus from die dead dwell in you, he that raised up 
Christ b'oxa the dead shall $dso quicken your mortal 
bodies, by his sp'uit whkh dwelleth in you,^' Rom. 
viii- 

Further, the Holy Ghost must be one in essencoi 
with the Father and tl^ Ston, because divine wor« 
ship is paid to him. This glory, which the jealousy 
Qod will not give to another, consists in swearit^ by 
hitn, touching the truth of \yhait we affirm ; accord- 
ing to that ccdoamand, Thou shalt wqrship the Lord 
thy God, and sware by his name* It consists alsa 
in making him the only object of our &tth and trust. ^ 
Thus saith the Lord^ ** Cursed is the man Aat 
trusteth in man, wd maJ^th flesh his arai,'' ier. 
xvii. This qne only fountain of bcnedictioa and 
gracQ is to be implored for the contiiuiaflce qf both, 
^d obeyed as the only one whom we are to fisar. 
The principal end, of divine wcH*ship is in this man^ 
^r to ascribe onto Qod thf Wioc due ta his 
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name. But we fimd in scripture all these particular 
acts of supreme worship paid to the Holy Ghost. 
8t. Paul swears by him, and appeal^ to him as wit- 
Aess of his sincere good- will to his enraged breth* 
icn the Jews. ^* I say the truth in Christ, 1 lie not| 
my conscience also bearing me witness in the Ho^ 
Ghost.'* We are required to believe in the Holy 
Cihost, and to obey him widi die father and the 
Son : for the import of our baptism in each of their 
^aames is, diat we entirely surrender ourselves 
unto the service €^ the sacred Trinity. He also is 
impkned with the Father and the Son, as the foun- 
lain of all blesungs and graces of the Gospel. 
From the days of the apostles, the church of Christ 
has concluded her public worship widi this address 
to the Trinity (which were blasphemous, if they 
were not equally divine), ^^ The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellow* 
ship of the Holy Grhost, be with you all. Amen.*' 

The infinite glory also given to God, and the 
self-abasement of men and angels, uncfer a sense of 
his appearance, are ascribed to the Holy Ghost* 
Isaiah relates his vision of the glory of God : the 
prophet saw the ^' Lord sitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above 
it stood the seraphims, eiK:h one had six u ings» 
With twain he covered his face, with twain he cov- 
ered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one 
cried to smother, and said, Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of Hosts ; the whole earth is full of his glory. 
Then said 1, Wo i^ me ! For 1 am undone, because 
I am a man of unclean lips^'^ Isa. vi. By compart 
iag this scripture with the quotations of it in the 
New Testament, there is full evidence that this ado- 
ration was paid to the Holy Trinity. As to God 
4e Father, none dispute that worship was addressed 
to tarn. With respect to Christy we are in&Uibly 
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tisuredy that Isaiah spoke these things, when he saw" 
his glory. And St. Paul expressly asserts, that the 
voice of the Lord, which at this very time spake ttf 
Isaiah^ was the Holy Spirit himself. ** Well spake 
the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fath- 
ers, Go unto thb people and say, Hearing ye shall 
hear, and shall not understand,'' Acts ii. 8. 

Again, the Spirit is exalted above the rank of 
ereatures, therefore he must be God : for there is no' 
middle state between^ That he is exalted above the 
rank of creatures is evident, because he is never re-' 
presented as a worshipper of God. But the relation 
of all creatures to him, and their dependence upon*, 
him, are necessary obligations to pay him worship. 
And the more excellent the endowments of a crea* 
tare are, the stronger will be his obligation to glo-' 
rify his Maker. Accorduigly, the scripture frequent- 
ly represents the whole company of heaven offering 
up to God their most ardent praises. But how comes 
it, if the Spirit be also a creature, that he is never 
mentioned as a worshipper? Is it not strange indeed 
that he should be forgotten, who, if a creature, 
should, as the principal person, have led this concert* 
of praise? Was it not highly needful to have made' 
mention of him, in order to prevent our mistakii^ 
in a matter of such moment? The total silence, 
therefore, of scripture on this head affords a strong 
inference that the prophets, apostles, and Christ,- 
knew the Holy Ghost was not a creature, but by 
nature God. 

It was foreseen that many profane disputers would 
affirm the Spirit is no more than a quality in God, 
which cannot subsist, or be distinguished as a person. 
Xo confute this notion, he has a name si^ficant of 
Ml essence and energy ; that his essence is spiritual,' 
and his energy the cause of all holiness in the souls 
pf men. As the spirit within a man, which obfierveB" 
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lldfi own thoughts^ is not a quality, but sometUn^ 
xeally distinct from his thoughts; so this Spirit^ 
which knows the thoughts of God, and even searches^ 
the deep things of God, must be a person distinct 
fix>m the Father, who b thus known by him. Be* 
wies, all personal actions are ascribed to the Spirit: 
'^ He shall not speak of himself; but what he ha9 
heard, that shall he speak." He convinces the world 
of sin, righteousness, and judgment. And when 
Peter was still doubtful of the import of the heav- 
enly vision, **The Spirit said unto him, behold three 
men seek thee." All these expressions are without 
a meaning, if they do not clearly mark the person** 
ality of the Holy Ghost 

From this summary view it appears, that the Holy. 
Ghost possesses the essential attributes of God, that 
be does works pn^)er to God, and receives the 
honor due unto God only« To this scripture proof 
there is no reply, but such as infidelity is never at a. 
loss to make against the plainest truths. These 
scripture proofs, which have been often urged at 
large Mrith great strength and clearness, are a suffi- 
•i^nt warrant for our l^th in this important article 
of the Christian creed. As to those who will con- 
tradict and blaspheme on account of insuperable 
difficulties which occur in this subject, the moirfent 
we presume to step beyond what is written, it must 
be observed that aU the peculiar doctrines of revela^ 
tipii, no less than thb, become to such, first matter 
of dispute, and then are rejected, because they seem 
Intional, till at length God's blessed system of truth, 
wnich none of the wise men of this world knew, il^ 
reduced to little more than some moral maxims, and 
the revelation of a resurrection of the just and unjust*. 
Whether this be to receive and rationally interpret 
the book of God with all reverence, or to renounce 
all subjection to its authority, and sit in judgment 
upon his dictates, judge ye ! 
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SUNDAY XXL 

CHAP. XXI. 
Od the Operations of the Holy Ghost. 

A.FT£R our judgment is fully informed and con-^ . 
▼inccd of the divinity of the Holy Ghost, we must 
know for what great purposes that infinite, almighty, 
eternal Spirit, exercises his office in the church of 
Christ, and what are his influences ; for till thes^ 
things are clearly understood, we can never ascribe 
to him the glory of his own work, nor be secure 
from dangerous delusions. But the scripture is 
not more full in declaring the divinity of the Holy 
Ghost, than in determining the nature and invariable 
eflfects of his operation. 

To him, we are taught by holy writ, is intrusted* > 
^ nuuiagement of Christ's cause against a rebel: 
world. Byhis secret, yet mighty energy, the foun- : 
dation of the Christian religion is knd in the soul ;'. 
by him it is maintained, and at length produces much 
fruit to perfection. The foundation of the Christian 
religion, as the words import, is the knowledge of 
Christ ; without which, though you may do many 
things which are commanded, and be in professioir 
a Christian, you still want the foundation of accepta- 
ble worship, according to that assertion, " Kany man 
serve me, him will my Father honor," Jrfm xiL u ^ 
he will honor no one else. 

But if you consider the scripture account of tfie 
condition the world was in, when the name of Christ 
was Jirst preached, or the natural blindness of the 
human mind to the truths of God in all ^;es, you 
will rtadily acknowledge, that wherever the glory of 
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tlie Lord is perceived, it must be owing to the teach^ 
feg of the Holy Ghost. Few possibly doubt of this>, 
U the time when Christ was first preached. For then 
16 conceive justly of him, was directly contrary ta 
tfie whole force of inveterate prejudice, corrupt edu- 
csltion, and worldly interest Suppose yourself an 
inhabitant either of Jerusalem, or Rome, at the time 
irhen the gospel was published in those cities. Pha- 
risaism and Sadducism reigned throughout Jerusa- 
lem and Judea ; and the impurest idolatry, with the 
most enormous sensuality of every kind, triumphed 
ibliongst the heathens. In this situation, suppose 
jtm had heard an aposde, in the name of God, com- 
thand you to confess your sinfulness, and, as a wretch 
ftjr ever undone (but for this refuge from deserved 
^^rath) to call upon the nam^ of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; that this apostle, instead of concealing the 
meanness and weakness in which Jesus Christ lived, 
the shame and torture in which he died, told you, 
tiiat on his cross he made atonement for sin, pur- 
biased sinners with the price of his blood, that they 
might live in subjection to him as their Sovereign i 
tflatt he possessed power irresistible, to save, reward, 
1^ eternally enrich his friends, or to confound, con^ 
quer, and punish his adversaries : suppose the apos- 
tie to conclude this address with a most solemn as* 
sertion, that if you refused the call now given to 
you, and died without pardon from Christ, you must 
feel the wrath to come : Instandy upon such an ad* 
dress, in the circumstances above described, your 
heart tells you, you would reject the messenger and 
his call with equal disdain and hatred. For the life 
€f Jesus, infamous through innumerable slanders of 
the vilest sort, and his death ignominious in your 
apprehension to the last degree, must make you 
treat the report of salvation by him alone, as the 
most palpable Ue ever forged to deceive* 

w 
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Accustomed from a child either to wortliip fk\9t 

fods, or the true one, without any affiance in a 
lediator, a sacred horror must chill your blood, 
upon hearing your idols degraded, and the worship 
of them declared worthy of damnation. Or if a Jew, 
you would be ready to rend your garments on hear- 
ing Jesus, who was a man, declared to be one with 
God ; whilst every passion for sinful pleasure, love 
of praise, fear of reproach, or desire of happiness in 
the world, must inflame your rage against a relt- 
gion, which was such an enemy to them all. What, 
is the light of reason to pierce through such a cloud 
of error and prejudice ? What, the force of moral 
suasion, or the resolution of man to make at once a 
sacrifice of friends, relations, reputation, and even 
be deemed by those, to whom you was before most 
dear, a cur3e to your country * ? Yet nothing l^s 
was a certain consequence before the eyes of all, who 
dared to join themselves to the Lord Jesus ; that 
Jesus, who, from the odium cast upon his name by 
the Jews in every place, is marked as the man 
'* whom the nation abhorreth," 

To vanquish such deep-roqted prejudice and en* 
mity against the Redeemer, the gospel is to be preach- 
ed with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven* 
Thus furnished, the apostles were to be witnesses for 
Jesus, and the redemption he finished, both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth* This almighty Agent, 
by his miraculous gifts in rich variety imparted to 
them, bore down the prejudices of education, the 

* The uiyleamed reader is to be informed, that the first de- 
fenders of our Holy Faith all take notice of the cruel chacges 
brought against Christians, as the cause of all the public calam- 
ities among the Pagans, whose gods Uiey abhorred. The Pa- 
gans, therefore, inflamed with superstition, thought they pleas- 
ed their gods hy puttings tliem to death. 
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iear of reproach and death, and all base self-love. 
JThis almighty Agent^ by his gracious influence on 
,the mind (at the time he was appealing by wonder- 
ful signs to their senses), made the glory of the Lord 
appear with such transcendent excellency, that thou- 
sands were in every place added to the church, who ^ 
. loved their Saviour better than their lives. 

Thus, in a visible and grand display of power, the 
Holy Ghost fulfilled the Redeemer's promise, and 
laid the foundation of faith in his name. In this 
, manner, *' He testified of Jesus, and glorified him.'' 
He reproved the world of sin, in their contemptuous 
. rejection of Christ ; of righteousness in his cause and 
. person. He convinced the world of judgment, in 
opening their eyes to see the throne of Satan over- 
turned, his oracks silenced, his temples deserted, 
abhorred, and miserable captives under his yoke set 
at liberty without number; for whilst the Holy 
Ghost, in the judgment of all who would consider, 
wrought mightily for the gospel, he enlightened the 
understanding by a subsequent internal influence. 

This is evident from the aposde's prayer for the 
church at Ephesus. By the muscles they had seen, 
they were convinced of the divine authority of the 
gospel. They adored its much despised and bias- 
phemed Author. Nevertheless, the apostle clearly 
distinguishes this conviction flowing from external 
evidence, from the internal gracious influence of the 
Holy Ghost. He prays unto God to grant them his 
spirit, that " the eyes of their understanding being 
enlightened, they might know what was the hope of 
his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his in- 
heritance in the saints, and the exceeding greatness 
of his power towards us that believe.'* 

This goes much deeper than the force of miracles 
could reach. This implies a transforming knowp 
Ifedj^ of those sublime tiuths, which miracles alone 
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can never produce, and a happy experience o€ ^a 
certainty of the words of truth, from their vital <^^ 
ration within. t 

From this plain and true account of the state ol 
Christ's church at the beginning, it is clear, that thc^ 
Holy Ghost must then lay the foundation oi faith in> 
Christ in each individual, who believed to the savings 
of his soul. 



SUNDAY XXIL 

CHAP. XXII- 
On the constant Agency of the Hol)r Ghost in &B Ages. 

XxIS miraculous gifts are allowed, by all who re« 
ceive the Bible, to have been displayed in t|ie first, 
ages of the church. But his divine influences on the 
heart now are called in question by many professing 
Christians. They allege that our circumstances 
totally diifer from the state of the primitive believers, r 
Now instead of blasphemous revilings cast on the 
name of Jesus, he is constantly adored as God in the 
public service of our church. Instead of bitter pre- 
judices from education against his death as a sacrin 
fice for sin, we are baptized into it, as our redemp- 
tion, and generally hear it spoken of with reverence- 
Instead of persecution from friends ai^ relations, 
enraged for our professing Christianity, we should . 
give olTi^nce by not doing so. 

From this great change of circumstances, as great 
a difference has followed in the work of the UiAy 
Ghost. 

We see not one miracle wrought in c(»[ifirBiati<Hi \ 
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of^Ae gMpel now : ks own es^IisAunent^^tlie most 
Hifioni^ing of aU mimcles, appeals to every man» 
The extraordinary operations oi the Holy Ghost 
jdhus ceasii^, many make a very felse and dangerou9 
eDnclusion, injuriougly restraining to the apostolic 
times, the teaching, strength, and consolations com- 
nmaicatsed bj* the Spirit to all the faithful. A mistake 
destructive of vital religion, and proceeding from 
gross ignorance of man's natuni^ blindness and de- 
pravity of heart. Foi^if wtw^vb credit the account 
given of both in scripture, it is certain no man left 
to himself would ever emtnttee the truth of God, 
though the rage of Jews and Gentiles be removed, 
and the Bible granted to be a revelation from Heaven* 
The natural man, acting only upon principles which 
he concludes to be rational, and seeking no illumi- 
nation from God, "receiveth not the things of the 
spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him ; 
neither can he know th&m, because they are spiritu- 
alty disoemed." Their truth and excellency is only 
dbcoverable by the teaching of the Spirit. From 
this declaration it necessarily follows, that all profita- 
ble knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, must^ 
proceed from the Holy Ghost kt this day, nq less 
than when the apostles first planted churches in the 
luune of Christ. He must take of the things which 
are Christ's, and shew them unto men. And what 
was his work immediately after our Lord's ascension, 
is still so in every one who believes to the saving 
of his soul, the gift of miraculous powers only ex- 
cepced. The proof of this assertion, now so much 
i^uestioned, nay, often vilified as despicable enthu- 
siasm, I shall endeavour to evince from the same 
inttruotive declaration in holy writ, which has been 
already considered in relation to the apostolic age. 

** When the Comforter is come, he will repmvc 
the ^orld of sm^ because they believe not in m^^^' 
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Crimes 'destructive orinjurious to society, are scan^ 
dalous, and resented by all as very evil. But the 
grand provoking ofience of tiiinleing so well of our* 
selves, and so highly of our own virtues, as renders 
all honcH* we rive unto Christ in the creed, and wor* 
diip of the church, merely verbal, this oflfence you 
never see in the catalogue of faults, which unen^ 
lightened men confess chargeable upon themselves. 
Impure and wicked as we are, we can dare to i^^- 
proach the holy, jealous God in prayer, without hav* 
mg recourse to a Mediator, or feeling, in any degree^ 
that we need the atonement he has made. 

To expose this ^ in all its malignity, is the work 
of the Holy Ghost. He must ^open your eyes rtf 
-they be ever opened) to see your own vileness. He 
must convince you wliat mean and low thoughts you 
entertained of the Redeemer, and your base negleot 
of him, though every name, and office, and glory, 
that can magnify, exalt, and endear him to mankind, 
is constantly ^iven him in the oracles of God. The 
Holy Ghost also can alone enable you to say, with 
knowledge and certainty, Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. And, by his influenee 
only, you can believe in your heart, and boldly 
make confession with your mouth, that if any man 
love not the Lord Jesus Christ, he is anathema mar^ 
anathay accursed of God ; and, without a divine 
change, sure to be destroyed by the Lord when he 
cometh to judge the world. Thus, clearly to sec 
the glory of Christ, and heartily to detest the neglect 
and dishonor shewn to his person and his works, is 
a grace bestowed by the Spirit of truth, by whom 
men are led into this necessary and most valuable 
knowledge of Christ. 

Again, "when the Comforter is come," saith our 
I^ord, *'he shall reprove the world of righteousness, 
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becMse I go to my Fadier, and the world seeth me 
a» more." 

• To confess we are received into the favor of God 
1^ virtue of - what another hath done, and that the 
dficacy of the life and cteath of Christ derives pardon 
and everiastuig salvation on all his faithful people, 
18 a rock of offence to our haughty qiirit, and a pal- 
pable absurdity to men, who trust in themselves as 
nghteoHs* And though we profess (having always 
been taught to do so) reverence for the word of God, 
stilU if left to ourselves, we make personal wcMth 
and moral character our foundation of acceptance 
with our Judge. Under accusations of conscience 
we fly to human frailty, and the strength of tempta* 
tion, as our advocates ; or to repentance and amend- 
ment, as our propitiation. So obstinately (through 
our corrupt nature) are we prepossessed in favor 
4d our virtues, th$it we can talk, and trust top, as if 
we were as good as the law of God requires we 
should be, to enter into life by our own righteous* 
ness. 

It is the work of the Holy Ghost to reprove the 
world for this self exalting lie ; thb hateful over- 
rating our tainted and much blemished obedience. 
He overturns all vain confidence, by establishing the 
mind in the full knowledge of Christ delivered for 
our offences, raised again for our justification, ap- 
pearing in the presence of God with his own blood, 
rrom whence the conclusion b irresistible, thaf even 
the holiest members of the Christian church, are ac- 
^cepted, not for their own, but Christ's sake; that his 
going to the Father as Mediator is all our hope, and 
&s name, the Lord our nghteousuess, our only 
ground of confidence that God will be favorable 
unto us, and not remember our sins ; that though 
Kpentancf , love to God, and obedience without re- 
serve, must vouch our relation to Christ, yet neither 
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singljr Bt unked do ^h^ cover <iiir 'tiwsgrettslon^' 
or obtain for us eternal life ; fen- this we stand in^ 
4ebted to the blood and righteousness of God 6ur 
SavicMir. t 

But till the Hdy Ghost has convinced us of our 
abscdute need of imputed divine righteousness, it t# 
one of the most offetmve articles of the Christiafi'9 
creed. Piqued at tiie low account this makes of thesf 
best virtues in the best of men^ we shall clalnduf^ 
i^nst exalting so highly the Saviour^ obediences 
:lnd death, as a disparagement of personal h(^nesss 
ftnd the gift of just^cation unto etenial life, tin-ougll 
the redemption that b in Jesus, will be deemed af 
contempt of good works. To remove tiiis natural 
Mindness and stubborn prejudice, the Spirit of trutK 
Inust exert his kindfy influence: and then what 
Christ has done, suffered, and pleads before the* 
Father, will be all our salvation, and all our desit^. ' 

In one instance more, th^ text under consideration 
declares the perpetual agency of the Holy Ghost; 
" He shall reprove the world of judgment," because 
the prince of this world is judged; u e. convince 
men of the complete victory obtained by Christ over 
Satan, in order to make all believers in his name 
more than conquerors too. 

Subjection to sin, though the vilest davery on 
earth (so very low has man fallen), is earnestly 
maintained to be unavoidable. Every one (it is said 
in all companies) has his foible : which, in polite 
language, means some detestable lust, or intolemfate 
temper, which lords it over him. Unwilling to be 
set free, we magnify the force of temptation, wid our 
own infirmities, keeping out of sight the mighty Re* 
deemer, and then say, " Who can stand before all 
these?" 

The Holy Ghost, that grand agent for the g^ory 
of Clirist, convinces us (if we ar^ ever convinced^ 
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UMswe greatly en in this matter, since the prince 
•f this world, Satan, is judged^ already dethroned 
wd vanquished by tiie Saviour, who is infinitely 
Stronger in them who believe, than the combined 
force of all outward opposition, or inward ccMTup- 
6ons. Thus it is plain to demonstration, if pride, 
or passicMi, or discontent, if intemperance or lewd- 
aess, covetousriess or envy, or any evil temper what-* 
«yer, hold the mastery over us, it is because sin is 
aeither exceedingly sinful in our eyes, nor grievous 
to bear ; therefore we refuse to cry out for deliver- 
ipce* Like in&mous wretches, who prefer rags and 
aores, with idleness and beggary, to honest labour^ 
^ we will not be made whole.*' 

For this purpose, now perpetually^ as in the 
apostles' days, is the agaicy of the Holy Ghost ex- 
perienced by every one who beiievedi in Jesus/ 
And now, as then, a man cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God, except he be bom of water, and of 
tut Spirit 

But the i^ncy <rf* the Holy Ghost, when he tes- 
tifies <^ Christ, and glorifies him, is quite distinct 
from the means which convey the testimony. This 
important distinction is carefully noted in scripture. 
Thus it is written of the apostate Jews, ** Hear yc 
indeed, but perceive not, make the heart of this peo- 
ple fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their 
eyes, lest they see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and understand with their hearts, and 
convert, and be healed." Here, observe well, is 
the call of the word, yet a refusal of grace to make 
it efiectual) on account of their insufferable provoca- 
tions. The alarming expressions, ** Make the heart 
of this people fiit, and make their ears heavy, and 
shut their eyes,'* cannot possibly mean that God in- 
spired Israel with contempt for his holy word, or 
disflfiection to it; but they mean, that disdainftil 
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tootem^ of his word, and obstinate disafiection to^ 
wards it, do certainly follow, where the Spirit oJT 
grace is withheld* ^ aonfinn^tion of thb truth, ij^ 
is written,, that the Lord opened the heart of L> dia to 
attend to the things spoken by St* PauU In this 
instance, you plainly sec the man of God preaching 
Christ, and all that is needful for the conversion of 
the sod, on the one hand ; on the other, the God 
^ all grace exercising his powerful influence, by 
which the aposde^s preaching obtained success. lu- 
deed we are taught always to distinguish b^tweep 
the means and instrumeots made use of tp convey 
grace t^ the soul, and the Holy Qhost from whom 
wat grace proceeds. This animated interrogation 
on the subject is put by the great aposUe, *^ whp 
then is Paul, and who is ApoUos? but ministers by 
whom ye believed, as the Lord gave to every man« 
I have planted, ApoUos watered, but God gave the 
increase,'^ i Cor. iii. Here^ in the strongest light, 
the n^ans of grace, and the eternal Spirit from which 
they receive their whole eftcgcy, are represented ^ 
entirely distinct from eas^h other. By undeniablo 
qonsequence the foundation of Christian iaith is laid 
by the Holy Ghost in the heart of each believer, aod 
his agency is as real ^d successful at this hqur, as 
when miraclea were wrought by him through the 
hands of the sq)Ostles. 

From what has been ofier^ you may understand 
the nature of the abiding operation of the Holy 
Ghost,^ and know whether it has taken j^ce in your 
soul or not, by your knowledge or ignorance of 
Christ crucified. 

Besides this, the scripture teaches us to regard the 
Holy Ghost as theauthor of every divine temper, by 
which his indwelling presence is manifested beyond 
a doubt. If you love God {or sending his Son into 
the world,, and feel ^wsciousness of his Isve to your 
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soul, this is no more required by your own reflect 
tions or conclusions, than the foodful grain which 
enriches our fields b self-produced. **lt is &h«d 
abroad in your heart, by the Hoi? Ghost given unto 
you.'^ If this love creates joy, /rom the considenu 
fion of the great good you possess, and as an ear. 
nest of infinitely berter, this sensation, in honor of 
its author, is called Joy in the Holy Qhost. If| 
whilst God and eternai judgment are in all your 
fhoughtSt you now possess peace through Jesus 
Christ, by whom you have received the atonement, 
when before, mention of such awfiil subjects excit«- 
cd dread or disgust, this marvellous change claims a 
divine parent, and is called the frmt of tht Spirit. 
If, pos^ssiT^ the heavenly treasure ol love, peace, 
and joy, you are patient in troubles, and under re- 
peated injuries gentle, mercifttl, vsA meek, this 
iinion of amiable tempers is from above, the supeN 
scription of one scancttf ed by the Hdy Ghost. Fur- 
Aer, in order to withstand temptation, mortify out 
evil tempers, and perform obedknce, we are taught 
in scripture to implore the spirit of God, who helps 
our infirmities in prayer: and all trut' Christiaiif 
have access to the Father, through the mediator, bf 
•ne Spirit, Ephes. ii. t8. And when they are ex« 
faorted to be full d^ the high praises of God, they 
are exhorted at the same time to be full of the Holy 
Ghost ; which b expressed not only as a promised 
privilege, but a necessary duty. From whence it is 
evident, that, wkhout him, all our services will be a 
maimed sacrifice, and want the very soul which caa 
enliven them. 

In a word, to express the never-cea^ng agency of 
the Holy Ghost on die hearts of the faithful, and' 
^tfieir perpetual need of it, dieir life is called W(Uk^ 
^f Gmnginth0 Spihi. 
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SUNDAY XXm. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

On the Properties of the Spirit's Influence, and tlic daring 
Impiety of denying it. 

Having produced, from scrq>ture, proc^ suffi- 
cient of tlie operations of the Holy Ghost on the un- 
derstanding and will of man, and pointed out its dis*- 
tifict agency, it is prop^, to prevent enthusiastic^ 
errors, that some farther observations should be 
made on the peculiar properties of the Splat's in-' 
fluence. 

It is discernible only by its fruits. He acts in a 
maimer quite similar to the established course of 
Tiature. The prophets, apostles, and Christ their 
head, refer us to tbe vegetadble world for illu^ration * 
of his influence. As tl^ juices of the earth do not ^ 
immediately shoot out in fruits or flowers, but are at 
jfirst received into the root, from thence grachially^ 
ascend the trunk, whence they are difiiised through 
the branches, by which means they live and flouri^ 
to the conviction of eveiy spectator, whilst the most 
penetrating cannot teU how, so is it with the agency 
of the Holy Ghost — He breathes spiritual life into 
man, which appears in the turn of mind, the subject 
of his thoughts and discourse, in his hopes and fears, 
joys and sorrows, love and hatred. Every one per- 
ceives the change, while the author of it remains in- 
visible ; and the method in which it has been accom- 
plished bcomprehensible. Yet, though the influence 
be secret f its eflects is noble and powerful. He "whch 
is bom of the Spirit is bom to conflict, toil, labour, 
and victory ; not so much at present to enjoy, as act ; 
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a power, therefore; is given, proportioned to the dif- 
jRcuIties a Christian meets, and the enemies with 
whom he fights. Thus, it is declared, " Whatsoever 
is bom of God overcometh the world :** the love of 
its pleasures cannot corrupt him, nor the fear of its 
frowns deter him from his duty. 

■ But this mighty influence exactly corresponds 
with the written word ; and is preserved and increas- 
^ by use of the means appointed for this purpose. 
The Holy Ghost makes no new revelation in point 
of doctrine or duty, only gives efficacy to what is al- 
ready revealed respecting both. No other change 
he works in the soul than what the oracles of God 
describe and promise, and unprejudiced reason must 
pronounce excellent and desirable in the highest 
degree. He works, by apt means, the increase of 
his own influence, which yet remains distinct from 
tiiem. As natural life, though perpetually main- 
tained by the power of God, is not miraculously up- 
held, but in the use of food, exercise, rest, air, and 
sleep, so the immortal soul, when bom of the Spirit^ 
desires the sincere milk of the word, to grow there- 
Ij^ ; watches and prays, and, by light from heaven, 
avc^ all things hurtful, and values and prizes 
whatever can be profitable to it. 

This influence varies in its degree. Those who 
partake of it not only differ from others who share 
m the same divine privilege, biU in the state of 
their own mind, at different times, with respect to 
the benefit they enjoy. Some have much more 
light, comfort, and strength than others : and often 
tl^ transition firom peace to trouble, from tran- 
quiHty to conflict, is very quick. But this difference 
in those who live and mAk in the Spirit is owing ge- 
nerally to different degrees of watchfiilness, exi- 
gence, TUid fidelity in the use of talents intrusted to 
their caie. The Spirit, wcaretoW, is often grieved 
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wd quenched by carelessness, neglect of seci^ 
prayer, and meditation on God's word, and mucli 
more by self-pleasing complianoes, and more still 
|iy afaU into a pi^sumptuous offence. In such 
cases, the paternal justice of God requires proper 
rebukes should be given ; that his children, icelin^ 
their own miserable deadntss of soul, and being ful: 
of uncomfortable reflections, if not of dismal fore^ 
boding^, may be more vigilant, in future, to avoid 
«very instance of undutiml carriage, and learn to 
prize the light of God's countenance above everjF 
temporal blessing. Whilst to encourage and reward 
4ie humble, zealous obedience of those who labour, 
with all activity, to spread knowledge, and save 
aouls, to comfort the distressed, befriend the poofj 
Ibe fatherless, and widow, God, Father, Son^ ana 
Spirit, will love them with peculiar delight, and 
come unto them, and make their abode with them. 
Declarations to this purpose are frequent in scrips 
tare, and plainly marked in the lives (jf the prophets 
^d eminent servants of God. These declarations 
sufiiciently vindicate the doctrine of divine agency on 
the mind, as if it represented or made men ma* 
chines ; whereas it is impossible f<^ us to do anf 
act with liberty, if we, when our understanding ap^ 
proves, and our heart chooses the service of God as 
good, are not free indeed. 

After the proofs above advanced of the divmit]t 
and work of the Holy Ghosts the inference unavoid^ 
ably follows, how impious is the way of the world, 
which blasphemes the agency of the Holy Ghost, 
as the whim of a distempered brain, or die notioa 
of enthusiastic knaves, who make UxA& of the 
people. 

To cover the daring impiety of these reproaches^ 
it is common to urge the shameless practices of relt<> 
gious men inpast and piesent timtfk A plea whicl|» 
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lyatlCls the offence it would excose, is provokiog 
io the sight of heaven. For what can be more wes^ 
thw to ridicule and explode a things merely be- 
cause it has been and is abused to purposes totally 
opposite to its real tendency ? Had tliis argument 
force, we must renounce the use of reason, , no less 
thsm reject the doctrine of divine influence^ : for 
what can be conceived more injurious tp the honor 
of God, or good of man, than principles which thq 
knidest advocates for the sufficiency of reason's 
Ught have published? And if the fancies of wild 
and wicked enthusiasts, who claim the Spirit's in* 
fluei\ce to sanctify nonsense, spiritual pride, €»*, what 
i» worse, to .cover villainy and lewdness, be a good 
reason for denying the influence of the Holy Ghost 
oji the hearts of the faithful ; we muht also allow that 
^ execicable blasphemies against faith and holiness^ 
vented by many who extol the powers of reason, is as 
good an argument for suppressing the exercise of the 
tationul faculty, at least for representing it as ex- 
tremely hurtful, and always to be suspected. For if 
duty be violated^ what does it signify whether the 
violation proceeds from imaginary inspiration, or self- 
sufficiency in a worm, who makes his God out of 
bis Q|vn brain, and gives him properties pleasing to 
^db own wicked heart ? Does not every intelligent 
person distinguish between the use and abuse of rea- 
son ? And is it not in£ituatioi) to do otherwise ? 
Reason, therefore, and candour, and, what is more, 
the authority of God, requires you to try, by the 
touchstone of his word, whatever clain>s to be the 
fruit of the Spirit, kst you condemn what is really 
^ise and exoellent, when its base counterfeit only 
deserves to be condemned. If you refuse to ex- 
awtie by this test, it is plain, enmity against the 
Split's influence reigns m your heart; therefore, 
wittai ifjpiptiQus rashness^ you gladly confound things 
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most wkEely different^ the Spirit of truth with th4' 
^irit of delusion. 

The other plea urged, with airs of great confi. 
dence, against the influence of the Holy Ghost on 
Ae heart, is as shamefully inconclusive ; ignorance 
of such influence on their own minds, we know, 
say all profane, careless, and proud men, nothing 
of this kind* Argue, therefore, as long as you please 
about it, we are determined to believe it is only the 
mere work of imagination. In every other case^ 
you would despise this inference as a palpable ab- 
surdity. Was any one to aflirm, we never ought to 
believe another person can possess any excellency to 
which we are strangers, would not you think their 
stupidity too great to deserve an answer ? We do 
not esteem brutes capable of judging about the per- 
fections of man ; nor some men at all more capable 
of judging what excellencies others have attained.' 
Men eminent in the sciences feel a pleasure, to which 
all besides are strangers. Should a number o^ 
clowns grin and scoff at the mention of such plea-' 
sures, confident they have no reality, would not 
their folly be too gross to need a reply ? But the 
difierence between spiritual men, and all who know 
no more than their own understanding can teach' 
them, is greater than that between clowns and 
philosophers. This is certain from scripture, be- 
cause there the diflference between men born of the 
Spirit, and those bom of the flesh only, is called a 
passage from darkness to marvellous light, from 
death to life, to exercise the mind with lugh esteem^ 
frequency, and delight, on subjects before neglect- 
ed, despised, abhorred. Besides, when it is said, 
we will admit no operation of the Holy Ghost inthe^ 
soul, because we know not there is any, this ista 
make their own knowledge the measure of truth ; a 
foUy of the largest size. They have a right to sayy 
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f We indeed know nothing of divine influence on 
our own hearts ;" we never receive any illumination 
of our minds, or change in our will^ no desire of 
communion with God, or joy or consolajdon in 
Christ. All unreasonable and wicked men, who 
have not faith, may with great truth speak thus of 
themselves ; and in this manner the scripture con* 
stantly speaks of their condition. But to go farther, 
and be confident it is the same with all men as with 
themselves, this is to deny the essential difierence 
which marks those who love and are in Christ 
Jesiis, and separates them from the children of this 
world. It b impudently to deny there is any work 
of the Holy Ghost, though the scripture gives a 
clear, full, distinct account of this work, and of the 
life it produces and maintains in the soul. It is to 
lie against the Holy Ghost ; because, if there be no 
•peration from him, then the scripture, which so 
constantly speaks of his influences, commanding men 
to seek after them, is a £ible, though it be said to be 
written by inspiration of the Holy Ghost. Finally, 
such an absurd assertion betrays the miserable condi- 
tion of your soul who make it, since you could not 
prate with malicious words against this divine Agent, 
unless you was yoiu^elf earthly, sensual, having not 
die Spirit. 



PRAYER, 

For the influence of the Holf Ghost* 

ALMIGHTY, eternal Sphit, glwy bcto thee^ 
Wy whose inspiration all scripture was given. Glory 
be to thee, for all the signs and wonders, wrought 
bythee, through the apostles, to bring the Heathen 
<b be the heritage of the Lordi and the utmost partd 

Y 
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•f the earth to be his possession. Thou aitttib 
Comforter who dost testify of Christ, and open the 
•yes of men to behold the excellency of those things, 
which naturally we receive not, neither can we know 
them. By thy sacred influence on our minds, may 
ive be able to say with a£Gidnce« Jesus Christ is Lord. 
Glorify him ; give us to understand and firmly be* 
lieve that Jesus, by his death, resurrection, and as- 
cension into heaven, hath vanquished Satan, and de- 
livered man. 

. We desire to live- in the Spirit, and walk in the 
Spirit^ to cherish all thy suggestions, and yield our- 
selves up to be guided by thy counsel. 

And knowing how apt pride is to betray us mtm 
ftlthy dreams, and bring reproach upon our Chris- 
tian profession, we beg we may bear witness te 
die reality of thy influence in our souls, by bringing 
forth all. the fruit of the Spirit in love, peace, jo3^ 
gentleness, meekness, goodness, faith, temperance^ 

Lead into the way of truth, . O Almighty Spirit; 
all who are deceived by Satan's subdety ; who boast 
themselves to be full of the Spirit, though they bb 
heady, high-minded, speaking. and walking contrary 
to thy law and testimony. Give them to know and 
forsake their own delusions ; save them, and endure 
them with a sound mind, before they are called t# 
answer for the offence Uiey give to the weak, and 
occasion of triumph to the adversaries of the Lord. 

O that thou wouldst pity those who mock, like 
the profane on the day of Fentecost, at the things 
spoken of thy influence on the members of Chrisrs 
church. Bring them, who in ignorance contradict 
and blaspheme, to faith and repentance, that they 
may themselves experience those rich blessings thcj 
DOW deride. . 

O Lord and giver of all spiritual life, hear the 
prayers •f the holy church universal : pour down 
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Id^rJofluence from on high upon all flesh; eonverC 
all Jews, Turks, infidels, and heretics. And grant 
that all who hear those oracles written by thy/ inspi* 
iration, may understand, to their salvation, the mys^ 
|ery of God the Spirit, the Father, and of Christ ; 
to whom be everlasting praise^ might, majebty, ^pdi 
doounioa. Amen# 



SUNDAY XXIV, 

p CHAP. XXIV. 

^^ t)D true and blse Repentance. 

jThE word of our Saviour is express, in eeneui^ 
rence with all the prophets, that without i^epentanoe 
'we must perish. This is a truth too plain to be call- 
4k1 in question. Yet the love of sin rendering us 
averse to repent, we naturally substitute- ^mething 
•for repentance consistent with 8elf-irfdiii||@nce, and 
foolishly trust in this base codKterfeit. ^ 

To put, therefore, true and false repentance in 
opposition to each other, Mrill be a subject of much 
instruction, and great use, through the divine 
blessing. 

Observe, then, fklse repentance takes its rise only 
from fear. When conscience sharply accuses and 

.threatens impending destruction; when the law 
draws up the indictment, thus and thiis hast thou 

i^done, and the wages of thy sin is death ; much dis- 
tress of mind must be felt, and self-love will prompt 

.to tears and lamentations, to resolutions and prom- 
ise of amendment, and a renunciation of the belo v^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



t»» COMPLETE DXJTY OF MAN. 

lust, which is now the cause of so much pain aoA 
dread. Yet no sooner is the storm over, which fear 
of death and judgment raised, than the false penitent 
grows easy ; listens again to his vile seducer, and 
works iniquity with all greediness, till some fresfc 
alarm revives his fears, which again produce the same 
effects. Thus too many repent and live in sin^ dtt 
their hypocrisy receives its just reward. 

Or perhaps deeper, impressions, made by distress 
of conscience, produce a reformation of manners, 
and an abiding dread of some presumptuous offence^ 
which has made the false penitent smart so severely* 
Yet, in this case, the sinner^s passions are only chain* 
cd up, and he deterred, by an external cause, from 
living after the desires of his heart. It is trufe ter- 
rors often prepare the way for true repentance ; but^ 
renuuning alone, effect no conversion. 

Yet it is much better to tremble under apprehen- 
aions of wrath to come, than have no forebodings, 
and a conscience past feeling. And far the greater 
part of true penitents, who have been most exem« 
plary, and whose conversion encourages the vilest to 
turn to God, have first cried for mercy, like the jailor 
at Philippi, almost at their wits end, for fear of be- 
ing lost for ever. Instead, therefore, of construing 
what has been said to expose false repentance, as u 
you had not taken one step right, because you have 
kimed to God out of fear, let it only excite you to 
pray, that terrors, and checks, and reformation from 
mere self-love, which are no certain proofs of true 
repentance, may be perfected in what undoubtedly 
are. These certain proofs are, sorrow for sin, and 
avesti^Hi to it, from an abiding conviction of the dis- 
honor and injury it offers to God ; from a conscious- 
ness that your deportment, and the ruling tempers 
of your heart, before you turned to God, have been . 
very base and detestable. The language of a true 
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pMiitent is this. '4 acknowledge my transgressioiv 
tnd my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee 
only have I sinned : mine iipquities are gone over 
my head as an heavy burden; they are too heavy 
for me. Deliver me from all my transgressions, Ut 
not my sins have dominion over me." Here is 
hatred of all sin, and grief of heart for having done 
iniquity : here is a desire, that no lust should be 
spared, though dear as a right eye. How glaring a 
difference between the restraints of fear, and casting 
away sin because compelled for a season by the 
lashes of a guilty conscience, and loathing ourselves 
for what we have done, and the very temptati<H)8 
and motives with which we so vilely and readily 
complied ; between a mere regard to our own safety^ 
imd ardent fixed desires to conquer corruption ia 
every shape^ and live for God alone! 

False repentance dishonors God, by distrustiiy 
his mercy. It is full of unbelief though a blessed 
door <tf hope is opened for sinners of lai^est siz^ and 
deepest dye ; though pardon and everlasting salva- 
tion are offered without money, or price, to ruined 
sinners, through the blood of Christ, which cleanaeth 
from all sin. Even in this glorious refuge, the false 
penitent sees no safety. The law of God challenges 
his obedience, and condemns his transgressions: 
conscience concurs with the precept and sentence of 
the law ; in order, therefore, to pacify conscience, 
satisfy the law, and lay a good foundation, as he 
thinks, of hope, the false penitent is made up of re* 
solutions, promises, attempts to obey better, pen* 
ances, and a variety of self-righteous schemes. 
But his sad defects in all these things still leave him 
in fears, which again excite to new endeavours. 
Thus a false penitent, notwithstanding the greatness 
tif his sorrow, and the pain of his convictions, still 
seeks lighteousness by his works, afraid to trust in 
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fte mercy of God, manifested in die death of hif 
only Son^ Indeed, a &lse penitent may have so 
mduch regard to Christ, as to use his name in prayer 
for pardon, though he dare not trust in his sacrifice 
for it : sdll he has a secret hope that his sorrow, if it 
were more sincere, his reformation, if more exem- 
|)Iary, and his performance of duties, if more exact, 
would recommend him to die fovour ctf God, more 
than Christ's merits can, and prove a better securityc 
i^nst punishment He cannot look for the mere]? 
«f God unto eternal life, through our Lord Jtsu« 
Christ ; he must fed some worthiness of it in him-, 
•elf. 

The nature of true repentance is in every respect 
mflferent. The true penitent apfmxurhes his much 
injured Maker, feeling his desert of eternal rejection^ 
but he comes before a mercy-seat He confesses^ 
vvere God to mark iniquity, he could not stand b&« 
fore him, yet remembers there is forgiv^iess with 
liim, that he may be feared, and plenteous redempw 
tion. He looks to the blood of Christ alone to 
cleanse his soul, and take away the curse due to hit 
great oflfences. ** Wash me thoroughly from mjr 
wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin ; purge mft 
with hyssop, and I shall be clean, wash me ^id I 
shall be whiter • than snow.*' This hope of mercy 
imbitters to him ^1 his sins, makes him loathe them^ 
and cry for deliverance. 

Is God ready to forgive, saitii the true penitent 
and have I sinned against such astonishing goodness t 
Is sin so hateful to him, that, to make atonement^ 
it must be punished in his dear Son ? How then 
must I appear in his eyes, who am nothing but sin? 
Have my offences been accessory in nailing Christ to 
his cross, and bringing liim under the agonies of ;i 
cursed death, and shdl I take pleasure in then| 
figain? Have I dishonored Qod so much aht9Ml|% 
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loaded his dear Son with so many indignities, and 
brought such a charge of sin upon myself? It is 
high time to cast away every vile lust, as an enemjr 
tt> God. 

How plain b the opposition here between flying 
from God in fear, like Adam after Ms fall, and ao 
humble self condemning approach to him, like the 
prodigal son to his Father ; between proud, though 
earnest attempts to obtain favor with God by new-* 
Hess of life, and dependence for pardon on the blood 
of Christ alone ; between distress from regard t^ 
personal safety, and grief and shame for shi, as the 
greatest evil in the world, and the basest return te 
God and Christ. 

False repentance can consist with aversion to Gol 
«nd his law ; in true, the love of both prevails* 
Those terrors, which awakened simiers feel, arise 
from lively apprehensions oi God's justice. Th^ 
know they have greatly provoked him, and tliere« 
lore want some covert from his wrath ; and having 
some idea both of his holiness and power he appeam 
an insupportable enemy. They desire, theref^e, te 
be at peace with him, knowing the quarrel will 
tod in their everlasting destruction. Upon this ac- 
count they resolve to obey him, as slaves s^rve dili- 
gently a tyrannical master, though their inclination 
be directly contrary to their work. Thus in ttiM^ 
case of false penitents, were the penal^ of the law 
removed, they would presently return to their old 
course with delight. 

.. The true penitent, on the contrary, sees great ex- 
^llency in obedience, and strives, for this reason, 
•o obey with all exactness. He grieves, not because 
the law is so strict, or its penalty so terrible (for he 
•steems the law to be hdy, and the commandment 
holy, and just, and good), but that he is carnal, sold 
. Wider sin; that, from a nature opposite in its bent to 
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God, he can make no better progress in his way^^ 
and service. He Iw^athes earnestly after holiness, 
esteeming it no less a blessing than deliverance from 
condemnation : he does not desire the law should 
bend to his corruptions, but that his heart should 
become fully subject to it. To partake of the re- 
demption that is in Jesus, to make a progress in con** 
quering every vile affection, and to live in commun** 
ion with God, is the whole wish of his soul. 

False repentance wears off with the alarming con^ 
victions from M^ich it sprung ; but true repentance 
is the constant exercise of the soul. Many sad in* 
stances we find of persons, who for a time appear 
under much trouble and sorrow for Uieir sins, yet 
they return to them. Others quiet their conscience^ 
by reflecting upon the distress they once were in fot 
their sins, and take comfort in their reformation and 
formal course of religious dutks. From hence 
they become lukewarm and secure. Some of this 
character will even boast of their experience, and 
talk of the joy they have in God, whilst they know 
nothing of humiliation, for their remcdmng manifold 
corruptions, imperfect duties, and numerous fail- 
ings. Hence, Aeir prayers are habitually offered 
up in a slothful spirit, without desiring an answer ; 
the great things of God's law are but mean in their 
eyes, and all their religion b reduced to a lifeless 
form, to God hateful, and to themselves unpro- 
fitable. 

On the contrary, true repentance produces lasting 
self-abasement for remaining corruptions, as they 
are discovered. The true penitent does not forget 
his past sins, because he has peace with God. The 
enjoyment of so high a favor makes the remem- 
brance of his offences much more grievous. Not 
that he looks back to past years for matter of humil- 
iation ; his present state of mind calls upon him t# 
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ifsntw his confession and sorrow before God. Such 
frequent workings of a carnal, woridly, unbelieving 
spirit ; so little love to God or man ; such a taint 
l:Hrought upon the soul, under provocations to envy, 
pride, anger, impurity, and discontent, though his 
fellow-creatures see it not, yet he groans often, be- 
ing burdened with an evil nature. Sorrow and 
shame therefore for sin, he continues to feel, dU 
4eath gives him a discharge from this warfare. 

Do I know (says the true penitent) that God has 
pardoned my sins ? What an instance of mercy is 
this! How marvellous the grace wluch plucked a 
brand out of the fire ! And am I still doing so 
little for him who hath done so much for me ? O 
vile ingratitude ! O that I could obtain more victory 
#ver my corruptions ! How often have I lamented 
my infiimities and defects, yet have c4use to do 
so still ! How often designing and pursuing closer 
eommunion with God, but what a poor progress do 
I make ! How would the defilement foumi in my 
best duties separate betwixt God and my soul for 
ever, had I not the blood c^ Christ to cleanse me, 
and tl^ benefits of his intercession, as my glorious 
Advocate with the Father ! O wretched man that 1 
am, who shall deliver me from the body of thid 
death? 



SUNDAY XXV. 

CHAP. XXV. 

The same Subject continued. 

False repentance produces only a partial amend* 
ment; true, and equal opposition to every kind 

z 
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of disobedience. As some gross oflfence generally 
excites that fear which is the life of false repentance^ 
deliverance from its dominion too frequently satisfies 
without any further change. Or, if the false peni- 
tent is zealous for religious duties, who was once 
profane, he will live in strife, injustice, and unchar- 
itablencbs ; if he contend earnestly for the truth of the 
gospel, he will love money, and value it more than 
the peace of God ; and, under the form of godliness, 
he feels no power from on fiigh : like those of Lao- 
dicea, he is perfectly satisfied with himself. 

Directly opposite to this is the character of a true 
penitent. He finds, indeed, as we observed before, 
continual cause to confess his imperfections, and 
seek renewed pardon in the blood of Christ. But 
though he has not already attained, neither is already 
perfect, yet he watches and strives against all that 
is evil, and labours to be transformed into the im- 
age of God. He cannot be satisfied with freedom 
from presumptuous transgression : all the graces 
of the blessed Spirit are beautiful in his eyes ; he 
cannot live without them : purity, humility, meek- 
ness, charity, patience, faith, and love, are implant- 
ed in his soul, and he constantly uses the appointed 
means to establish and increase them more and 
more. I confess, said the true penitent, my heart 
is decriiful above all things, and desperately wicked ; 
this makes me feel the need I have of power and 
grace from Heaven to keep me : ) et my desire is 
before the Lord, and my gioaning is not hid from 
him. I can truly say, I hate the thought of foolish- 
ness, but thy law do I love. O that my ways were 
made so direct that 1 might keep tliy law. 

It will suffice to mention but one instance more. 
False repentance sufiers us basely to yield to the 
fear of man, whilst true repentance leads us to for- 
sake all to follow CluisU Many set out a little way, 
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md run well in religion^ till love of praise or dread 
of contempt conquers them, and they turn back. 
Their own relations, or persons who can be of great 
advantage to them in the world, must at all events 
be pleased ; no sinful ways, therefore, must they 
fibstain from as filthiness, if so doing will forfeit 
their favor, by whom they may gain or lose so 
much. 

The true penitent, on the contrary, heartily 
ashamed of his past life, and determined, from love 
tp God, to do his will, carefully avoids every snare 
and every occasion which would endanger a relapse. 
He will no longer comply with evil customs, or call 
innocent what gives temptation its most inviting 
form ; diverts the thoughts entirely from God and 
eternal things, and inflames those passions, which 
wisdom, interest, and duty require men to suppress. 
For conscience sake, therefore, he will risk the 
loss of temporal advantages, and resist the entreaties, 
and btar the frowns of relations and friends, sooner 
than be seduced from his vigilant jealousy over sin, 
and all approaches to it. He will walk with p^reat 
circumspection in regard to all persons and things, 
lest they should obstruct him in his pilgrimage. It 
is his steadfast purpose, lose or suffer what he may, 
never to yield to popular errors, or the fashion of 
neglecting the soul, but to repel every insinuating 
advocate for conformity to custom, saying, ** Depart 
from me, ye wicked, I will keep the commandments 
of my God.** 

The vast importance of the subject requires us 
to sum up the several particular instances in which 
true and false repentance differ. False repentance 
is the offspring of fear ; true, of light from Heaven, 
which makes sin appear exceeding sinful. False 
repentance seeks relief from its fears, and builds its 
hope on better obedience, suspicious of the atone* 
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Hient made on the cross ; true, confides in this alone 
having the heart sprinkled with the blood of Christ 
from an evil conscience. False repentance can con- 
sist with an aversion to God and his law ; in'true^ 
there is a love to both. False repentance is temporary 
respecting ^oss sins, and then settles into a despica- 
ble form of religion ; true, is an abiding self-abase- 
ment before God, for which there appears abundant 
cause from growth in the knowledge of him, and of 
ourselves. In false repentance, some beloved lust 
or base temper is spared, and a partial obedience is 
oflFcred up to God ; in true, the change is universal, . 
and followed with all the fruits cS the Spirit. False 
repentance will lead a man to obey God only so fer * 
as he may without persecution ch* reproach ; true, is < 
content to go through evil repoH, content with the 
praise of God, let men think or do as they please. 
* This view of the difference between false repent- 
ance, and that which is unto salvation, would be suf- 
ficient on the subject, were the word of God gene- 
rally known and received : fcH* that commands ^^ all 
men to repent ;'' affirming, that eternal ruin must 
follow except we repent. But, alas ! in flat contra- 
diction to scripture, the fashionable sentiment and 
general conclusion is, that tliose only need repent- 
ance whose wickedness oflfends society ; the lewd, 
the drunken, the dishonest, and profaiie. In the 
judgment of the world, ignorant of natural deprav- 
ity, and proudly prejudiced against the doctrine, 
much evil must first be committed, before a change of 
life and heart c^ be at all necessary. To speak out 
more plainly, a sober young gendeman, who has 
been dutiful to his parents, kind to his relations, 
well esteemed abroad, and much commended at 
home, kept at the same time, by his affluence, from 
the temptation of doing any thing men in general 
ficcount base, is apt extravagantly to overrate \m 
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oiK^ conduct, as all around him, do, and to suppose 
he has done nothing which calls for godly sorrow^ 
or ought to trouble his conscience : he is confident 
you greatly injure him by insisting that he can never 
be saved, without such a sense of sin, loathing of 
himself, faith in Christ, and zeal to honor God, as 
constitute true repentance. 

In the same mistake a young lady, trained up t« 
aflability and politeness, to love peace and harmony, 
can be guilty of no offence in the eyes of the world, 
without doing violence to all the restraints of mod- 
esty, decency, and character ; of consequence, self- 
pleasing thoughts of her own virtues will fill her 
vnind : she will hardly believe a young lady of her 
rood character has any occasion to confess her sin- 
fulness before God with shame and sorrow, or that 
she needs repentance. Many, and of great name 
too, I allow, are advocates in fevor of such amiable 
persons, who conclude (human frailty considered) 
none can be in a better state. But the scripture is 
the decisive standard of right and wrong, and must 
at last prevail. Now, the scripture has condenmed 
all. No sobriety of manners, therefore, no dutiful 
or kind carriage towards parents and relations, can 
exempt you from this condemnation : nor can your 
state be safe, till you have repented. A charge of 
great sinfulness stands in full force against you, as 
shall now be proved. 

Be it granted that you have been always decent 
and of good report ; that no relation or friend, touch- 
ing your behaviour to them, can see any thing which 
wants amendment. To a better character no one, 
void of true repentance, can lay claim. Yet, grant- 
ing all this, an entire change of heart is as nedessary 
before you can please God, or be meet for heaven, as 
in them whose company you flee for the baseness of 
thek conduct. 
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Consider, much admired youth, how has your 
heart stood affected towards your Creator, Preserver, 
and Judge ? You have received from his bounty 
•very endowment which makes you please. He is 
infinitely excellent. Have you loved him, and from 
love employed your time, talents, and influence as 
he has commanded you to do ? Do you reverence 
his wwd, meditate with pleasure on its sacred con- 
tents, and in the solemn hours of prayer, endeavour 
to honor him by the deep humility of your soul ? 
In obedience to his tender counsel, do you avoid 
giving into fashionable conversation, calculated to 
justify and indulge pride, sensuality, ambition, or 
avarice ? Is your desire above all things to live in 
subjecUon to God, and continually to depend, as h% 
commands, for righteousness and strength on the 
Lord Jesus Christ ? 

If conscience testifies that you are a stranger to 
such intentions and tempers (and it must testify so, 
except you have repented), then your life has been 
led entirely under the power erf a depraved mind ; 
it has been one continued course of sin, notwith- 
standing your many amiable qualities, and all the 
esteem they have procured you: for )our whole 
study and aim has been to please yourself, and gain 
reputation. God, his truth, honor, love, and mer- 
cies» have been utterly forgotten. In the midst of 
all that decent regard which you paid without failure 
to every one around you, God alone has been treat- 
ed with neglect. But if this be true, what account 
£s to be made of your exemption from the common 
vices of youth, or your great and good character 
amongst men ? Is not neglect of God, and injustice 
towards him, a charge of itself sufficiently base and 
wicked ? Does it not call for deep sorrow, for self- 
abhorrence, for an entire cliange of mind ? Or can 
any one absurdly suppose all offences immediately 
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against God are cancelled by amiable deportment to 
parents, and relations, and friends ? Where no de- 
sire to please God forms and governs the temper, 
the difference must be nothing, whether self-love 
chooses a way of gratification more reputable, or one 
which men agree to reproach. In both cases, the 
service of God is equally despised, and himself treat- 
ed as a cypher. Without true repentance, therefore, 
you remain involved in all the guilt and misery of 
a creature fallen from God, setting up your will 
above his law, and yourself above him ; and, dying 
in such a. spirit, you must be lost. 

Equally vain (though very common) is it for mca 
to trust in honesty or generosity to relaiions, depend- 
ents and neighbours, as settmg a side, in their case, 
the need of true repentance. What can be more 
weak ? Is no sin but dishonesty forbidden^ or hate- 
ful to God ? Is there the least hint in his revelation, 
that one or two good qualities will atone for what is 
wicked and detestable ? You may abhor every spe- 
cies of dishonesty, and delight to do acts of kind- 
ness, yet be proud and self-sufficient as Lucifer, 
lustful as a satyr, utterly profane as an infidel ; a 
stranger to every temper a creature and a sinner 
ought to feel, as much as if you were the vilest cheat 
on earth. I grant, selfish men extol honesty and 
benevolence with the loudest applause ; yet must the 
mind be humble, before the honest, geiierous man 
can please his Maker. ** Though I give all my 

g)ods to the poor, and have not love" (the love of 
od and man, which, before true repentance, can 
have no place in the heart), ** it profiteth me noth- 
ing-" 

When the observance of social duties, therefore, 
is used as a plea to dispense with godly sorrow for 
sin, and dependence upon Christ for salvation, the 
Heaven-daring imagination proves the heart, which 
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fcarbours it, totally depraved, and requires a$ gre^t 
an exercise of mercy to forgive so wicked a thought, 
as to pardon those who defraud and injure men. 

You have now been instructed in the nature of 
true repentance; that it is an entire change of judg- 
ment, tempers, and practice: and that every creature^ 
fallen from God and righteousness, must experience 
this divine change, or perish. 

I would hope, therefore, your conscience is now 
in some degree awakened, and that you desire t^ 
know what method you must take, in order that 
your repentance may be unto salvation. If this be 
your desire, instead of multiplying directions, it wiU 
suffice to point out the few which follow. 

Read much the scripture, with prayer to under- 
stand it, as the method which God has prescribed 
for your recovery, and dwell on those particular 
parts which describe the nature of true repentance* 
The fifty-first psalm delineates, to perfection, all the 
properties of a contrite spirit returning to God. The 
fifteenth of St. Luke presents us with an affecting 
picture of an acceptable penitent ; and in the fifth 
and sixth chapters of the Ephesians, the entire change 
of heart and life essential to all Christians, is at large 
laid before you. These, and several similar parts of 
scripture, you must read with care, and take pains 
to understsund. In this employment, you are seek* 
ing after knowledge, and are in the way to have those 
very dispositions towards God spring up in your 
soul, which, you read, constitute true repentance. 

2. Consider, with much attention, the corruption 
of your nature. Only commune with your own 
heart, and you will immediately find your inclina- 
tions strongly bent to many things you ought to 
hate, and tliat you have a great aversion to things 
excellent ; you will observe an excessive degree of 
selfishness cleaves to you, and a lamentable indifier- 
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eUxct to thfe peace, comfort, and welfare of others* 
Upon examination, you will find many base tempers 
Jiave a root in your heart, and work on all tempta- 
tions suited to excite them to your great defilement* 

The fruit also of this natural depravity, you must 
observe, has appeared in your numerous offences* 
Rvxollect the several relations and places you from 
your childhood have lived in, and what your faults 
were in each. Above all, dwell on what is called ia 
scripture your own iniquity, which has enslaved and 
defiled you above every other corruption : it may 
be passion, pride, envy, lewdness, lying love of 
money, or praise from men. Call to remembrance 
the many instances in which your sin has broken out, 
so as to leave great guilt upon your mind, and sharp 
upbraidings, yet has prevauled after all. Think how 
you have pleaded for rebellion against God in your 
own case, stifled convictions, and even presumptu*^ 
ously, and with deliberation, done evil. Think witU 
what neglect and contempt you have treated the 
gospel, though the wisdom of God, the great result 
of his infinite understanding and richest mercy. You 
would not so much as inquire about it, or take the 
fcast pains to inform yourself why Christ came into 
the world, and what benefits are to be received from 
him. Conclude with reckoning up the several ag- 
gravations of your sins ; that they have been com- 
mitted after counsels and reproofs, warnings, judg- 
ments, deliverances, and tender mercies. No one 
has been a transgressor in so little a degree, but upon 
a fair and honest detail of his offences, so far as con- 
science has registered them (though there be yet 
only a small knowledge of dut)'^ but he will find 
himself an offender far beyond what he has con- 
ceived. 

This examination must be crowned with prayer, 
for repentance is the gift of God. We are pleased 

Aa 
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to thiak, it is an easy woit to repent, and concltide 
sickness, or advance in age, or fear of death, will 
of themselves lead us to repentance. Proud mistake, 
manifest by daily experience! and a contradiction to 
the Holy Ghost, who calls repentance the grant of 
God. To fix on the heart a conviction of sinfulness, 
and self-loathing for it; to obtain confidence i^ 
Christ, and zeal for his honor, evidencing themselves 
in newness of fife, must be the effect of Almighty 
grace, biecause self-love violently resents every charge 
of a heinous nature, and every natural passion rises 
up in indignation against confessing ourselves to bt 
vile and hell -deserving; whilst it is impossible, with- 
out divine light, to see any thing lovely in a God 
who so severely condemns those very lusts which 
have long been indulged as sources of our pleasure. 
Wherefore, from that fountain only whence proceeds 
every good and perfect gift, you must receive repen- 
tance unto life. As a reasonable, immortal creature, 
you are commanded to repent; and as a helpless sinner, 
insufficient to every good work, you are also taught 
to pray for his Spirit, that you may be obedient to 
his command. It is your own part to confess your 
own inability to glorify God by true repentance, and 
implore him, in whose hands are the hearts of all 
men, to htlp you effectually against yourself, the 
world, and Satan. The following prayer, so very 
humbling, availeth much: " Turn thou us, O good 
Lord, and so shall we be turned. Save us, and we 
shall be saved, for thou art our praise/' 



PRAYER, 

Suited to the preceding Subject. 

GLORY be to Thee, O God, who hast exalted 
thy Christ to be a Prince and Saviour, to give re- 
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pentance and remission of sins. Thou hast com- 
manded all men every where to repent, and unkss 
^e repent^ we mnst perish* Let no delusions de- 
ceive us, and puflF us up with pride, no restraints of 
education or reputation amongst men, or praise from 
them, make us fancy we are innocent, and need no 
fepentanpe. From such blindness and hardness of 
heart, good Lord, deliver us. Convince us it is a 
great provocation in thy sight for man to say, 1 am 
innocent, neither is there iniquity in me, for which I 
ought to mourn. Teach us, O God of truth and 
mercy, to know the precious grace of repentance 
from all counterfeits, which deceive so many. Let 
no other evidence satisfy our souls that we are in the 
number of tiiose who have repented unto life, but 
the casting away all our transgressions, loathing our- 
selves for the evil of our doings, and flying for re* 
fuge to the hope set before us in the death of thy 
Son. Have mercy on all who are wounded in spirit, 
and distressed for sin ; give them beauty for ashes^ 
and the garment of praise for the spirit of heavinesSt 
Ibat they may flourish as trees of the Lord's plant* 
ing, that he may be glorified. Bring those to the 
right use of their reason, who are putting oS their 
repentance to a time of sickness, and the approach 
of death. Alarm them, and sweep away the refuge 
oi lies in which they hide themselves* Speak by 
thy Spirit, what is said in thy word, unto all such 
despisers of their own souls ; in the great water* 
floods, they shall not come nigh thee. If thou say, 
in thy heart* My Lord delayeth his coming, I will 
come in an hour u hen thou art not aware, and cut 
thee asunder, and appoint thee thy portion with hy- 
pocrites and unbelievers. 

Lord, thou seest the lie so many workers of in- 
iquity hold fast, that no harm shall ever happen unto 
them ; that thou art merciful to save even those who 
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die in their sins. Pull down, even to the ground, 
this strong-hold of thine enemies. May none cry 
to themselves peace and safety, till they have repentw 
ed, and obeyed from the ground of the heart, walk* 
k)g as dear children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 
These blessings we ask ^f thee, holy Father, in de* 
pendence upon the merits and intercession of Jesu9 
Christ the righteous, who has commanded repei tance 
and remission of sins to be preached in his name t^ 
every creature, ^men. 



SUNDAY XXVI. 

CHAP. XXVI. 



Xhc Tempers of a Christian towards God, and tlie Principles 
which form them. 



God, in himself infinitely excellent, and to us 
perpetually bountiful, has a double claim to rule in 
our hearts without a rival. Yet we naturally neglect 
him, and find all our pleasure in living as our owir 
masters. And it is owing to the doctrines of the 
gospel revealed in the heart by the Holy Ghost, that 
a Christian entirely renoimces all disaffection to his 
Maker^ and glorifies him with body, soul, and 
spirit. 

The grace of Gody saith the scripture, " which 
bringech salvation, hath appeared unto all men, teach- 
ing diem (by such a display of infinite good- will) to 
deny ungodliness ;" no more to insult their adorable 
Benetactor by rebellion, or dishonour him by neg^ 
lect. The doctrines of grace make every duty ap- 
pear rational, and win the heart to the practice of 
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umy ci'sal godliness* Having, therefore, explained 
and established these doctrines, which constitute the 
divine knowledge peculiar to a Christian, I proceed 
to delineate the several excellent tempers by which 
he stands dbtinguished from the unbelieving, and 
that practice which shews forth the praises of his 
God and Saviour, who hath called him out of dark- 
ness into marvellous light. 

- We begin with throe tempers, which every real 
Christian exercises towards God. 

The first is fear, one of the chief springs which 
govern the human mind. Some suitable object, 
therefore, must needs engage our fear^ to keep us 
from the influence of imaginary terrors, or of things 
little to be dreaded, whilst we remain duly sensible 
to impressions from what is of greatest moment. 
In this excellent manner, fear is regulated in the 
Christian's breast. Inferior causes and temporal evils, 
he knows, are only instruments in the hands of God, 
subserving his will ; therefore he sanctifies the Lord 
God in his heart. " He is his fear and his dread." 
A God too wise to mistake, too just to do wrong, too 
mighty to be resisted, and too good to be known, 
without adoration of his name, and self-abasement 
before him. The fear of a Christian produces no 
tmcdsy feeling respecting God ; it is the fear of a 
creature towards a merciful Creator ; of a sinner re- 
deemed by the richest act of love, and of a child 
towards an a&ctionate father. In the same proper-^ 
tion, therefore, as he increases in the knowledge, he 
increases in the fear of God, for they are insepara- 
ble from each other. So inseparable, that the inhab- 
itants of Heaven cry out, " Great and marvellous 
are thy works. Lord God Almighty, just and true 
are thy ways, O King of Saints ! Who shall not 
fiear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name ?" It is in 
general ^ noble, ingenuous fear of the Lord, and his 
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goodness^ which rules a Cbristiaiu But as he 14 
encompassed with allurements to bribe, with foes* 
to intimidate, and sensible objects which make a, 
forcible impression, it is necessary, *' in seasons of 
violent temptation," to call to remembrance the 
furrath revealed from heaven against all the ungodli- 
ness and unrighteousness of men. 

This fear produces, in every real Christian, "^ 
readiness to obey God with a cheerful mind, and 
without reserve." He beholds hb Maker's absolute 
dominion over him founded m his very being. Eve- 
ry faculty of his soul, and member of his body, b 
given at first, and perpetually preserved by the act 
pf God ; consequently, when he requires both to ba 
employed according to his will, he does but appoint 
|he use of what is Ws own absolute property. Ever 
conscious of this truth, a Christian resolutely regards 
the authority of God, in a world which despises 
it ; and uniformly persists to obey his commandsi 
though natural corruption, worldly interest, ana 
the terror of custom^ continually oppose. In his 
judgment, the command of God alone constitutes 
a practice perfectly reasonable, and absolutely neces* 
sary. Yet, conscious of his proneness to yield to 
sin, and prevaricate in his obedience, he calls upon 
his God, " O teach me thy statutes : set my heart 
at liberty, that I may run the way of thy command? 
ments. O save me, for I seek thy commandments." 
And if, by surprise or violent temptation, he faU 
into sin, shame and pungent grief succeed his trans- 
gression; and, like a man oppressed with bodily 
disease, he groans, being burdened with misery on 
account of his vileness, and longs to have his back- 
slidings healed. 

He cannot but be thus affected, because grati- 
tude to God is an essential part of a Christian's temr 
per. His food by day, his sleep by night, his rai* 
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meflt, health, strengtli, and safety (rich blessings, 
though rarely noticed, and received with thankful- 
ness) make suitable impressions on his mind. H6 
says to himself, there is an eagerness to embrace 
the first opportunity of convincing our affectionate 
friends we are sensible of their kindhesses : and all 
are ready to brand the ingrate, who utterly forgets 
his liberal patron. And where obligation is the great- 
est, shall gratitude be set at nought ? Shall 1 treat 
my supreme benefactor with contempt ? How in- 
excusably base would this be, were I indebted to 
him only for the comforts of this life ? But my 
debt is beyond all that can be reckoned up. He 
might justly have cut me off in my sins, or left me 
in the delusions of pride, and unbelief of my heart : 
but he hath forgiven all my offences, covered all 
my sin, conquered my haughty spirit, and created 
me again after his own image. I am able to com-^ 

Erehend, with all saints, the length and breadth, the 
eight and depth of the love of Christ j and I kno^ 
what reproach and misery the Lord of life and 
glory bore to save my soul. On one hand, I see 
the fathomless abyss of woe, from which he preserv- 
ed me ; on the other, the exceeding eternal weight 
of glory ready to be revealed in me. Whilst I med- 
itate upon these things, assured of their certiinty, I 
say, even the stones of the street might well cry out 
against me, if I was not fired with gratitude to make 
some becoming return ; I am glad to confess no 
slave so absolutely the property of his master by 
purchase, as I am Christ's ; nor any pensioner on 
royal bounty so obliged to honor the king for a rich 
undeserved provision, as I am to love and please my 
Grod, both with soul and body, which are his. 

Such, it is evident from the apostic's declaration, 
are the feelings of a Christian ; for when he is shew- 
ing what influenced him, and all the faithful, to 
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serve the Lord with such eminent zeal, to the hazard 
of their lives, he says, " The love of Christ con- 
straineth us ;" like a mighty swelling tide, it bears 
us above all opposition, carrying forth our souls ia 
lively acts of gratitude towards God. 

With gratitede, affiance is strictly connected, 
for when we know our benefactor hath bestowed 
upon us many rich favours, we are then able to 
trust in his goodness. It is thus the sin of unbelief, 
so sharply upbraided in scripture, so dishonourable 
to God, so sadly perplexing and hurtful to the soul, 
is conquered in the heart of a Christian. And. 
though, in seasons of extreme trouble and temptation, 
he may be sometimes afraid, he can say with truth, 
yet wiU 1 put my trust in God. A Christian can 
do this, because many exceeding great and precious 
promises are given to him for this very purpose, 
that his faith and hope may be in God. He cannot 
open the scripture without meeting with animating 
descriptions of the Lord God Omnipotent, as full of 
compassion, abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity, 
transgression, and sin. 

Besides, he knows the love wherewith God hath 
loved him. He hath promised (saith a Christian) 
to bring every one to glory, who believes in the 
name of his only begotten Son, and confirmed the 
inestimable promise by covenant and oath. It would 
be the height of presumption in me to expect what 
God has no where engaged himself to bestow ; but 
after he hath given such exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises and is able to do exceedingly above 
all that I can ask or think, it would be casting 
reproach upon his faithfulness and bounty, to har- 
bour fears and suspicions of his good- will towards 
me. 

But though a Christian first trusts in the Lord, 
and stays himself upon his God from fsuth in the 
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promises, yet, after growth in grace, his experience 
strongly confirms his trust ; because all that help, 
protection, and comfort, which the promises encou- 
raged him to expect, he has now, in many instances^ 
seen accomplished. A vast variety of temptations, 
dangers, and enemies, try the word of the Lord to 
the uttermost, whether there be any deceit in it. 
But the experiment, though ever so often repeated, 
only enhances its value. The mortification of my 
vile affections (says the Christian), my deliverance 
from deceit and violence, both used to destroy my 
soul ; my pleasures and consolations in the service 
of Christ exactly correspond with the account given 
of these things in the word of God. From this com- 
plete evidence, therefore, he sees it is good for him 
t6 put his trust in the Lord God. And though the 
workings of unbelief are very far from being utterly 
extinct, they are always lamented, resisted, and at 
length put to flight. He rises superior to every 
trial, when he is enabled, through much prayer, and 
confession of his own evil heart of unbelief to re- 
ceive that comprehensive word of promise ; " All 
things shall work together for good to them that love 
God." Afflictions, he says, though sharp and long 
continued; injuries most maliciously designed or 
whatever way sufferings come upon me, they are not 
the scourge of an enemy, or the wound of a cruel 
one, nor do thev come by chance ; they are sent to do 
me good. This is all the fruit, to take away sin ; 
he afflicts for my profit, to make me partaker of his 
holiness. Therefore will I patiently wait, and 
quitely hope, for the expected end. 

Thus tlie Christian, by passive obedience to the 
will of God, honours him in the midst of all his 
troubles ; he honours him no less ^^ by doing all 
things to the glory of God." Glory is the shining 
fcrth of some excellency. We give it to men, 

B B 
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when, with high esteem and cordis i^gard, we speak 
of their worth, and the good which the world hath 
received from them. The Christian has asingte 
intention, in this manner, to glorify God. He 
would convince all, by his whole life and conversa* 
tion, that he engages in his service on account of 
his goodness, wisdom, holiness, and sovereign do* 
minion, which all appear to him in the most amiable 
light. False motives, which form many shining 
characters, have no influence in his heart. Fear of 
shame, or loss, do not restrain him from evil ; nor 
love of praise, or self-applause, excite him to do 
well ; but sense of duty, and regard to his Maker's 
honour. He offers up all his social virtues, as he 
does his devotion, with a pure desire that God may 
be better served by himself, and all around him. 
The usefulness of actions to society, is alltlie world 
regards. To them the end and design for which 
they are done, is nothing. A Christian, on the con- 
trary, knows the temper of the mind stamps the 
value of the action, and- above every thing the res- 
pect it has to God. When he discharges, therefore, 
the duty of his particular station (be it that of a 
master, husband, or father, a s^n, a servant, <»; 
tradesman, a magistrate, or pastor), he would have 
all understand, he is conscientious in his practice, 
not to be highly esteemed and commended, but 
because he knows all God's precepts concerning ali 
things to be right, and is persuaded he hath givea 
us a law, in all these respects, which ought not to 
be broken. It is this heaven-bom intention which 
consecrates his whole behaviour, and makes it truly 
religious. 

Inseparable from thb constant intention of giving 
honour to God in the eyes of men, iiy purity of heart. 
A Christian prevents sin from conceiving, by resist- 
ing its first apptariUKC in the soul. Though he 
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csumot root out the corruption of nature, nor totally 
suppress the rising of evil thoughts or sensations, 
he is uneasy when he feels them, as king^s are at the 
rising up of rebellion in their realm. He entreats 
his God to send him immediate help, and expel his 
enemies. What was at first an involuntary motion 
within (sad indication of his fall from original righte- 
ousness), he will not suffer to grow exceeding sinful 
by cherishing it ; because this would be a plain 
proof of love for sin, though selfish motives might 
restrain from the commission of it. 

This excellent temper of a Christian must be 
more particularly explained. Observe him in the 
flower and prime of life ; he not only avoids . the 
brothel and harlot, he is offended at foolish jesting, 
at the impure lustings of his heart, and the wanton 
pictures a corrupt imagination would be drawing 
before hb eyes. In business, he does much more 
than use a just weight and measure : he resists the 
love of money and inordinate gain. In his behav- 
iour towards competitors and enemies, he does much 
more than abstain from slander aud railing ; he con- 
demns and resists silent envy, secret animosity, and 
hgurious surmises, as the offspring of base selfish- 
ness. He appears guilty of revenge and malice in 
his own eyes, when he detects himself listening 
with satisfaction to those who speak evil of his foes, 
though the evil be true. To mention no more in- 
stanceSi the Christian is not only careful to avoid 
setting off' his dwn accomplishments, which good 
sense and good manners teach ; but he maintains a 
steadfast opposition to self-applause and self-admira- 
tion, not ceasing till he hath put to flight these grand 
opposers of the glory of God, the giver of every good 
and perfect gift. In each of these instances, and 
more which might be named, a Christian honours his 
Maker, as searcher of the heart, and Lord of con- 
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science ; before whom the fervent desh^ of hb soul 
continually ascends in this prayer, ** Search me, O 
God, and know my heart, try me, and know mjr 
thoughts ; see if there be any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting." 



SUNDAY XXVII. 

CHAP. XXVII. 
On the Tempers of a Christian towards God. 

C/ARE to imitate the example which he left us, 
when he was manifest in the flesh, is a principal part 
of a Cljristian's temper. He watches, prays, and 
labours with success, to have implanted in his soul 
mercy, forbearance, love of righteousness, and hatred 
of iniquity. These excellencies in Jesus Christ, 
without measure, he contemplates ; upon this all- 
perfect pattern his eyes are fixed, as a limner's on 
an invaluable original, which he copies ; and, by per- 
severing attention, its transforming efficacy is felt ia 
his soul. 

But granting mere character, though bright as an 
angel's, is too refined to produce imitation, a Chris- 
tian has the express command of his Lord, whom he 
loves to obey, etyoining him to tread in his steps« 
" Ye call me master and Lord, and ye say well, for 
so I am. If 1 then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet, ye ought also to wash one ano- 
ther's feet. For 1 have given you an example, that 
ye should do as I have done to you," John xiii. 

This injunction has a strong tendency to make 
cyciy temi)cr, contrary to the mind that was ia 
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Chmt, appear to a believer deformed, and very crim- 
iBal. He sees the mean hypocrisy of professing ^ 
ht a follower of Christ, without conformity to his 
image ; a conformity which manifests itself by a 
measure of every grace which shone in his life ; and 
in hatred, not of one evil temper or another, but of 
the whole body of sia. Though some may repre-' 
sent this as carrying the holiness of a Christian to an 
unwarrantable height, we have authority incontesta- 
ble to affirm, that every living member of Christ's 
church must shine in a real resemblance of his moral 
excellency. We all beholding as in a glass (in the 
person of the Lord Jesus Christ) the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into his image from glory to glo- 
ry, even as by the Spirit of our God- And this 
imitation of Christ becomes easy, from the love 
a Christian bears towards him : for we copy with 
pleasure the manners of the person we aditiire ; es- 
pecially if, added to his excellencies, his generosity 
to us has been striking and most beneficial. This 
is the case between creatures, whose richest favours 
are but a small value, and amongst whom the 
brightest characters are very imperfect. How much 
more powerfully must a Christian's heart be affected 
in pondering the riches of the Saviour's love, and his 
unspeakable kindness ! He is drawn by a secret at- 
traction to imitate his character, who is his peace and 
hope, his life, and God, and all. 

Such love does more than excite ^o imitation ; it 
creates love to God, and supreme delight in him. 
Man, sunk under bodily appetites, understands not 
that God can be a richer source of present joy, than 
money, grandeur, sensuality, or even the sciences. 
Hence, expressionsof supreme love to him, though 
unsullied by enthusiasm, fall under censure with the 
world. They will have it, that such expressions, 
though they abound in scripture, are without a 
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meaning. * And what we call warmth of afiectioii 
towards God is all ascribed to temperature of body, 
quicker circulation of the blood, or die power of 
imagination. 

A Christian on tlie contrary, loves the invisible 
and eternal God as really as covetous men love their 
money, the voluptuous their gross delights, or pa- 
rents their offspring. He loves him, because his 
name is all excellent, and his goodness eclipses, at 
once, all that is praised amongst men. Almighty 
power manifest in his works, .unerring wisdom, un- 
blemished truth, tender mercy, holiness which can- 
not bear with evil ; in short, every thing fitted to 
raise the admiration of an intelligent being is united 
in God, and made palpable by his revelation of him- 
self in Christ Jesus. From these views a Christiaii 
is won to love God, and express his love, by enter- 
taining high and adoring thoughts of him ; by medi- 
tating on him with pleasure. 

This love of God for his own perfections, though 
not commonly discerned in a Christian at first, yet^ 
as he grows in knowledge and faith, becomes indis* 
putablc. It has a strong influence, even whilst he 
doubts whether he shall be saved ; because he will still 
esteem and speak good of his name : he will constant- 
ly and zealously maintain his truth, and commend 
his precepts, be faithful in his service, and priz^ 
nothing so much as his favour. 

Besides the incomparable excellency of God, a 
Christian has other motives to love him ; for the 
more benefit we derive from any person excellent in 
himself, the more life we feel in our affectiote to^ 
wards him. But the chief good to a Christian is his 
God ; all beneath htm is mean, transitory, dissatis- 
fying. But his glory shining into the mind, and his 
j)eace enjoyed, make him cry out, " Whom have I 
in heaven but thee ? And there is none upon earth I 
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desire besides thee.** He cannot be happy whilst a 
ckxid remains upon his mind, and prevents his fel- 
lowship with the Father and with the Son. The 
vehement desires of his soul he expresses in such 
requests as these : " Cast me not away from thy pre- 
sence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Re- 
store unto me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold 
me with thy free Spirit.'* And when lie can call 
God his God, it animates and gives him joy, more 
than all riches ; it satisfies him in the midst of trou- 
ble. Under false accusations and reproach, he finds 
comfort in the thought, that his best friend can never 
be deceived, but will, in due time, make his inno- 
eency shine forth. In afflictions, distresses, and ne- 
cessities, it is bis strong support, that the Lord 
knoweth his path ; and when he is tried, he shall 
come fcHth as gold. In nation^ calamities, which 
spread consternation on every side, a Christian finds 
a place of refuge, and a never- failing sping of peace, 
so as to possess his soul in patience', knowir^ he 
hath a treasure above the reach of all that annoys 
and terrifies the children of men. 

Such illustrious proofs of love to God, and the 
all-sufficient comfort it affi3rds, we find on record, 
even before the kingdom of Heaven was preached. 
This more full display, therefore, of divine love to 
men must certainly be equal to such a blessed effect. 
Habakkuk, strong in faith, could say, ^^ Although 
the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit bo 
in the vine ; the labour of the olives shall fail, and 
the fields shall yield no meat ; the flocks shall be cut 
off from the field, and there shall be no herd in the 
stall : yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation." Could a man of like pas- 
sions with ourselves experience such full consolation 
from the love of God, under the comparative dim- 
ness of the Jewish dispensation? Certainly, now 
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the day-spring from on high has visited us, the love 
of God will enable a Christian to feel as high de- 
light in him. And if we see very few experience 
any thing comparable to this, yet the desire of all 
who are Christians in truth is to do so. They prove 
this, by condemning and opposing the first tendency 
in themselves to impatience, though in great tribula- 
tioa They lament the weakness of their faith* say. 
ing " Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? And . 
why art thou so disquieted witliin me ? Hope thou 
in God : for I will yet praise him for the help of his 
countenance." 

Whether, therefore, the Christian be weak cwp 
strong, it is apparent that his love is set uponGod« 
When he rejoices in pain and tribulation, then hia 
love to God flames forth with astomshing brightoeois* 
When he grieves that he cannot find his he^ thus 
honour him, it is as sure a proof of supreme love ; 
because, otherwise, he could not possibly feel grief 
and shaxne for want oijoy in the Lord 3t such a sea«^ 
son. To natural men, it is a thing unintelligible* 
The utmost they suppose man's fortitude of mind . 
can reach, is to bear with calmness, as our lot, the 
pains and troubles we meet with. A Christian's- 
desire, therefore, to be strengthened with all mighty 
according to God's glorious power, unto all patience 
and long-suffering with joyfulness, from the know« 
ledge of what God is to him, and has done for him, 
is a demonstration that he loves and delights in God* 
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SUNDAY XXVIII. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 
On the Tempers of a Christian towards God. 

IT is a temper peculiar to a Christian to use, with 
diligence and pleasure, the appointed means of 
growth in knowledge, faith, love, and every grace. 
Naturally, we have a strong aversion to these means^ 
Confession of sin, prayer to God, study of his word^ 
worship of him in public, and receiving the sacra- 
ment, are very dull, heavy, and irksome, till we love 
God. These things we may do in a slovenly manner 
fixHn tradition, and blind imitation of our fathers, or 
be dragged to them to pacify conscience, or, from 
the leaven of the Pharisees working in us, labour 
stoudy to gratify our self-exalting pride. Hence, 
the whole devotion of the multitude is comprehend- 
ed in a few minutes mining and evening, and a cus« 
tomary attendance at church on Sundays, where 
much observation is made on what passes without, 
little attention paid to the inward man of the heart, 
and no more consciousness of pleasure is felt in the 
whole, than a child feels in repeating words by rote* 
How difierent the temper of a Christian ! Know- 
ing the sinfulness of his past life, when all the imagin- 
ations of the thoughts of his heart were evil only, and 
that continually, and feeling so much disorder and 
depravity still remaining, it is a relief to his soul to 
pour out compkunts against himself, prostrate with 
holy shame before the greatness of eternal Majesty, 
to whom, notwithstanding all his vileness, he is infi- 
nitely dear. Then are opened the springs of ingenu- 
ous sorrow, then the most pure and solid satis&ction 

cc 
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is felt within, in giving glory to the holiness of God. 
The Christian has also much pleasure in making; 
known his requests to God by prayer : because he 
earnestly desires spiritual blessings and graces, and 
is certain that every good and perfect gift shall be 
given liberally to them who ask in faith. As hunger 
and thirst, therefore, seek their proper gratification, 
and the desire of every thing living is turned to wha^ 
it apprehends will do it good, so the hunger and 
thirst of a Christian is to receive the supplies which 
can enrich his souL Far, therefore, from thinking 
prayer a burden, or performing it merely as a duty, 
the Christian is always prayin^^ unless some diffi- 
cult business engross his attention. Ail places can 
bear witness to his devout aspirations. No socmer 
does sleep depart from him on his bed, then he is 
awake to the most sublime sensations : ^^ With my 
soul, O God, have I desired thee in the night, yea, 
with my spirit within me will I seek thee early.'^ 
From the same love to God, naturally arises joy ioi 
extolling the name of such an almighty friend. It 
becometh well, says a Christian, the just to be thank- 
ful. ^* Praise the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me, praise his holy name : for he hath deliv- 
ered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, and 
my feet from felling. My mouth is filled as it were 
with marrow and fetness, whilst I am praising thee 
with joyful lips." This spiritual pleasure is as de*- 
licious to me, as the button's feast is to his palate^ 
when swallowing the richest dainties. 

Every thing which belongs to God, and is intend- 
ed to manifest his excellencies and will, are delight- 
ful to a Christian. His word, his day, his house, and 
his servants in the muiistry , and the memorial of his 
abundant goodness and dying love, are highly esteemi* 
ed, and the use of them much enjoyed. ** How I 
love thy law ! it is my meditation all the d^. One 
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dhf {n thy courts is better than a thousand* I had 
rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God, 
Aan dweil in the tents of ungodliness." How bene- 
flcial to the souls of men their preaching, who bring 
glad tidings, who publish salvation, who are given 
by the risen and ascended Saviour, for the wort 
of the ministry in the conversion of sinners, for the 
perfecting of the saints, for thef edifying of the body 
Of Christ, which is the church. And how affecting 
and tender, how gracious and benevolent, th^ com* 
mand given by Jesus to his children, to make his 
Sacrifice more precious to them, that, with deep 
humility, gratitude, and joy, they should eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup, asapublick testimony 
that every blessing they receive from God, and every 
good they expect, descends to them only through the 
blood and righteousness of God our Saviour. Eve- 
ry one of these institutions I revere and observe, to 
tny edification and great comfort. And though it 
must be cotifessed, the most lively and devoted Chris- 
tians too often feel no delight in holy duties, yet this 
is lamented and felt as a burden. God is always the 
object of their reverence and trust, gratitude and love. 
Whetlier, in solemn acts of devotion, their pleasures 
rise or fall, they punctually offer up prayers ami 
j^raises, never weary of God or duty, though more 
and more so of that body of death, which so sorely 
hinders and oppresses them, when they wt)uld be all 
self-abasement, faith, love, and zeal, in approaching 
the throne of grace. 

* But this glaring prddf of inbred sin, which a Chris- 
tian laments, tends to increase another excellent tem- 
per in him, humility. By humility, I do not mean 
nis entertaining a worse opinion of himself, or abasing 
himself lower than he really ought to do, but a just 
Sem»e of his weakness, corruption, and sinfuhiese in 
the sight of God* Men shamefully dissemble here, 
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if not openly contradict their- Maker; fbr'tfadugh 
<hey confess some faults, they fancy they have more 
good qualities, and over- rate what they own a gift 
from Heaven, because it belongs to themselves* 
Tiiey will not allow, that after all they have done and 
received, each has nothing to say for himself, bvrt 
^' God be merciful to me a sinner,*' through thr 
atonement. But a Christian knows his poverty and 
guilty in his best estate on this side glory. As a 
scholar, who hath reached into the depth of science^' 
stres much more of his own ignorance than when he 
began ; so, the more the Christian advances in the 
knowledge of God, himself, and his duty, he be- 
comes sensible of many and great defects which be- 
fore escaped his notice, and sees himself at more 
distance from perfection than ever. The law of God, 
says he, I know, requires a perfect regularity of tern* 
per, and perfect rectitude in every motion of the heart 
under all temptations ; that not so much as the least 
taint of sin should come upon my mind, no wander- 
ing in prayer, no defect in active zeal to do rood by 
every talent and power, no warping of my anectioiis 
from God, or deviation from his will upon any ag- 
count Seeing the line of duty in this extent, and 
acknowledging that in ^^ this manner God ought ta 
be honoured and obeyed by all reasonable creatures,** 
his innumerable faults glare be(ore bim ; and whilst 
his deportment is blameless, nay, exemplary in the 
sight of men, he feels cause to implore forgiveness 
of his trespasses, and to cry out, ^^ Behold, I am 
vile. Enter not into judgment with thy servant, O 
Lord, for in thy sight shall no man living be jus- 
tified.^' 

Thus is the Christian taught effectually humility 
by the knowledge of God's law, and not less by the 
j^nowledge of the gospel. Have my sins (says hq) 
f@|id?red me sp ^mlty in tbe eye of God) that \% 
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would reflect dishonor upon his majesty to receive 
my prayers, or shew me mercy, but m consideration 
of the death and intercession of his own Son ; and 
can 1 in this state regard myself as any thing better 
than a sinner ? Shall I conceit I am perfectly free 
from defilement, when I am not permitted so much 
Us to ask pardon, without imploring the mediation of 
Christ ? Thus deeply laid is the foundation of Chris- 
tian humility, a grace which acts as an antidote to 
the first boni siii of man, and a guard against every 
delusion of Satan. By it a Christian is made meet 
for that world, where God is all in all ; where, ever 
sensible of infinite distance from him, though en- 
dowed witli surpassing excellencies, angels abase 
themselves before him, and cover their faces with 
their wings, whilst they cry, "Holy, holy, holy is 
Ae Lord God Almighty.'' 

rhave laid before you, in one view, the chief of 
those excellent tempers respecting God, the object 
and end of all duty, which dwell in every real Chris- 
tian. If you, who read these pages, are utterly des- 
titute of any one of the tempers above described, 
•all not yourself a Christian, for you deceive your- 
self with an empty name. It is true, these several 
tempers adorn the several members of Christ's 
church in different degrees ; shirting forth in some 
with brighter lustre, with less in others, as stars dif- 
fer from each other in glory. Yet the joint influence 
of all is as essential to the very being of a real Chris- 
tian, as every member of the body, or leading facul- 
ties of the soul, are to constitute a man complete. 
With as much propriety, a multilated form, or mon- 
strous birth, may be deemed perfect, because it has 
life, as a soul, void of one of these tempers, be call- 
ed a Christian. For what greater absuridity can you 
affirm than that a man can be a Christian without the 
fear of God^ or unfeijpied submission to his author- 
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ky ; a Christian without gratitude to his Maker, or 
affiance in his goodness, a Christian without love to 
Christ, without piety, without humility? Take away 
any one of these disposition, and you rob the soul 
of that which must express the spiritual life it pos- 
sesses. 

Examine therefore yourselves, whether you be in 
the faith ; prove your own selves^ If a man say he 
hath faith, and luith no works, can that faith save 
him ? You may leave out, or put what you please 
into the character of one you choose to call a Chris- 
tian. You may make baptism sufficient, or an assent 
to the truth of scripture, and that capital doctrine 
in it, that Jesus is the Son of God, the (Christ who 
rtiould come into the world, and on this ground wor* 
ship among Christians. Nevertheless the unchange- 
able standard is, the character of a Christian deline- 
ated in the word of God. This speaks so plainly, 
it needs no comment. It speaks to men of every 
age ; it makes no difference, and allows of no abate- 
ment ; it peremptorily affirms, in a variety of ex- 
pressions, all importing the same universal change 
of temper respecting God, that they who are 
Christ's have crucified the flesh, with the affections 
and lusts. 

This alone is the Christian character, though it 
were to be found only in one of a thousand, in one 
of a nation. To delcide ourselves with popular no- 
tions which reduce the Christian character to a re- 
ceiving certain articles of feith, and a regular observ- 
ance of some religious ceremonies, is the sure way 
to confirm infidels in contempt of the gospel, and 
sooth men in their ruinous conceit, that the form of 
godliness is sufficient without the power. 

. As you desire, therefore, to obtain salvation, and 
would not be found a hypocrite in the great day, 
take good heed that you worship God in spirit and 
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in truth ; that the most exact observer of your fife 
and tempers shall be compelled to own, diat all the 
fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Chrbt^ 
prove, and strongly recommend, the excellency of 
youi' faith in his name. 



PRAYER, 

Suited to the preceding Subject. 

O GOD, Father of angels and men, who wastr 
in Christ Jesus reconciling the world unto thyself, 
give us grace, we beseech thee, to serve th^e ac- 
ceptably with reverence and godly fear, that we may 
have respect to all thy commandments. Add, O 
our God, to all the multitude of mercies we have 
received, this great one, of a thankful heart ; pene^ 
trate our souls with a sense of our infinite obligations 
to thee. Created, preserved, and redeemed by the«, 
give us grace to present ourselves, our souls, and 
bodies, a living sacrifice. Save us from an evil heart 
of unbelief. In pressing difficulties, how ready arc 
we to distrust thy goodness ! How hard do we find 
it, to rely uppn thy word and thy invisible power ! 
We have often given thee cause to complain of us, 
and say. How long is it ere this people will believe 
me ? May we receive thy promises in the full assur- 
ance of faith, and wait the accomplishment of them 
in hope, though all things seefti to go contrary to 
them. 

To thy rich bounty, O our God, we are indebted 
for all our talents and faculties, which exalt us above 
the beasts of the field ; and thou hast given them to 
tis, for thy own glory. May we diligendy use them 
all to promote that great end ; to spinead the savour 
of the knowledge of thy truth, and convince all men 
who ob&erve our life, that we desire God in all things 
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may be glorified. Give us grace to honor, thee by 
hating vain thoughts, by never suffering that to lodge 
within, which we dare not indulge. May we have 
power to walk in this world as Christ walked in love 
to thee, in victory over the temptations which sur- 
i^ound us, in the enjoyment of thy presence, waiting 
till we come to the spirits of the just made perfect. 
Till that blessed change takes place, teach us dili- 
gently, and with delight, to use every means which 
thou hast appointed to keep the remembrance of thee 
and thy benefits fresh upon our minds; and, sensible 
cJf the ^lory of thy Majesty, and our own meaimess^^ 
of thy spodess purity, and our great and manifold 
pollutions, may we ever walk humbly with our God, 
judging ourselves unworthy to lift up our eyes unt^ 
Heaven, or take thy name within our lips, though 
thou humblest thyself to dwell with men. 

In this manner may we, day by day, worship thee,. 
O Lord our God, in the beauty of holiness; and 
may every thing short of such substantial goodness^ 
appear to. us no better than empty form. Till we 
finish our course, be thou our exceeding joy; that 
when we enter eternity, we may find the delight of 
angels and glorified saints, the very happiness we- 
were accustomed, in a measure, to enjoy before. 

We beg an answer to these our requests for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, bur only Med^or and Re- 
deemer. Amen. 
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SUNDAY XXIX. 

CHAP. XXIX. 
The Tempers of a Christian toward* his Fellow crcaturesk 

X^HE scriptuifc teaches us, that God has made all 
tUngs for iu8 own glory. Yet, far from requuing 
way duty from us detrimental to men, it is impos*^ 
Bible to please him without being a friend to human 
kind. No parent ever so a&ctionately studied the 
happiness of his (Spring, or took so much pleasure 
in their harmony, as d^ Father of our spirits in 
seeing us all obey his great command^ of lovmg (xie 
Mother. 

Were his command universally obeyed, the church 
•f Christ would be a picture of Heaven, a perpetual 
circuh^icm of mutual good will. It is, alas ! too 
true^ that few out of a multitude of Chnstians pro- 
fessed have ever been subject to this law of love. 
Nevertheless, it b the noble peculiarity of a real 
Christian to behave towards others as every man 
bving would wish to have all men do towards him* 
self; and to slaad as much distinguished by ex- 
cellent tempers towards men, as by Mth, love, and 
devotiiMi towards God. 

These excellent tempers I shall now delineate^ 

E>ving every real Christian must be an invaluable 
sung to society, whilst he stands forth an intrepid 
witness £»* the peculiar doctrines of the everlasting 
fospel. 

May the God of the Christians make this repre* 
scntadon of their duty towards men eiectual to con- 
vince the reader, that if he wishes well to mankind, 
their good oan never be so much promoted^ nocso, 

n p 
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in fact, secured by any thing, as embracing the faith 
of Christ. 

In delineating the tempers of a Christian, I shall 
begin with that eminent one, sincerity. As a Chria- 
tian, you will esteem it your duty constantly to speak 
the truth ; to give no commendations where you do 
not think they are due ; to flatter no one as possess^ 
iiig excellencies he hath not ; nor speak as if you re* 
garded them with peculiar affecticrit when by thb 
you only mean to pay court. Though, amongst 
the refinements of the polite, and in the commeroe 
of the world, this be a requisite accomplishment, in 
fact it is a mean and detestable dissimulation. 

Sincerity in your conversation will be attended 
with equal sincerity respecting all your promises 
and engagements. Besides a general oblation to 
speak truth, which breach of promise violates, yoa 
would in this case incur additional guilt; sinoe, 
when you promised to do a good office, or confer, a 
benefit, immediately in the court of conscience, be- 
fore the God of truth, the right of the thing promis- 
ed passes from you to the receiver of it. Wherefore, 
without his leave, you have no more right to recti 
it than if you had given him a legal bond ; conse- 
quently you will esteem yourself obliged to perform 
your word, though it may be much to your preju- 
dice, in every instance where you have made .<a 
promise ; unless some specified conditions not ful- 
filled, or something concealed, vacates its obligation : 
and when your testimony is given up<m oath, laying 
aside all affection or prejudice, and unawed by the 
great, you will represent every thing as it has &llen 
under your notice. In these important and similar 
instances, you will be sincere, whilst your motives 
to be so are very different fi-om those which have 
weight with upright moralists, and much superior. 
He may be an advocate for sincerity, because it is 
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die cement of society, and the only foundation of 
mutual confidence. Feeble motives, alas ! when op- 
posed to violent selfishness, under temptations to 
gain, by the sacrifice of honesty and truth. 
. The glorious God, on the contrary, is your en- 
couragement and support, O Christian, in the exer- 
cise erf this temper. Truth is what he commands, 
and delights in. ** These are the things that ye shall 
do," sakh the Lord ; ** Speak ye every man truth to 
ills neighbour," Zech- viii. He stigmatizes the 
fWant of sincerity, and threatens every false tongue 
with endless woe. In the character given of a mem- 
ber of Christ, and an heir of glory, you are assured 
ihe Imteth lying, Prov. xv, and speaketh the truth in 
his heart, Psal. xv. '' Lying lips are an abomination 
to the Lord," Prov. xii. *' A mark that men are of 
.^leir fether the devil, and the lusts of their father they 
will do," John viii. *' And that whosoever loveth and 
inaketh a lie, shall be cast into the lake which burn- 
eth with fire and brimstone," Rov. xxi. 

A desire, therefore, to please God, a regard to 
his high and amiable authority, and a fear of incur- 
ring has righteous, displeasure, all work together, so 
that you can meet with no evil great enough to deter, 
or briber sufficient to make you violate truth and 
inncerity. Add to this, the Holy Ghost, which every 
true believer in Christ receives, is the Spirit of 
truth, and his fruit is in all righteousness and truth : 
it is nott therefore, possible to be a Christian, and 
at the same time false and insincere, for the sake ^f 
your own paltry interest and worldly gain. 

If your conscience, therefore, accuses you in this 
matter, your religion i$ vain. Be assured, it is not 
i&aking many prayers, glorying in your experience ; 
H is not extolling free grace, or a^Tecting to cover 
yourself with the righteousness of Christ, or any 
zeai j^ may express for his honour, ttuit will ci^ 
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tker excuse or acfeen yoa in ytmr fabefaood ad ia. , 
sinca-ity. On the conmry^ tf you can thns abuse 
the grace of God, it proves your idea of bim is in- 
fimtely despicable ; you make him even wcurse thaa 
yourself, a God pleased with what kindles resent- 
ment in your breast, deceitful fair speeches, andde* 
signing flattery, as if, for the sake of such nauseous 
compliments, he would dispense with the weigfatTf i 
matters of the kw. Every Christian is called upom 
to lay this matter much to heart, and be offdEuly^ 
above all thii^, his sincerity be pul beyond ar 
doubt; because a gmeral suspicion h entertained^' 
and too much cause in a thousand inslanceshas beei^ 
given (or it, that religious people, of all odiers, ane; 
mot to be trusted, thinking themselves at Ubertf 
to deal deceitfully with men, wl^t diey profess tx4 
traordinary fervours of devotion, and zeal lor thor 
honour of God and Christ ; a practice mean and odkt' 
ous to the last degree; a rack of oSmoe to all die 
world ; and a greater hindrance, than any other, ta 
the progress of true veygion in k. 

With the love and practice of sincmty, 4here is 
joined, in every real Christian, ^ love and prBcxio6 
of justice too. Has the pco^ence of God invested 
Tou with the dignity oi a magisttiKte, senator, or 

Cdge f you will see dut the poor and oppressed 
tve ri^t, and punish the qipresaor ; you will be 
active to put salutary laws in execudon, lo establish 
and promote peace. 

Mindful of God, the high ordainer of all govern* 
msaU to whom every one intrusted widi any past of 
it stands accountable, you will discharge yoite* duty« 
^* Ye shall do no unri^teousness,*^ sa^ die Lord, 
*^ in judgment Thou shalt not respect the person 
of the poor, nor honour the person of tiie migfa^^ 
but in righteousne^ sludt tfiou judge diy nei^ 
hour,** JUev^ xix. "He that nile& over jxMfi^ 
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(Mite te prime of peace, whom diese words deseribe) 
^tmust be ju^, ruling in die fear €i God, and he 
Aall be as die light of the morning, when die aim 
riiedi, even a munung without clouds, as the tender 
grass springing x)Ut of the earth, by dear shining af« 
ter rain," 2 Sain, xxiii. 

Hare you numerous dependents? From the abun«' 
dince ci jrour wealth, if a Chiistian, jrou will be 
just towards them all ; you will scorn to extort the 
utmost your estates can produce, till honest hus# 
bandmen groan under the load of rents extravagant* 
ly advanced ; you will abhor the custom of owing 
large sums (rf* money for furniture, equipage, aj^iarei, 
or the table, whilst your tradesmen are distressed to 

Ciy their creditors for what you have pretended t& 
uy of them, but never paid for: to distress them 
with fear oi bankruptcy, if you refuse to discharge 
your debts to them, or of starving through your 
eruel resentment, if they attempt to recover their 
tight. 

The sacred rule of your conduct is. Owe no man 
any thing : and the oppoate practice, though there 
be no remedy againtt it for tradesmen, but such as 
ttiey are most unwilling do use, is marked as the ob- 
ject of 6od*s severe dbpleasure. ^ Behold the hire 
of die labourers, who have reaped down your 
fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth; 
and the cries of them which have re4>ed, are entered 
into the ears (tf the Lord of Sabaoth. Ye have liv- 
ed in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton." 
The application of diis alarming word to those who 
(keep their tradesmen an unreasonable time out of 
:fheir money, is direct, and must make efiectual im- 
'pression on aU who fear God. 

Are you occupied in trade and merchandise ? Here 
the energy of your Christian faith is to shiner • It will 
Wit suiw the love of money to lay %vaste your con- 
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science, or seduce you to take advantage of the igno» 
ranee or distresses of those you deal with ; to put off 
bad for good commodities, or take exorbitant gain 
for what you sell. It is said, with great assurance^ 
no man can live thus honesdy as the world now is. 
A righteous man, dealing with conscience amidst 
those who have none, is a sheep among wolves, sxxrt 
to fall a prey ; and if he will not give over his busii 
ness, he must soon lose all hb substance. This 
reasoning I allow is plausible ; and very difficult it 
is not to be carried away with the general practice 
of using first little frauds, till grosser succeed, and 
give no pain, and till the acquisition of a large estate 
be judged man's supreme good, and a scanty in*- 
come the greatest eviL 

Nevertheless, every real Christian must be a truly 
honest man ; for though, before the truth is received, 
men are not able to stem the torrent, nor face a 
threatening storm ; afterwards, no room is left for 
infidel excuses^ constantly urged to palliate unjust 
dealings, as if there was no provision for this life in 
a strict observance of justice. 

The Lord, whose is the earth and the fulness 
thereof, gives you his own inviolable promise, and 
pawns his honour for your maintenance and pros- 
perity, if you will deal uprightly. " Thou shalt not 
have in thy bags, says he, divers weights, a great 
and a small," [the one to buy, the other to sell 
with] ; " thou shalt not have in thine house divers 
measures, a great and a small ; but thou shalt have 
a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just mea- 
sure shalt thou have, that thy days may be lengfthen* 
ed in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee ; 
for all that do such things, and all that do unrighte- 
ously, are an abomination to the Lord thy God,'* 
Deut. KKiife You say, iniquity in trade is almost 
universal ; but is it the less evil, or the lessabhotred 
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gf God on that account ? " Are there yet the trea- 
sures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and 
the scant measure that is abominable? Shall I 
count them pure with the wicked balances, and with 
the bag of deceitful weights? For the rich men 
thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants there- 
of have, spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in 
their mouth. Therefore also will I make thee sick 
in smiting thee, in making thee desolate because of 
.tjiy sins," Micah vi. 

If it be said, love to yourself and family must 
^ain the ascendent, and prevail over you to use com- 
mon frauds, I answer, diis temptation will be with- 
stood from a clear conviction which every real Chris- 
tian possesses, that he and his family become ob- 
noxious to God by presumptuous oflFences. " The 
curse of. God is in the house of the wicked. Woe 
uuto him that buiideth his house with unrighteous- 
ness. Be not deceived, the unrighteous shall not in- 
,herit the kingdom of God." 

Besides, the Lord who redeemed you, and from 
whose grace you expect eternal life, whose eyes is 
lever upon you, strictly requires, " All things what- 
rSoever you would that men should do unto you, even 
so do unto them ; for this is the law and the pro- 
phets." 

After these full instructions, clear commands, and 
denunciations, all righteous and unalterable, were 
you to give in to the frauds so common in trade, or 
do any thing unjustly, you must bid farewell to 
peace of conscience, and to that delightful commu- 
nion with God which has been the sweetest comfort 
•of your life. You must exchange the pleasing hope 
of a blessed immortality for sharp self- condemnation, 
and a certain fearful looking-for of fiery indignation, 
-to devour the adversaries. 
* Comparing, therefore, your spiritual with yottt* 
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temporal interest, ^oa will feel that honesty i$ ^ 
ways the best pohcy. And though you see the 
love of filthy lucre tyrannise to such a degree^ 
" that you may run to and fro through the streets of 
the city, and seek to find a man, if there be anv 
that executeth tudgment, yet unseduced by the muK 
dtude, you will pity all v9ho prosper by doing Wong 
to others. Surely," you will say, " they have made 
their faces harder than a rock. Surely they know 
not the way of the Lord, nor the judgment of their 
God,'' Jer. v. 

Further, if you preside in a &mily, you will then 
esteem it a gnuid branch of your duty to give unto 
your servants that which is just and equal. You witt 
treat them with gentleness, and not with haughtj 
airs, because entirely dependent. You will preva^ 
ricate in no contract made with them, nor withhold, 
their wages when due. You will make conscience 
of laying no heavier burden on them than they are 
able to bear, nor exact harder labour. In case (f 
dight &ults, you will not fly upon them in great 
wrath, galling them with abuse, or provoking Uiem 
by threats ; or, when you observe them diligent and 
£aithful in your service, be backward to give them 
suitable encouragement. And you will abhor that 
indelible reproach to a civilized, much more t 
Christian country, the custom of abandoning your 
servants in time of their sickness, rather th^ bear 
the charge of their cure ; turning them out of your 
house, unable to work, without m(N:iey, without 
friends, when their condition loudly calls for medi* 
cine, attendance, and bowels of compassion. 

The command of your God, respecting the jii»- 
tice, due from masters to their servants, is express* 
He has taken care to procure for them a very tender 
regard, wherever his own authority is respected. 
^^ Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant that is 
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poor and needy, lest he cry against thee to the Lord, 
and it be sin unto thee/' Deut. xxiv. You are 
^sured that God, a loving Father, equally resents 
Ae wrong done to any of his offspring, and with him 
is no respect of persons. 

■ Thus instructed, you will look upon your servants 
ki a light very different from what is common ; and 
wktch against yow own selfish tempers, and repress 
the first emotions of a shure angry spirit, which 
ttould vent itself npon those who must bear with 

F>ur humours. You will reason as Job of old, ** If 
did despise the cause sf my man-servant, or my 
maid-servant, when they contended with me;*' if, 
ift my matter of debate betwixt myself and them, I 
cbndemn and accused them, without re^d to jus- 
tice, o*" treated them harshly, because m my pow* 
CT, ** What shall I then do when God riseth up t 
And when he visiteth, what shall I answer him ? 
Did not he who made me in the womb make him t 
and did not one fashion us in the womb?" Job xxxi* 
So essential to a real Christian is this just behav* 
iour towards his servants, that whoever violates it, 
does but expose his faith to derision, by pretending 
to religion. Can any thing be more nauseous than 
to profess yourself a follower of the meek, patient^ 
loving Saviour, when you are as a lion in your house, 
arid rrantic over your servants ? One of the most af- 
flicting objects on the earth, more so than a leper 
covered with sores, or a paralytic half dead, is a 
selfish passionate master of a family, calling himself 
a religious man, or valuing himself on a fancied 
relation to Christ. For every servant in his house, 
atid'all who observe his carriage towards them, will 
be led both to loathe and to revile the religion they 
see joined with such hypocrisy. From regard, 
therrfore to the name and gospel of Christ, tnat it 
may not through you be blasphemed, no less than 

E E- 
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from love to him, you O Christian, will give n^ 
occasion to your servants to complain of your evil 
tempers. 

But if, instead of authority, the all-wise God has 
chosen for you the place of subjecticMi, that of an ap- 
prentice or servant, you will do justly ; neither 
wasting or embezzling your master's money, goods, 
or provisions yourself, nor basely conniving at odicrt^ 
who are wicked enough to do so. You will not giv6 
away to people about the house what is not yours t0 
give, nor be idle nor slothful in their absence who 
employ you, but consult the interest of your master^ 
in some sense, as if it was your own. 

The motives which will influence you as a Chris- 
tian to do so much more in this case than is common^ 
are peculiar and powerful. You will act thus, from 
a desire to be approved of God, though no one be- 
sides himself observe you, and from an invmcible 
resolution not to disgrace a religious profession, er 
bring reproach upon that gospel which you prize. 
In tins substanual manner, you will prove yoiu* fmth 
is more than a barren notion ; that it makes you 
in a servant, the confidence your master can place 
worthy of all and preserves you from falling into 
those lies, those mean and base practices so often 
found amongst servants. This conscientious integ- 
rity you will esteem as the grand appeal, to all who 
have no faith themselves, of its divkie power, judg- 
ing that the whole family will certauily, and jusdy 
too, make a mock of your religion, however devout 
you may appear, if you should be found idle, pil- 
fering, or not to be trusted in the dark. A mock 
of your religion, no less than if you were detected 
in the lewdest practices, or enslaved by the love of 
liquor ; for one kind of immorality is as contrary to 
trut^ religion as another. 

Much opposiuon and bitter hatred you wiU p»- 
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hMy raise against you from your dishonest fellow- 
servants, which you will be able to endure, assured 
that in well- doing God will provide lor you, and of 
him you shall receive the reward of an eternal inher- 
itanee ; fc»* though the value of your services be low 
in thejudgmentof the world, they, like the widow's 
mite, are as much in the sight of God as the greater 
deeds of men in high employments. Since, when 
there is a willing mind, he accepteth accorduig to 
what a man hath, and not according to what he hath 
iROt 

But less such promises should not prove sufficient 
to secure inviolable this justice due to your master, 
the w ord of God declares no fraud, however com- 
inon, or slightly thought of, either in purloining or 
wasting things, or negkcting your master's business, 
if persbted in, will be overlooked. ^' Every one that 
doth wrong shall receive for the wrong that he dotb» 
whether rich or poor, master or servant'* 

Another important instance and act of justice, ob- 
served by every real Christian, is the pa) ment of 
those- customs enacted by law, and from thence our 
earthly sovereign's right, as they are absolutely 
needful to defray the high charges of government, 
and procure our defence. The divine command 
adds a sanction to this law. *' Give tribute to whom 
tribute, custom to whom custom is due." This 
command was honoured by the obtdience of our 
Redeemer, who had neither silver nor gold. He 
wrought a miracle to pay the tribute demanded of 
him, and his poor disciple. He did this, to dtscoun- 
toiance the vile iniquity of defrauding the king's ex* 
•chequer. 

' You cannot, therefore, without renouncing sub- 
jection to Christ, attempt either to bribe the king's 
officer to betray their trust, or contrive to deceive 
Ibeic utmoi^ vi^lance. Besides, this practice of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ass COMFLETE DUTY OF MAN. 

snuggliiig not only defrauds the puiilic treasurjr; it 
also injures honest tradesmen, and encourages an 
infamous &et of men to get their livelihood in defi- 
ance of the law ; men who spend all they earn by 
iniquity, in drunkenness and lewdness ; often a ter- 
ror to the neigbourhood, till, increasing in villany, 
the halter ends their shameful course. An acces- 
sory to all this guilt, and a sharer in it, you become 
as soon as you deal with a smuggler* 

The last instance of justice I shall insist on, is 
that of restitution to all wilfully injured by you, either 
in soul, body, estate, or character. Have you led a 
friend or acquaintsmce into pernicious errors in reli* 
gion, or tempted them to sinful compliances ? The 
first step you will necessarily take, after you have 
believed and repented yourself, will be, to take your 
companions in iniquity, as far as you are able, sen- 
sible of their condition. Have you defrauded any 
one ? Like Zaccheus, you will make ample restitu- 
ticH^ esteeming it base and scandalous, provoking 
before God and men, to live yourself in affluence, 
whUst others suffer through your former in^ustiGf • 
No evidence can you give of fidth and repentancT) 
but what must be deceitful, if you can fsitten on the 
spoils of which you have defrauded your neighbour. 

Furtb^ as a good name m rather to be chosen 
than great riches, if, from private resentment, violent 
passion, or licentiousness of speech, you have im* 
vented or propagated a felsehood to the injury i>f 
your neighbour, you will think it a part of jus^ce to 
make a particular retraction of the falsehood you^ 
advanced, and openly acknowledge the particular 
aggravations with which you have enlarged. For 
though pointing out the truth in this matter may be 
prejudicial to your own reputation, and scone, in- 
stead of commending your Jionesty, may abate of 
the esteem they at preset have for your EVU3Qie>. thl^ 
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esteem belongs not to you in the measure you pos- 
sess iu You must consider the right the person 
you have injured has to be esteemed what he is, and 
not what you have falsely described him ; and you 
must tell the whole xxnthj though you expose your- 
self. Mortifying as this procedure appears, it is 
absolutely necessary, and the only sure proof you 
detest the Msehood and licentiousness of your 
tongue. 



SUNDAY XXX. 

CHAP. XXX. 

On the Tempers of a Christian towards his Fellow-creature;^. 

Sincerity and love of justice, in the extent 
above described, though the perfection of morality 
(as too many understand that term), are only two 
cemaiderabie branches which grow ftxrni faith in 
Chrbt. Where this lives in the heart, negative 
tighteousiiess towards men will never be deemed 
smicient, nor can a Christian rest satisfied with a 
base fine^om firom the offence of wilfully injuring 
or deceivii^ his fellow-creatures. To the conscien- 
tious observanee of sincerity and justice, you will 
add the love of mercy. When Providence places 
the miserable before your eyes, as it did of old the 
" wounded traveller before the priest and Levite, you 
will not pass them by, but be moved to have com- 
passion on them. Disease and pain of body, trouble 
of mind, pinching poverty, hard and cruel usage 
from men, and even ruin incurred by a profligate 
life, will excite in you grief and active pity. If you 
havewuch, like Job, you will, in the cUstribution of 
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your bounty, be eyes to the blind, feet to the lame,^ 
and a father to the afflicted. The blessmg (;f lum 
that was ready to perish will daily come upon you, 
and you will make the widow's heart leap for joy- 

If your scanty lot can enable you to give but very 
little, your heart will be large, friend!) , and charit^i- 
ble, as if you had wealth to supply die wants of all 
in need. Though you have no bread of your own 
to deal to the hungry, neither know a man of afflu- 
ence whom you can ask to relieve them, one way 
still remains to give vent to your merciful temper, a 
way pleasing to God, and profitable to men ; you 
maJce your intercession with the Father of mercies, 
and the God of all consolation, to support them un- 
der the pressure of their troubles, in due time to 
deliver them, and make affliction a sovereign, medi? 
cine to heal their souls. 

In this way the rich and poor meet together, nor 
has any one pre-eminence, in a merciful, benevolent 
spirit, above the other. 

Further, you will exercise mercy, if you are a real 
Christian, towards those who are in your power 
from injuries they have done to you, or debts for 
which they must answer. In such cases^ where 
mercy to the offender will not prove injustice and 
cruelty to the public, you will wave the rigorous 
execution of the law, and without exception^ where 
not idleness and vice, but the appointment of Pro. 
vidence, lias disabled those indebted to you from 
answering your demands, you will abhor the thought 
of adding affliction to him whom God hath wound- 
ed. You will rejcrct with indignation die common 
maxim, tliat you are to have some sort of satisfaction 
for your debt^ by makbg the man who brings a 
loss upon you rot in a jaiL From the same merci* 
ful temper, in every instance where the innocent 
must be deeply involved with the guilty, , you will 
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sooner suffer yourself than bring many, for the fault 
<>f one, into great dbtress, by taking away the sup* 
port of a whole family. 

Besides these cases, there is one grand province 
in wnich a Christianas merciful temper shines with 
the greatest lustre ; I mean, in tenderly regarding 
the spiritual miseries and dangers of the human race* 
It is, I confess, generous and noble to alleviate and 
remove the sufferings of the body, and to take a 
pleasure in doing good to them who are in adver- 
sity by liberal gifts. Yet how limited, how partial, 
how transient are the benefits ! What can alms avail 
to comfort, where every distemper of the mind still 
rages ? Pride, envy, hatred, wrath, malice, strife, or 
fiiihy lewdness in families, destroy all good, all en- 
joyment of comfort. You relieve the family daj by 
day, but the husb.tnd abuses his wife, beats and ter- 
rifies his poor children ; or the proud imperious wife 
vexes to death her husband, driving him into drun-i 
kenness as a refuge from her assaults ; or the chil*> 
dren, after the bad examples they see at home, grow 
in wickedness as in ntature, to do mischief, and in* 
crease the guilt and wickedness of the world by their 
evil tempers. In every station and walk of life, im- 
mortal souls are provoking their adorable Maker and 
Benefactor to jealously, spuming at his counsel and 
his salvation, and heaping up wrath agamst the day 
of wrath. These arc the great objects which, louder 
than even widows cnr orphans, call for bowels of 
mercies, and the most active exertions of our pity. 

If you are a Christian in truth, you will say, *^ I 
beheld the transgressors, and was grieved, because 
men kept not thy law/' This compassion to the 
souls of men will inspire you with zeal to save them 
from impending ruin. You will watch (or oppor- 
tunities to do good by sound ailments and winning 
persuasiQQSy by faithfujl and strong declarations of the 
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evil of sin and its consequences, where there is axit 
ear to hear, ard a lucid interval in the midst of the , 
wicked ; by distributing heart-searching book«, and 
aiding those who arc engaged ^ in the deUghtful 
work of ^reading the knowledge of Christ 

The causes winch excite and maintain in the 
Christian a temper, so extensively merciful, are, re- 
v^^ence of his Maker's command, trust in his pro« 
mises, a sense of his redemption by Christ, and the 
agency <rf the Holy Ghost on hb heart* 

The command oi God to shew mercy is most fre- 
quent. *^ If there be amcmg you a poor man, one of 
thy brethren, thou shalt not harden thy heart, nor 
shut thy hand from thy poor brother, but thou shalt 
open thy hand wide unto him. Beware that thine 
eye be not evil against thy poor brother, and thou 
givest him nought, and he cry unto the Lord against ? 
thee, and it be sin unto thee. Thou shalt surely 
give him," Deut. xv. 7. In every definition of ■ 
right behaviour, a merciful tsemper b^rs acfaief part* 
*' He hath shewed diee, O man, what is good ; and ^ 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, . 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy • 
God?'* Mic. vi. In this estimate, pure and unde* 
filed religion manifests its efficacy ^^ in visiting the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction, and inkeep^ 
ing die soul unspotted from the world." No duly 
is more frequently urged than thb. ^^ Be ye therc^^ 

* There are two venerable societies engaged in the glorious 
work of distributing Bibles, Testaments, and other good 
books* These societies arc supported by subscription ; and 
a guinea or two annually subscribed, is often producdre of pre- 
sent peace and eternal sdvation to the souls of men. To the 
first of these societies you may apply through the Reverend . 
Mr. Broughton, secretary to the society for promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge among the poor. To the other, called, The 
society for promoting Religious Knowledge among the poor* 
you may apply through the Reverend Dt. Stciinet, London, i 
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tore merciful, as your heavenly Father is also mercir 
fill/* Luke vi. sif.^ " Be ye all of one mind, hav- 
irig compassion one of another,*' 1 Pet. iii. These 
commands prove, no one destitute of a merciful tem- 
per can be acceptable to Godi 

Again, his repeated promises invite and encour* 
age the Christian to abound in acts of mercy. For 
though these promises imply no worth in a merciful 
temper, when it subsists with love to sin, or preju- 
dice against the glory of Christ ; though these pro- 
mises are not to be construed as if a merciful temper 
would be rewarded in derogation to &ith in the Re- 
deemer, or cover our inic^^uities, still they are oi 
great use to remove objections made by our worldly 
hearts, if not by those around us, against doing 
liberally for the poor and needy. They fully assure 
us that all acts of beneficence, springing from faith 
and love to God, are highly pleasing t6 him, and, 
through his own amazing grace, shaH be honoured 
with an everlasting rewa^. " Blessed are the mer- 
tiful, for they shall obtfiin mercy,** Matth. 5. ** He 
that converteth a sinner from the error of his way, 
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a mul- 
titude of sins,** James v. 20. " A new command- 
ment I give unto you, that ye love one another. 
By this shall all men know that ye al-e my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another,** John xiii. Above all, 
the Redeemer will proclaim his high delight in this 
excellent temper, from his throne and glory, in the 
presence of the whole human and angelic race. 
Then will he reward every Christian exercise of 
mercy, as if it had been conferred on himself; as 
if the afflictions it relieved ttod been sustained in his 
person^ and he only had received benefit and conso- 
lation from the mercy. " In as much as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me,** Matth. xxy. 40. 

F F 
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Beyond the force even of this affecting declaration 
is the sense you have, O Chh>tian, of your oua 
redemption b> the blood shed on the cross. You 
remember your apostacy from God is such^ an4 
such has been your practice, that had God destroy^ 
ed you both body and soul in hell, it would have 
been no more than your desert. Instead of this in- 
supportable doom, you, O Christian, know tha^ 
God commendeth his love towards you, that whilst 
you were yet a sinner, Christ died for you : an in- 
stance of mercy in itself, and its beneficial efficacy, 
absolutely without a parallel. This is the only foun- 
dation (tf your peace and hope; it is all your salva- 
tion, and all your desire. By living in a constant 
vitw of this matchless grace, which has reconcile^ 
you to God, and made you his heir, the love of 
Christ will constrain you ; with pleasing energy it 
will engage you in an uniform intercourse of broth- 
erly kindness and charity. A delightful emotion of 
mind, peculiar to the faithful in Christ Jesus, wiU 
lead you, widiout adverting immediately either ta 
the command or promise of God, to this just conclu- 
3ion, ^* Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought als<^ 
to love one another," 1 John iv. 

Besides these plain commands, precious promises, 
and the mercy of God manifested in the dea^ or 
his Son, which, with mutual operation, concur to 
Dnake the Christian love mercy, the Holy Ghost ig 
given unto him, and dwells in him* By his iiifluf 
ence, through the motives and truth contained in 
the written word, he is delivertd from the sway of 
selfish passions and selfish pursuits. The fruit of 
that Spirit, which distinguishes at once, and infin. 
itely ennobles every one who b<;longs to Christ, 19 
love and all goodness. 
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SUNDAY XXXL 

CHAP. XXXL 

The Tempers of a Christian towards his Fellow-creatures. 

Those which we have already considered as es- 
aential are of the active kind ; justice, sincerity and 
mercy. There arc others, no less excellent, of a 
passive nature. The world we live in abounds with 
unreasonable and vexatious men ; and our unavoid* 
able connexion with them requires much strength of 
mind properly to bear their evil tempers. Little self, 
denial, in general, is requisite to do justly, to speak 
the truth, or shew mercy, compared with what is ne- 
cessary to bear, with patience, meekness, and love, 
the turbulent and litigious, the violent and unjust* 
Yet a Christian must be meek. Trivial injuries, a 
reproachful word, a small indiscretion, or a casual 
loss, must not inflame your mind, as is commonly 
the case with men. Such things you will esteem 
worthy of a very slight notice. Nay, supposing 
some great provocation is offered, you will be jt- al- 
ous over your selfish spirit, lest you be overcome 
by ill-usage ; lest the sin of others should cause you 
to grieve the Spirit of God, to bring guilt upoa 
your souls, and dishonour upon your profession. 
Even when you are so materially injured that j ou 
have a right to seek redress, you will do it with 
meekness ; first using every mild method to bring 
your adversary to reason. You will try arguments 
before punishment, conference before law, and pri. 
vate persuasions before ) ou seek redress in a court 
of justice; or if you are compelled to have recourse 
to this last remedy, you will refrain from passionate 
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exclamations and bitt^ reflecticms against yiMr ene* 
mies. 

Further, you must shew a meek spirit incarefuity 
avoiding any just cause of offence to others. For 
this excellent temper does not more effecttiaUy sup. 
port under provocaticms, than enable men to deny 
their own inclinations, rather than give uneasiness. 
It will make you cautious, that neither your acticMis 
or words are unbecoming. You will be civil and 
respectful, honouring aU men, never loud and 
overbearing in company. Instead of rage and bit- 
terness against those who are seduced to depart from 
the apostles' doctrine, you will seek their recovery 
by calmly producing the abounding evidences for 
the truth, and by cordially praying they may per- 
ceive their force. You will never cover private re- 
sentment with the venerable name of zeal for God's 
glory, and the good of souls. You will not think 
contempt of your erring brother, or passion, pleie- 
ing to God, or in any degree justifiable. Though 
it be common to vent our rage against infidels and 
heretics, who arc doubtless very hurtful members 
of society, yet the divine command is, ** In meek- 
ness instruct those ndio oppose themselves, if God 
peradventure will give them rqpentance to the ac- 
knowledgment of the truth." 

The peculiar motives which excite and support 
the exercise of this extensive meekness are such^ 
philosophers of old, and their unbelieving succes- 
sors in our time, know nothing c^, though there has 
been often, in both, a great resemblance cS medc- 
ness. You will not be meek from love of ease, lead*> 
ing you to submit to the ill-humours of other men, 
raUier than bear the trouble of contention. This 
often gains the credit of great sweetness of temper. 
Nor will you be meek from any prtxid disdain oC 
appearing to be hurt by the pervereenc^ or iwdyiqe 
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lat-yom enemies, which would (you think) betray 
the weakness of your own mind ; but because the 
trill of God concerning you is, ^^ Be no brawler, but 
gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men,'' Tit. 
ki. " Put off" anger, wrath, hatred, variance, emula- 
tion, strife, and put on kindness, meekness and long, 
suffering." Your Saviour, from whom you have re- 
ceived tdl your peace and hope, severely checks every 
sally of passion. His words on this subject are 
alarming to the last degree : " Whosoever is angry 
with his brother without a cause'' (through heat 
of temper), ** shall be in danger of the jucj^ment'* 
(bhall fall under the displeasure of God) : ^^ and who- 
soever shall say to him, Raca" (thou worthless fel- 
low, suffering the passion in his mind to vent itself 
by derision of a creature of God), ^^ shall be in dan- 
ger of the council" (oflfends in a higher degree) ; 
** butwhosoever shall say thoufooV^ (in hb wrath, re- 
presenting him not only as fit to be despised, but 
abhorred), ^^ he shall be in danger of hell fire.'*'* Awful 
guard of meekness, intended to keep us at a distance 
firom sour angry passions, the bane of domestic com- 
ibrt, die cause of unspeakable mischief amongst 
men,, and one of the chief enemies to the soul. 

Besides the command of Ood to be meek, such 
honour is put upon this temper, as must make every 
Christian ambitious to possess it. '^ He that is slow 
to anger is better than the mighty, and he that rul- 
edi his spirit than he that taketh a city." The meek 
are blessed, and the inheritance of the Lord promis- 
ed to them ; meekness b distinguished as the princi- 
, pal ornament of a Christian, ^^and of great price in 
the sight of God." 

. Added to all these motives, there is one still more 
powerful with every Christian ; the astomshing 
meekness of the Author of his salvation. The in- 
^^kpd writers, after our Lord's ascension, always 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



9dft CX5MPLETE DUTY OF MAW, 

fix our attention upon him in his low caMe, in order 
|0 make sinful anger appear without excuse. •* Let 
stt bitterness and wraths and anger, and clamour, 
and eril-speaking be put away from you, with ali 
malice : and be ye kind one to another, tender- heart* 
ed, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's 
sake harii forgiven you. Christ suffered for us, leav. 
ing us an example, that ye should follow his steps,^ 
who did no sin, neither was guilt found in his 
mouth; who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered, he threatened not ; who his ownr 
self hott our sins in his own body on the tree, diat 
he might bring us to God." Behold the grandest 
inducement imaginable to be meek ; reconciliation- 
with God, and justiication unto eternal life, by the 
meek, patient suffering of the Lamb. I must go^ 
therefore, says a Christian, and do likewise ; for 
every one that abideth in him must himself also sor 
walk, even as he walked. 

Added to these mighty motives, what has passed 
in the breast of a real Christian efl^tually inclines 
him to be meek. F(h* sdfabasement and shame for 
sn are inseparable from fiuth in Christ and true re* 
pentance. But a seU^based sinaer can ea^y bear 
mth temper those provocations which set the haughty 
and sdf-admiring all in a flame* Enormous crimi* 
nals, when they see diemselves as they are, feel no' 
resentment at whatever is said of them, or done to 
them. It is what we deserve, they cry, sighing at 
the remembrance of their offoice. The same just 
sentiment, when you have been humbled for your 
sins before God, will rise in your mind under pro- 
vocation to Mrrath. Far worse treatment do I de- 
serve, you will say, and a severer trial of my pa- ' 
tience. 

This argument, against every violation of meek^ 
iKss, St. Faul urges, founding his exhortation whotfy 
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t>n the sinful state in which we are all naturally, as 
every believer iji Christ well knows* " Put them 
in mind.'' says he;, -'to be gentle, shewing aU meek- 
ne^s utito all men. For we ourselves also were 
sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving 
divers Ipsts and pleasures, living in malice and envy> 
hateful and hating one another." 

As you advance in the knowledge and practice o£ 
religion, fresh evidences of your own corruption will 
discover themselves in your heart, and prove so 
many repeated admonitions to pray for and exercise 
meekness* sensible with what long-suffering God 
endures the multitude of your own failings. For 
though the dominion of sin is destroyed, the strug* 
gle between flesh and spirit still remains, conse^ 
qiiently sufficient matter for self*aba3einent^ m long 
»& you live* . 



SUNDAY XXXIL 
CHAP, xxxn- 

Tke Tempers of a Chiisdtti towards his Fellow^i^tures. 

^1 O judge charitably of the actions, characters, and 
intentions of men, is the temper of a Christian ; I 
mean, when they are not evidendy such as stand 
condemned in the word of God, and expose us to 
his wrath. It is no charitable judgment to leave 
drunkards, liars, fornicators, the dishonest, the proud> 
or self-righteous, when their lives or principles arc 
notorious, io flatter themselves they shall escape* 
It iii taking part against them with their great adver* 
9ary tlie devil, and giving our aid to delude their 
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souls, till they are lost for ever. But setting asid<? 
these instances, as sins which go before men to 
judgment, there are many actions and characters of 
a doubtful aspect. Here only is room for the ex- 
ercise of charitable judgment ; and in these cases, 
O Christian, you will be careful not to surmise evil, .^ 
or condemn men, when no sufEcient light appears 
to justify a peremptory sentence. Thus in quar- 
rels amongst relations, and contests about matters 
of property, violent accusations are common fronoi \ 
both sides, which have no foundation. The parties 
are apt to give very seducing misrepresentations of 
the fact, which few can know : therefore we are 
bound to suspend our judgment, and receive no ill 
impressions from common fame. 

With regard to the characters of men also, you 
will be charitable in your judgment. . The com- 
mission of a single crime, contrary to the tenor of 
the delinquent's life, you will not cruelly construe 
into an impeachment of his sincerity. You will 
not brand one num as an incorrigible villain, because 
he was once guilty of a dishonest action towards, 
yourself; or publish another to the world as a mere 
hypocrite in religion, because you have once detected . 
him in doing evU. You will not immediately, as is 
the way of Ae prejudiced, cry out, that, with such, . 
all pretention to conscience is only a cloak to cover ^ 
bad designs, and a snare to entrap the simple. You . 
will remember, on the contrary, how often violent 
temptation, suited to your constitutional sin, has. 
been too mighty, and overcome you, or brought 
you near the very point of yielding. You will call 
to mind that the best of men, cannonized as saints 
by God himself, did not persevere in the path of duty 
without a fall. They were overtaken with a fault,- 
though they soon recovered, and persevered to the 
end. You will acknowledge it very possible for sucW* 
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}^ we are, in our best estate, to offend contrary to 
habitual practice and acknowledged duty. 

Fair evidences of repentance will therefore induce 
you to pass a favourable judgment on those who have 
dishonoured their profession. You will readily con- 
chide, that inward shame, and secret sorrow for their 
fall, has exceeded the reproach which their back* 
slidings have brought upon them. 

With regard to the intentions of men, as they can 
be known only to God, you vidU impute no evil 
where it is not manifest ; but resist injurious sur- 
mises, that such and such things spring from a bad 
design, when you have no proof to ascertain the 
eharge.' 

In these, and similar cases, you will exercise a 
charitable judgment, because the command of your 
God and Saviour, that you should do so, is plain 
and awful. " Judge not (where the law of God is si- 
lent, or where you can have no competent know- 
ledge), that ye be not judged,'for with what judg- 
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged ; and with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again^'' 
Matth. vii. 

Your obedience to this command will appear 
most reasonable, and be made easy by the witness 
in your own heart. You are conscious how often 
you have acted uprightly, yet been chai^d with 
evil intentions. Your conduct has often been cruel- 
ly misconstrued, often unjustly condemned. You 
remember also that you have done what you ought 
not, promised and vowed you would not ; that many 
prayers, much watching, and obstinate contention 
have been scarcely sufficient, with the help of God, 
to get the victory over your own wickedness. You 
know, that when you fell, the fall was instantly la- 
mented, and, though wounded grievously, you re- 
newed the combat, grappling with your foe, as for 

G G 
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your life, till you was conqueror. You willfed^ 
therefore, for others in the same situation you were 
once yourself; assured that men may really design 
nothing but the glory of God, and good- will to men, 
notwithstanding they are betrayed into breach of 
duty. 

Such sentiments, deeply impressed on your owft 
heart, will form in you a habit of judging your fd* 
tow-creatures with tenderness and mercy» 

Connected with candour towards all, you as a 
Christian must exercise forgiveness and love to your 
%nemies. Your behaviour under provocations must 
t>c contrary to custom, trnd the violent impulse <^ 
corrupt nature. Is your character basely reviled ? 
You will refute the malicious slander, should it need 
kn answer, without returning abuse for abuse. 
Should your foes proceed from ill- language to ill- 
usage, you will still forgive, and prove the reaJity 
of your good-will towards them, by pitying thent 
in dieir distress, and serving them as occasion offers. 
In some cases, grievous wrongs may be done ta 
you, such as demand redress by law ; you ^ill use 
die remedy without animosity to those who have 
forced you to ttJce thb method of obtaining your 
right 

Further, ^lould the providence of God leave yoB 
in the power of his enemies, as well as your own, 
who are determined, unless you will renounce the 
truth, to persecute you even unto death, such effi- 
<»cy flows from your faith, that you will feel good- 
Will towards those who seek your destruction. You 
will pray for them to God, before whom it is equally 
dueerous and impious to dissemble ; you will en- 
lEKSf him to give them repentance to the acknow- 
fedgement of the truth, pardon their sin, and bring 
them to heaven. 

Thue^ compkie is the forgiveness and love a Chris- 
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tlan exercises towards those who hate and mju^ 
him* 

The reasonableness of this temper is proved, and 
the prac^ce enforced, by the most cogent argu- 
ments. 

Your knowledge of God in his government dT 
the world condemns all hatred even rf your bit- 
terest foes. What manner of affronts and insults 
does he daily receive ? Consider the condition and 
the obligations the persons are under to him, when 
they offer them ; call to mind the glory of his ma- 
jesty, the ample means he hath in his power instanl*- 
ly to avenge his own injured name, by comumkig 
his daring adversaries in a moment. At the same 
time you see him slow to anger, and of great mercy, 
waiting for many years in deep compassion towards 
them, who hate his government mid his truth« 

Every Christian considers this adorable goodness 
of God conspicuous in his goveniment of the world, 
and sees it shine with the brightest glory in the re- 
demption of men* * By frequent and serious medita- 
tion on this fact, you will reason thus with yourself: 
Had God dealt with his enemies, as I am prompted 
to do with mme, had he been wanting in mercy, or 
ehosen to take vengeance, what had become of us 
all ; of a world in arms against him ? Had God 
loved none but those who first loved him, or waited 
to give his inestimable blessings till we had made an 
advance to obtain mercy, where had been the means 
of grace, where the glad tidings of salvation ? He, 
on the contrary, commendeth his love to us, that, 
when we were yet enemies, Christ died for us* 
How inexcusable then, and desperately wicked must 
it be in me, to be wrath with a fellow- sinner, since 
God has so much compassion on us all ? 

The force of this motive is also considerably in- 
creased by your experience of God's tender mercy 
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to your own soul. You remember, O Christian, 
how long you lived in forgetfulness and contempt of 
God, as if you had been independent erf him, or 
he unworthy of your notice ; how long ycm was 
engrossed by mean and selfish pursuits, never in^- 
quiring, where is God my maker ? Yet you know 
he sufibred you to survive all this insolence dT be- 
haviour tovi^rds him. In the midst of it all, his 
mercy was not withheld from you ; he still protect- 
ed, still provided for you, and preserved you from 
perishing for ever in your sins. At length he crown- 
ed his mercy towards you, by giving you repentance 
and remission of sin through faith in Jesus Christ. 
This very gracious and long indulgence from your 
heavenly Father towards you, lays bare the hidieo^fs 
deformity of a vindictive spirit. Compared with the 
treatment you have received, what a return to repay 
your enemies hatred for their ill- will ? This coa^ 
trast, where any sense of right and wrong remains^ 
is insupportable to the mind. Though violent pro- 
vocations, therefore, may suddenly Undle sparks of 
resentment in your breast, and prompt you to gra- 
tify the impulse of your selfish nature, very soon 
a recollection of God's patience and love towards 
yourself, will make the transient thought of revenge 
appear full of injustice, weakness, ingratitude « to 
God, and a denial of your sinful state before him. 
By this means the hell-engendered fire will be pre- 
sently extinct, and love reign in your heart. 

Besides these motives, your firm belief of scrip- 
ture, O Christian, convinces you that every rising 
of ill-will towards any man is abomiable in God's 
sight ; for you are assured, that whoever harbors 
hatred in his heart cannot be saved, till that detesta- 
ble spirit is subdued. It is so highly offensive to 
God, in such sinful wretches as we are, that it ren- . 
ders us incapable of prayings without ingreasing 
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our sin and condemnation. The tongue which holds 
any correspondence with a heart envenomed by hat- 
red, invokes the curse of God, when it cries, " For- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive them that tres- 
pass agsdnst us." The petition, dreadfully inverted, 
sounds thus in his ears, " Forgive not me my tres- 
passes, as I do not forgive them that trespass against 
me.'* And whoever dies in hatred of his foes, will 
ftnd himself answered according to this true Smeaning 
of his prayer : justice he shall have, and not mercy ; 
vengeance, and not compassion. 

In so forcible a manner are you taught, O Chris- 
tian, to foi^ive and love your enemies. Whilst 
these arguments prove the reasonableness and indis- 
pensable duty of forgiveness, the grace of God is 
promised, that what is impossible with man ma}^ 
be your constant practice. For though injuries ex- 
tremely irritate our selfish spirit, whilst we have a 
. high opinion of our own dignity, and imagine we 
have a right to avenge ourselves ; whilst we have 
never been brought low on our knees, to ask with a 
broken heart panlon for our faults ; yet afterwards, 
upon receiving a spirit of love, of power, and of a 
sound mind, we are not soon apt to think ourselves 
so miserably ill-used ; the injuries done us appear 
small, compared with what we know we deserve, 
and are accustomed to deprecate ; evils which threat- 
en death to the soul. And through a supreme desire 
to please our Lord by the reasonable sacrifice of so 
vile a lust, we can do it in his streni^h. 
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SUNDAY XXXIIL 

CHAP. XXXIU. 
ChrisGan Humilitf ^ 

The Christian, by continuing in the faith of 
Christ, and growing in grace, comes at length to pre. 
fer every one before himself. This is the crowning 
excdlency in tus character, an attainment which not 
only surpasses all the world judges to be excellent or 
necessary to salvation, but appears to them big with 
absurdity. How is it possible, say they, not to per- 
ceive a vast difference in the practice and tempers of 
mankind f But if I am allowed to see this difference 
in regard to others, can it be wrong to acknowledge 
as, much with regard to myself? What a violence 
does it offer to my reason, to attempt to persuade 
me, that a man who loves righteousness, and hates 
iniquity, is not to prefer himself to the disobedient 
and lawless ? 

But let the case be properly stated, and there wift 
appear, I conceive, very sufficient reason for a Chris-' 
tian to take the lowest place. 

It is certain then, if you are much advanced in 
the knowledge and practice of true religion (which 
is tlie case supposed), you are very sensible of the 
corruption of your nature ; for notliing but pride, 
blinding the mind, can prevent this from being felt. 
It is also certain that you are conscious of much un- 
faithfulness to the grace received, of very great de- 
fects, many sins of omission, much negligence in the 
service of God, and of a very small measure of those 
holy tempers which ought to have been improved to 
a high degree. At the same time, you clearly per- 
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Qtire what excellent advantages you have enjoyed^ 
what peculiar obligations you are under on this ac- 
count, demanding suitable returns in faith, love and 
obedience. You remember the alarming calls, the 
affectionate warnings, which have strongly impress- 
ed your heart, the answers given to your prayers, the 
troubles, the dangers, and the enemies from which 
you have been delivered, with the peace, comfort^ 
and delightful hope so often refreshing and animating 
your soul. 

In these circumstances, must not every thing, 
which betrays evil concupiscence, inordinate affec- 
tion, or want of supreme love to God in any in- 
stance, afflict and abase you ? Such being the case 
widi tvcry humble and advanced Christian^ I 
would now ask, where is the absurdity of conclud- 
ing each person of this character should judge him- 
self (every thing considered) inferior to all men? 
Or from the bottom of his heart believe there is n(A 
one upon earth who, if blessed with equal ad- 
vantages, would not have far surpassed his' attain- 
ments? '^ i 

The whole difficulty of conceiving that the most 
excellent in the church of Christ do really entertain 
such thoughts of themselves, arises from pride na- 
tural to the heart, which loves to dweM on any sup- 
posed pre-eminence above others, without once ccm- 
sidering how much more than others they have been 
favoured by Providence, or comparing the progress 
they have made with the means vouchsafed, or the 
duty they owe. The advanced Christian is of a 
more reasonable and humble mind. He blushes at 
his manifold and great defects: having his soul 
strongly impressed with the rich grace he received, 
and the excellency of the God he serves, he thinks 
it is not so with any man beside : the transition then 
is easy, to prefer every one before himself. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2a COMPLETE DUTT OP M AK. 

The command to do so is plain ; ^^ In lowliness ef : 
mind, let each esteem other better than themselves," 
Flul. ii. 3. A command expressly tojoined as the 
only prevention of vain glory. Nor must this com- 
mand be intcq)reted only to imply a. preference of 
those v/ho walk worthy of their Christian name^ 
leaving you still at liberty to look down upon open 
transgressors as worse thim youi^elf. This construe*^ • 
tion is contrary to a parable our God spoke, on piu*** 
pose to condemn the sin of valuing ourselves above 
any one. He sets before us a Pharisee and a pub- 
lican ; the former is honest, strictly consciendou&and.. 
devout, virtues which be acknowledges are the gift 
of God ; he only prefers himself on their account to ■ 
the adulterers, the unjust and profane. One oi 
them he mentions in his prayer (not from pa-sonal 
aversion) merely because he saw him in the temple*, 
and thanks God he was not so base and wicked as 
this publican. You know the judgment of God in * 
this case. The Pharisee was left in his sins, highly i 
o&nsive to his Maker, because he exalted himself 
above the publican. He trusted in himself as ri^« 
teous, and despbed others in comparison of himself; . 
a full proof, as can be given, that it is the bounden^ 
duty of every Christian to take the lowest place. ^ ' 

This example proves, that all who prefer them^v 
selves to others in fact adopt the sentiment of the 
Pharisee, and do just what he did. This instruc- 
tive parable convinces you, that as there were none 
in common opinion more wicked than publicans^ 

* Observe, there could be nothing wrong in the Pharisee's 
ncud^ing mention of the publican's name, unless there was ^ in- 
justice in his preferrbg himself to him j since nothing is more, 
plsdn, than that he nught very innocently mention in his 
prayer what he, at all otlier timesj Was allowed to think. 
But this he was not allowed to do, if he might esteem hhn- 
fself above the publican. • 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



COMPLETE tHJTT OF MAN. 949 

Hkett are none so wicked as to justify your placing 
yourself above them. Hence you will constantly 
ivatch against self-complacency^ a subtle enemy to 
your soiU. You will repel its insinuations whenever 
you see the wickedness, or hear the faults of those 
around you. You will be jealous lest pride should 
be fostered by consciousness of what God has done 
for you, and be afraid of nothing more than the 
vanity of your own mind ; remembering the righte- 
ous decree, which truth itself has thrice proclaimed^ 
'^ Every one that e^teth himself shall be abased^ 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.'' 

From the representation now given of a Christian 
in his tempers towards his fellow-creatures, it is 
evident that he must prove a blessing to every one 
about him. Who would not rejoice to have that 
man for his superic^, or relation, his acquaintance, 
iKighbOur, or domestic servant, in whom so many 
excellent qualities unite ? who is sincere, just, mer* 
ciful, meek, candid, benevolent, and ready to for* 
give every Mrrong done to him ; yet, in the posses- 
sion of so much substantial goodness, is free from 
all self-admiration or vanity, amidst the applause he 
receives ; hot preferring himself to others, or even 
thinking he has attmned, but pressing fin-wards, 
Sishamed of his small progress ; and, penetrated with 
a sense of his bwn vileness; taking the lowest place. 
WlKit Jewish enmity against Christ, what infernal 
hatred of righteousness and true holiness must fill 
the heart, which does not delight in such a charac* 
ter, and extol, as the rich gift of God, that gospel 
which forms and supports it ! 

Such is not the ideal picture of what a Christian 
should be, but the daily life of thousands, and of all 
who have a scripture title to that highly venerable 
name. Faith in the Son pf God, as their atoning 
sacrifice, and the Lord their righteousness, through 

H H 
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the influence of the Holy Ghost, produces thb dl- 
vine transformation of soul, this new creation in 
Christ J^us. 



PRAYER, 

Suited to the preceding Subject. 

WE bless thee, O Lord our God, for all thy 
lovinjg kindness to the children of men, Wc 
than^ thee that we are so strictly charged to abhor 
all that is hurtful to our fellow -creatures, and pi;ac- 
tice whatever is beneficial to them. When we catt 
to remembrance the time past, we feel, ala^l muca 
cause to be ashamed. Every relatipn, friend, and 
neighbour, testify a^nst us. How destitute were wc 
once of all Christian tempers, and how sadly drfec« 
tive in them are we still ! We cannot tell how often 
we have offended against truth, justice, and love, 
always due from us to our neighbour. We re- 
member these our faults, we are ashamed, and 
abase ourselves, and look to our great and merciful 
Hi^h-priest, to obtain our pardon through his bloody 
Never let us forget how often we have done cvil» how 
often neglected to do good to thy creatures, whoiu 
we ought to have loved as we do ourselves. De- 
sirous of offending thee no more, by sinning against 
our neighbour, we beg thy help to conquer our cor- 
ruption. May we never more deceive or dissem- 
ble ; never be injurious to others for filthy lucre 
sake. In every hour of peculiar temptation to dis-. 
honesty, withhold us from doing evil. Open our 
eyes to see so clearly that it will provoke thy displea-t 
sure, and ruin our souls, that we may be ever kept 
from being unrighteous, either in a great matter or ^ 
small. May all who li\'e with us be witnesses toj. 
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our integrity. To integrity may we add brotheriy 
kiiidness and charity ; be glad to contribute to feed 
the hungry, and clothe the naked, to visit the father- 
less and widows in their affliction, to instruct the 
ignorant, give protection to the injured, and deliv- 
erance to those oppressed with wrong. Above all, 
may our bowels yearn over those who are ready to 
perish ; may we watch for opportunities to do good 
to their souls, and fervently commend them to thy 
mercy. 

Form and fashion us to exercise charity in judging 
of the characters of men. Help here, Lord, with 
all might ; O quench th^t hellish fire within, which 
inflames our tongues with bitterness. Deliver us 
from that hypocrisy, which instantly takes great of- 
fence at the mote in our brother's eye, whilst the 
beam is in our own. By thy almighty grace save 
us from this hateful spirit. Make us kind, tender- 
hearted, and very pitiful. Set before us the exam- 
ple of the meek and lowly Jesus, that we may be 
ashamed of peevishness and passion ; that we may 
be galled with self-reproach, and confess how much 
ikc grieve the Spirit of God, when our actions, 
words, or looks, are not governed by the law of 
kindness. 

Whatever we suffer from the contempt, hatred, or 
malice of men, may we, through the help of our God, 
bear it with patience, and return good for evil. 
What is impossible with men, enable us to do, 
through the knowledge of Christ, crucified for his 
enemies, and praying for his murderers. And after 
we have persevered in the constant observance of 
truth and justice, in the exercise of meeknessy 
mercy, and love to all men, O may we be found 
clothed with humility; may we take the lowest 
place, and esteem every one better than ourselves. 

Thus, as trees of righteousness of the Lord's plant- 
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iiy?, may we bring forth every good fruit, that meut 
seeing our good works, may glorify our Father 
which b in Heaven. Grant these our requests, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Re* 
deemen Jmcn* 



SUNDAY XXXIV. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 
The Duty of a Christian in a married State. 

Vr E have taken a view of the Christian in those 
tempers which he bears towards all mankmd, sin^ 
cerity, justice, mercy, meekness, candour, love, and, 
humility. We proceed to consider him in the dia* 
charge of duties which he owes from a peculiar near- 
ness of relation, in the married state, and with res^ 
pect to his kindred and servants. These connexions 
are ordained by divine Providence, in order that a 
mutual observation of the duties arising from them 
might prove a source of greater comfort than could 
otherwise be enjoyed. 

In each of these relations the knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is of singular advantage, not only 
by pointing out the extent of each relative duty witb 
more clearness, but my making a violation of it ap^ 
pear more criminal than it ever does tQ naen igno- 
rant of Christian principles. 

With regard to the married state, the mutual du.* 
ties of husbands and wives are fidelity and love ; the 
distinct support and government on the husband's 
part ; on the wife's, assistance and obedience. 

Fidelity to the marriage-b^d 1^ e(][ually bound Q& 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



COMPLETE DUTY OF MAH. S5S 

lioth parties by the marriage-covenant; because, by 
this union, they become each others property ; so 
tiiat, if either yield to the embraces of another, the 
covenant is annulled, a divorce ought to follow, and 
the high displeasure of God is incurred ; " For 
whoremongers and adulterers he will j udge. ' ' 

In the eyes of all, therefore, who revere the au* 
thority of God, leudness in the marriage-state is a 
crime of great enormitv. So feu- must Christian 
hui>bands aiid wives be from injuring each other by 
defiling the marriage, bed, that they must be free 
from every thing in their air, dress, or discourse 
which savours of wantonness, or would encourage 
loose desires. Whatever has this tendency, howe- 
ver fashionable, they will shun as of hateful tenden- 
cy, contrary to the marriage- contract. In their 
judgment it will be no sufficient observation of 
conjugal fidelity barely to abstain from adulterous 
commerce ; they must maintain a purity of heart, 
and detest what betrays the want of it, foolish 
jesting. 

Nothing less than this is required on the man's 
part to keep his marriage-vow inviolate ; and on the 
woman's, to shew a chaste conversation, a duty 
:equally incumbent on both : and for either to trans- 
gress here, is to despise the plain command of God, 
and his benevolent, everlasting ordinance. 

To fidelity must be added mutual love, for love 
h the life of marriage, without which it differs as 
much from the comfortable society our gracious 
God intended to establish by it, as servitude from 
freedom- When this union was first made in para- 
dise, it was immediately declared, diat as soon as 
ever the bonds of marriage took place amongst the 
posterities of Adam, they should prove stronger than 
the bonds of nature : " A man shall forsake even his 
lather and mother, and cleave to bis wife.*' Like 
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the two pieces of wood which God commands Eze- 
kiel to join together, and they became one in his 
hand* Ezekielxxxvii. So marriage was ordained 
as an including rind, to make of two persons one 
flesh ; from which union there ought to flow a con- 
stant circulation of kind oflices and endearing atten*. 
tions, as the vitial juices flow through the natural 
body ; consequently husbands and wives, though 
blameless in point of conjugal fidelity, are still vcry^ 
guilty, if they live in indifference towards each other* 
A failure in point of affection does not, it is grant- 
ed, break the marriage- bond, as adultery; yet it 
defeats one principal end of its institution : for it 
was designed to unite the hearts of the married pair,, 
and to produce a consummate friendship from the 
pleasing combination of two persons, whose interests 
are by tliis means made invariably the same. But, 
instead of these advantages, want of love in either 
party perverts the state of marriage into a most griev- . 
ous burden and bondage. 

Great stress is therefore laid upon this matter in* 
the rule of a Christian's duty. Husbands and wives^ 
are commanded to shew tlie most affectionate regard 
to each other. The precept is immediately address- 
ed to husbands, but it equally applies to wives* * 
" So ought men to love their wives as their own 
bodies.. He that loveth his wife, loveth himself. 
For no man ever yet liated his own flesh, but nour*^ 
isheth and chcrisheth it, even as the Lord the 
church.'* Ephes. v. In tliis command, observe the 
quick feeling which every man has of the least hurt 
done to his body, die constant aversion to every 
thing which would give it pain, and the incessant 
desire of its health and comfort, are chosen to re- 
present the strength, delicacy, and perpetuity of 
conjugal affection. -^ 

And as the body partakes no less of your care and 
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lovpf on account either of its weakness, deformity, 
pr disease, so no disagreeable qualities or perverse 
humours on either side can justify the other party 
in withholding the tribute of love. These faults 
indeed make it very difficult to behave with proper 
tenderness , and prove a severe trial of faith and pa- 
tience, which yet, in the end, will certainly get the 
victory. 

This tender affection is finely taught the husband 
in the conclusion of the precept, by directing him to 
copy the love of Christ for his church in his own to 
his wife. As if it had been said, you abundantly 
^perienoip the ^art and affliction of your Saviour, 
and see it exercised over your fellow- Christians ; 
you see how he bears wiUi your infirmities, and 
with many things in you exceedingly wrong and dis- 
tasteful to him ; yet he grows not cold to your wel- 
farc,^ nor rejects you from among his children. 
Shew you, therefore, the same tendtemess to each 
9ther, ^hichthe whole church experiences from ita 
head, and never think yourselves at liberty to yield to 
moroseness, or live without endearing expressions 
of mutual love. 

Further, husbands and wives, who are Christians^ 
mjist have their afiection for each other spiritual^ 
both in its foundation and effects. It must not be 
built chiefly on beauty of person, for this is one of 
the most fleeting things in nature, and incapable, 
even whilst it lasts, to maintain its enchanting power. 
Very often those who come together in rapture, 
enamoured with each other's form, soon grow cool 
in their regard, and hate erne another as forcibly as 
ihpy loved at first. Nor can there be any security 
that this will not sooner or later prove the case, when 
the cause of affection is so mean and sensual. 

But, suppose even good sense, good manners, and 
a temper formed for friendship, engage the parties 
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ta nuffiy ; even these amiable acoom{tehflMiit8> ttii' 
less higher considerations concur, leave them in . 
dimger of taking great disgust, and living unhappily 
together. For these accomplishments perfectly 
coincide with excessive love of pleasure, of the 
world, of independence. Hence it often comes to 
\ysLSs, that husbands and wives, who have no better 
foundation of their mutual love than those agreeable 
qualities by which they were so pleasing to each 
other on their first intimacy, are very miserable to- 
gether at last. They find more restndnt than they 
expected, and less entertainment ; they cease study- 
ing to please, and evil tempers, before concealed, 
break out. Especially when misfortune produces a 
bitter change of condition, fi:«quentiythe welUbred, 
sensible, agreeable husband and wife, changes widji 
their circumstances, and grows a peevish, complaijA 
ing, irksome companion. '• 

The affection of Christian • husbands mid wives. 
must stand upon a firmer basis. The husband must* 
love his wife, not chi^y for tier beauty, manners, 
or even tlie affection she bears \o him, but as a 
creature of God, entitled by their union (which 
is of divine origin) to hb tender afiectidh. The 
Christian wife also must love her husband, mJtKtf!- 
account of the superiority of his understnding, thr 
applause he receives, the hcmour of his condition, or 
the love he has for herself, but in obedience to thef^ 
will of God, holy, just, and good, wliich requires her- 
to dwell in love with her husband, with whom she^ 
is become one person. Where conjugdlaffixticmisr 
not thus secured by conscience towards God, a^ 
thousand unforeseen accidents may raise a storm of 
contaition ; and some bitter expressions may^scape^ 
in the heat of passicm, which will eat as does a can** 
ker, consumingalLc^ijoyment of the marriage state^^ 
if they do n^t cause m open si^fi^mtion. >> 
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linibtod^ and wives, <m the oontraiy, governed 
bf the authority wd love of Christ, will be strongly 
united in the common source of their felicity, and 
the object of their highest adoration ; for here they 
find a constant unalterable reason for mutual esteem 
and love* 



SUNDAY XXXV. 
CHAP. XXXV. 

The Christia0's Duty in the marris^e Stati. 

^S ^ ground of dffixtion between Christian hvm)^ 
bands and wives must he ^[nritual, so must the ex* 
wesstons and proofe of it. To be solicitous only 
Ilk procuring a comfortable provision tor your wife^ 
tbfU she may not be left destitute or dependent, whea 
your diligenoe or frugality mig^t prevent it, is the 
alfection every man must feel, who is not sunk be- 
math a brute. On the odier hand, the wife may 
express love to her husband by a most discreet 
mdnagement of the &mily, by cheerfully doing her 
utmost for its welfare, and by studying to make his 
IHe and home agreeable, yet be void of the least savi- 
our of .Christian knowledge. Mutual and earnest 
endeavours to please each other are often found 
where the parties doa thousand diings in open defi«» 
ance of God's authority, and, instead of meek re^ 
nionstrance, or disapproving silence on either side^ 
ttiey remain very well satisfied with each other's 
conduct. A perfidious sort of love this is, though 
•xery where prevalent. A confederacy against the 
truth wd government ci God, by which diey 

I I 
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8t]x:^gthen one another in unbelief and profenendas, 
and are prineipal instruments of each otl^r's endless 
niisery. 

In a manner quite the rererse, will the affection of 
Christian husbands and wives for each other be dis- 
covered. Their spiritual good will be a chief and 
mutual concern. They will be tender-hearted in* 
spectors of each other's conduct, meekly correcting 
errors, which unnoticed would have struck root, or 
pointing out faults before they are confirmed into ha- 
bits. They will converse together on the power, the 
glory, the mightiness of God's kingdom, to increase 
their knowledge of his excellency, and love of his 
name. They will prompt each other to holy vigi- 
lance, and a diligent care and labolir to please God, 
and encourage that sort of acquaintance and inti- 
mates, whose principles, sentiments, and tempers, 
are animating and exemplary. As the nuptial union 
gives the parties much influence to be either greatly 
serviceable or hurtful to each other's eternal inter- 
ests, they must look upcm themselves as bound in 
conscience to use all tlieir weight :^ainst the corrup- 
tions of the heart, against pride, unbelief, and worldly 
lusts, through which their salvation is most endan- 
gered. 

Thus, with unspeakable advantage, Christian 
husbands and wives prove the spiritual nature of 
their conjugal affecticHi: sure to find it equally con- 
stant in youth and age, sickness and health, indi- 
gence or plenty, lasting as their abode together, and 
redounding to their advancement in eternal glory af- 
ter death. 

True believers in Christ are the only persons capa- 
ble of dwelling in the mutual exercise of such spirit- 
ual and permanent affection ; since they only confess 
their innate depravity, and, under aii humbling stnse 
of th(;ir viict^ei^s, ube wiih success the m«ans of 
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grace." They know how to persevere in importunate 
praj er for the remission of each other's sins, for 
daily supplies of strength against temptations, and 
help imder various infirmities. These their devout 
sentiments and practices prove a fruitful source of 
mutual endearment ; they forcibly impress upon 
them both the idea that they are connected by no- 
bler ties than those of wedlock, that they are chil- 
dren of one heavenly Father, servants of one graci- 
ous Lord, members of his body, and heirs together 
of the grace of life. 

A full persuasion of a common interest in such 
inestimable privileges is of powerful influence to 
unite even strangers to each other, at first view, in 
the bonds of friendship ; and can instantly create de- 
light in each other's company and welfare. Judge 
then the efficacy of this knowledge, when increased 
and enlivened by daily prayer. It is a prevention of 
indifference to each other, and both persuades and 
inclines to love fervently. 

We may observe also, that satiety often proves the 
bane of conjugal affection. The parties grow insipid 
to each other upon more acquaintance ; the husband 
becomes more reserved, or the m ife loses her vivaci- 
ty ; in either case they are weary of each other. But 
the spiritual life of believers in Jesus prevents this 
satiety. An infinite grandeur in the objects of their 
common faith, the importance of their nuptial union 
with respect to them, joined to mutual desire of ob- 
taining salvation, will not suffer that stagnation to 
take place in the married state, which otherwise fre- 
quently follows. 

Further, strife and contention often first cool, 
and then destroy conjugal 'affection ; but the de. 
▼out exercises, in which real Christians constantly 
engage, effectually prevent this melancholy estrange- 
ment from each other; Should variance in any dc- 
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gree arise, they ore checked thejr ftre fthftrply u|i- 
braided in their own consciences ; they have botii 
offended and grieved their best friend : Before his 
throne of grace they Bre to appear, where they la» 
ment their failings, and beg their trespasses may nat 
be imputed, but forgiven, as they for^ve cveiy of- 
fence against themsdves : Hence they find it easy to 
make merciful allowances to each other : to div^ 
the blame, instead of placing it all to one side, as 
|>ride and self-will prompt men to do, thus inSamin^ 
the quarrel. With unfeigned self^abajsement they 
will c(»(tfess thdr depravity, from Which they are so 
ready to kindle into rage^ where Christian patienM 
would scarcely be moved. By these concessi(»i8t 
contention ceases Soon,' and fit>m mutual sdf^con- 
demnation arises a desire of greater vigibuice to 
guard against passion, and more earnest prayer to 
be kept for the future in harmony and love. 

Though the vehement fondness, therefbre, Am* 
each other, which usually precedes the nuptial 
union, and fidurishte for & time after it, may wear 
off, yet the married pair, who, in the scripture- 
phrase, are joined togedier in the Lord, may be 
sure a solid tender afiection will ever remain ; an af- 
fection true and refined, sufficient to produce sub*^ 
stantkl comfort, and ripenmg miyre and more as they 
improve themselves in every divine attainment. 

Besides mutual fidelity and love, the comram 
duty of both parties in the conjugal state, tibere tfre 
some offices peculiar to the hi^band, otl^ to the 
wife ; and the conscientious discharge of tfiese res« 
pectively will be strictly regarded by the fiulhfol in 
Christ Jesus. 

The husband's peculiar province is to govern : 
** For the husband is the head of the wife, eve» as 
Christ is the head of the church," £{4ks. v. When 
the husband^ theiefore, ceasea to presidei •giving uf^ 
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hi» antliority to the wife, he tniii^;re88es no Ja» th^i 
amilitary officer, who should sumeiuier the honour of 
bis coounand to the unpertinent intrusion of his in- 
^^or. But then as the head hath no interest distinct 
fipom the other parts of tl^ body, nor any advantage 
averthem (unless the care of direction, and providing 
for them be one), so the husband has no interest se- 
parate from his wife. The authority intrusted in his 
hands by our God b designed for the directi(Mi and 
wel&re of the wife ; it never, th^^ore, can be exer- 
cised by a husband who fears God, but to this excd- 
knt end. Never with arbitrary dominion, as tyrants 
tttle slaves ; but with such a benign influence, as the 
soul exerts over the body : for the command to the 
Christian church is, ^' So ought husbands to love 
their wives, even as their own bodies. He that lov- 
•di hb wife^ loveth himself, for no man ever yet hat- 
ed his own flesh, but loveth it, and nouri^th it,^ 
even as the L(ml the diurch.'* So that the authori- 
ty lodged with the husband, by being managed ac- 
cording to the appointed onkr^ instead of proving 
burdensome or uneasy to the wife, shall become a 
source of grrater peace and good to both. 

Another peculiar branch of the husband's duty, is 
to furnish hb wife with things necessary and con- 
venient, according to his rank in life. He must ex- 
press alacrity in letting her share the advantages he 
possesses, and convince her he receives pleasure in 
seeing her use, within the limits of Chrbtian mode- 
sation, hb abundance. 

The peculiar duty of the wife, which every real 
Christian from conscience towards God wiU observe, 
b to aid and comfort her husband in the midst of 
hfs busmess and labour. The good management 
of a family b a thing quite di&rent from making 
provision for it The former, in general, depends 
9l)iefly upon the wife; the latter is the husband's 
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province. In this mans^r the labours of fife arc di* 
vided ; and if either nt^ect their respective duty, 
much loss and confusion will follow, which marriage 
was designed to prevent. 

A Christian wife, therefw^, will not conform to 
corrupt custom, and affect to be above the care of 
her family, as if she was made only to dress, visit,, 
or, like a picture, be admired. . She will look well 
to the ways of her household, and not eat the bread 
of idleness. She will give her husband a solid testi*-* 
mony of her affection for him, by being careful to 
see his income, or the fruit of his labour, is not ex- 
travagantly consumed for want of female inspection: 
at home. 

- A second instance of duty peculear to the wife, 
is obedience to her husband. When our common 
mother sinned through vahi desire of being as the 
gods, she not only failed of the very end at which 
she aimed, but her proud desire of preeminence was 
made a reason of degrading her. ** And thy desire 
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee," 
Gen. iii. Whenever, therefore, the wife aflfects to 
rule, or refuses to submit to the authority of her 
husband, she resists the ordinance of God ; she ex- 
alts herself, in contempt of the divine decree pub- 
lished immediately after Eve's transgression, and 
confirmed again by the Holy Ghost. "As the 
church is subject to Christ" (acknowledging and sub- 
mitting to his authority, though contrary to natural 
inclination), " so let the wives be to their own hus- 
bands in every thing." In every instance, where 
the command, of the husband does not contradict the 
command of God, the wife is obliged to comply, and 
witliout a murmur give up her own will. 

If it be urged, that the wife has frequently more 
understanding and ability to govern than the hus- 
band, and on this account ouglu to be excused from 
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living in subjection, the answer is obvious : she hath 
liberty to use her superior wisdom in giving counsel, 
and producing such reasons as are proper to correct 
a mistaken judgment. But if her advice is not ac- 
cepted, subjection is her duty ; for if more than 
to give advice was allowed on account of greater 
wisdom, authority would then be founded on supe- 
riority of understanding; a notion big with confu- 
sion. For suppose a servant, as is often the fact, 
endued with more capacity, and grace too, than his 
master, would it not te insuflferable insolence, should 
he urge this as a reason for refusing to be any longer 
under control, which, on another account, was in- 
disputably his duty, viz. Jrom his station in life? 
An attempt, therefore, to gain the ascendency is an 
attempt to subvert the order which the sovereign 
Giver of all wisdom has appointed. Base return for 
his bounty ! The Christian rule is positive against 
such an usurping spirit : the command is, *> Let the 
wife see that she reverence her husband.'* In op- 
position to natural pride, let her carefully check the 
first desire to have her own will, and see she be not 
wanting in submission ; for this behaviour is most 
becoming a woman professing godliness. Let her\ 
rt member that God, the author of the marriage state; ^ 
has appointed this subordination. 

Such are the excellent tempers which husbands 
and wives must possess, and the extent of that duty 
which they must practice. 

It often happens that one of the parties is brought 
to the knowledge of Christ, whilst the other remain* 
in unbelief and bitter prejudice against the life anfl 
power of godiiness. In this case, much of the coin. 
fort the nuptial union should produce must be loit. 
Here, instead of assisting each other in their noble 
endeavours to please God, the believing husband or 
wife will find a severe cross in the idle discourse, 
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vain companyi a])4 ^w pursuits in which the uii'^ 
believing party can only take pleasure. Yet, in this, 
trying situation, the power of fiuth will display itself 
to great advantage ; it will produce an invincible 
meekness, and a patient expectation in love, that 
God peradventure may give repentance, to the ac* 
knowledgment of the truth. It will excite to greater 
circumspection in behaviour, that the mind di^iffect- 
ed to the truth and service of Gfbd may be won over; 
it will excite frequent and earnest prayer, that, being 
already united by wedlock, they may become also 
one spirit in the Lord; a prayer frequently answered* 



SUNDAY XXXVI. 

CHAP. XXXVI. 
The natural Dxxty cf Parents and Childretu 

1 HE nearest connexion, after the nuptial unioni 
and often springing from it, is that between parents 
and their children. From this relation, parents are 
indispensably obliged to provide for their eternal 
wel£aLre. And all real Christians will |;ive greflt 
attention to this matter. They are required to do 
60. " These words,^' saith the Lord, " which 1 com- 
mand thee this day, shall be in thine heart, and thou 
«halt teach them diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when diou sittest in thy house, 
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up, Deut. vi. God 
established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a 
l&w hi Israel, which he commanded our fathers that 
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tKcy should make them known to their children, that 
die generation to come might know them, even the 
children which should be bom ; who should arise 
and declare them to their children, that they might 
sfet their hope in God, and not forget the works of 
God, but keep his commandments." Thus em- 
phatically does scripture enjoin parents to bring up 
their children " in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord,'^ as the grand means of preserving the know^ 
ledge of God, his works, and truth, amongst men. 

This injunction is solemnly acknowledged by the 
covenant into which Christians enter their children^ 
almost as soon as they are bom. In the ordinance 
of baptism, they vow to educate them in the service^ 
and for the honour of their Maker and Redeemer ; 
or, if they do not answer in person for their children, 
they choose friends who solemnly engage to join with 
t})pm in seeing their children prc^erly instructed ; 
and by negligence in doing this duty, a religious 
rite, which undoubtedly claims God our Saviour 
for its author, is tumed into a wOTthless ceremony. 

Natural affection also must influence to take much 
psuns for the salvation of their children. They know 
the worth of the immortal soul, otherwise they are 
not Christians, but infidels. If then they neglect 
the cultivation of its &culties, desirous only to pro^* 
vide a temporal subsistence, their affection is not 
rational or Christian ; it is no higher than bears and 
wolves feel for their young. A rational, a Christian 
love for their children, iBctates such sentiments as 
follow. These tender plants, sprung from our- 
selves, possess capacities of knowii^, servings lov- 
ing God, and enjoying the vision of hijn for ever. 
If their capacities are not improved to this high- 
est ofid, their existence^ instead of a blessing, wiB 
turn out an insupportable curse. Our love for them 
9iakes us think no pains or cost too great to heal 
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them when sick, and provide for their present weB- 
being. But what avails it to secure them (were we 
able) from the transient evils of sickness, pain, and 
poverty, if woes of endless duration are to be then- 
final portion ? What avails the most ardent affec- 
tion, which reaches only to the mortal part, if all that 
lieth in our power is not done, that, after passing 
through the present short-lived scene, they may- 
enter eternity in the favour of God? 

Where there is any conviction of the certainty of 
the world to come, a small degree of natural affec- 
tion will powerfully and constantly suggest thoughts 
of this kind, and be followed with oorrespondent 
care in the education of their offspring. But all 
Christian parents clearly see the realities of the eter- 
nal world , they strongly feel their unspeakable im- 
portance ; and such love have they to God and man, 
that, was their power equal to their kind regards, 
there should not remain upon the earth one rebel 
against his Maker. They are grieved to see any 
perishing, whilst Jesus, mighty to save, and merci- 
ful to psuxion, is ready to receive, with open arms, 
all who will come to him for life. 

With what stronger force must this benevolent 
spirit work toward their own offspring ! How ac- 
tive must they be to secure their spiritual welfere, 
which, from paternal love, must be their chief con- 
cem? 

Besides, it is the duty of parents, in the first 
place, to teach their children the knowledge of God 
and his word, because they have the charge of 
forming them, while they are in the fittest state to 
receive and to retain good impressions. Should they 
neglect this noble opportunity of seasoning their 
minds with the truth of divine revelation, so profita- 
ble to all men, every future method of instruction, 
or means of grace, will in general fail •f having a 
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good el^t For children very soon and naturally 
conclude, that what their parents never mention, or 
earnestly inculcate, can be of little advantage to them. 
If they have never been taught to consider the glori- 
ous majesty of God, the absolute dependence of 
every living thing upon him, his rich bounty and 
mercies towards us all, they will attend public wor- 
ship in as much ignorance as Pagans bow down be- 
fore their dumb idols ; and with an offensive levity 
and profanencss, which Pagans do not. What 
m^-e babbling also must their prayers in secret be 
(if they are directed to pray at all), since they have 
never been instructed in the nature of sin, or the 
worth of the soul ; never been taught to observe how 
great is human weakness and depravity, on which 
the need of prayer and divine grace are founded f 
What an invincible obstacle, humanly speaking, 
must be found in the hearts of young people against 
receiving the gospel, where natural ignorance, pride, 
self-will, and unbelief, have been suffered to strength- 
en, by their parents' criminal neglect? Nay, even 
afflictions and misfortunes in the ramily, the death of 
dear relations or intimate friends, generally lose their 
effixt, where no care has been taken in the educa-. 
lion oi children. These awakening calls, sent from 
God to lead men to repentance, and to consider their 
transgressions, wherein they have exceeded, make 
no useful impression on minds never accustomed to 
advert to God their Maker, Governor, and Judge. 
It is true, (adored be his free grace, and the pow-» 
cr of his spirit), some children utterly neglected, and 
even depraved to the last degree by their wicked 
parents, are daily brought ta the knowledge of 
Christ. Nevertheless, the prevalence of open pro- 
faneness, and of senseless formality in religion, may 
be traced up, as to its springs, in parents utterly 
neglecting their children, and must be answered for 
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bjr di^m. This suggests loiother tiotive, wfatdi 
should engage the study and labour of parents in 
promoting the salvation of their children. The 
Lord God takes particular notice of their bdiaviour 
in this matter* Hear the high commendation of 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, and the friend <rf 
Ood. '^ The Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham 
the thing which I do, seeing that Abraham sImU 
surely become a great and mighty nation, and aU 
the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 
For I know Mm, that he will command his duldrep 
and his household after him." There were manf 
shining excellencies in his character ; but God se* 
lects that in which he took peculiar delight, i^miog 
it, together with a repeated promise of Chrisl^ 
" That Abraham would, above all things, regard 
the religious education of his children, and Hit 
}ionour of God in bringing tficm up for his service." 
On the other hand , how very awful is the scrip* 
ture account of the indignation Ood manife^ 
against parents who neglect their cluldren. Though 
Eli was not without the knowledge and feu* td God 
in some measure himself; yet, because his sons 
made themselves vile, and h&restramed them not; 
only mildly reproving, when he should have rebuk-* 
ed with all authority ond severity ; only expressiag 
disapprobation, when h^ should have warned them 
at their peril to penist in their evil ways, and, upoa 
their obstinate refusal to obey, have executed uiKn 
diem the law : for this ci^me, he is first brandeo as 
an accessary in their iniquity, ^' as kicking at the 
sacrifice of God, and honouring his scms above 
him.'' Then a terrible doom is denounced upQQ 
hk family ; they are to be degraded ttom their most 
honourable office ; they are to be cut ofi* from the 
altar, and the iniquity of his house is tiever to te 
purged. ^'From them that honoitt* me^'' sftithtlif 
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Lord, ^* I will honour, and they that despise me 
irtiall be lightly esteemed." 

From this affecting contrast in the characters of 
Abraham and of EUi^ judge how much parents are 
tonoemed diligently to train up their children in the 
knowledge of God. 

Further, the ccmdition in which they are born 
lays a strong obligation upon parents to do all in their 
power to promote their salvation. What compas- 
sion is due to them ! They are bom wholly dis- 
tempered. Do not you see how much grief, anger, 
knd vexation they feel, even in their childhood, from 
natural stubbornness, passion, envy, pride, and seL- 
ishness ? Do you not know what these disorders 
portend ; what greater troubles and severer conflicts 
await them ; what frequent and more cutting vexa- 
tions they are to meet with, unless these violent and 
baleful passions are subdued? Are you not conscious 
that the lattent seeds of various lust in their hearts 
1;nll by time and occasion grow up, ripen, and 
bring forth in abundance every evil work, unless 
preventive methods are, in childhood, seasonably 
applied by those who have authority over them ? 
Can you consider all this, and neglect to bring them, 
bi the arms of faith and prayer, to the physician of 
die soul ? Can you be satined, nature should have 
its course without discipline, without laying salutary 
restraints upon diem, witlKmt repeating to them a 
thousand times, in all affisction and earnestness, how 
much ^y need, and ought to seek, his power and 
grace, who came to save the lost ? 

Was a parent to desert his child in a wilderness 
infested with ravenous beasts, or full of covered pits, 
n^Kn his presence, counsel, and experience might 
hftvc' given protection, would not his barbarity 
diock every humane mind ? But do you, O parent, 
fict la g more tender m^nner^ who leave your child 
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to Walk through a woAd full of enticing ofaye6ts, 
smiling only to enslave, and where subtle malicious 
foes lie in ambush to destroy? To pass through 
such a world, without the light of faith, the defence 
of God, the influence of his Spirit ; ignorance of the 
foundation of justice, truth, sobriety, chastity, and 
a Christian life ; in what strength they must be prac- 
tised ; why so absolutely required, and what irre- 
parable loss follows the violation of these duties to 
the last A young man or woman entering upon the 
stage of life, in ignorance of these things, b as a 
child deserted by its unnatural parent in me howling 
desert, and not more likely to escape destruction. 

Again, was you, O parent, to abandon your child 
to poverty, or see him hastening to a jail, andan in^ 
famous death, yet use no pains to reclaim him from 
his courses, how could you excuse your conduct ? 
Be not deceived ; you are doing so in eflfcct, whilst 
you despise their souls, and neglect deeply to impress 
them with a sense of their duty. For go now, and 
ask confined debtors what deprived them of sweet 
liberty, their family and society of their labours (a 
few cases only excepted), the answer from that place 
of wretchedness would be this : No cruel rigour of 
our creditors, or losses unavoidable, but headstrong 
passions, unchecked by the fear of God, which was 
never instilled in our childhood, brought us to this 
shameful house of our prison. Our parents were 
first accessary to our ruin. Some of them have liv- 
ed to see it, and been tortured by self*accusation on 
our account. Amidst all other instances of their 
love for us, the grand one was still wanting ; they 
took no pains to give conscience authority, by teach* 
ing us God's work. This would have made us 
tremble at those sins, which have destroyed our 
peace, our character, our substance, and leave us 
no hope of a better condition in the world to come, 
than we have in this. 
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Consider, O parents, wkh yourselves, how would 
you be able to bear such a charge from them, who 
w^^ intrusted of God to your care, that you might 
early instil into their minds the principles of the 
Christian faith, and guide them into the paths of 
righteousness. 

But should there be parents so hardened in pro- 
fane principles, .as not to regard what becomes of 
their offspring after death, provided they prosper 
in this world, let them hear once more (whether 
they will believe it or no), the day is coming, when 
Aey must see their relation to their children was con- 
stituted for much higher ends than to secure them 
•any worldly advantages, or to keep them from pov- 
erty and want. Then, what agony will be felt, when 
4:hildren call out for justice on their infidel parents, 
imputing, in some measure, to their cruelty, the 
everlasting miseries which are come upon them? 
They kept the dreadful danger out of sight, they 
suffered their passions to rule, they joined in extoll- 
ing pleasure, riches, honour, and power; but never 
exposed the mischief, infamy, and ruin, inseparable 
from obsdnate disobedience to God. How insuf- 
ferable the anguish, when children, with bitter 
imprecations, will rage against their father and mo- 
tlKr, and curse the day in which they were horn to 
them i bom finally to aggravate their misery, by 
perishing all together ! 

The united force of these various obligations and 
heart-afo:ting considerations should make all Chris- 
tian parents do what lies in their power to prepare 
their offspring to receive the truth of God, in the use 
of those methods on which they may expect hh 
Messing. 
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SUNDAY XXXVIL 
CHAP. XXXVII. 

The same Subject continued. 

The duty of all Christian pafents to iastruct their 
children in the knowledge of God has be^i laid be*- 
fore you. But as the capacities of men differ no 
less dian their condition, it is accordingly the duty 
of some, and what will undoubtedly be required at 
their hands, to bestow more time and pains en tlu3 
matter than others are capable of doing, though evar 
so desirous. 

Poor people will discharge their duty to their cWl* ^ 
dren by correcting them, from their infancy, for 
stubbornness and quarrelling, for lying, using bad 
words, for pilfering in the least degree, and for every 
mark of a cruel disposition ; by frequently telling 
them, it is a good and gracious God who gives their 
parents strength to earn food for them ; that his eyes 
are in every place, beholding the evil and the good, 
that he may give to every one according to his do^ 
ings, when he shall judge the world ; that tt^ ^onU 
ous God will ever love, bless, and comfort thoso 
who fear and love him, and their fellow creatures ; but 
will punish, withinccmoeivable pains, all the ungod- 
ly, for doing the tilings, and living in the% tempers, 
which he hates, and hsiih forbidden. 

Every poor day-labourer, who loves God, has it 
farther inhis power to teach his children to pray morn- 
ing and evening; to tell them the Bible is the word 
of God, which must judge them, and all Christians, 
and which they must obey and love ; to carry them 
to church on the Lord's day, and keep them from 
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pro&mQg it When these things are enforced by 
good example, there is little doubt but the children 
of the poor will, in general, be much restrained ; 
they will have a conscience well informed, and tread 
in the steps of their poor, but right honourable pa* 
rents ; and where so little time can be spared from 
hard and continual labour, and the understanding be 
so little improved, this, I apprehend, may be es- 
teemed a full discharge oi their duty towards their 
children, whilst they are very young. 

When years have ripened their minds, all who be- 
lieve in J^sus, however poor, will be able to enlarge 
their instructions which they give to them : they 
will assure them, their own consciences never were 
purged from guilt, till they depended on the atone* 
ment made on the cross, and pleaded that alone for 
their pardon before God ; that they have obtained 
victory over their own wickedness, and violent tem- 
pers, m his strength and power ; that they have been 
preserved in mucl) peace from worthy fears and 
anxiety fen* their br^, by seeking, in the first place, 
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and by 
casting all their care upon him» 

In the middle ranks of life^ a better education 
qualifies parents to go much be]H)nd the poor in this 
important matter. Such persons, therefore, mu^ 
not only use the methods of instruction above men- 
tioned to form in their children a love for truth, jus- 
tice, and mercy, a desire to serve and please God, 
but study ^ make divine knowledge pleasant to 
them. This maybe done with great success by 
using not books so much as outward objects and par- 
ticular occurrences, which will give a body and sul>- 
stance to religious truths ; and, by proper attention, 
a most a^eable variety of instances may be chosen, 
which will take in the several grand branches of di« 
vine knowledge. 
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To explain my idea at large ; the first thing it 
which all children should be thoroughly instructed 
is, that God is good and gracious^ and the eaftb fiiU 
of his goodness. To imprint deeply this delightftit 
truth, point out to them, in die spring, the whote 
country arrayed in beauty, and covered with the 
bounty erf God : tell them, they art his clouds which 
diop fatness ; that it is his sun which imparts geniaA 
warmth to make the ground produce its fruits ; that 
he causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb 
for the service of man, and giveth bread to strength* 
en man's heart, and oil and wine to make him of a 
cheerful countenance : tell them, that could they see 
the vast extent of divine goodness, th^ would see 
innumerable myriads in heaven above, m the earth 
beneath, in the waters under the earth, ail sustained 
by him alone. In autumn, when the fields are filled 
with standing sheaves of com, and trees bend u»- 
dcr their load of fruit, draw aside the veil of ignor* 
ance, and fix their attention upon God, the invisible^ 
yet sole Author of all the plenty around them. 

In winter, frequent oppinrtunities occur of bring, 
ing the elements to bear witness to their Maker's 
glory. When frost hardens the earth as iron, and 
congers the flowmg stream into solid ice, shew 
your children how passive the whole creation lies in 
the hand of its Maker. When the intense cold is 
distressing, and icy particles, like darts, pain our 
frail body, that we are scarcely able to stami before 
them, point out the sudden change of the scene ; m. 
an instant *^he bloweth with his wind, and die wa- 
ters flow again.'* And when his snow covers the 
iiice of the earth, and seals men up in their dwelling ; 
kadthem toolwerve how suddenly at his word it 
dissolves, having answered the benevolent purpose 
for which it was sent. Pursuing the same method, 
when you have told your children of the ext^eeding 
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gpieat power of God, and what a dr^dful thing it is 
to fall into his hands, repeat the salutary instruction 
when bis thunder has shaken your dwelling, and the 
arrpws of his lightning have passed before their eyes, 
or when his tempestuous wind has left in the nei^- 
bourhood some traces of its rjge. Then is the timcy 
with a pleasing, yet sdemn air, to assure them that 
fire and vapour, snow and hail, storm and tempest, 
wild as they seem to us, move only as God appoints 
dieir course, with more exactness than the best train- 
ed troops obey the signal of their commander ; that 
though the earth should be moved, and the hills be 
carried into the midst of the sea, the Lord of Hosts 
is with his obedient people, the God of Jacob is 
their reftige. 

Thus> by pointing out to your children the invisi^ 
|>]e God, working in all these most sensible changes, 
aiid furnishing th^r minds with sublime scriptures, 
in which he asserts his own immediate absolute do« 
punion over fire and water, earth and air, men and 
angels, you will make his creation the great book 
<^ instruction. By this method of teaching, the 
truth has a body and a substance. And though they 
would feel it an irksome task to get a catechism by 
heart, and would yawn over a mere lesson in divi« 
mty, they will clearly a{^rehend, and hear with en- 
tertainment, a description of the wisdom, power, and 
goodness of God, exemplified before their eyes. 
L^tures of this kind, repeated not too frequently, 
(lest they should surfeit children, a thing greatly to 
be guarded against), but at such intervals as 
these various aj^^earances occur, will early form 
your children to adore their great Creator, and im« 
piress them with a sense of his presence and agency 
in every place. Thus, in the most rational manner, 
and in obedience to your Maker's command, you 
wiUtaUtof Ittmi and his wcnrks, and truth, ^^whea 
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you go out, and when you come in, when you sit 
down, and when you rise up." 

Another truth, early and often to be inculcated, 
which young children are able to understand, and 
will feel, is, that sleep, health, and strength, are the 
gifts of God. And this you will make indisputable, 
by taking an opportunity of carrying them to the 
bedside of a brother, sister, or playmate, when sick 
and in pain. Immediately after the visit, tell them 
you waited for this opportunity to convince them of 
the truth they have been taught, that it is God who 
maketh sick and maketh well. This instruction will 
have more weight, upon their own recovery fi-om 
languishing disease and pain, to the enjc^ment of 
health and strength. 

It is no less useftil to teach children that life and 
death are, like sickness and pain, the appointment of 
God. The time to realize this truth is, when the 
awful report is just brought to their ears, that a ser- 
vant, friend, or neighbour, well known to your chil- 
dren,isdead. Then the circumstances of the deceas- 
ed immediately before death, the advice of physicians 
without any benefit, the grief of friends and reh- 
tions, are all to be urged as sensible proofs that God 
Jtaketh away our breath in infancy, youth, or riper 
years, just as he sees fit, and that none can ddiver 
out of his hands. 

At the same time, you should be mindftil to tell 
your children what the news they have heard, Stich 
a one is deady means. Then assure them, that to 
die is to pass out of a changing world into one un- 
changeable, to be happy or miserable in a degree in- 
conceivable, according to what the deceased has been 
and done; that to the unbelieving, proud, and 
wicked, whether rich or poor, kings or beggars, 
death is the beginning of sorrows ; but to every orte 
who has lived wd believed in th)e Lord Jesus Christ, 
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it is- the translation of the soul to the perfecrtion of 
holiness and joy for ever more. 

Should it please God to bring your own children 
into apparent danger of death, yet spare them, you 
must not omit telling them how you felt their pain, 
and hung over their bed with tears, but could give 
-them no relief; how you made your prayer to God, 
by whose power alone they were healed : Or should 
cither of you, their parents, be brought back from 
Ae borders of the grave to embrace your offspring, 
then is the season to impress their minds with a con- 
viction, that the Lord of life and death hath recover- 
ed you in tender mercy, to be still the guide of their 
youth, their affectionate counsellor, and best earth- 
ly friends. This has a powerful tendency to work 
upon their gratitude, and lead them to love the name 
of the Lonl, who is kind to them in a matter so 
greatly affecting their wel&re. 



SUNDAY XXXVIII. 

CHAP. XXXVIII. 

On the Education of -Children. 

1 HE methods of instruction pointed out above 
should be used, and the several grand truths above 
mentioned diould be inculcated by the time they 
have retched to the age of fourteen. After this 
period, they are generally capable of perceiving the 
force of tl^ capital arguments upon which a Chris- 
tian life is to be supported against all opposition 
from without or within. Now, their faculties arc 
able also to receive those important doctrines, which 
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few can understand before. It follows^ thei^fore^ 
that if parents are spared tilJ they see their offj^pring* 
so far advanced, duty now requires of them^ and 
they will be exceedingly criminal, should they neg- 
lect to inculcate the absolute obligation lying upoi^ 
us to love God, to dtlight in his word and service ; 
the folly, weakness, misery, and sin of peevishness, 
discontent, passion, pride, envy, revenge, lewdnesSj^ 
or a worldly, selfish, covetous spirit 

By this time, also, your children will have com-* 
mitted so many faults, have been so often corrected, 
or sharply rebuked for them, and only rcstnuned, 
contrary to natural inclination, from conmiitting 
more and greater, that you will have various aM. 
strong proofs to convince them they are totally cor-i 
rupt m their nature, disaffected to the government 
and will of God, and full of vile propensities. Now 
produce the scripture character of &llen man: ** The 
heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness 
is in their heart while they live, Wc all like sheep 
have gone astray, we have turned every one to his 
own way." 

To prove how truly they and their manners are 
thus described, tell them what vigilance, and care, 
and correction, and restraint have been used with 
them from their infancy, to conquer their innate , 
evil, and incline therfl to love God and man. Then 
appeal to their consciences, whether after all they do 
not find vile tempers ready to get the mastery, though 
tliey dare not suffer them to break out, for fear of 
your displeasure. Whilst you are thus unanswer- 
ably proving their base spirit, you must do it with 
tender love, lest, by seeming to upbraid, their pride 
should be inflamed, and their prejudice increased 
against the truth. And the use you are immediately 
to make of this discovery, is to prove to them thq 
great need of a Redeemer. For after having made 
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a evident, as thej^ cannot deny, that in a thousand 
instances they have done presumptuously what God 
hath forbidden, and taken pleasure in so doing ; after 
proving the complication of folly, injustice, ingrati- 
tude, and rebellion against God, which has been ia 
their conduct ; they will easily set the all-important 
conclusion, that it did not become him, by whom 
are alt things, and for whom are all things, to pardon 
such sinful creatures, and bring them to glory with- 
out an atonement, which should remain, not only in 
time, but through all eternity, a demonstration of 
his infinite abhorrence of sin, whilst he was giving 
salvation to men ruined by it ; that without shedding 
of biood there could be no remission, nor any other 
way than through Christ xrucified, for the wisdom, 
justice, and mercy of God, to obtain a joint triumph 
ill the salvation of man. 

Now also is the time to explain to them the great 
things revealed in scripture ; that the Redeemer is 
God, though he dwelt amongst men in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, and died on the cross, that all who 
believe in him might be pardoned, sanctified, and 
saved ; that no morality or religion (where the gos- 

Eel is proclaimed) can be acceptable to the Father, 
owever men extol it, which is not practised in en- 
tire dependence upon Christ the Mediator. 

One point more your children are now very capa- 
ble of understanding from holy writ, viz. their in- 
ability, without the grace of God, to live as his word 
absolutely requires. Observe to them how often 
they have broken their resolutions, acted against 
their strongest convictions, been sorry for so doing, 
alrove earnestly to make themselves better, and yet 
were constantly defeated, still only the more en- 
tingled, vexed, and guilty in their own eyes. Tell 
them, this always is and must be the case till the 
Spirit of .God is implored, and their whole confidence 
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placed in his power and influence : that God» kn0wi^ 
ing our weakness, has commanded us to ask and 
seek for his teaching, guidance, and defence. Desire 
them to make the experiment ; to have done with 
placing any dependence on vows, promises^ and 
good resolutions; to pray, as creatures without 
strength, and utterly depraved, for the Spirit of God; 
and conclude with assuring them, that in this very 
manner you yourself make application for power to 
lead a Christian life, and succeed. 

Christian parents, who have had a liberal educa^ 
tion, ought certainly to use many other methods 
with their children when advancing towards man- 
hood, in order to form their principles and practice 
according to the word of God. At this season of 
life, it will be of admirable use to remark upon crimi- 
nals doomed to an ignominious death. Let your 
children often hear that these enormous o£Fenders, in 
general, were early despisers of God's word, his Son, 
and grace ; therefore their sins soon grew to an hor- 
rid size. Help them to trace the gay pleasure-loving 
young woman from her first ^Uslike of seriousness 
and religion, to the loss of her honour, her £riends» 
and all comfort : till her hands are imbrued in mur* 
dering the oiFspring of her lust. Point out to them 
the robber, thief, perhaps assassin in embryo, in the 
youth of high spirit, ii^ected with the leprosy of 
lewdness, a passion for gaming, or a proud de^rc 
of appearing above his equals. Mark out to them 
the effects of self-will, from its impatience of control 
under tutors and parents, at last delivering up the 
man of sense, education, and fashion, to be hanged 
like a dog. 

It is incumbent upon you, in this alarming num- 
ner, not only to warn your children against passion, 
lust, and extravagance, but to persuade them, those 
only are safe, and kept from the violent tyranny of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



eOMPLETE DUTY OF MAN* 281 

^ftry lusty who believe in and call upon the Lord- 
Jesus Christ. In full proof of this truth, your know- 
ledge of the worid wiU put it in your power to name 
to diem mai^ examples, where fine parts are shame- 
fidly abused, and shining abilities rendered perni- 
cious in an high degree by lewdness, intemperance, 
or a proud impatient spirit. 

These detestable evils, be careful to assure your 
children, will generally prevail where Christian prin- 
ciples are negkcted; and that the Bible, imderstood 
and believed, is the only barrier against the ravages 
Which dn makes amongst men* This will work 
strongly in favour of true religion, and lead them 
highly to esteem it, not only as necessary to ever- 
lasting happiness in the next world, but as our best 
friend, and only certain protector from evil and ruin 
in this. 

The last method of instruction I shall mention of 
equal use with those above, is to remark to your 
children, now capable of observation, the amiable 
behaviour of real Christians. I suppose you are ac» 
quainted with some who justify their title to this 
glorious name. Observe to them the tranquillity of 
their countenance, and the modesty of their manners; 
bow free they are from passion and positiveness^ 
ill-natured wit, or conceit of any superiority in them- 
selves ; how far from despising those who are desti- 
tute of their advantages, either in understanding of 
education, birth or riches; how careful to avoid 
giving pain or uneasiness to any in their com^ 
pany. 

Still farther to exalt in their eyes the present ines- 
timable value of Christian knowledge, carry your 
children to see sincore Christians in the midst of 
their severest trials, and to hear the patient meek 
sufferers blessii^ God, under the pressure of all their 
troubles^ Theu: discourse, their very countenance 

If u 
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wiM edify, and convince thera that tftrc greMnett <£ 
mind, and invincftrfe courage in the evil day, arc 
the precious fruit of unfeigned faith in Cluist, who 
trains up all his disciples to a cheerful resigiuHioii 
and absolute suirender of themeelves to the h<% witl 
of God. 

And if an opportunity could be found of bring^(^ 
your child to the bedside of a departing ssAnt, this 
object would infinitely exceed die force of simple 
instruction. Your child would never fc^^t the 
composure and fortitude, the lively hope and consi>- 
lation painted on the very countenance of the Chris- 
tian ; nor his warm expressions of love, and gratis 
tude to the Saviour, for a heaven of peace withki, 
and assurance cf pardon, instead of gloomy thought 
and fo^eboding apprehensions, or stupid inaensibiiity 
to any future existence, the general case of dying 
men. 

All persons of rank or affluence, of education and 
learning, have it in their power to use these, and 
many oAer methods of the same nature, for the ad- 
vant^ of their offi^mg. And if you know and 
feel that the fevor of God is incomparably more than 
the praise of men, the happiness of eternity above 
the pleasures of time, and that there is o*ily one w^ 
to glory marked out by the word of God ; in di» 
case a constant attention to the eternal welfere of 
your children will be delightful. You will find yout 
labor of love not lost ; ymi will see consideraUe im- 
pn^ssions made upon their minds, and in general 
your prayers answered. 

But if, instead of this attention, you cm tt*e ciis- 
torn and fdfshion for your tule, consuming your leis- 
ure hotirs in setisual gratification, or silly amuse* 
ments, setting ap:^rt no time for the education of 
your chiMrcn in religious knoxvfctlge: if thev hear 
from you Tio cdiiicbt aicctuhiate ^xtii^ta^ioiu^, abof e 
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iH tfaii^ to love Ged, md serve him ; if they do 
not see yooi arc more concerned for their salvation, 
than for their prosperity and advancement here, 
jFOur co»diM:t is without excuse: your regard to 
scripture, whatever you pix&ss, worthless wd hy* 

E)critical ; your ^;norance q£ the excellency of Giod, 
s service, aod the only means (^ solid peace, 
afaamefuL 

Examine, therefore, and prove your faith by yoiur 
vorks. There is scarcely a clearer proof whom you 
aerve, God or Mammon, than this, the care you take 
for the salvation of your children, of your neglect of 
their souls* 

Further, it is a duty all parents owe their chil" 
dren, to inure them to industrt^^ to inspire them with 
a contempt and abhorrence of idleness, as the great 
corrupter of the human mind, and inlet to every 
vice. The poor must strongly insist upon their 
children's giving themselves dtUgently to work, not 
only as necessary to get their br^d, but as the only 
means of keeping them from pilfering and theft, 
from infamy and the gallows. The diildren of the 
rich stand in no less need of beiJ^ excited to in- 
dustrious application (tf thek time and talents. From 
their earliest years t!tiey should hear, it is not wealth, 
a ku^ esta^, or even nobility of birth, which can 
preserve them from being truly despicable and ma- 
Ugnant to mankind, unless they take pants to ac- 
^ire what will hnprove the mind, and give them 
abiUQr to perform the duty they owe to society ; that 
without love of employn^nt suited to their high sta- 
tion, they, like truant school-boys, must seek men 
as idle as themselves for company; and, to kill time, 
must be e^;er in the chace after foolish amusements, 
not above the size of a little school- boy's mind ; and 
even sink into all meanness, and the horrid wick- 
€4f)ess of a ilebauehed. Ufe^ to find in that sink their 
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chief pleasure. On the contrary, by love of study 
and fine writers, by being active and useful, by cul* 
tivating their advantages of station, they wUl never 
feel time a burden on their hands. They will be 
independent on a thousand trifles, which agitate and 
vex their equals. They will always be doing good, 
and be honorable in tifieir generation. These in- 
structions, enforced by the very conduct they incul- 
cate, will work mightily as an antidote to the intoxi- 
cating pride which wealth and grandeur naturally in- 
spire. They will readily then believe they were not 
bom only to please themselves. Exemplary conduct, 
I say, must enforce these precepts ; for, if the persons 
who give them violate them too, they can have 
no effect, because children must necessarily believe 
their parents judge that to be the way of pleasure and 
happiness in which they see them walk, because they 
do so out of choice ; and if they did not think it 
best, why should they choose it ? As it will, there- 
fore, appear cruel in parents to correct or reprove 
for tempers and practices their children learn from 
themselves, so it will be absurd to expect precept 
or reproctf should profit them, when the persons 
from whom they come are not under their in- 
fluence. 

After the welfare of the soul, and the improve- 
ment of the mind have been duly consulted, one at- 
tention more is necessary in parents, viz. to make 
provision for their child^n, sufficient, if they can, 
to enable them, by honest industry, or some liberal 
profession, to support themselves, and be useful 
members of society. For what can be more contra, 
ry to the feelings of parental love, than, by idleness 
or extravagance, to expose their offspring to pover- 
ty, or to force them to settle in a station of life much 
beneath that in which they were bom, a cause fre- 
cjuentljr of much venation to them> and a bitter cfis^ 
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appcnntment ^idiich few are able to bear. But widi 
regard to what may properly be called a provision, 
reason, not fashion ; the word of God, not blind af- 
fection, must determine. VVhai persons who were 
bom to no estate amass wealth with a design to raise 
their children above the wuit of any employment or 
profession, scanty must be their charities, and strong 
their love of money. Yet so far is opulence from 
being any real benefit to children, that (few instances 
excepted) it proves a corrupter of their hearts, a 
pander to their lusts, fixing them inhabits of vanity, 
cvtravagance, and luxury. 

The last duty I shall mention, which parents owe 
to their children, is to pray to God for them ; for 
tiioughthe methods of religious instruction mention- 
cd have a natural tendency to do much good, they 
cannot of themselves convert the heart to God. You 
may take all pains for this purpose, but still those 
who receive the Lord Jesus Christ are bom not of 
blood, nor of flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God. Therefore you must humbly and earnestly 
pray to him for success in your attempts, that, as the 
mhabitants oi the world are increased by your off- 
spring, an addition may be made by their names to 
the church of the living God, and the inhabitants of 
heaven. 
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SUNDAY XXXIX. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

Tbe Duty of CUldren towards their Ruwnts. 

IT is the duty of children to honour their parent^ 
by abstainii^ from erery thing tlmt may reasonably 
give them the least offence or disquiet Young 

Ejople, who have conscience towards God, will think 
s command, "Honour thy father and mother," 
worthy their strictest observance, and know that this 
respect paid to parents is well- pleasing unto the 
Lord, and his blessing is upon dutiful ctuldren. Oa 
the contrary, disobedience to parents is strongly 
marked as the just object of his displeasure. For, 
after forbidding idolatry, (a crime levelled directly 
gainst his own glory), and comnwndiog every ls» 
raelite to pronounce every idolater accursed, the 
self-willed despiser of his parents is held forth a^ the 
next object of universal execration: *' Cursed be 
he dmt setteth light by his father and mother : and 
all the people shall say amen," Deut. xxvii. And 
in case a son grown up did, after advice, and entreaty, 
and command, withstand the authority of his pa- 
rents, they were ordered by the Almighty " to lay 
hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of 
his city, and unto the gate of his place, and they 
were to say unto the elders of his city. This our son 
is stubborn and rebellious ; he will not obey oup 
voice ; he is a glutton and a drunkard. And all the 
men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he 
die. So shall thou put evil away from among you, 
und all Israel shall hear and fear," Deut, xxi. What 
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a deep impression of the guik incurred by irreverent 
behaviour from children to their parents must thia 
hw, enacted by the Most High, make on all who 
fear him ? For though it be not executed now on the 
stubborn refract<My son^ it stUl remains a decisive 
proof of God's detestation of such a temper, for he 
changelhnot. 

A part rf this reverence due from children to their 
parents is to conceal their infirmities, and, as far as 
truth and justice will admit, extenuate their faults. 
This is but a smaH return for the great benefits chil- 
dren have received. And if they can join in expos- 
mg either their indiscretions or fiiults, can publish or 
ridicule ^vhat is the shame of tteir parents, they act 
6ver again the base part of the wicked Ham, righte- 
ous Noah's son, which brought down upon him a 
curse. 

It is the duty of children to requite their parents, 
if they are able, for the benefit cSf their education. 
Ingn^itude is the oijJy sin which never found a sin- 
gle advocate. Yet, of all ingratitude one creature 
can shew to another, neglect in children to support 
and comfort their parents is the blackest': for what 
care and expence, to promote the good of their off- 
spring, do parents^ver refuse ? Now, when, in the 
course of providence, they come to need some re- 
turn of the same tender disposition ; when the infirm- 
ities of age, losses, or afflictions, oppress them ; what 
diild, not destitute of all humane feelings, no less 
than religion, but would rejoice to prove as helpful 
to his parents, now going out of the world, as they 
were to himself when he first came into it ? This 
expression <^ gratitude is marked in scripture, and 
neglect <^ it branded^ not only as a renunciation of 
the gospel (whatever professions of zeal for it may 
be pretended) but as a crime which many Pagans 
would abhor. ^* If any provide n«t for his qwii 
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house*' {not his children, they are not the perscms* 
meant here, but his aged parents and near relations 
in want), *' he hath denied the faith, and is worse 
than an infidel," 1 Tim. v. 

What proportion of his income a son ought to set 
apart for the support of his parents roust be fixed by 
his condition. Yet this rule isJ ever to be remem- 
bered : If the provision bear no proportion to the 
ability of the person who makes it, God and man 
will regard it as a despicable offering. And if a son 
or child can be lavish in pursuit of pleasure, and live 
in expensive splendour, whilst a. scanty subsistence 
is allowed to their parents, sense of duty certainly is 
not felt. What is given, is given not from love of 
God, not from affection to his parents, but to silence 
remorse, or avoid the scandal of suffering them to 
depend on charity. ^ 

The last instance of duty from children to their 
parents, which I shall mention, is obedience ; obe- 
dience, without exception, in all cases to which pa- 
rental authority reaches : and all cases <are compre- 
hended under that authority, where the command 
given to children ddes not oppose the revealed will of 
God, nor do violence to their conscience in matters 
ef religion. 

And, generally, those who are neglected or despis-i 
•d by their offspring, may thank diemsdves for it ; ^ 
it is the effect and punishment of their own sin* 
They fostered, when they should have corrected, 
every wicked temper in their children's earliest years. 
They shamefully sacrificed parental authori^ to a 
froward mind, and abjectly submitted to be govern- 
ed by those over whom they were appointed gover^ 
nors, in tlie order of nature, and by the command 
of God. 

Where this most foolish and cruel fondness has 
not been the cause of undutifulness to parents, a 
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profane education^ in ignorance of Christian princi- 
ples, often has ; for this encourages a proud inde- 
pendent spirit) which) as it fears not God) will pay- 
reverence to no man, nor feel obligation, nor bear 
restr^nt. So that, excepting a few cases, Christian 
parents, through the prace of God succeeding their 
endeavours, reap as they have sown, and often en- 
joy, even before they leave the world, the fixiit of 
those cares and pains with which they studied to 
promote the salvation of their children, and often die 
in the pleasing expectation of meeting them in end- 
less glory. 

After the relation between parents and children^ 
that subsisting between masters and servants follows. 
In either station Christians are furnished with ample 
directions and cogent motives to discharge their duty 
with comfort to themselves> to all the family, and to 
the great honour of their holy profession. 

Servants who receive the word of God mil be 
iaithfiil to their trust : free from fraud and deceit 
themselves, and careful to prevent injury being done 
to their masters by conniving at frauds which they 
know others practice. Thb point has been before 
insisted on. Besides, they will obey their masters 
without that sullen look and behaviour which would 
render their services ungrateful, and their persons 
c^ensive : a sure sign of a lofty spirit, to which ser- • 
vitude and subjection, though ever 90 reasonably, 
is galling. This surly humour in servants, is sel- 
dom shewn but in families, where the lucre of the 
l^ce, compared with that of grander families, is per- 
haps small; or at least the servant is hired, not for 
show or luxury of life, but labour and usefulness. 
In these instances, the benefit of Christian doctrine 
and faith is especially to be manifest ; for the Lord 
and Saviour of Christians requues them *^ with good 

K N 
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will to do service, as to himself, and not to mcn,*^ 
Eph. vi. 7. 

It is the duty of servants also patiently to bear 
reproof for their faults, and to amend ; not rising 
up eagerly in self-vindication, ever apt to impute 
all admonition to ill- nature or passion in their supe- 
rior ; and, if they hear reproof without marks of dis- 
gust and contempt, to think themselves at liberty to 
regard it no more than is necessary to keep their place. 
But you cannot act in this unreasonable mamier^ 
and obey your Lord* You cannot adorn the gos- 
pel, as you are commanded, if you are deaf to just 
reproof, and hardened against it. Nay, you bring 
shame upon your religious profession ; you make it 
contemptible, and even to be dreaded in a family. 
It is the mark of a Christian, when he does well, 
and suffers for it, to bear it patiently. You do ill, 
and are in fault, yet feel anger and resentment against 
your master, who has a right, and does well to re- 
prove you. The plain and excellent direction given 
m scripture you trample upon ; for that strictly re- 
quires " servants to be obedient to their own masters 
and to please them well in all things, not answering 
again.*' 

Masters, in their turn, who are Christians, wiH 
behave with justice, mildness, and real good will ta 
their servants. These tempers, essential to the faith- 
ful in Christ Jesus, have been already pointed out 
and enforced. I shall, therefore, now call your at- 
tention to the duties peculiar to governors of the* 
family. In the first instance, they are to be careful 
all their domestics behave well. Magistrates are 
chiefly in fault when the maimers of the people are 
dissolute : for the law invests them with power to 
punish and control evil doers. But masters of fam- 
ilies, with less difficulty, can govern their own litde 
commonwealth, and prevent disorders there. Ser- 
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Tants are upon a level with cattle, fed and kept only 
for their work. They are fellow-creatures, capable 
of knowing God equally with their masters, and in 
his sight as good as themselves. In this view it is 
their indispensable duty, and a necessarj' effect of 
Christian benevolence, to suffer no open violation of 
God's law, to oblige their servants to a regular at- 
tendance upon the worship of God on the Lord's 
day, and to abstain from all profanation of it ; to 
furnish them with books calculated to enlighten the 
mind, and bring them to thr excellent knowledge of 
Christ. And if business does not, in fact, render it 
impracticable, they ought to call the members of 
their household to join every day in worshipping 
God, the giver of the blessings each member of the 
family enjoys. 

For the same reason it is your duty, who preside 
in a house, to set a Christian example to all under 
your roof; constantly to abstain from all business 
and diversion on the Lord's day, and, by worshipping 
your Maker in the great congregation, let your ser- 
vants see you act honestly from Qpnscience towards 
Giyd ; and that from reverence to his law, you neither 
talk loosely, sware profanely, nor live in intemper- 
ance or covetousness. By this exemplary conduct 
you will check and restrain those about your person, 
and be the means of stirring up ignorant sinful crea- 
tures to repent, and turn to God ; or if they obsti- 
nately persist in their wickedness, you will not be 
chargeable as accessary to it in any degree. 

I shall mention only one branch more of duty, 
which masters owe to their servants, viz. encourage- 
ment and reward for good behaviour. Kind expres- 
sions, without lifting up the man, quicken an inge- 
nuous mind to greater attention and diligence. 
They ought, therefore, frequently to be used to al- 
leviate servitude. Further, when the prime of life 
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and strength have been laid out in your service ; 
when fidelity to your interest, and application te 
your business have always distinguished your depen. 
dent, you should, out of yDur aiBuence, make a 
proper provision for him in old age ; or, in case of 
sickness and accidental loss of limbs, you should 
shew him great compassion. Consider how much 
others have lost by the <Ushonesty of those about 
them: how much trouble, anxiety, and vexatioa 
they have suffered: whilst you committed, with 
great composure and confidence, your affairs mto 
the hands of a good and faithful servant, and have 
received no damage* How much of your comfort 
in this life has been owing to this material circum- 
stance ! Where then b your Christiaii love, your 
generosity, or your humanity, if you do not take 
pleasure in shewing much kindness in return ? 

Having pointed out the several duties of a Chris*- 
iian in his domestic relation, I will finish the subject 
widi a picture of a family in which each member 
lives by faith in Christ Jesus, and under the tempers 
it produces. # 

Consider those who preside in it ; they cordially 
love and study to make each other happy. Whilst 
both with boundless benevolence watch over their 
children, ambitious to educate diem for immoital- 
iUr in the presence of God; carefully, therefore, they 
cneck every evil in its first appearance, and aim to 
inspire them with admiration of all excellency. 
Both, with impartial affection for their whole off- 
spring, gladly give them every innocent gratificatioiit 
every liberty and joy, which wisdom and duty will 
permit. Look upon the children, wluit aflknce in 
the love of tlieir parents ! What prompt obedience 
to their will ! What pleasure in their company ! 
Look upon the servants, faithful to their office, and . 
prudent in their deportment, they are treated with 
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respect, and, by the kindness they meet with, called 
upon to use each other well ; whilst parents, chil- 
dren, and servants meet togetlier day by day to mag- 
mfy the name of the Lord, who maketh them that 
dwell together in one house, live in peace ; whilst 
all are looking forward, in their degree of faith, to a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, 
where, without sin, and beyond the reach of temp- 
tation, they shall dwell together. 

The age we live in affords us instances of this 
sort ; and were not a despicable notion of Christian- 
ity, so commonly entertained, as if it were a mere 
assent to certain articles, or a set of religious cere- 
monies ; were not the Bible character of a Christian 
deemed by many much too strict, and by more an 
unattainable degree of perfection, individuals, and 
whole families, in great numbers, would become 
altogether subject to the power and grace of Jesus 
^hnst^and walk in thb world, even as he also walked. 



PRAYER, 

Suited to the subject of the preceeding Chapters. 

O LORD GOD and heavenly Father, have mercy 
upon all families called after the name of thy dear 
Son. Give to each member of the house grace to 
observe and do what thou hast commanded them. 
Teach servants to do their work with all fidelity ; free 
from sloth and carelessness, from an obstinate and 
sullen temper. Give them wisdom to consider their 
condition, not as any disgrace or hardship, but as 
the place thou hast allotted to them. Let it be their 
comfOTt to know, that by doing the business of their 
station to the Lord, and not unto men, of him they 
^baJl receive the reward. 
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Be favourable to all heads of families. LfCt them 
not be high-minded, unfeeling, and unreasonable to« 
wards their dependents. Convince them, no merit 
in them, but thy ail- wise appointment, makes the 
subordhiation ; not that the rich or great should be 
frantic over their servants, but add abundantly to the 
comfort of their lives. O give them to abhor the 
meanness of galling those who work for them, by 
violent passion, or treating them with contempt^ 
May they remember they also have a master in hea- 
ven, who is no respecter of persons ; before whom 
both rulers and servants must give account of their 
behaviour to each other. Inspire all who preside in 
die family with mildness and mercy towards every 
one under their roof. Make it a pleasure to them to 
comfort and support their faitl^ul servants under 
their afflictions, and give them grace to teach them 
the fear of the Lord, in whose bauds b their breath, 
and whose are all their ways. 

Teach parents to regard their children as immortal 
creatures intrusted to their care to be brought up 
for God. When they sit down with them in the 
house, and when they walk by the way, when they 
lie down, and when they rise up, may they speak to 
them of thy power and glorj', and the mightiness of 
thy kingdom. Make them vigilant and resolute to 
check the first sallies of their evil tempers, and may 
they dread nothing more than being accessories to 
the destruction of their own offspring, by profane- 
ness, or sensuality, or want of concern for their sal- 
vation. May they earnestly call upon thee, O God, 
to endue them with wisdom to train up their children 
in the way they should go. Give thy blessing to 
the relation established between them both, that pa- 
rents may rejoice to see their children growing up as 
pleasant plants before thee, and children have reason 
in time and cnternity to bless God for their pa- 
rents. 
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Put thy spirit into the hearts of young people, that 
they may behave with all reverence, obedience, and 
love. Not heedless when instructed, not stubborn 
when reproved, not ungrateful to forget how mucb 
thev are bound to requite their parents. 

Grant, we beseech thee, O Lord, that all who are 
united in the bands of holy wedlock may live in ten- 
der regard and love to each other, and teach, by 
their own example, all inferior members of the fami- 
ly to discharge the duty of their station. 

And we, of this family, now kneeling before thee^ 
beg, O God, we may be forgiven, for Christ's sake, 
all the instances of irreverence, unkindness, or pas- 
sion, by which we have offended, and provoked one 
another. O grant us repentance, and hearty sorrow 
for our faults, and grace to dwell together in unity 
and godly love, that, when we are called to appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, we may not be 
confounded- We ask this for the sake, and through 
the intercession of our Lord and only Saviour Jesus 
Christ Amen. 



SUNDAY XL. 

CHAP. XL. 
On Self-denial. 



False teachers court the favour of men, by base 
compliances, with their corrupt affections. The 
True Witness demands the sacrifice of them all 
in the plainest terms t ^' Except a man deny himself, 
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and take up his cross dailjr, and fottow me^ he caAi 
not be my disciple.'* 

Self-denial is then beyond a doubt the duty of 
every Christian. But in what instances, how far it 
must reach, and the peculiar motives fumbhed by 
the gospel to deny self, are points of useful and ne« 
cessaiy consideration: because enthusiasts ahvay3 
place much of self-denial in things absurd, irivolmis^ 
or equivocal. And superstition has bound heavy 
burdens upon men's shoulders as self-denial, little 
regarding, at the same time, those noble and sub- 
stantial acts in which it really consists* 

Each of these points, therefore, shall be discussed, 
and every duty to himself, which the Christian is 
obliged and enabled to discharge, explained. Sel& 
denial originates in the corruption of our nature by 
the offence of Adam. Was there no innate propen- 
sity to evil in all his offspring (Christ alone excepts 
^), we might indeed have been warned not to de- 
base our dignity by a compliance with established 
iniquity. But, supposing we possesed untainted 
excellence of nature, so far would this be from self- 
denial, it would be the highest self-gratification. In 
this case, a total steadfast opposition to corrupt man- 
ners would be perfectly undisturbed by any thing of 
a contrary tendency within. The native and only 
bent of the soul would be to perform duty in its futt 
extent. Thus we conceive it must necessarily be 
with angels, who are sent forth to minister to the 
heirs of ssdvation, and must consequently see what 
passes amoi^t men ; for, to suppose it is by self- 
denial they abstain from the pllutions that s^^ in the 
world, would destroy our idea of their perfiection. 

But our jM'esent condition is directly opposite to 
that of beings who never fell from God. A corrupt 
bias prevails naturally in the heart of man, which^ 
instead of appearing detestable tp him, as it ought, i& 
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Perished. Ai^ such pfeasune is found from evil 
indulgence, that the sacrifice of it, in obedience to 
the will of God, is coBipared by him, who knew what 
was in man, to the pain of cutting off a right hand, 
and plucking out a right eye. For though, in fact, 
our happiness be inseparable from uniform subjec- 
tion to the divine will, yet, depraved as we are, we 
c^ten think them incompatible. Hence men natur* 
ally fight against God for what they fancy are their 
native ri^ts, as against a tyrant; nor can they ever 
submit to him, without first doing violence to their 
own s^petites. 

This being our natural state, the Lord Jesus 
Christ assures us, without reserve, that if we ever 
partake of his great salvation, we must not only op- 
pose die wickedness of the wwld, but those inclina- 
tions too, which are interwoven with our frame, pro* 
perly, therefc»re, called aursehes* 

Having thus briefly remarked the origin of 
self-denial, the impor^t instances in which we 
must practice it are, in the next place, to be consid- 
ered. 

As ccHistitution raises that an easy sacrifice to 
some, which to others is most painful ; and there 
are also scmie cases, where decency, reputation, and 
worldly interest 1^ men in a measure to deny 
themselves ; and others, where the grace of God, 
and power of faith, must operate to the denial of 
ourselves, I shall begin with the instances of more 
easy practice, and ascend to those in which the 
Christian only can persevere to the honour of God. 

Temperance then is not to be maintained without 
self-deiual; for though few comparativdy are in^^ 
fiimous iat gluttony or drunkenness, yet not to ex« 
ceed the limits of tempa:ance is matter of some dif- 
ficulty to most peofde. We are apt to approach to- 
wards exqsssy till the body becomes a clog to the 

o 
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operations of the mind, and delight in things of a 
spiritual nature is abated, if not destroyed. With^ 
out hurt to our character, we may indulge at taUe^ 
till we can relish nothing but what suits an indolrat 
spirit. How many, 'Vanquished by this tow appetite^ 
often discover, and oftener conceal their yezatkiii^ 
when ignorance or neglect in the kitchen has Astp^ 
pointed the ywtf gratification of their palate in the pai>» 
tour ! And how many sei^ual remarks are made in 
most companies, upon what deserves no more to be 
the subject of our dboourse, than die husks the 
swine devour! These things occurring so fi«- 
quently, prove self-denial needful even at our com- 
mon meals. Indeed he who receives way odier gra- 
tification, than health and hunger will make the 
common provisions of hts table yield, is ate^ady a 
transgressor, and has given way to intemperance. 
He encourages an appetite which will sensui^ze hi$ 
scul, enthral it to fleshly pleasure, and of course 
render him averse to suffer in the least degree for 
truth and conscience sake. And those who feed 
Aemselves without fear, or idlow themselves to:dwell 
on the dainties of the table, make provisioa for the 
flesh« So for from being temperate, as all who nm 
successfully m the Christmn race must be, they am 
voluptuous ; incapable of making the least pn^fress 
towards Heaven, till they obey the command ; ** Put 
a knife to thy throat, thou man given to appethe«'^ 

As we must deny ourselves the pleasure of feast- 
ingtlK palate with meats, no less carefully must we 
avoid excess in drink. It is necessary to speak in 
die ftillest and clearest manner here, because this 
carnal, indulgence many place amongst our infirmi* 
ties, for which honesty, and generosity, and good 
nature, sufficiently atone. 

The proof then that it is our indispensable duty' 
to subdue every inclmation to drink ia eotoess^ is ex* 
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md&nf^ Strang: Sac this oSkwt ouries with it 
great proTooatioa oamany accounts, in every in- 
stance, it is a waste of that plenty which God de- 
mgntd should supply the wants of men. Contrary 
to reason and humility, you, by excessive drinking, 
inflame your body, whilst others pine away, desti- 
tute of the necessarks of life. You swallow down 
p^nicious draughts in your carousing, which pro* 
'perly appfied, would revive the health of those who 
languish in wsmt of such a cordiiU. 

Had you a numerous offspring settled in a distant 
land, soiXK of whom had great abundance, whilst 
the rest were destitute, without any fault of theirs ; 
what manifold grief and indignation would you teel, 
to hear the former consumed their abundance in ex* 
cess, refusing to relieve the necessities of their own 
brethren ? Yet thb is always done in the sight of our 
common Father, when men waste, on the gratifica- 
tion of a base appetite, what mig^ have fed the hun* 
gry, and<:lGthed the naked. Even allowing the in- 
temperate drinker is rich, his c<mduct is cruel to- 
wards those who are in want before his eyes, or so 
ne^ him, that if he was not wilfully deaf or blind; 
he must hear their groans, and see their distress. 

But when a man is poor, or hb income only suf^ 
ficioK, l^ frugal management, to support his family, 
excessive drinking, in this case, is a mme stitt more 
black: ; for he tramples upon natural auction, and, 
whilst taking his cups,is stripping his children of thei# 
garments, and snatching the bread from the mouths 
of his almost famished femily. Though his besotted 
companions falsely and stupidly call him no one's 
enemy but bis own, he is in truth the worst of foes 
to his own househdd ; and the father of us all looks 
down upon no one more daringly in rebellion against 
tile law o( love than the drunkard, or marc afflicting 
to those who are, alas! his near relations. 
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Further, our refocm is an inesthniUe gift from 
God. It renders us capable of receiving knowledge 
from his word and works here^ and of eiqc^mg 1^ 
love for ever. We are happy in ourselves^ anduae^ 
ful to others, just in|>rop<Htion as our rtemon is hn^ 
proved and sanctified by divine grace. Accoidingw 
ly, the loss of our reason is universally judged to be* 
the sorest calami^ which can be&l us* What a 
crime then must it be to suspend wilfully the exer^ 
cise of reason, and become incapaUe ^ knowing 
what we either say <»r do? We are cottunudfid to 
set a watch before our mouths, as those who must 
give an account of every idle word we speak. What 
more audacious contempt of this cominand, than fur 
a man to intoxicate himself, tUl there iS' nodung so 
foolish, abusive, filthy, or UasphaaDK>us, but he will* 
utter it? 

Besides, duty requires that every appetite be 
brought into subjection to Christ. What a daring 
viola^on, .to infiame your passions by cjcoessive 
drinking! Yet tbb b inacparaUe from intempefance. 
It increases pride, and inspires msolence, frmm 
whence come quarrels and implacaUe hatred, b* 
often separates, between dearest friends, hurrying 
diem into duels, and bloody transports of revenge' 
upon each other. Lust also it excites to the utmost 
degree. 

So provoking an abuse of ptenty, so diamdiol a 
violence committed upon our reason, so daring an 
act (^rebellion against the government of God, must 
cert^nly exclude all who die under the guilt of it 
from his favour. The scripture abounds with denun- 
ciations of punishment to be inflicted on drunkards, 
and on all who inflame themselves with wine. I 
shall produce but one; it is fully decisive, and 
enough to m^e their blood run cold against vvhooi 
it is pointed* 
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. ** Bat if that eiil servant shall say in his heart. 
My Lord delayeth his comhig ; and shall begin to 
smite his fellow-servants and eat and drink trith the 
drunken, the Lord of that servant shall come in a day 
when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that h^ 
is not aware of, mid shall cut him asunder, and ap-> 
point him his porticm with the hypocrites; there 
ahall be weeping and gnashing of teedi," Matth. 
xxiv. 48. 

Not only the present arils, therefore, which in- 
temperance draws aft^ it, but the final doom of this 
diameful sin, are revealed in scripture to alarm our 
fears, and ^ve us fall proof of their misery, who are 
enslaved by love of wine. 

So that either we must utterly subdue it, or giv<^ 
up heaven and God. But as the thought of losing 
his &vour is worse dian death to every real Chris- 
tian, it Allows that, however he may naturally incline 
to excess in drinking, or ccmipany tempt to it, or 
mod&ty advantage aUure, as a recommendation to 
die intemperate, he will persevere in a course of so- 
briety, and, whether he eats or drinks, take care by 
no means to displease hb God. 



SUNDAY XLI. 
CHAP. XLI. 

On the Sin of Lewdness. 



£iV£RY Christian must deny the irregular gratifi- 
cation of Ms love for woman, to which depraved na- 
ture violendy impels ; because this passion, though 
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iieceasaiy for the propagtiion of mankidd, and ^ 
Ifi wedlobk to several excellent ends, yet, unless r^ 
strained and governed by the law of God, it proves 
one of the vilest seducers, and a source of evUs ex* 
ten«ve and beyond number. What time, parts, and^ 
influaice are prostituted through the impulse c^ hist 
to inveigle and debauch the innocent ! Men of lib» 
eral education and finest sense will be guilty of what 
shocks every mind influenced by the fear of God, or 
oompasnon for their fellow-creatures; giulty of lying 
in wait'to gain an advantage in an unwary moment^ 
by vile deoeit, over a heedless virgin ; of bringing 
her to indelible shame, and loa^ng her parents also 
with hopeless ^ef ; guilty of offering to die ruined 
obfect of theii* aiflit an injury, which, if done to asb- 
ter or daug^iter of dieir own, they would instantly 
revenge with the point of the swonl. Instigated bf 
their lust, they will open the way to adulterous conu- 
merce,' and all its train of mischiefis, by seduciag 
unmarried M^omen, who too seldom prove clraste in 
wedlodc when they have been debauched before; 
They will be guilty of oontribnting to fiU the world 
with whores, at once .its sm and, scourge ; creatuies 
abandoned to every detestable temper and practice ; 
cruel, remorseless, corrupters of youth, pinning 
them into desperate courses, t81 they are cut off by 
the hand of justice. 

These consequfcnces, in a less or greater degree, 
are sure to follow the unlawful indulgence of OM 
natural appetite for women. Yet these make only 
a small part of the evils which flow from fomtea- 
tion. No pen can describe fully what the soul 
suffers by it. When sense of duty or modesty re- 
main, the first commission of this sin fe punished 
upon the spot with the horror of a gtiilty mind. 
By frequent repetition, all sense of religion is ex- 
tinguished, and ail intercourse with God cet^es^ 
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Hie company of men hardened in the practice of 
lewdness is sought after as a refuge^ till the secret 
offender against chastity con^^ts a brow of brass^ 
«nd becomes first an aJ>ject slave to lust^ and thea 
an infJMnous pleader in its defence ; his conscience 
is seated, the captive hugs his chains, and glories in 
his shame. 

Add to this catalogue of dreadful evils the bloodf 
quarrels amongst the kwd, ami the murdkrs whidh 
they are led to commit ; murder of children yet un* 
bom, loading the mind with guilt ; and imbitterii^ 
life beyond conception; murder oft^i of the newi-bom 
babe, which the law avei^es by the in&moua death 
af its sanguinary ^parent. 

^ instead, therefore, of saying («» libertmes impu* 
deody ^peak) wh^re is the hann of takmg a little 
fdeasttre out of the way, you will parceive, that 
thieves and robbers are harmless and honorable too, 
compared with the lewd^ because injuries from dieae 
tfpen foes have >^ery soon an end, in most instances 
are borne with ease, and may t)e redressed, never 
striking at our imcaorial interest. But the seducer 
of a fimale destroys h^ reputation, tears her away 
from her family and friends, banishes her from tlie 
society of virtuous woman, entangles her in the 
bloom <^ her years in the snare which will soon drag 
her down from her life of pleasure to a condition 
below brutality, the condition of a prostitute* So 
that the very mention, or even remembrance of her 
name shall afresh ex'cite grief in her family and rela- 
tions, grief unassuaged by the least ray of hope in 
her death or after-state« 

Upon this fair representation of the case, ask now 
usy young woman, in the use of her reason, into 
whose hands she had better fidl ; into those of the 
lewd, the ctibhonest, or the robber ? Into their 
bandS) she would say, who will only take my pro- 
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perty, and fiU me with momentary terrors ; not into 
the iibertine^s who will plunge me into infamy, lin- 
gering wretchedness, abandoned vice, and eternal 
misery. Such pests to society are men of gallantry 
and pleasure ! How astonishing, that ruin of virgms, 
dishcmour of families, heart-breaking injuries done 
to worthy aged parents, with a variety of crimes, the 
certain effects of uncontroled lust, should be lightly 
passed ov^ as nothing vile, under the magic name of 
love and gallantry ? When will a public spirit and 
generous concern to prevent such heavy woes excite 
men to brand every word spoken in fevour of lewd- 
ness, as they do what is spoken to lessen our abhor- 
rence of perjury and assassination ? Whm will mea 
have understanding to perceive that the natural ^pe- 
tite (or women under the law of God, is like a river 
in its channel, a perpetual blessipg ; but, bursting 
that sacred bank, becomes a wasting flood ; and that 
he never more tenderly consulted the good of his 
rational creatures, than in absolutely forbidding eve- 
ry ckgree of lewdness. - 

Though there be Utde reason to hope this public 
spirit w2l take place, the scripture presents eveiy 
young man with the rise, progpress, and fatal end of 
fornication, contrasting tl^m with the various allure- 
ments which lead us into that sin. There the lips of 
the harlot are painted dropping sweets as the honey- 
comb, and her mouth smoc^ter than oil, but instant* 
ly, to quench the rising of an impure desire, ^^ her 
©ad,'* we are taught of God, " is bitter as worm^ 
wood, and sharp as a two-edged sword,'* Prov. y* 
3, 4. The simple young man she invites to take his 
fill of love tiU die morning ; but the treacherous of- 
fer is immedii^y l^d barc, and under the thin veil 
ofmometary joy, is discovered an upbraiding con- 
science, pouring out that sad confession, ^'How^ 
have I liated instruction and my heart despised re^ 
proof!'* 
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Furthcr, lest brutish love of pleasure should tempt 
jroung men to fancy, they may easily retreat after 
yielding a little to lust, or that simple fornication 
is not a sin of high provocation, God has emphati- 
cally exposed both these false conclusions. " He" 
(the lewd young man) " goeth after her straightway, 
as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the 
ccMTection of the stocks," (utterly stupid and incor- 
rigibie), " till a dart striketh through his liver, as a 
bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is 
for his life," Prov. vii. " Why wilt thou embrace 
the bosom of a stranger ? for the ways of a man are 
before the eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all his 
goings. His own iniquities shall take the wicked 
himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his 
sins ; he shall die without instruction, and in the 
'greatness of his folly he shall go astray/' Prov. 
v. 20. 

To finish the testimony published in the Old Tes- 
tament against this sin, take notice that the whore 
and Sodomite are condemned in the same sentence ; 
to teach us, I apprehend, to what horrid lengths, in 
wickedness, lewdness will lead ; therefore bo£ ought 
to be detested. ** There shall be no whore of the 
daughters of Israel, nor Sodomite of the sons of 
Israel," Deut. xxii, 21. 

This ought to silence the ignorance of foolish men, 
who wax confident in defence of fornication, from a 
notion that it is condemned only in two or three pas- 
sages in the New Testament. 

Were it so, this would be sufficient ; for a single 
declaration firom God of his will claims from us 
no less regard and obedience, than if it was often re- 
peated* But instead <A a passage or two only in the 
New Testament, which absolutely condemn fornica- 
tion, no sin can be named (contempt of Christ crucL- 

p p 
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fied excepted) which is mentioned so often, or more 
strongly marked as the object of God's wratfi. Our 
almighty Judge not only nu\ks it with crimes of the 
deepest' dye, Mat. xv. 19, Mark vii. 21, but his 
great apostle scarcely writes an epistle without 
some alarming prohibition against it In one place^ 
he beautifully opposes the benevolent gratification of 
our natural appetite in a lawful way, to their terrible 
condition who live in lewd commerce with women : 
" Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed unde* 
filed ; but whoremongers and adulterers God will 
judge/^ Heb. xiii. In another, he not only affirm^ 
that adultery, fornication, lasciviousness, and un« 
cleanness, are the works of the flesh, of our cor- 
rupt nature, but widi remarkable vehemence he 
presses us"" to lay it to heart as a certain truth, that 
these thmgs absolutely exclude men from heaven : 
** Ol' the which 1 tell you before, as I have alsp told 
you in time past, that they which do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God,'* Gal. v. 21. 
In his judgment, lewdness ought to have no exis* 
tencc v\ ithi J I the pale of the Christian church. ** For-* 
nication and all uncleanness, let it not be once men^ 
tioned amongst you, as becometh saints. For this ye 
know, that no whoremonger nor unclean person hath 
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of 
God,'' Ephcs. v. And, lest the plausible plead- 
ings for lust (in which libertines d fine parts are so 
expert) should seduce any weak believer to fancy 
lewdness may be practised with impunity, this awfm 
caution is given: ♦* Let no man deceive you with 
vain words: for, because of these things cometh 
the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience* 
Be not ye, therefore, partakers with them," Ephes* 
V. The same doctrine is strongly enforced on the 
Christians at Thessalonica ; ^^ This is the will of 
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God^ even your sanctification, that you should' ab- 
stain from fornication, that ever)' one of you should 
know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and 
honour, not in the lust of concupiscence as the Gen* 
tiles, which know not God : for God hath not called 
us to uncleanness, but unto holiness. He, there- 
fore, that despiseth [what is said of the sin and dan- 
ger of lewdness, and the duty of chastity], despiseth 
not men, but God.'' 

In his epistle to the Christians at Corinth, a city 
kifamous to a proverb tor lewdness, he inspires the 
believers in Christ with a horror of that sin, by 
teaching them it is a dreadful profanation, and the 
worst kind of sacrilege to turn a temple consecrated 
tb God (and such the Christian is) into an habitation 
for the spirit of uncleanpess* ** Know ye not that 
your bodies are th^ members of Christ ? Shall 1 then 
take die members of Christ, and make them the 
members of a harlot ? God forbid. What, know 
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost, which is in you, which ye have of God, and 
ye are not your own ?*' 1 Cor. vi. " Ye are the 
temple of the living God ;. whoso defileth the tem- 
jjle of God, him will God destroy/' A sentence 
twice confirmed by St. John in the book of Revela- 
tion ; for whoremongers, he declares, are shut out 
of the gates of the heavenly city, Rev. xxii. 15. 
Whoremongers have their part assigned them in the 
lake which bumeth with fire and brimstone, which 
is the second death, Rev. xxi. 

Sum up now what has been advanced in proof of 
&e evil and sinfulness of lewdness, and you must be 
convinced how much it is the duty of every Chris- 
tian, as he loves God, reverences his word, and 
values his own salvation, to deny himself in every 
propensity he may feel to indulge unlawfully his nat- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



30g COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN. 

uial appetite for women, and to flee from fomicaticmj 
as he would from the face of a serpent*. 

Know, therefore, that you must come to this de-r 
termination, either to trample upon the Chiistian re^ 
velation, and renounce every hope built upon it of 
finding mercy from God, or to mortify your mem- 
bers, by abstaining from fornication and unclean^^ 
ness ; at all times assured, that this sin alone (sup- 
posing it could possibly consist with the observance 
of Christian duty in other respects) will drown the soul 
in perdition. This full persuasion of the sin of for^ 
nication is absolutely necessary to secure young 
men, on their entrance into the world, from what is 
generally the first instance of premeditated rebellion 
against God, and the first means of rivetting on the 
sinner that chain which drags down its thousands to 
the prison of hell. 

Further, whenever any end is proposed, or duty 
enjoined, the means necessary to attain the one, or 
perform the other, are tacitiy included in the general 
precept ; and whatever renders the practice of duty 
so very precarious, is also virtually forbidden where 
it can be avoided. From this self-evident truth, every 
Christian must carry his self-denial much beyond a 
mere abstinence from the gross acts of fornication 
and uncleanness. We may abstain thus, from pru- 

* It is necessaiy that all youpg persons in a single state 
should deeply ponder these arguments ; because lewdness has 
a party in its favour from our constitution. Numerous, and 
daring are those who plead for lewdness. To such a shocking 
height is this attempt carried, that chastity is generally regara- 
ed as impracUcable, except in females, who, without the repu- 
tation of it, would never be received into families of fashion. 
By this means, self-denial against the impulses of lust is ac- 
counted a grievous task, and the Bible, which enjoins it, an 
odious book. Thus men's passions are warmly engaged to 
fight against God whose word so loudly proclaims the pyil of 
the^r darling lust. 
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dence and self-considerations, without any love of 
purity. A Christian must resolutely shun all incite- 
ments to unchaste desires ; imitating the example of 
Job, who would not so much as suffer his eyes to 
fix on any object that might prove a snare. Our 
Lord confirms the wisdom, and enjoins the necessity 
of this vigilance, by branding, as the adultery of the 
heart, the looking upon a woman to lust after hen 
The temper of our heart stamps our character. 
No one, tfierefore, is chaste, who cherishes unclean 
thoughts, or can suffer a wanton idea to rest upon 
his mind, or a sound exciting it to play on his ear ; 
for a renewed mind, endued with fiUal fear of God, 
and knowledge of sin, has at least as much delicacy 
respecting what is base and filthy, as fine breeding 
inspires respecting polite behaviour. A gentleman 
is not only free from the coarse manners of a clown, 
but from every thing approaching to such rudeness ; 
and a true Christian, fired with love to God, and 
ambition to walk worthy of his kingdom and glory, 
will cultivate purity of heart with all care, and avoid, 
as infectious, every person, jest, or object, savour- 
ing of lasciviousness. 

Here then a noble province opens for Christian 
self-denial ! Here the spiritual welfare of the whole 
church of Christ, in condemning and opposing every 
fashionable way intended by the world to gratify 
kwd des^^s, is most conspicuous. Of this kind, 
are wanton glances of the eye, that index to what 

S asses within ; the melody of amorous songs, that 
ouble entendre, mixed dancings, love novels, and 
above all stage playst For in this amusement, 
which (in defiance of common sense and experience, 
no less than our Christian faith) the world will main- 
t^n is innocent; in this amusement, whate\'er can 
corrupt the mind is set off to greatest advantage. 
{?very lewd allusion receives strong emphasis from 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MO COMPLETE bUTY OP MAN, 

the actof^s air and Yoke^ whilst the greater part of 
the audience express aloud the filthy joy it gives 
them. And if a piece untainted with an obscene 
tincture should gain admittance on the stage, the 
house must still hxve dieir prurient humour gratified 
Bi the epilogue or farce, by innuendos, that our chief 
pleasure coosiBts in what we know naturally with the 
brute beasts*. 

To live in this world, in direct opposition to its 
liivourite taste, and preserve chastity of mind, is a 
noble setf'denial faith in Christ effects, and an indis- 
pensable duty in all his disciples. 

* Some may Gondemn this censure of the school of virtue^ 
l^hieh the stage is often (one would think ironicaUy) called, as 
harsh and malignant; yet it is supported by some of the world's 
great and fiavourite writers. Archbishop Tiliotson was never 
thou^t rigorous or enthusiastic. Let those who plead for this 
&ahionable amusement heai* what he has published on the sub- 
jftct, and blush and repent, or avow their infidelity. 

<< As the stage now is, plays are intolerable, and not fit to be 
Bermitted in any civilized, much less a Christian nation. 2^hey 
do most notoriously minister both to infidelity and vice. By 
their pro&neness, they are apt to instil bad principles, and by 
4ieir lewdness to dispose to lewd anddiss(dute practice ; there^ 
fore, I do not see how any person firetending to sobriety and 
virtue J and csfiedally to thefiure and holy religion of our bles' 
ked Saviour^ ohi, without great guilt, and open contradiction 
to his iM^y profession, be present at such lewd and inunodest* 
plays, much less frequent them, as too many do, who would 
yet take it very ill to be shut out of the communion of Christi- 
ans, as they ciertainly would have been in the first ages of 
Christianity." 

Sermon fn the MvH of corrupt Communication^ 
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SUNDAY XUI. 
CHAP. XLII. 
On Self-denial respecting the Love of Monef . 

Corrupt self must be denied in its propensity 
to covctousnesSf which is in us all : since we are 
all naturally desirous of wealth, and place much con- 
fidence in it. Commerce and custom perpetually 
cherish this evil desire, and the world sees nothing 
wrong in being intent to gain as much as b possible 
with a fair character. By this means, what at first 
setting out in a trade or profession was no more than 
an innocent desire of providing honestly for our* 
selves or fiunily, soon degenerates into inordinate 
afiection, and a very wicked passion. 
^ The propensity, therefore, to love money, a Chris- 
tian must resist in its first motions, because c^posite 
to the temper of mind which is to govern him, and 
a contradiction to his situation, who is a stranger oa 
earth, standing in expectation of an immediate sepa- 
ration from aU things visible. But this propensity 
to love money, unl^ denied^ will soon benumb aU 
feeling of futurity, and suffer you to think of nothing 
intensely or with delight, but wealth and its advan- 
tages, utterly excluding all just ideas of religion, 
which inspire love of God and man, and give \icicaj 
over worldly lust. 

Besides, the gospel is intended to establish all 
who receive it in full resignation to the will of God» 
every where, and in all things, instructing us both 
to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to 
suffer need- But a covetous spirit can ccMiform to 
the will of God| only so long aa his providcnM 
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smiles; in adversity it must fret and murmur. 
The gospel teaches us to have our whole confidence 
and delight in God, as our chief happiness; but 
love of money soon brings a man to conclude gold 
IS the God whose presence is the richest blessin?, 
and want of it the heaviest curse. The gospel is 
given on purpose to raise our desires with increasing 
fervour towards God, to fix our affections with im- 
moveable steadfastness on things above, and to en- 
gage us in the constant pursuit of them with an ar- 
dour in some degree suited to their worth. The 
love of money is mcompatible wfth love to God, or 
any other idea of happiness in being with him, than 
as a refuge from punishment when death comes, and 
our idol fails. 

To mention only one instance more of the con-' 
tradiction the love of money bears to the state of af 
Christian ; it hardens the heart against the poor and' 
needy. Through fear of lessening, or desire of in- 
creasing our treasure, it will shut up our bowels of 
compassion, till we leave our own flesh to struggle 
with sickness or want, and to die unassisted by us, 
though it be in the power of our hands to relieve 
them. Directly opposite to this selfishness is the dis- 
position of a christian. He is liberal and generous, 
remembering with joy it is the will of God that those 
who are rich should be bounteous, and those who 
have little should gladly give of that Utdc, that 
there may be no want amcmgst his creatures. In 
these several views, the contrariety which the love 
of money bears to the temper of a Christian, respect- 
ing God or man, is glaring ; and the duty therefore 
of self-denial, in subduii^ every propensity to it^ in- 
disputable. 

To enforce the practice of this self-denial, it is ne- 
cessary to explain the nature of that covetousness so. 
much condemned in God^s word. It is not of the 
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a^MdalMs kind ; it may rule the heart of a man 
e3teemed very excellent in the world. The covet- 
ous, whom the Lord abhors, Psalm x, are the very 
persons of whom the wicked speak well. But no 
one speaks well of dK)se whose love of money makes 
them fraudulent or miserably penurious. The saniQ 
idea of covetousness is given us by our Lcn-d and 
Iudp:e, in that solemn caution, Take heed, undbe^ 
WQte of covetousness ; which evidendy, in this caae» 
can mean no more than a persuasion, that the com- 
fort of life consists in possessing abundance^ and for 
that rea^cm desiring to be rich. This was the coy«» 
ctQusness our Laid condemned. To give greater 
weight to lus caution^ he represents die love of mo4 
ney working in the heart, by an instance which pas* 
aes every day before our eyes. A man grows riph, 
AOt through extortion or fraud, but ii^ustry and 
tkXW is his trade ; he is delighted with his success, and 
prospect of being master c^an independent fortune 
iti a few years : meanwhile, he is determined to be 
frugal, tUl he leaves business, fully to enjoy tbi 
sweets of ease and affluence. Luke xii. 19. 

What b there, it may be said, to blame in this 
man's oooduct or sentiments ? Are they not gene* 
ral, and aj^lauded in every station ? Yet our Lord 
sets thb ^ery man before our eyes, as an instance 
<tf one engrossed by covetous desires ; this man he 
represents as summoned to appear a crimnal at the 
bar of his despised Maker. Lo, this is the man 
whom our Lord exposes as a miserable wretch in 
the midst of all his golden hopes, warning us against 
the detesti^le f(^ of loving money. ^' So [such a 
fool and sudi a sinner as this] is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, [every worldly-minded man» 
who seeks woikh as the foundation of comfort], and 
is not rich towards God in fiiith, hope, and love.'^ 
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St. Paul, writing under the influence of the Holy 
Ghost, teaches us no less forcibly that the desire of 
riches is avarice. " Let your conversation be with- 
Qut covetousness, and be content with such things 
as ye have ; for he hath said, I will never leave thee, 
por forsake thee," Heb. xiii. 

On the contrary, he declares defilement of mind 
and eternal ruin are the certain consequences of lov* 
ing money. ** They that will [t. r. have a will] to 
be rich, fall into temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition. For the love of mohejr 
is the root of all evil, which while some coveted after, 
they have erred from the faith, and pferc^ them* 
selves through with many sorrows," I Tim. vi. 
. Now, though it may be deemeid na arduous task 
to keep free from sordid avarice, and accumulati6<i 
of wealth by scandalous methods, yet, to vanquish 
the love of money, and deny every propensity te 
it, must be confessed a heroic instance of self-denial. 
For when men engage in business, or enter on a pro- 
fession, how strong are dieir fears of failing, and 
their desire of success! What is the constant lan- 
guage of the world ? They call riches a bles»ng, a 
reward. They pay respect to men nearly in exact 
proportion to the abuiydance they possess. In these 
circumstances, nothing can be more difficult than to 
resist and conquer the love of money. After using 
diligently, as we are commanded, industry and skill 
in our station, cheerfully to leave it in the faatids of 
God to what degree we shall grow rich, and whe- 
ther ever at all ; . resting assured, that if we dwell in 
the land, and do good by a Chrbtian life, our con- 
dition upon the whole shall certainly be the very best 
for us : this is self-denial in a high degree. 

Nothing can be more contrary to our nature tham 
f act from such noble sentiments as these, wh^ 
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we Hve In the temple of Mammon, as the world may 
justly be called, where scholars and philosophers, 
priests and people, high and low, all pay their ado- 
ration to this idol. To live in such a world, free 
from the love of money, is a deliverance and victory 
peculiar to the real members of Christ's church. 
*' Who is he that overcometh the world, but lie that 
believeth that Jesus is the Christ ?'' 

11* it should be said, this way of thinking and 
actiing seems to imply that it is wrong far a Chris- 
4iaatogain wealth, 1 answer* the word of God only 
condemns the desire of riches as defiling and sinful. 
But if, wjulst your heart is whole with him, he is 
pleased to. make prosper whatever you do, your 
wealth is plainly his gift, as much as if it came to 
jrou by legacy or inheritance. It is the act of God 
to call you up to a higher station, who was content 
in your own, and to intrust you with more talents 
lo iinprove for his glory. The difference between 
gaining, wealth put in this manner into your hands, 
and desiring to grozv rich, is the same as between 
a worthless, ambitious intruder into a public post, 
seeking nothing but his own base interest, and a 
,man sought out from knowledge of his excellency, 
.and invested with the same office, to preserve the 
common- weal. Those who see no material, no ne- 
cessary distioGtion in the two cases, are already blind- 
ed by the love of money. 

Nor let any deem it useless or severe so strictly 
to deny every propensity in the . heart to this sin* 
Useless it is not, because we are never secure from 
the dominion of our passions^ but by guaiding 
l^nst the first plausible pleas for their gaining an 
ascendency over us. Were we to allow the desire of 
being richer than the providence of God, unsolicited, 
siees fit to make us, what a suspicion must we have 
0f his love for us ! How soon be insensibly led into 
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stronger desires to be ricb» till evay scheme t» 
gratify that desire, not in&mous, would be greedily 
embraced, and the love of the world enthroned in our 
hearts! 

Whereas our heavenly Father, by commanding 
us to rest with full affiance on his providential good* 
ness, in the diligent discharge of our business, shuts 
up every pass by which covetousness would ap« 
preach to enslave us ; and, by a resolute refusal of 
all correspondence with the enemy, we are guarded 
against his treachery, no less than his violenoe. Nei* 
ther is the self* denial, which extends to suppress 
even a single wish of having more than is sufficient 
for the present, irksome ; because our ocHTupt na« 
ture works most to our trouble and vexation, whea 
we luie but just ¥rithin the limits of what is lawfol* 
The liberty and pleasure of the soul enlarge in pro* 
portion as it moves out of the neighbourhood of sio^ 
when, instead of rdjgarding its paths as paths of pleas* 
antness, could they be reconciled with duty, we fly 
from them as pestilent, and are weary even of tfa^ 
fauitest suggestions of evil. 

Add to this, so far is desire of riches from giving 
enjoynKut of them, that it very soon fills the mind 
with anxiety. So far frc»n augmenting their com* 
fort who cherish such a desire, that it turns every 
loss into a grievance, and creates vexation on a thou* 
sand occasions, without cause or end ; whilst all the 
diseases of trade, false weights and measures, extor- 
tion and roguery, so loudly complained of and so 
heavily felt, arise only from hatchii\g this cockatrice 
egg, love of money ; and, till that is cruslied, men 
will defraud, and injure^ and oppress, and devotur 
one another. 
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SUNDAY XLIII. 

CHAP. XLin. 
On Love of Praise. 

Corrupt sdf must be denied in seeking the 
praise of men. Unless something nobler tlum earth 
•can give be the grand object of pursuit, praise de<- 
Mghts the mind, as soundis exquisitely melodious do 
a musical ear. The Heathens, widi one consent 
avowed thb was the spring of all that gives lustre to 
tiieir names ; and the Pharisees did all their works to 
fee seen of men. Our nature, the very same as 
Aeirs, pains us whenever we meet with disrespect. 
How kneely do expressions of reproach pierce, and 
how much provoke us ! The visible pleasure also 
with which we listen to our own praise, is most 
evident, inciting flatterers to practice upon us by 
their designing arts. This strong innate love of 
praise and honour from men a Christian must deny. 
It mus^^ the motives of his conduct, or the end 
at which he aims, because, whilst this principle 
sways his mind, the judgment of the world, not the 
infaliibte decisions of scripture, will be the rule of 
his fife. In every case he will consider, not what 
duty or the plain command of God requires, but 
what will be for his reputation. What will the 
world diink of me ? will prove an alarm to his fear, 
fatal to every intention of living as a Christian must ; 
tlie fear of appearing an enthusiast by abstaining from 
fashionable vices, fix>m criminal waste of time, and 
from profaneness. This will reconcile him in time 
to things most c^posite to his duty. Such a one 
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may indeed have some knowledge of the truth, hat 
self-love will compel him to hold it in unrighteou&. 
ness : and lie will be more guilty than those who are 
utterly ignorant of their duty, by stifling his convio- 
tions, in order to enjoy the favour of men. 

Further, this love of praise will not only lead you 
inevitably into evil compliances, but utterly taint i& 
in you which has the appearance of being good^ 
As base designing courtiers know no other standard 
to measure their conduct but their prince's pleasure, 
80 will you refuse to avow the belief of any doctrine, 
or the necessity of any practice, which are not in 
good repute with the worH, even though you know 
both to be strongly enforced in God's word, as the 
truth, and only way of salvation. 

The love of praise from men, thus opposing our 
obedience to the will of our Maker, we must deny 
its pleasing, but treacherous insinuations. For as 
that word teaches nothing but what is necessary and 
infinitely beneficial too, we must in all thmgs con- 
form to it. Our single aim and constant ambttioD 
must be, to walk before God to all well-pleasing, 
regardless, whilst ^^ e act thus, conscientiously, whe- 
ther men approve or condemn our principles or con* 
duct. If, in the dischar^ of our duty, and bold 
confession of the faith of Christ, we meet with 
praise, as certainly we shall from aJl who love God, 
we may take encouragement from thence, and be 
thankful to him for his grace. If, on the contr^y, 
abuse and contempt are poured on us, we must, un- 
moved, persevere to ofiend those whose distempered 
minds cannot bear fidelity to God. Whatever reluc- 
tance we may feel within, we must be proof against 
all the severe methods used to make love of cha- 
racter work upon us to suppress or damp our zeal 
for the truth, and tlie manner of life it obliges us to 
lead. A noble species of self, denial, in which Chris* 
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tians distinguish themselves* For though the love 
o( praise be naturally no less sweet to tfa^m than to 
others, yet they have motives sufficient to wean then 
from seeking it. Jesus Christ, the object of their 
hope, love, and delight, is present to their mind« 
They see him not only de^sed, but outraged, giv« 
ing his back to the smiters, and his cheeks to them 
that plucked off the hair. Frequent contemplatioa 
of thk affecting object di^>08es the mind to bear con* 
tempt from the same sort of men who spit upon our 
Lord. Besides this weighty reason, not to covet the 
pniac of men, who love only what is agreeable to 
their, own fidse maxims and pursuits, Christians are 
taught to expect contempt on account of their attach* 
ment to Christ, and exhorted neither to be surprise 
«d nor discouraged at it 

: When all the professing people of God used the 
same mode of worship, and no opposition was made 
on. account of any supposed innovation in religion^ 
enmity was expressed with great resentment s^nst 
a truly, excellent life. ^^ The wicked seeth the righ- 
teous, and gnashing vipon them with his teeth. The 
wicked have drawn out the sword, and bent the bow 
to sUy such as be of upright conversation," Psalm 
*xxxvii. When the publication of the gospel is fore- 
told, the Almighty exhorts all who ^uld be dis* 
posed to obey it not to suffer love of praise, or fear 
of shrane, to make them renounce or dissemble their 
fiuth. ^^ Harken unto me, ye that know righteous- 
ness, the people in whose heart is my law, fear ye 
not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of tlieir 
revilings," Isaiah U. 7. When Jesus himself deline- 
ates the graces which adorn and distinguish his faith- 
ful followers, viz. humility, meekness, love of righ- 
teousness, purity, and mercy, he immediately adds, 
** Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you for righteousness sake." For he knew 
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the character, though a bentcsous reacmbhnoe <tf 
his own, would upbraid men of partial superficial 
Tktue, and gaU those of a corrupt life. 

These instructions strongly aid a sense of our doty 
to seek only the h(»iour thatcometh from God ; and 
are of great efficacy to cool the heart, which would 
otherwise bum for reputadcm. While Chnstiaaa 
are thus studying only to be approved of God, their 
singleness of intention, according to that gracious 
promise, is rewarded with the light of tru&, lo¥c^ 
and holiness, in which th^ enjoy more than a re« 
eompencefor die loss of human praise, or the com 
tempt poured on dieir understanding, choice, and 
conduct. 

Further, self mutt be deiued in ovar ei^yment of 
lawful comforts. Intemp^ance, lewdness, coret* 
ousness, and vain-glory, are in every degree defiling 
and sinful. Nothing can be urged in their defence 
by those who believe the Bible, or reason justly^ 
But, after these corruptions of heart are conquered^ 
there remains much exercise for self-denial. Our 
hearts must be disengaged from temporal Uesaii^ 
which have no intrinsic wordi, diat we may receive 
the benefit they were intended to give, wittKiut put^ 
ting our peace in their power. And consid^ng^ 
how very uncertain all outward comforts are, and 
how impossible it is to secure tlie enjoyment of tfaem^ 
«ur interest, no less than duty, requh^s that we 
should sit loose to them. 

Amongst these lawful comforts, in which sdf 
must be denied, our dearest relations are included i 
for though much love is due to them, and a great 
tenderness of affection, from whence much pleasure 
springs, ^till God alone must possess our chief love* 
But without a jealous watch, when our affection is 
tender as it ought to be, it will soon intrench upon 
what we mve to him, and render us lukcwarmj^ 
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fixceanve love for a^ faosband, wife, or child, wiH' 
prove* as &tal tothe scml, and as inpnious to God,' 
as excessive love of monif , wine, or voloptuousness^ 
It will en^ve us to an idol, iiduch we shall studious- 
ly seek to please, and bcfearful to oifend aboveafi 
things* Our hq>piness.will center in this short-lived. 
pcecaciQiis idd, and its i^emoval prove a stroke too. 
heavy to bear with Christian submission. The dan- 
ger of this inordinate affisction with re^ct to nobler 
objects than the covetous, aspirii^, or lewd pursue^ 
is expressly mentioned in scrq>ture, and adf*denial 
in this instance enjoined. ^^ If any man come to me» 
andhate not his father, and mother, and wife, and 
diildren," (as much renounce all fondness for them 
which would hinder fidthfuhieas in my service, and 
supreme love to my person, as if he hated them)» 
^* he cannot be my disciple, his heart cannot be whote 
with me," Luke xiv. 

St Pwal incuteates the same degree of self-deniid 
respecting our dearest eacthly comforts, founding^ 
hb doctrine on an everlasting reason. *^ Brethren, 
the time is short ; it remaineth tkit both they that 
have wives be as though they had none ; and they? 
that weq> [for the loss ci them], as though they 
wept not ; ami they that rejoice^ as though ^y re^ 
joioed not; and tt^y that buy, as though theypos* 
sessednot; and they that use this world, as not abus- 
ing it ; for the fashion of thb work! passeth away ;" 
1 Cor. vii. Short-lived as we are ouraeiyes, ^Hir b^t 
eiathly coaiforts are of toi still diorter in their duia- 
tion. Wherefcxe we act only according to the truth 
of our condition in obeying God by moderating xmc 
^fectbns towards all that are upon the earth. By 
this means we shall receive the comfort they are able 
to give, and still enjoy life in a separation from them 
when that takes phice. The uncnangeable aU*suffi« 

R a 
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cient God will be our tnmxu^ and Ae ftilure of die 
citerus which too may hew out for themadves, will 
enhance the more to «s thrllimiam of living waters. 
To comprehend) with a more lively imjMession, die 
ezceUeot advantage crf'bdng thus disengaged from 
inordinate aflfection towards obfects very d«u- to U8» 
look upon the fond modiert stupid wad dumb with 
grief^ refusing, like Rachel, to be comforted be* 
cause her chiki b gone, and haiixnuring hard thoughts 
oftheadbnble God, who gives and takes awa^r.as 
be pleasesu Turn to other otajects. Observe the 
settled ndaneholy whkh opprasses them* Thqp 
have lost, by a sudden stlDke^ die husband or wife 
of tlieir yoitlh, in whom they promised' themselvctt 
yeais of joy. They see thdur BaH^ncss shivered all 
m pieces, and by the interment ot the idM on whiok 
they doafted, the whole ciealionis beeome to IfacoiP 
a desert ; the comforts others enjoy m the marnedl 
atate aggravate their anguish, and aU their refuge is 
in the gUx>my thought, that death will sooga deliver 
tbem. 

These afflicting scenes, wUch so often pveseitf; 
diemselves, prove, no act of duty; can he more rear* 
sonahle or necessary thaa that of resisting and sup- 
pressing all inordinate k>^ie towards our dear refaih 
tions. Who can say they shall not be torn from uft 
19 a moment? Anddien, if we have deli^hied our- 
selves in them beyond measure, they will sureljl 
piorce us throu^ with many pangs for their fess ; 
pangs which wUl not only cut us off from heavenlyi 
coosolatioBs, but fill us with murmurings agaiaa* 
God,> bringing upoa us his heavy disptea^Kt. 
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SUNDAY XLIV, 

CHAP. !XLIV. 
*' "On evil Shame. 

SeJLiF niBsfcb&denkd:!]! orenDoming eiitil shame. 
We all flHturally fdliow custam^and iashkm, and^ 
though not ftfed 1Mb love of fen^, we stSl feel it 
grievous to beneproachtd » a bigov a fool^ an^n^ 
thiiskot Wher^re, when men observe that an 
af^pearanoe of serianaiiets or attachment to scriptnre 
primapiea, m condemnataon of corrupt pfaoticea and 
ftshionable eiTors, will make them pi^ as <J^sagreea« 
Me p^Boos, vnfit fior poike oompany till they giun 
more libenl iiotiott% they wptajhaid of relS^onw 
Pride atmnglyjpleads not to come i<M*ward as friends 
to the truth of God, where it is despised, but appear 
Improvers' of every thing in the mode, though we 
condemn it in oar heart. 

This evfl shame must be denied in all its woric^ 
liigs, because it is base, a great encouragement to 
iniqiiity, and destructive lo our own souls. 

Nothkig can be baser timn a dastar^ obee^ 
quiousness to the opinions of men. It not only 
speaks the dominion cowardice has over us; but it 
b a most ui^;rateful return for more knowledge thtti 
others have attained. Did God give you this know* 
kdge, to vHnch thouscmds are strangers, that you 
mi^ affront and put the greater indignity upon him, 
by preferring your own paltry reputation to his fa« 
vour ? that you might appear dark as the world in 
your understanding, rather than bear ridicule from 
the foes(tf truths only foes because their deeds are 
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evil ? Where most a soldier, ashamed of his king 
or service, appear? Yet what fidelity does he owe 
his king, what advantage does he reap in hk .service, 
worthy to be named witfi your ties of duty to the 
Lord over all, or widi the benefits he hath poured 
out upon you ? Both justice and gratitude, therefore, 
oMige us all, as far as we know the truths and our 
duty, to avow both, and not be ashamed of being 
counted righteous over-much, by men who have 
nothing more dian the sensdess form of godlin^s, if 
so much as even that. 

Besides, till we stamd forth advocates for the causo 
of God and Christian practice, in a manner becom* 
ingour condition in life, we contribute to the tn^ 
crease of wickedness. What all men either do diemd 
selves, or express no abhorrence of in odiers^ vm 
naturally conclude can have no great liann in itr 
Thus at length all seose t)f Christian rel^ion is bani 
ished firom society, and vice and profimeness triw 
umph, all their deformity in the puUic judgment 
being lost. : 

These pernicious evib would be certainly pre* 
vented, if the fear of shame, and reproach for God's 
sake, was resolutely vanquished. Inferiors may 
with modesty express a disapproving siknoe, or a 
cool reserve again^ vice and profeneness ; and where 
age, rank, or condition authorize, open and riiarp re- 
bukes of all that is immoral and irieKgious a^rt ne^ 
cessary to keep up the distinction of good and evily 
d«ty and transgression. 

By this means, men are reminded of their depen- 
dence upon God. And often a word spoken in 
maintenance of his cause is by his grate made ef- 
fectual to awaken the conscience, and change the 
heart. But if, from mean self-love and fear of losv 
ing favour with worldly men, we refuse by any of 
these metliods to testify our sense of God's authority^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



COMPLETE DUTY OP MANv as^ 

to confess our belief of his truths hatred of sin, and 
tove of holiness, we become accessories to the 
abounding of iniquitjr. For a tame spectator of in- 
sults offered to his Maker, and an unccmcemed wit* 
ness of those hard speeches which ungodly sixmers 
are wont to speak against him, will ever be judged 
bjr the offenders themselves to join in their senti- 
ments, at least to see nothing detestable in them. 

But if neither gratitude for a multitude of mer- 
cies from God, nor fear of strengthening and increas- 
ing the workers of iniquity, canprevail against our 
natural oowavdiee in tus cause, we are taught to op- 
pose fear to fear ; to wei^ against the shiuaie of be- 
tng reproached by men, the insufferable pain of 
evcrkist'mg contempt from God and angels- For 
immediately after ^e injunction of that self-denial, 
witlmut whittle it is impossible to fdlow Christ, the 
trying instance of losing our character for his sake is 
pointed out ^^ Whosoever shall be ashamed of me 
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful gene- 
ration, of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, 
when he cometfa in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels. But whosoever shall deny me before 
men, him will I deny also before my Father which is 
in heaven,^' Mark viii. 38. 

Not that we must draw back even from severer 
trials, than loss of character. We must take up our 
cross, and forsake all, sooner than desert our duty, 
or renounce our faith. To this trial the far greater 
part of mankind are constantly called, though the 
sword of superstition b sheathed, and the burning of 
heretics is hekl in general detestation. For men have 
no less fear of being starved than of being tied to the 
stake. Now, the dependence all inferior ranks of 
men have upon the. great and opulent, nKike them 
conclude they can never prosper witliout tlieir coun- 
tenance and favour. When a young man opens his 
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Afop^ or enters on the profession of law^ pkffiie, or 
diyinity^ how desirable to be emplcjred \>y die rich* 
or to Ivive their smile, aqd beiwlmittedasavelaomc 
guest to their table ! Who can gain considerably un? 
less in cities of commerce, or rise to eminence inai^ 
precession, without their interest ? Hence arises % 
moat violent temptation, which very few have integ* 
rity and fortitude to withstand ^ a temptation on ot 
account to be disagreeable to the great and wealthy, 
or to their principal dmne^ic, by whom so much 
may be got or lost Are they therefore profaiEie ? 
Not only the tradesman, but the lawyer, pbysiciwi 
and divine, will be afraid of confessing the laith, or 
practising the duty of a Christian. Are they lewd 
and intemperate ? How rare to find either tradest 
man, lawyer, physician, or divine, who will risk hm 
worldly interest by frowning upon tbqjr impkty, «e* 
velUng, lasciviousness, and excess, or dtuiQ to utter 
one word in coi^mnation of such vile conduct ! 
Against the remonstrances of conscience, self-inter^ 
est will lead a man carefully to avoid displeasing bh 
best customers, his most profitable clients, or pa* 
tients, or perhaps bis only patron, who can nuaeiuat 
in the church. 

No one can deny, that the principal inhabitimta* 
in every place keep the va^ multitude of their ioL^ 
feriors in awe ; noblemen and gentleanen of large 
estate keep in awe all who want to make their £or^ 
tune« And fanners and tradesmen, all who ^m their 
bread under them. And where superiors are earthljr 
and sensual, scarcely will you find their cfependent^ 
more religious than themsdves. This is one of the 
chief obstacles to the success of the gospel. In thia 
situation. Christian self- denial displays its enargf.*. 
Every real belk^ver in Christ will dare to shew invio* 
lable regmd to the truth and law of God, thou^ 
certain the rich or great will tfikt (^ence at hin oof 
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ditit aecount. ¥t&r of filling, or of want, ifnll not 
b^ray him to dissemble, ordteny his dutr. Whilst 
dti the one hand discretion and humihty preserve 
him from irritating the profane by improper rebuke 
or forward bdiaviour, fear and love of God, * on the 
other, will certainly lead Mm to bear some testimony 
s^sunst such lawless conduct, and such contempt 
I^our6d on die revelation of peace and truth. 

The weight which eternal things have in the be- 
Uever^s mind, the smart he has often felt in his con- 
science for seeming to approve what he knew God 
ha% condemned ; the express command that all 
Christians stttlt publicly profess their faith, and the 
Sdfierings Christ enduml to obtain his eternal re- 
demption, join their influence,, and fortify his mind 
sooner to risk the loss of all, than be ashamed of 
God and his word* And though such an opposition 
f& impioos cmtom (decent, rational, and noble as it 
is) eittrMi€ify terrifies num, yet those who are bold 
to make it, submitting to God in dilfgence and in- 
tegrity to provide for them, generally prosper: for 
they are heirs of the unconquerable promise : ",Come 
<mt (tom among them, and be ye separate, and I 
will receive you, and I will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, sahh the 
Lord Almighty,** 2 Cor. vL 

And if ai^ man, prc^essing himself a Christian, 
dare not thus rely updn God for temporal provision, 
&ough it seems to be ends^gered by adherence to 
his duty, kt not thM man deceive himself«-«hispro- 
feision is fike that of the traitors, he is an arrant in- 
fidel in hb heait, and his actions prove it Nay^ 
W^oUse tlum infidethy is chargeable upon him: an 
kMrid klea ol God, which, were it entertained by his 
children and friends of himself, would be a dagger to 
hblieftrt i, — an idea that God can see, and not deliver 
Wi Mm duld'in distrejises brought on him from cor- 
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dkl love to his heavenly Father's name, ^lougfa att 
power lie ia hb hands to reward and bless.* Such a 
one, O fearful profirasor, dost thou conceive the God 
of heaven and earth to be* 



SUNDAY XLV. 

CHAP. XLV. 



On scff-denicd Submission of our Understanding to 
God's Word. 



1 HIS is a restraint no kss difficult for men of sil« 
perior understanding to brook, than for the semual 
to live in chastity, the covetous to be liberal, or the 
fearful to be bold for God and duty. Yet, in requir- 
ing such submission to his naked word, he requires 
nothing unreasonable, because the objects of faith 
exceed human comprehension, and at present are 
revealed only in part. ** We preach," saith the 
apostle, " the wisdom of God in a mystery.'* 
Therefore, scripture must not be rejected under pre- 
tence that it contradicts common sense. Instead of 
indulging, we must repel that inscdent query. How 
can these things be ? For, as ignorant creatines, it 
is our duty, as Christians our profession, to believe 
what God has declared. And when his declaration 
is made, we must shut our eyes against numberless 
difficulties relating to the manner how things exi^ 
to whidi human wit and human ignoruice may, give 
birth. This is our duty, though mortifying infinite- 
ly to men of science, who are arrogant from conceit 
<^f their abilities and penetration, xor^ how can ai^ 
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MIC have reason to deny or doubt that to be true 
{which involves no patpaUe contradiction), whoi 
iour Maker hath affirmed it ? Or, how can one be 
«ure there is a real contradiction in diings, which it is 
certain, and even confessed, he cannot thoroughly 
comprehended ? Though reason, therefore, be of 
signal service in teacliing us, to a certain degree, the 
kcK>wledge of causes and effects, and, within its 
proper limits, is never to be disparaged, yet, under 
the influence of self-conceit and arrogance, it proves 
BO less an enemy to God and man tluin the vilest of 
ou{ passions. For it will teach us to disdain the no- 
tion of implicit faith even in our Maker, and to urge 
the supposed absurdity of scripture-doctrines, and 
their repugnancy to preconceived opinions, as suf« 
ficient to reject them, till the whde of revelation be 
denied. First the incarnation oi God; then, his 
Atonement ; after these, the fall, man's natural cor* 
ruption, aiul the s^ency of the Holy Ghost ; till at 
kfit scarce any doctrine in the Bible is allowed to be 
true, but what a Deist would receive^. 

Should it be said, implicit faith lays us open to all 
absurdities, under pretence of reverence for the auf 
thority of God ; the answer is obvious ; a distinction 

. * The sufficiency o( reason is an idea most flattering, which 
we therefore receive before we are aware of the consequence* 
Yet is it tiecebsary that we should be gradually led on to this be- 
lief, before we can consider the authority of reason as decisive. 
Were we utjir^t taught it is superior to the vevelation of God 
in his word, we should be shocked ; but when artftttty^conductr 
ed step by step to the belief of our own consequence, and cau« 
Honed ag^nst giving credit to any thing our reason does not 
comprehend, which Is said to be the in&llible test of truth, that 
^ery reason which, under due restriction, would have helped 
to preserve man from error, when exalted and trusted in aa 
sufficient of itself, will in£dlibly sink him into the lowest dregs 
©fit. For no sooner does reason hesitate to determine for him, 
than iic becomes a sceptic ; confounded in his further inquiries, 
he degenerates into an Bifidei avowed, or covert. 

s 5 
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must be made between iht time, befiEire we arc per-» 
suaded the Bible is of God, and after we know it to be 
6o. Before, we have full liberty to [mt to the aev^- 
est trial all the evidences which demonstrate the 
scripture is a revelation from God« £very one ca- 
pable of this inquiry should do so, because these 
proc^ are palpable, and make their appeal to our re^^ 
iortf which is ftilly qualified ta judge of the truth of 
facts. During the "whole time these proofe are un«- 
der examination, reason is to sit sole arltttress ; but 
when once the scripture is received, as it always 
must be when men are honest in their search, it ip^ 
mediately claims absolute submission to its doc* 
irines. After this, should we pretend ^hat reason 
audiorizes us to question any truth the book con- 
tains, we are self-condemned, because it is^the height 
both of folty and arrogance to urge against an in&L- 
lible teacher the repugnancy of what he affirms to 
our own ideas. On the contrary, when once the 
book is acknowledged to be of God, it instantly be- 
comes an act of the highest treason to rely endreljr 
upon scriptture testimony. 

That it is the duty of a Chrisdan in this manner 
to deny the arrogance natural to men^of superku* un- 
derstanding, the following declaratioD proves : ^^ I wifl 
destroy the wisdom, of the wis, ami will bring to 
nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where ig^ 
the wise ? Where is the Scribe ? Where is the dis- 
puter of this world ? Hath not God made fboliBh the 
wisdom of this worid ?" 1 Cor. i. The absolute 
contrariety which scripture truth bears to what the 
wisest men naturally conceive it is fit God should 
reveal, is affirmed, when it is said, '^ the wisdcmi of 
God is foolishness to men.'^ This doctrine, so 
mortifying to those who lean to their own under- 
standing, Christ remarkably confirms ; for herejoic- 
:ed in spirit, that tho^ who, like little ohildren^ sub* 
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flitted tobelieve whatever the word of God teaches, 
enjoyed the inestimable blessing of divine know- 
ledge, able to save their souls; whilst men who 
idolized their own intellectual abilities were incapa^ 
Ue of un^brstanding the truth. ^^ 1 thank thee, O 
Father, Loml of Heaven and earth, because thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father, 
fer so it seemed good in thy sight," Matth. xi. 

St Paul urges the same self-denial, when he af- 
firms, ^^ If any man thiiA himself wise, let him be- 
come a fool [in his own judgment, as much in. need 
of being taught every thing] ^ that he may be wise." 
And he particularly teaches us, that this self denial 
is effected by apostolic preaching, wherever it suo- 
ceeds to the salvation of the hearer. '' It casts down 
imaginations [corrupt reasonmgs, corrupt because 
impious, where the word of God hath decided] and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the know- 
ledge of God, and brings into captivity every thought 
|o die obedience of Christ." 

Such assertions can have neither use nor meaning, 
but to suppress that sceptical daring spirit, which 
too many dignify as the just exercise of reason, and 
a noble freedom of iniquiry, in opposition to the au- 
thority of established creeds* 

Nor would there have been such asserticms ia 
scripture, were there not in us, when we possess su- 
^rior understanding, cultivated by much reading, a 
propensity to make articles of religion for ourselves, 
though in fact it is impossible to know the things of 
God, any fiuther than we are taught them from his 
'own mouth. Believers in Christ must constantly 
guard against this abuse o( reason and learning, and 
not dare, through difficulties which may be startedi 
lo cavil with the scripture. 

It is absolutely necessary our understanding 
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should thus submit to the audioritjr of Grod*s word; 
because a man can nerer be a Christian wi^out it« 
Since every doctrine peculiar to the church of 
Christ, if we will not give full credit to the rcvealer, 
hath in it insuperable difficulties, pride, suded by a 
small degree of penetration, will find endless mattar 
to arraign the scripture in its account of the origin 
of our misery ; its character of the Redeemer, and 
his incarnation; of the Spirit's agency; of the pen- 
alty incurred by every transgression, and the pun- 
ishment of all who are damned. These several aip». 
kal articles of our creed, must be received upon the- 
mere authority of their voucher, the written word/ 
or not at all. And those who disdmn to acquiesce 
m such testimony do and must deny the faith oi 
Christ in their hearts, though, for obvious reasons/* 
^y choose to call themselves Christi^is, and to re- 
main in the bosom of Christ'^ church, thoug^h infi- 
dels to all intents and purposes. 

Self must be denied in rejecting all hope towards 
God, built upon our own righteousness. This is a* 
severe instance of mortification to us all, much be- 
yond any that has been insisted on. Yet, whatever* 
our good qualities may be, however great and shin- 
ing our attainments in grace, we must confess before ' 
God, our eternal condemnation would be inevitable, 
shoiild our Maker enter into judgment with us, in- 
stead of showing us compassicm, and loving usfree-^* 
ly. For how is it possible we can honour the sacri- 
fice of Christ as God would have it humoured, if we* 
fancy our own goodness can ever absolve us from 
guilt ? How can we flee for refuge to the Saviour, 
and abide in him as our strong tower, unless we ai* 
watfs see ourselves exposed to the avenger of blood, 
if not protected and justified freely through the re- 
demption tliut is in him? How can we, in fervent^ 
self, abasing gratitude, bow^own to God far impi:(t;^ « 
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ixig to us his righteousness, if we renounce not our 
own as utterly insufficient to answer for us at his bar ? 
Or how can we place our whole dependence on the 
Beloved of the Father for acceptance in him, unless 
conscious, to our last moment on earth, that we ne- 
ver can be justified or deemed righteous for our own 
obedience? 

From these reasons, (not to be set aside, through 
the many evasions pride, aided by much subtlety, 
hath contrived), a Christian denies his self in a de- 
gree no earth-born system of religion requires. And 
Siough this very humbling estimation of our moral 
excellence be the most difficult of all things to attain, 
jret scripture strongly urges it upon us, both by ex- 
ample and doctrine. Job cries out, "Behold! I 
am vile, I abhor myself.** Upon inquiry, we find 
this accuser of himself had not, even in the judg- 
ment of God, bis equal in moral goodness upon the 
whole earth. Yet the fault he bewailed, and which 
extorted his confession, was too high an opinion 
of his own worth : he had said, " I am clean without 
transgression ; I am innocent, neither is there iniqui- 
ty in me ;** Job xxxiii. 9. And for thus overrating 
his spiritual attainments, he loadies himself in his 
own eyes. Who now (receiving the scripture testi- 
mony borne to Job*s character) can think himself less 
sullied widi evil, or less defective in duty, than this 
illustrious child of God ? 

What Job was in old time, St. Paul evidently 
appears to have been in the Christian church. Who, 
in labours or sufierings for the glory of God, who, 
in love to God or man, in purity of heart and conver- 
sation, or extensive usefulness, can be compared 
with him ? Yet so far is this most distinguished 
saint and apostle of Christ, from confiding in his 
moral excellence, or fancying it the ground in any 
^e^e of his justification before God, that he emu. 
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merates what he had done asu) sufieredibr Christ 
flake, only that he might shew how utterly iie di»* 
claimed it ail as ttie foundation of his hope towards 
God* He poured contempt upon it, calling it loss 
and dung, in ccmiparison of being foiuld in Christ, 
*^ not having his own righteousness, which is of dit 
hw [t. €. not trusting in his own obedience for jus^ 
tifieation], but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by laith ;*^ 
Phil. iu. 

What these and other most excellent persons^ 
recorded in Holy Writ, declare in disparagement of 
their own righteousness, is confirmed as a doctrine 
of great importance by several passives. The poor 
and needy are represented as the only objects <^ the 
Kedeemer's grace, Ps. Ixxu. Whilst the good and 
virtuous in their own tyts " are scattered in the 
proud imagination of their hearts, and sent empty 
away,'' Luke i. A lowly mind is described as the 
only temper becoming our Christian profession, 
whilst the haughty spirit which prompts men to trust 
in their own righteousness, is expressed as the oiily 
cause of excludUng from salvation, even those who 
had a zeal for God ; Romans ix. By doctrine there- 
fore, -by examples, and by hb own experience of 
numberless defects, every believer in Jesus is led to 
call himself vile in the midst of his highest attain- 
ments, and constantly to esteem himself a needy im*. 
potent vessel of mercy, who has nothing to delight in 
but the name of the Lord, nor ground of confidence 
towards God but his righteousness. 

Compare this extensive self-denial, practised by 
the true members of Christ's church, with what 
cither enthusiasm or superstition have, under that 
name, enjoined. The contrast is striking indeed^ 
How frivolous and despicable to make self-denial 
(as weak enthusiasts do) consist in the shape or <joK 
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•ur of Our clotlie8> in demure lo(4s and precke be* 
haviour, or abstaining onli/ from fashionable diver* 
aions ! These things hypocrites may do, and shine 
as patterns of such mortification, whilst self, in its 
worst temp^^, is fuUy indulged. The self-denial ^ 
which stem superstition enjoins is worse. It impri- 
sons for life men and women, endued with active 
powers, and formed for society : it makes them 
move like clock-work in a round of religious rites ; 
it dcdies them with sackcloth, and orders them to 
pmctise many useless severities upon the body^ it 
oalls them to desert the very station in which Pro- 
vidence had fixed their lot, and buries even the ex« 
cellencies tb^' have in a cloister and a cell. 
« ^Examined by the rule of scripture, how mistaken, 
kow pitiable, how unprofitable is the zeal of suciai 
devotees 1 On the cof^rary, what a just underatand* 
iog, what fortitude of mind, what personal and pub* 
lie benefits are conspicuous in Christian self-de» 
nial! 

<^ It teaches us to use the plenty of meats and drinki 
given us by divine bounty, without any abuse of 
them ; thus confronting by our example, and severe- 
ly condemnii^-all excess^ It teaches us to enjoy 
the rich comforts of the marriage-state, and tlie va^ 
rious pleasures which spring from the chaste union of 
the sexes, and a well-govemed family, infinitely 
outweighing all that lust enthroned in a filthy heart 
can ho9sU It enables us to carry on trade without 
iM>vetousne$s, tbou^ every incitement to that sor- 
did passion surrounds us. In the reciprocal exer- 
cise of tender afiection between dearest relations and 
fiieads, it secures the supreme love of the heart (or 
God. It teaches us to avow his cause, and adhere 
to it, in contempt of our worldly interest, our hon- 
our, and our character. It teaches us to sacrifice ' 
•ur prying curiosity, and desire of comprdbiending 
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fully the truths of God before we belfeye them, t6 
the veneration we owe his oracles. And after an in- 
trepid venture of all for his sake, it teaches us, in- 
stead of eyeing with self-complacency our moral ex- 
cellence, to cry, " Enter not into judgment with thy 
servant, OX.ord." 

This extensive, most noble self-denial, is.suffi* 
£ient — Away then with the unnatural life of die con* 
vent; away with all the inventions of will- worship, 
silence, and total solitude, hair shirts, iron girdles, 
amd the coarsest food. Awa^ with all the whimsical 
uncommanded singularities m dress, and the fashion 
of the exterior man, which enthusiasts so violently 
press. It is far severer self-denial to mortify every 
pvil and corrupt desire natural to the heart. It is 
more courageous to fight till we die, than fly from 
the battle. It is more profitable to mankind to shine 
a light before their eyes, than to be inunured with a 
select company, as if pietjr could not live in the com* 
merce of the world. And it is infinitely more for the 
glory of Christ, that the new heart and new spirit 
which he hath given should be known and seen of 
all men, than be buried in perpetual concealment. 
Most useful, honourable, and excellent, are they wha 
deny all the cravings of corrupt self in the midst of 
forbidden objects. They, and they alone, prove 
the efficacy of the Saviour's prayer in their behalf: 
.^^ Father, take them not out of die world, but keep 
them from the evil,'^ 



PRAYER, 

Suited to the preceeding Subjects 

O LORD, the autlior and continual preser- 
ver of our being, thou hast an absolute right 
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overuB. We arc thy property ; tothee^andfartfiQe 
only, ought we to live. But we confess our shame^ 
our misery, and sin. We have impiously exaked 
oiurselves, and treated thy eternal majesty as un- 
worthy our regard. Professing ourselves Christiana^ 
we have refused to deny ourselves, to take up our 
cross and follow thee. We have cherished tl^ de- 
sires of our corrupt nature. We have encouraged 
those vile affections, which we ought to have be* 
wailed) opposed, and strangled in their birth. We 
have obstinately thought the happiness of man's life 
was in fulfilling the lusts <tf the flesh smd of the mind; 
and our whole aim has been to please ourselves. 
Hold up, O Lord, before our eyes this melancholy 
truth, that holy shame may cover us ; that we may 
return to thee our God with weeping and supplica* 
tion. O blot out all our sins for his righteousness 
sake, who pleased not himself, but came, in the 
body thou hadst prepared for him, to do thy will. 
By him may we be sanctified, and delivered from 
the wrath due to us for all our self-indul{|[ence. 

We have now heard oiu' duty explained and urged, 
that we must mortify all our evil and corrupt appe- 
tites. O rive us to beware of surfeiting and drunk- 
enness. May we eat for strength, not for gratifica- 
tion, and drink for thirst, not to inflame ourselves 
with wine, wherein is excess. By thy grace, may 
we always keep under our bodies, ana resist every 
lewd desire or thought Suffer us not to look upon 
a woman to lust after her ; inspire us with hatred of 
aH foolish talking and filthy jesting, all sights, books, 
and amusements, which defile sund war against the 
fioul. Convince us that thou wilt judge all whore- 
mongers and adulterers, and that no lewd person 
shall enter into thy kingdom. 

Enable us to overcome the love of the world, and 
^11 desire of wealth and greatness. May we be con- 

T T 
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tent witli such things as wc have, and let our whole 
conversation be without covetousness. Give us 
grace to conquer the love oi money, which is the 
root of all evil. Keep us ever satisfied with thyself, 
O God, as our portion, and never suffer us to in- 
dulg;e so much as a single wish for any thing in this 
^worid, more than food and raiment. Deliver us 
from the pride of our hearts, which thirsts for praise 
and honour from men. Let all our ambition be to 
please thee. Let us not fear the faces of men, nor 
be afraid of their revilings. Make us bold to main- 
tain thy honour, and ready on every *fit occasion 
with meekness to witness a good confession of thy 
truth, and our duty. 

Set our hearts at liberty from all inordinate affec- 
tion for those we love, and to whom we are dear ; 
and may we never provoke thee to jealousy by hon* 
ouring them above thy divine majesty. Save us 
from all conceit of our own understanding, and from* 
•cavilling at the doctrines thy infallible word teaches. 
And whatever we have done for thee, or received at 
thy hands, let each of us make this request living and 
dying, God be merciful to me a sinner, for his sake 
who was delivered for our offences, and raised again 
for our justification. Amen^ 
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I 

SUNDAY XLVI. 

CHAP. XLVL 
On devotional Duties^ 

When thepractice and tempers essential to Chris- 
tians are explained, too many cry out, Who then 
can be saved ? There is really no place in the Chris- 
tian scheme for such despondency. Though our 
natural weakness and corruption be much greater 
than such objectors believe, still Christian obedience 
springs from a root sufficient to produce it all. For 
God, the mighty God, hath promised light, power, 
and consolation to those who seek them in Christ 
Jesus, sufficient to maintain every holy temper in the 
measure required. 

The means which must be used with diligence 
and perseverance, to obtain these supernatural sup- 

Elies, are called, by way of distinction, Devotional 
>uties, and, in every one's judgment, are essential 
to religion. Yet, through sad self-abuse, devotion- 
al duties in general are mere religious formalities, 
which dishonour God, lull nominal Christians into 
a false peace, and harden the profane in their con- 
tempt of religion itself. To guard against an error so 
pernicious, I shall treat at large on die nature of de- 
votional duties, and the right method of performing 
them ; confining myself principally to secret prayer, 
and reading the word of God ; as what will be of- 
fered on these two capital parts of devotion bears an 
easy application to all public ordinances, and other 
moans of grace. 
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With respect to prayer, the d)ject of it is God 
alone, because the end of prayer, is to obtain deli* 
verance or preservation from evil, or the possession 
6[ good ; therefore our application must be made 
to him from whom every good and perfect ^t 
cometh; who orders all things according to the 
counsel of his own will, able completely to bless us 
in spite of all opposition ; and without whose fiivour 
the whole creaUon cannot afford either protection 
or comfort. Joined with uncontrcdable power, the 
attributes of omnipresence and omniscience are es- 
sential to the true object of prayer, in order that not 
one supplicant should be overlooked ; not one of 
the numberless millions of petitions offered up in the 
same instant du*ougfaout the wcnrld be lost ; and that, 
amidst the infinite variety of complicated cases, the 
things best for each individual, and those only, 
should be conferred. United with these perfecticuis, 
there must be mercy and love to foi^ve our sins^ 
to overcome our fears, and encourage our petitions^ 
conscious as we must be of our own vileness when 
we are fit to pray. 

Thus, from the nature of prayer, it is evident 
we must address ourselves to God aIone« We are 
taught the same in his oracles. *' Praise vrsuteth 
for thee, O God, in Sion, and unto thee shall the vow 
be performed. O thou that hearest prayer, unto 
thee shall all flesh come." Psal. Ixv. ^^ I am the 
Lord thy God, thou shalt have none other gods be- 
fore me. Thou slialt not make to thyself any gra- 
ven image, nor the likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, nor in the earth beneath, nor in the 
water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down 
to them, nor worship them ; for I, the Lord thy 
God, am a jealous God," Exod. xx. 

A truth so plain, so important, so often repeated 
in scripture, tliat the monstrous corruptions of wor- 
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ship introduced by popery, are matter of astonish- 
ment, no less than lamentation. Instead of making 
God the only object of their trust, papists have be- 
sides him almost innumerable saints and angels, and 
from each, they tell us, they are to receive some be- 
nefit in answer to their prayers. They tell us there 
are above advocates and patrons for all exigencies 
and occasions, who defend men from dangers and 
diseases, and bestow favours and virtues. They tell 
us, we are to apply to these patrons, without troub- 
ling God the Father and the Redeemer, who is God, 
by presumii^, upon every occasion, to make imme- 
diate addresses to them. 

A horrid superstition; at once confuted, when you 
know what perfections are essential to the object of 
our prayers. Where is almighty power, infinite un- 
derstanding, and omnipresence, but in the eternal 
God ? How absurd then and impious to call on those 
for help, who by nature are no gods ; so limited as U^ 
be incapable of knowing what we want, or bestow- 
ing what we ask ? 

Our prayers should generally * (if we exactly 
follow the scripture rule) be addressed to the Father, 
in dependence upon the sacrifice and mediation of 
the Son, and the influenee of the Spirit In this 
manner of address, the distinct part each person of 
the (>odhead bears in the salvation of sinners, the 
infinite purity of God, and our own defilement to 

* I say generally^ for there are numerous instances of prayer 
addressed to Jesus Christ. The disciples prayed to him, m- 
creaae our faith — the dyuig malefactor, to save his soul. Ste- 
phen, with his dying breath, commended himself into his 
hands. Paul besought him thrice to take away the thorn in his 
flesh, and styles him LfOrd over all, rich in mercy to all that cull 
upon him ; tor, whosoever calieth ou the name of the Loi*d 
shall be saved. These are precedents (never to be set aside) 
proving that each member of the Christian church raay and will 
say, as Thomas did to Jesus, My Lord ami my God. 
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the last, are forcibly taught ; points of such moment^ 
that all scripture labours to impress them on our 
minds. 

Now, as God is the only object to whom we must 
pray, so prayjy is the spreading before him the 
wants and desires we feel. Without this, the best 
chosen petitions repeated punctually every morning 
and evening out of a book, or the greatest fluency 
of expression, are only the mimicry of prayer. A 
sort of devotion, which the proud and self-sufficient, 
anil most grossly ignorant, can practise ; on which 
the formal and superstitious can fancy themselves 
religious in an extraordinary degree, though they 
never prayed once since they were bom. For as 
the needy only can stoop to ask alms, so we begin 
to pray, and not before, when we feel ourselves Kf ady 
to perish, if we receive not the things we ask for. 

This sensibility of real want, scripture representa- 
tions and examples prove essential to prayer. " If 
thou slialt seek the Lord, thou shalt find him ; if 
thou seekest him with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul,*' Deut. iv. ** Trust in God at all times ; pour 
out your hearths before him," Ps. Ixii. " The Lord 
is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that 
call upon him in truth," Ps. cxlv. 18. When the 
inspired Solomon commands us to pray for wisdom, 
he emphatically expresses the need we must feel of 
that gift. " If thou criest after knowledge, and lift- 
cst up thy voice for understanding ; if thou seekest 
her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treas- 
ure." Our Lord points out the same feeling as 
essential to prayer ; he describes it by askings seek- 
ingy knocking : terms which express a pungent need 
of help, and an immediate answer. St. James, hold* 
ing out the very same idea, calls successful petition 
inwrought prayer. What scripture thus defines to 
be prayer, the practice of God's saints illustrates. 
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When they came before the throne of grace, they 
were penetrated with the feeling of their necessities. 
*^ With my whole heart have I sought thy favour. 
At evening, and at morning, and at noon- day, will 
I cry, and that instantly ; and thou shalt hear me." 
See another example of the distress and importunity 
of a true supplicant : *' Out of the depths have I 
cried unto thee, O Lord : Lord hear my voice. O 
let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my suppli- 
cation.^' In the address of Daniel, greatly beloved, 
every syllable breathes sense of want,- which scarce 
knows how to bear the least denial or delay. " O 
Lord hear, O Lord forgive : O Lord hearken, and 
do ; defer not for thine own sake, O my God." 

From this scripture representation of prayer, tliat 
it means spreading the wants we feel before God, it 
is plain, all men stand perfectly on a level in their 
natural state, as to any ability to pray. Outward 
circumstances here make no difference. A polished 
scholar and an ignorant clown ; those who have 
been most piously trained, and those who have been 
brought up profanely ; those who have been kept 
back from sinful excesses, and those who have plung- 
ed most deeply into them, if no other difference 
takes place, remain alike strangers to real prayer. 
For, notwithstanding the grosses ignorance, and bad 
education, and profligate manners, soon as ever the 
sting of sin is felt, and its tyranny oppresses the 
soul, prayers and cries will ascend up to God from 
a humble troubled heart. On the contrary, where 
the guilt, strength, and defilement of sin are not 
painfully felt, neither learning nor pious education, 
nor abstinence from all vice, will enable any one to 
pray. In many instances, these advantages blind 
and flatter by their specious appearance ; in all, they 
are entirely distinct from conviction of sin, and 
every alarming apprehension of its issue, unless par. 
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doned and subdued. For all true knowledge and 
just apprehensions of sin, wherever found, are 
owing to an infinitely higher cause. They are the 
effect of a firm belief in God's word, declaring the 
sinfulness of sin, and a heart so humbled as to plead 
guilty to the charge of it. But it is not in the 
power of good education much less of learning, 
to produce either. They are the gifts of God : gifts 
no sooner received, than all impediments to prayer 
vanish* Want immediately makes the stammering 
tongue of the unlearned, or of those who have been 
in time past most wicked, speak plain enough in 
the ears of God. Want makes the heart, whioh 
was before too gross to conceive any excellency in 
the things of God, seek after them with earnest cries. 
And whatever difference good understanding, pious 
education, or general at^tinence from vice, m^y 
make in the *' matter of confession, the degrees of 
guilt, or the choice of words," still the prayer which 
God accepts, and- answers with a blessing to the 
e^oul, will be exactly the same in the litde sinner, as 
in the great ; in the poor as krthe rich ; in the low- 
est and weakest of the people, as in the most accom- 
plished preacher of God's truth. 

May this scriptural account of prayer undeceive 
many who presume they stand accepted with )their 
Maker on account of their multiplying exercises of 
devotion, when instead of feeling themselves sinful, 
impotent creatures, as their prayers constantly repre- 
sent them to be, fancy they are righteous, and swell 
with conceit of superior goodness, because they so 
often repeat prayers, and so punctually frequent the 
church. May this scripture account of prayer en- 
courage all who feel their own vileness, xvhatever 
they have been, to make their confession, and pour 
out their complaints before God, though their utter- 
axxce or knowledge be very defective, and such as 
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tnm would despise, and though their past tives hav6 
been most profligate. May this scripture account 
of prayer convince also poor people it b mere hy- 
pocrisy and love of darkness, because their deeds are 
evil, wh^ they pretend they cannot pray, because 
they cannot read a letter-*--for nothing but contempt 
of God's word, and denial of our sinful. conditbn as 
represented in that word, leave either learned or un- 
learned under such hardness of heart, as to feel no 
want of grace, mercy, and p»ce from God, conse- 
quently unable to pray% 

Further, it is plain from the nature of prayer, as it 
means spreading our wants before God, that a real 
concern for salvation will excite prayer at all times^ 
and in all places. We shall pray when about bur 
business and in company, unseen by every human 
eye, as really as when alone, or in oivMloset. Fre- 
quent ejaculations (f. €* prayers dartedl^ to heaven) 
will be the necessary consequence of longing desires 
in the. heart towards God, and the rememtmnee of 
his name.*— In proportion as we l^ve an object, our 
thoughts and wishes ever follow and fix upon it. 

Wc proceed firom the nature, to considar the sub- 
ject matter of prayer, or what wants we are to spread 
before the Loid. Certainly they mu^ be only such 
as becomes him to supply, as we are wuranted by 
hb own word to make known to htm, sand assured 
by his promise, either absolutely or with limitation, 
that he will relieve. 

We may ask temporal blessings ; ease when in 
racking pain; health when pining sickness has taken 
lis oflf from our employment, (h* wasted our strength { 
a maintenance, that we be not left destitute. Wc 
may ask the continuance of our own lives, and the 
lives of our dearest relations and friends, when in 
danger. Praf^r may be made to God for each df 
these boieftts ; because instances of each are record^- 

fj Br 
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ed in scripture; because, by implorag ttem, Mvfs 
exalt God as the sovereign L&td of liCe, and all its 
comforts ; and thus our absolute dependence upon 
him is confirmed, and our gratitude for his favours 
increased. 

But though it be lawful to pray for any of these 
benefits, we must do it always with submission to the 
will of God, provided he sees it best to give what 
we ask ; always remembering diat things df this 
kind are promised only on condition that they are 
for the glory of God, and our good ; always remem- 
bering that ease, health, ronnteiuuice, friends, and 
life itself, are things unspeakably mean, -compared 
with spiritual and eternal blessings. 

Indeed a real Christian can never desire things tern* 
poral as his chief good, yet it is very proper to ask 
them of om^fakei', because many who have first 
prayed onlylbr die removal of some temporal evil, 
or the continuance of some temporal good, have 
been led, by God-s gracious answer, to seek his 
kingdom and righteousoiess with their whole heart 

But spiritual and eternal blessings must be the 
chief matter of a Christian's petition. He must ask 
for the spirit of wisdom and revelation io the know- 
ledge of Christ, and for pardon through his blood« 
— He must pray that he may comprehend, with all 
saints, the breaiJUh and lei^th, and height and 
depth of his love, that he may mortify every vile 
afiection, and bear a brighter xx>nfi[urmity to his 
image. 

These are the grand things of which all Chris- 
tians feel their want, which tbey pursue with ardour, 
and daily wait upon God to receive in a more abun- 
dant measure. 

Besides this general matter of prayer, common to 
the whole church of Christ, each private believer 
finds particular matter for bimself sugg^ted from 
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liis own trials, the frame of his mind, and the ^- 
pointments of Providence respecting him. Every 
alteration in either of these particuha^ produces some 
correspondent want in the man. Therefore, as resd 
prayer b spreading oar wants before God, the peti« 
tions which may be very proper to- day will be quite 
unsuitable to our case toumorrow ; and what was suf- 
ficient in certain circumstances will in opposite ones 
be deplorably defective. Consequendy the matter 
of our private prayers must rise out of the objects 
and occurrences around us, and the impressions 
which they make upon us. For as difierent tempta- 
tions present themselves, different will be the work- 
ing of corruption* Sometimes we shall fieel pride, 
envy, and self-preference ;* at others, impatience^ 
anger, discontent, or peevidmess. Now impure 
thou^t$ may be exdted, then love oi praise, evil 
"'surmisings, t^^ uncharitable conclusions, or lusting 
after money. Aocarding to these frequent and im- 
portant variations, ou. petitions must be adapted 
for pardon, deliverance, and die aids of grace. And 
tiiough such an admirable form oi public worship as 
ours, comprehending every particular case, which, 
quick as thought, each individual will for himself 
perceive, is profitable in the highest degree ; yet in 
. secret, before God, it seems no less improper to 
' use a fcHin of prayer which another has composed,- 
than to procure a pers(Mi to tell for us, to the physi- 
cian, our own pains and feelings m sickness. These 
we can tell to another, why not to the physiciaa 
himself? 

Particular assistances are also needful, according 
to our station in life, and the snares to which we are 
exposed on that account. The rich and noble stand 
in the midst of dangers peculiar to themselves ; men 
in trade and merchandise have very much to fear 
from th^ir business ; whilst past<»B,and teachers, in 
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(H^ef to be pure from thebloodof tfiosecmnmttledl 
to their chargei need a great measure of wisdom^ 
love, and zeal. 

It is, therefore, by no means sufficient, that we ask 
of Cvod those things which he commands men to 
seek, and has promised to bestow, unless we also 
specify what we in particular now want. We must 
derive our petitions not only from the teaching of 
the word, aiMl a knowledge of things necessary for 
us as Christians, but frwm our own feelings and de* 
sires. And unless our state of heart does of itself 
dictate to us the matter of our prayer, there is no 
reason to think we are in earnest. For if our sins 
and corruptions were grievous, surely we should con- 
fess them. If they were odious in our own eyes, 
surely we should be very partieular and ui^;ent in re- 
questing of God to subdue them. 

Besi&s, it appears scarcely possiUe to guard ef^ 
fectually against fwmality in prayer, unless it be 
used as a simple, constant application to God, for 
the supply of <Hir daily and peculiar wants. Nor is 
it any objection to say^ very few, in comparison, 
have abiHty to adapt good words to their particular 
cases, pr^V^r for c^hen to hear : Granted— Yet every 
one is sufficiently qualified to do this alone before 
God, who seeth the heart. Here false grammar, 
frequent hesitations and repetiti(His, are hi no degree 
detrimental or inconvenient ; nor phrases at which 
men might take offence as coarse and low, the least 
improper. When the desire of the heart, and inten- 
tion of the soul are pure, the prayer b a spiritual 
sacrifice acceptable to God, dirough Jesus Christ our 
Lord. And he most m^uily conceives of the di- 
vine mafesty md perfections, who supposes God is 
pleased at aJl with elegant, nervous words, or fluent 
expression, or with any thing but the prayer of the 
upright ; which a day •labouitt^ is as able and likely 
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Atleasttooflfer usUohini) as iny admired speaker oT' 
ambient scholar. 



SUNDAY XLVIL 
CHAP. XLVII. 

On the Necessity of Prayer. 

W^HAT was ofiered in tte precedii^ chapter will 
make plain, to the meanest capacity, the nature and 
the matter of real prayen But ignonmce, alas ! is 
the wrakest obstacle to this duty we have to remove } 
aversion to such spiritual, soul-humbling confession^ 
and natural profaneness, are much mme difficult to 
overcome. For this end let us consider in ^batt 
manner scripture urges the necessity of prayer. 

It b enforced in that divine book, by the practice 
of die most venemble persons, as the only means of 
obtaining grace to pay uniform obedience to God, 
as required by his command. 

It is enforced by die most venerable names, Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacd[>, Moses, Samuel, David, Daniel, 
Peter, and Paul ; the first names f« excellency be- 
fore God were constant in prayer. This enlivened 
their graces, and gave them such transcendent lustre. 
But Aeir diligence in the duty of prayer is not re- 
corded to g^ve them the trifling honour of a posthu- 
mous fame ; it is deigned to prove that we must do 
as they did ; that if we hope to be with them in the 
kingdom o( glory, we must follow them, who, 
through fidth wnd pati^ice, inherit the promises. If 
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tficn we revere the word of God, we cannot neglect 
a duty which was of such unportance in the judg- 
ment of all his saints. 

But if their practice proves the necessity of prayer, 
how much more the example of Christ ? Before his 
brightness, pix>phets, apostles, and martyrs fade away^ 
as star^ in the firmament when the sun arises. He 
was holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners ; 
nevertheless, prayer employed a considerable portion 
of his time. Fatigued as he was bv excessive labours 
of love, in travellmg from place to place, preaching iii 
every town and village to immense multitudes, whp 
thronged and pressed upon him, he needed all the rest 
the night could afford ; yet would he sometimes rise 
great while before it was day , that, retiring upon 
the mountain's top, he might pray without inter- 
ruption. Sometimes the moon and stars saw hira^ 
their Maker, an earnest and devout intercessor, 
whilst others were sleeping in their beds. 

After this record, can any one, calling himself 
a Christian, question the absolute need he has to 
pray ? If the master of the house, infinitely distant 
from the slightest stain of sin, prayed^ how much 
more must they of his household, weak and sinful 
as they are ? If the Lord over all, when he appeared 
in our flesh, prayed^ how much more must falten 
creatures be bound to pray ? Should any one ima- 
gine himself excused from this duty, the proper re- 
buke of such audacious impiety is to reply, the pro- 
phets, the apostles, and the martyrs, all prayed ; the 
Saviour in the days of his flesh prayed — Whom 
makest thou thyself ? 

Further, the absolute need we have to pray is 
evident, because it is the only means of obtaining 
mercy, and grace to do the will of God. He gives 
health and long life, houses and possession, to those 
Avho never bend tiieir knee before him. Not so spi- 
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ritual apd eternal blessings. He never pardons sin, 
or saves from its detestable dominion, till prayer is 
made for the invaluable favour. The unchangeable 
ordinance runs thus : If thou shalt pray unto God, 
he shall be favourable unto thee, Job xxxiii! ** Thou, 
Lord, art good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous 
in mercy [what, to all sorts of men indiscriminately; 
to the profane and self, sufficient? No, but] unto all 
them that call upon thee," Psalm Ixxxvi. 6. Om- 
niscient as he is, and full of compassion, he requires 
and commands us to make our requests known t© 
him, before he will supply our spiritual necessities* 
'** Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew 
thee great and mighty things which thou knowest 
not," Jen xxxiii. 3. But no words can more em- 
phatically prove that prayer is the grand necessarjr 
means of obtaining mercy, and finding grace t# 
help, than those of our Redeemer. " Ask and yc 
shall have ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you." This is as much as to 
affirm, that without asking, seeking, and knocking, 
we can receive no spiritual good from above. Con- 
sequently, not to pray is, most evidently, to remain 
destitute of the things which accompany salvation. 
Every one who despises this method, which God 
hath chosen as the fittest for conveying necessary- 
supplies to the immortal soul, confiding in his own 
strength or virtues, in the finished work of Christ, 
or the election of grace, must unavoidably remain a 
slave to sin, and under the curse. 

The profane will not stoop to seek help and pow- 
er from on high; therefore, the appearances of good- 
ness, which are their boast, can never amount to 
more than a partial regard for what is right ; which, 
poor as it is, is sure to fall a sacrifice to the ruling 
passion. Thus you may often observe a man prid- 
ing himself on his moral goodness, and pourbg 
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contempt on devotional duties^ miserablj ch^iiied 
by every trifling disappointment, and for the slightest 
provocation full of resentment, if not breathing mur« 
derous revenge, Y6u may often observe a despisei^ 
of prayer much caressed by others, and no less self- 
applauded for humanity, good nature^ and contempt 
of money, studiously plotting the ruin of innocence^ 
and adding cruelty to injustice, to gratify his body* 
And frequently you may see a warm advocate for 
the doctrines of grace, and the glory of Christ, dct 
ccitful, covetous, and a slave to sin, through hab- 
itual rieglect of prayer. 

In fiict, the connexion of all graces is the work of 
the Holy Spirit, const quently no one can pay uni- 
form obedience, who doth not place his dependence 
on that promised helper, only given to them whQ 
ask him. 

Add to these arguments for the necessity of prayer 
the plain command of God. No man is left at Ub* 
berty whether he will pray or no, nor can he neglect 
prayer, 3ret only suflfer the loss of some advantages 
he might procure by it Great guilt is contracted 
by neglecting to pray. It is a contempt of God and 
his authority, who has not more expressly required 
us to shew mercy than to worship himsetf. *' Men 
ought always to pray, and to continue in prayer.** 
To plead our good qualities and good behaviour, as 
setting aside our obligation to prayer, is actually to 
live in the commission of the basest theft, defraud*- 
ing even God of his due. With equal reason, and 
as little afiFrbnt to him, may we refuse to obey his 
law in doing justice to men, as refuse /honour to 
himself, to whom honour in the highest degree be- 
longs. 

In this light you must regard the duty of prayer, 
to be preserved from the contagion of unreasonable 
and wicked men, who either totally neglect, or de- 
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plorabty trifle and dissemble with God in it Sp wilt 
you perceive odious injustice masked with the ftp- 
pearance of integrity : and high pretensions to hon« 
our, whibt, in fact, there is a violation of the most 
important duty, a duty resulting from our relation 
to God, as our Mkker, and enjoined by hini^ the 
one Lawgiver, able to save and to destroy. 

This injustice towards God, and contempt of him 
expressed by habitual neglect of prayer, is a sin 
which no excellencies the world applauds can in the 
least degree excuse. Wherever it is chargeable^ 
Kke rebellion against the state, or adulterous com- 
merce, it cancels every pretension to be spared on 
Hccount of any good qualities. Kings of the earth 
hever acquit a rebel, because high treason is hid 
only crime ; much less does the Lord Almighty^ 
whose name is jealous, overlook die contempt thrown 
upon himself, because the person guilty of it is free 
from, all dishonesty towards men. To fancy he 
will overlook such an affront, is to entertain the 
tnost despicable idea of his character, as if he was 
ignorant of the treatment his name and word re- 
ceive, or indifferent about the matter. But such a 
God no more resembles the God of the whole earth, 
the God of Christians, than Baal or Moloch. The 
true God b a jealous God, and terrible : jealous, 
not to allow his glory to be given to another, or de- 
nied to himself : terrible, to punish his adversaries, 
who rob him of the homage he demands, as the 
Lord of the universe, in whose hands is the breath 
of every living thing. He hath taught us, by every 
form of expression which can engage our attention, 
that to serve him with reverence and godly fear ts 
the whole duty of man i consequently a despiser of 
prayer, though adorned with every quality the pro- 
fane admire, still wants the one thii^ needful to 
sancdfy his generosity, benevolence, and social vir- 

w w 
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tucs. For, idolized as these are by the wwld, they 
weigh nothii^ in the balance of the sanctuary, un-* 
less flowing nova leve to God, Though I give all 
my goods to feed the poor, and have not love, I am 
nothing. " For them who honour me," saith the 
Lord, "I will honour, and they that despise me 
shall be lightly esteemed," 1 Sam. ii. Nothing, 
therefore, shall excuse or palliate the insolence of 
attempting to supersede the necessity of devotion, 
by afiecting to magnify moral honesty and benevo- 
lence as the sum of man's duty* 

The profane, indeed, pretend to much nobler 
ideas of the Supreme Being than Christians who are 
governed by his own word. He, say they, knows 
all things ; why then should yet tell him what you 
want ? He is loving also to every man : therefore, 
without our request, will give us that which is good. 
What are our prayers to him ? Pure and undefiled 
religion is, to do justice, and love mercy. 

The confidence with which some make such as* 
sertions would tempt on« to conclude they know the 
mind of God, when it is impossible they should in 
the least degree. For as skill in human sciences 
can only be gained by studying them, so the know- 
ledge of God is (Hily to be obtained by prayer and 
meditation on his own word : both which the pro- 
fane despising, though they profess themselves wise, 
they betray die grossest ignorance in their objec- 
tions against the necessity of prayer. Had this duty 
been enjoined, either as £^ving God information, or 
exciting in lum a love for us, to which he was a 
stranger, till our petitions gave it birth, their ob- 
jections would have been erf force. But how ex- 
ceedingly foolish are they, when all our encourage- 
ment to pray is a precious full assurance that 
God knows, better than we can ourselves, all our 
wants, and, becau:se he loves us, wiUhear and an- 
swer. 
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The absdute necessity then of prayer remains in^ 
disputable on the grounds already mentioned, viz« 
tiie constant practice of the saints, and of the Sav- 
iour too^ as the grand means of obtaining grace, to 
aerve God acceptably, enjoined by his high com- 
mand. To these one argument more may be add* 
cd : prayer is necessary to preserve and increase in 
our minds a clear knowledge of our many wants, 
a sense of our absolute dependence upon God, and 
a lively gratitude for his mercies. Such a solemn 
constant representation of these great truths before 
our Maker is of admirable efficacy ! The conclu«* 
sion, therefore, is evident (let it be well weighed) 
that no engagements in business or practice of so^ 
eial duties will justify either neglect of prayer, or g 
cold customary performance of the duty. Our 
prayer must be diligent, persevering, importunate ; 
no other prayer is heir to any promise honourable to 
God, or profitable to men. Whatever the world 
does, such prayer ^wiU every believer ia Jesus present 
before the throne of grace. 



SUNDAY XLVIII. 

CHAP. XLVIII. 
The Properties of acceptable Prayer.. 

W^E have proved the true object, the nature, the 
subject matter, and the necessity of prayer ; we are 
now to point out the properties which make it ac* 
ceptable, and ensure its success. 
.The first is a real purpose^ to believe and do as 
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God teadies atod oomipands. For U; irampcide^ 
learning, or love of sin, we refuse to submit to hia 
authority, flattering ourselves that multipUed devo« 
tions are sufficient, or obedience in all points, save 
where the beloved lust is spared— in this case, ou9 
wayers will be resented as an high provocatiixu 
For what can be baser than, a profession of honoring 
God by our worship, when we manifest real con- 
tempt of him by wilful disobedience? What greater 
offence than to implore pardon,, thou^ dBtermioed- 
not yet to ^ve up sin ? Or to pretend to call upoa 
the Lord for liberty, as if we were enslaved agu^t 
our will, when we love our bondage ? If we legaid 
iniquity in our hearts, though we m^ mwy pmyeis^ 
hs will hide his face from us; '' For he heamh Mti 
sinners; btit if any mem be a.worshipper of God^ 
and doth his will, lum he heareth." 

Yet it siust be observed in this plaoe, with pe^ 
culiar caution, that no one, though in actual subjec* 
tion to sin, ought. to be discoura^d, on diis account, 
from praying, provided he Id eani^ seeks deliver*^ 
ance, because from the throne of grace he must re- 
ceive that blessing. In a guilty sund enslaved con* 
dition, all the saints of Crod have began first to call 
upon him : nor is any one disqualified fix>m making 
acceptable prayer, though the combat with a master 
sin is for a time severe and dubious, and he may be 
frequendy overcome by his own wickedness. If, in • 
this sad case, the siiuier feels shame and sorrow, 
with ^at desire (iiotwithstanding the dreadful 
power of his corruptions) to serve God, he ought 
immediately to make his confession, and%ewail his 
miserable bondage.T~Then will he know there is a 
deliverer, who looketh down from heaven to hear 
the groanings of such as are in captivi^ to their . 
sins, and ready to perish. Nay, who^e rebpses are: 
frequent, though the coition be moot deplorably 
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jrct let Mt prayer be given up ; for this is turning 
mir back on the only remedy whi6h can be use£ 
If there be a real contention against sin, and unfeign- 
ed prayer for victory over it, I would encourage 
such to maintain the combat. Their souls are at 
stake, and the promise of God is sure, he will yet 
bear tlieir cry, and wiU help them. 

A second property in all acceptable prayer is sel£- 
abasement. We must draw nigh to God, consciousr 
of our vileness, which renders us unworthy so much 
as to lift up our eyes to Heaven, much more to re* 
eeive pardon, peace, and salvation* We must make 
our requests as mere objects of mercy, who would 
have no cause to coinplain, were our sins punished 
with eternal death. Great stress is laid upon this 
humiliation <^ die soul by the inspired writers. 
^' The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken 
heart, and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit,^' 
Psahn xxxiv. When lehovah describes the gloiy 
of his Majesty in the sublimest manner, he specifies 
this indispensable requisite in the r^ht worship of 
his name : ^' Thus saith the hig^ and lofty One, who 
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy, I dwell in 
the high and holy place with him also that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." 
St. James strongly urges the same humiliation ; he 
addresses those who were formal in their devotions, 
constant and punctual in prayer, but litde affected 
with their defilement and sinfulness. After reprov- 
ing them for askihg amiss, that they might consume 
it upon their lusts, he directs them how to pray with 
success : " God," says he, " resisteth the proud, but 
giveth grace to the humble. Be afflicted, and mourn, 
and weep. Let your laught^ be turned to mourn* 
ing, and your joy to heaviness ; humble yourselves 
m the si^^t €i the Lordi and he shall lift you up." 
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This abiding 'sense of our omi vileness must at?- 
tend our prayer, in opposition to those self-exalting- 
ideas natural to us, and in full proof that we know no 
man living can be justified in the sight of God|^ 
should he enter into judgment with him. 

To this humiliation must be joined affiance in Grod» 
"knd boUSiess in approaching him. When we ask^; 
we must not fluctuate between hope and doubt ; but^ 
be assured, we shall no less certainly obtain all we 
need, than if the blessings we implore were already 
g^ven. When, for instance, we confess our sins with, 
sorrow and humiliation, begging mercy through the 
atonement, we must be confident wc shall not he 
disappointed ; or when we pray for victory over our 
natural corruptions, we must assure ourselves they; 
shall be subdued. When, in great distress and per** 
plexity of mind, we beg of God direction, support 
and deliverance, we must not listen to a fev« that 
perhaps we shall not be heard : for by harbouring 
distrust, whether God will perform his gracious^ 
promises, we exceedii^ly dishonour him ; aiid, in 
rfie very act of addressing him as alm'^h^, good» 
gracious, and faithful, betray a suspicion of his vera^^ 
city, power, or love towards them who call on his 
name. Jesus saith, ^^ Have faith in God." Depend 
without reserve upon him, for the performance of 
every thing he hath promised 2 " For verily I say 
unto you, that whosoever shall say unto this moun-* 
tain, Be thou moved, and be thou cast into the sea, 
and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe 
that those things which he saith shall come to pass, 
he shall hare whatsoever he saith." How great so* 
ever the difficulty may be which you meet with in 
the way of duty, and as much above your strength 
to remove as to root up a mountain by a word from 
your mouth, it shall be brought to pass provided 
you place a|i unshaken Jrust.in the divine power and 
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proinises. ^* If ye believe ye have the things' ye 
ask for, ye shall receive them.'* Some would con- 
fine such commands and promises to the apostles. 
But St. James gives it as an unchangeable direction 
to the church. " If any one of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God, wh(» giveth to all men liberally; 
and upbraideth not ; and it shall be given him. But 
let him ask in faith, nothing wavering : for he that, 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea, driven with the/ 
wind, and tossed. For let not that man think that 
he shall receive any thing of the Lord," James i. 

These passages prove affiance in God is a princi- 
pal property of Christian prayer, and require us to 
apply to him with liberty and confidence as to a Fa- 
ther. Indeed amongst all who love us, we can find 
none so tender and affectionate as he is to those who 
call upon him. The delightful communion between 
him aiid the faithful is therefore strongly expressed 
in the following words ; *' We have not received the 
spirit of bondage again to fear, but we have receiv- 
ed the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Fa- 
ther. The Spirit itself be^reth witness with our spi- 
rit, that we are the children of God." Our wcn^hip 
and absolute obedience to the eternal Majesty is sof- 
tened into holy familarity, and, through the abun- 
dant grace of redemption, converted into a child- 
like dependence upon his ' care and love for us. 
Rom. viii. 

It is difficult, indeed, to conceive how such confi- 
dence in God, and assurance of receiving from him 
every thing we ask for the good of our souls, can 
consist with a deep abiding consciousness of our own 
vileness ; or how we can conquer the doubts arising 
from a si^t of our numberless defects, so as to ask 
without a faltering tongue. 

To remove this difficulty, another grand property- 
eS prayer, without which it cannot succeed^ must be 
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insisted on, vit. Dependence on the sacril^eiei 
righteousness, and intercession of Christ, the Head 
and great High Priest of his church. By this wt 
constantly acknowledge our own good qualities are 
TO far from procuring of themselves regard froni 
God, that we do not presume to offer him even the 
homage due unto his name, without having respeA 
to the merit of the all-perfect Mediator between 
God and man. By this act, we confess, that the 
death of Jesus, for our transgressions, to satisfy and 
demonstrate the justice of God, and his appearing 
in heaven our advocate, and the propitiation for our 
sin, is our grand encouragement to draw nigh to* 
God in full assurance of &ith, notwithstanding thfe 
infinite purity of his nature, the dreadful examples 
#f his indignation against sin, and the defilemetit 
daily coming upon us. 

When Jesus is thus our peace and hope, there is 
no room for confusion or distrust though we be un- 
worthy and vile. For he is ordained of God to mdke 
reconciliation for the sins of the people. He stands 
engaged by office and love to undertake the cause» 
and save the souls of all who come to God by him* 
-And the command from heaVen is express, that wc 
should, in consideration of his character and office, 
** come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
^tain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need." 

Further, it is essential to acceptable prayer, that 
it be offered up in the name of Christ, if not imme- 
diately addressed to himself. We commit a capital 
offence when we overlook him. If any one dare to 
think thus with himself-*-The mercy of God is suffi. 
«ient encouragement to me to pray ; I esteem it a 
disparagement of his goodness to apply to him by a 
Mediator; I need no one to intercede forme, nor 
will I be beholden to any thing more than my own 
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gcx)d qualities, and fitness for pardon, to make my 
peace with God, and procure me the benefit of eter. 
nal happiness. Prayer offered up to God upon such 
pinciples by any man is as great a wickedness as if 
be blessed an idoL It is an audacious censure of the 
divine constitution in the method of saving sinners 
and rebels. It is, as far as lies in man's power, to 
pull down the Son of God from his throne, and 
thurst him out of that highest office of unspeakable 
benevolence and glory, which he discharges in hea- 
yen. It is to treat even the revelation of God with 
Qcom, since the most conspicuous doctrine in the 
Bible is, that Jesus Christ is the one Mediator be- 
tween God and man, and advocate with the Father, 
and a propitiation for sin through faith in his blood, 
that God m^ht be just, and yet the justifier of all 
that believe in Jesus. 

There is an ab^lute need, therefore, that in all 
our approaches to God, we honour the Son even as 
we honour the Father, by solemnly expressing our 
dependence upon his sacrifice, righteousness, and 
intercession as the only means of enjoying the love 
of God. 

Though we ask, therefore, only things promised, 
as disciples of Christ, and in his name, meaning no 
more, by these terms, than that we believe Christ 
was a prophet sent of God, o^r petitions, instead of 
finding acceptance, will be a high crime, betraying 
our haughty spirit and stubborn unbelief. For noth- 
ing but pride, and a rejection of Christ the Saviour, 
can lead us flatly to contradict the scripture declara- 
tions : ^^ There is no other name given under hea- 
ven, whereby we can be saved, but that of Jesus ; 
no way of coming to the Father, but by hinu" To 
suppose we may come in our own name, if we 
practice moral righteousness, makes Christ ef none 
effect. No wonder, therefore, such stresa ia laid, in 

X X 
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scripture, on prayer being offered up to God throu^ 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

From what has been advanced, it appears indis^ 
putable, that a real purpose to obey God, a humble 
sense of our vile polluted condition before him, a 
full assurance of being heard, and a perpetual de-^ 
pcndence on the Lord Jesus Christ the one Media- 
tor, must unite in all. acceptable pra} er. 

In the prayer of all real Christians, they do unite 
at first faintly, and not so easily to be discerned ; but 
as Christians grow in grace, these properties become 
more and more conspicuous, and they themselves 
more conscious and assured, that in this manner they 
worship the God of their salvation. 

But this spirit of true devotion is not confined to 
the closet or family. It leads Christians to delight 
in the great congregation, and be present in all ordi- 
nances by which God is honoured, his faithful peo- 
ple comforted and strengthened, and particularly, as 
opportunity offers, it is the desire of every one who 
glories in the cross of Christ, to eat and drink at his 
table, that they may there enjoy the communion of 
saints, and the most lively representation of Christ's 
body given for them, and of the biood of the Neijr 
Testament shed for tiie remission of sins. 
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SUNDAY tux. 

CHAP. XLIX. 
On the certain Success of Prayer. 

Believers in Chnst are encouraged diligently 
to pray, from absolute assurances that they shall 
succeed. This success is ascertained by consider- 
ing from whence true prayer in the heart arises* 
We are'taught in scripture, that of ourselves we can- 
yiot think a good thought, much less feel a desire and 
purpose to obey the Lord God in all things. If 
then we do come to him, as a child in want to his 
father, trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, it is from 
a divine influence called in scripture, the draw- 
ing of the Pather. Caii such a gift be vouchsafed 
in vain ? Can we think any one is enlightened to beg 
grace, that he may know and live in obedience to 
the will of God, yet not be heard? Can a poor pe- 
titioner fall down low on his knees before God for 
this excellent giftj yet rise up confounded at the re- 
jection of his suit ? No, by no means. The merci- 
ful, gracious God is not wont thus to afflict the con- 
trite spirit, and disappoint the holy expectations 
excited in the heart by his own agency. On the 
contrary, a real desire of receiving any spiritual 
blessing b a pledge of its being^ given : " For every 
good and every perfect gift comedi from above, from 
the Father of lights, in whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning, who of his own will be- 
got us by the word of his truth,'' James i. 

This is established by many affecting declarations. 
Cod represents himself as taking delight in thp 
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prayer of the ujui^ht In one place, afisurance of 
success in prayer is described by his looking into 
the recesses of the heart, waiting to see the first 
dawning of prayer, and to answer it before clothed 
in the form of a direct petitbn. " And it shall come 
to pass that before they call, I will answer, and 
while they are yet speaking, I will hear ;*' Isa, Ixxvi. 
In another, he commands one of his children to pub<% 
lish the immediate acceptance of his own prayer : ^^ I 
said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord^ 
and so thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin ;" P^ 
xxxii. 

These passages assure us, we can never pray for a 
spiritual blessing, without receiving it. And that 
we might harbour no suspicion of the success of 
prayer, our Lord compares the readiness with which 
God succours the poor and needy who call upon 
him, to that which tender parents feel for their off- 
spring in their wants — " Wnat man is there of you, 
who if a son ask bread will he give him a stone ? Or 
if he ask a fish will he give him a serpent ? If ye thea 
being evil [vitiated in your nature, are still by instinct 
drawn s^hidiy to supply the necessities of your chil* . 
dren], now much more shall your heavenly Father 
give good things to them that ask him ?" 

Should it be objected, that the faults of the best ^ 
are so many, as may well excite their doubts, whe*^ 
ther God, consbtently with the honour of his per-^ 
fections, can hear them, this perplexity is removed 
by the assurance that Jesus JChnst, the righteous, 
appears in heaven an advocate in behalf of all who 
call on him, alleging what satisfies the law, and ab« 
solves the humbled delinquent. The memorial of 
his abundant kindness in dying on the cross, is per* 
petually before God, whilst tl^ Mediator declares it 
his rightful request, that for his sake the prayers of 
those who beli(^ve in him should be accepted, theirs 
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sins Uptted out, ami increase of grace bestowed upon 
them, for he ever liveth to make intercession. 

This truth is represented with the greatest mag- 
nificence in the book of Revelation. The beloved 
dbciple, we read, saw in vision all the choir of an- 
gels: **and there was silence ih heaven for the spac^ 
of half an hour.'' But wherefore do the praises, for 
ever due, cease to ascend before the throne ? It was 
that their whole attention might fix on the great an- 
gel, who, as the High Priest on the day of atone- 
ment, carried incense in a golden censer, and burnt 
it in 'the holy of holies before the Lord ; so now he, 
tbe great High Priest of our profession, stands in a 
ministering posture before thealtar of bumt-ofFerings, 
signifying the atonement he had made by his own 
Mood. ^^ And there was given unto him much in- 
cense, that he should ofier it Mrith the prayers of all 
saints, upcm the golden altar which was before the 
throne. And the smoke of the incense which came 
with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God 
out of the angel's hand." As the perfuming smoke 
of incense, composed of finest spices, ascended up 
like a cloud to heaven, with the prayers of the con- 
gregation of Israel, offered at the same time ; in this 
manner a representation was made of Christ's sacri- 
fice and oblation, the virtue of which mingled like 
precious incense with the prayers of the Christian 
church, to make them a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling 
savour unto God ; Rev. viii. 

And to add greater force to this magnificent re- 
presentation of the Saviour's intercession, which 
gives infallible success to the prayer of faith, it is in- 
troduced immediately before the phials of wrath are 
poured out upon the apostate churchesi of Christ. 
Thus in the most affecting manner we are assured, 
that when the Almighty "whets his glittering sword, 
and cries, , Aha J I will rid myself of my adversaries ! ' ' 
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no supplicant approaching him by Jesus Christ shall 
have cause to say his prayers were not heard. Hovr 
dishonourable then, and injurious to the love of the 
Father, the mediation of the Son, and the gracious 
influence of the Spirit, is one doubt about the suc- 
cess of prayer ! 

Its certain success is evident from the promise of 
God **to fulfil the desire of them >vho fear him, to 
hear their cry, and help them. Every one that ask- 
cth, receiveth ; and every one that seeketh findeth ; 
and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened. Mat* 
vii. Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that wfll 
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it,'* 
John xiv. 

To carry this assurance to the highest degree, I add, 
in the last place, the testimony of Jhcts- If all who 
have prayed in the manner God has marked out, for 
the blessings he has promised, have without fail re- 
ceived them, there cannot be a more clear demonstra- 
tion of any truth, than of the infallible success of 
prayer. 

The word of God abounds with proof that he takes 
pleasure in making his power tributary, as it were, 
to the prayer of his faithful people. By player 
Joshua stopped the sun in his course, that he might 
execute the will of God on his enemies. By prayer 
Elijali, a man of like passions with ourselves, opened 
and shut the heavens. By prayer the three diildren 
were preserved from harm in the fiery furnace, and 
Daniel in the lion's den. The time would fail to 
mention all the instances recorded in scripture of the 
wonders wrought by the hand of the Lord, in answer 
to prayer. 

But if in extraordinary cases God, for the vindi- 
cation of his truth, and manifestation of his glory 
thus answered the prayer of fitithy how certain must 
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be its effieacy, when by it we seek only pardon, de- 
liverance from sin, and those graces by which we 
may glorify our Maker ? There is indeed no age 
without a cloud of witnesses to the infallible success 
of prayer. A^k those, distinguished Christians in our 
own time, who bear the brightest resemblance to 
their Saviour, how they obtained such admirable 
mastery over their passions, such good- will and kind- 
ness towards all men ; such readiness of obedience 
to God, through unfeigned love of his name, and 
delight in his service ; ask them, and they will de- 
clare with one voice. Not by any power, wisdom^, 
or resolution of our own ; not through any originsd 
better formation, or advantage of education, but 
through the grace of God, earnestly sought in prayer, 
we are what we are. We beg^ in earnest, we per- 
severed with importunity in calling upon the name 
of the Lord ; he heard, and we are not disappointed 
of our hope.* 

On the contrary, there is not within the pale of 
the Christian church a single slave to the love of 
womeni wine, or money ; not one led captive by a 
sour, angry, peevish, or turbulent spirit, but knows 
that either he despises prayer, or trifles with it; either 
disbcUeves the necessity or the success of this ap< 
plication to God : or never once heartily engages in 

* Many illustrious proofs confirm the prevalence of prayer 
irhh God, and are to be found in the lives of the roost excellent. 
But 1 never met with a more pleasmg and honourable one than 
that recorded in the life of the celebrated physician, Bocrhaave. 
A friend of his who had often admired his patience under the 
greatest provocation asked him by what means he had so en- 
tirely suppressed that impetuous passion, anger f The Doc- 
toi: answered, with the utmost frankness luid sincerity, that nat- 
urally he was quick of resentment, but by daily firayer he at- 
tained that mastery over himself. Burton* a Lift of Bocrhaave. 

It was his custom, never \iolated, to spend the first hour of 
every day in prayer, though patients from every country %\ Eur- 
copf applied te hini for advice. 
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it. Hence he cannot possibly experience vietorf 
over his detestable tempers, but must live and die 
in his fetters, and in his infemy. 

Be glad tiien, O ye righteous, and rejoice all ye 
that are true hearted ; sing, and give thanks unto 
the God of all grace, ye who love your fellow-crea- 
turcs, whilst ye behold the abundant provision God 
has made to succour the poor and needy sons of 
Adam ; even an infallible reliqf in prayer, under all 
difficulties, sorrows, and tempitations. 

Hence every real Christian must exceedingly 
value prayer, and diligendy persevere in it, till the 
same bountiful God, whose ears are ever open to the 
prayers of his faithful people, in the end open heaven 
to their persons : till he give them admission into 
that glorious worid, where petitions cease for ever; 
because neither weakness, nor want, nor fear, nor 
trials remain, but all the soul feels is perfect felicity, 
love, and praise. 

With prayer. Christians must constantly join an- 
©ther principal part of devotion, the study of God's 
Word. All scripture, the Old no less than the New 
Testament, ** is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness/' Therefore we are 
t^ommanded to search into, and meditate upon it 
night and day. ** These words, which I command 
thee, shdl be in thy heart ; and thou shalt bind them 
as a sign upon thy hand; and they shall be as frontlets 
between thine eyes, and thou shalt write them upon 
the posts of thy house, and upon thy gates," Deut. 
vi. i. e. thou sludt be continually conversant in them^ 
and carefully treasure them up in your mind. St. 
Paul, sixakingof the Old, not the New Testament, 
teaches us, that *^ whatsoever things were written 
aforetime, were written for our learning, and our ad- 
monition.'* Of the New Testament we are infallibly 
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■assvred it was wiitteor that ^' we might believe that 
Jesu$ is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believ* 
ing, we might have life through him'' John xx* 
St. Peter instructs us, that he wrote both his episties, 
to stir up the pure minds of Christians by " way of re* 
membrance, and to put them in mind of the words 
which were spoken before by the holy prophets, aiid 
of the conunandnients of the apostles of the Lord 
and Saviour.'' 

The end, then, for which the scriptures were inw 
spired of God, and are put into our hands, is, that we 
ijaay with great care and diligence peruse them. Un- 
less we do so, we profanely despise both his author- 
ity and great goodness. We act as if we either 
thought he was beneath our notice, or we so litdc 
need.ed his counsels, that it is not worth our. while 
to read what his prophets, aposdes, and own Son 
have published : not worth our while, though the 
contents of God's word are of everlasting moment: 
for it proposes articles of faith under the most awful 
sanctions ; eternal life, if we receive them ; deatJh 
eternal, if we reject them. It prescribes a rule of 
duty essential to our peace, comfort, and safety. It 
holds forth promises exceeding great, to excite our 
diligence, and encourage our hope, and threatenings 
of such misery as infinitely exceeds all evil in this 
world, that at all times we may hear and fear, and 
never conimit iniquity. He, therefore, who neglects 
to study and search the scripture, betrays his unbe- 
lief and scorn of his Maker ; and proves that, like a 
brutcy he only desires what can do his body good. 
. Indeed, the will of God is so plainly revealed in 
this matter, that no one but an infidel will justify a 
total neglect of the Bible. But then, amongst a muU 
titude who read the Bible, allowance no doubt must 
be made for different capacities, and different situa-r 
tions ii^ life ; because these things make a great dif^ 

r Y 
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ference respecting the time which can be spared for 
8o excellent an employment^ and the knowledge of 
scripture. Yet, the princii»l thfaig men of all sta- 
tions are to avoid, is a formal careless way of pead^ 
iBg. This has been, in all ages, a general fault, and 
a great one indeed ; for we may read the scripture 
in this way every day of our Uires, and be in no de* 
gree wiser or better. To derive spiritual benefit 
St>m the Bible, the foUowing rules must necessart- 
iy be observed. 

We must lift up our hearts to God, whose bocd^ 
it is, to explain to us what we are about to read* 
This is required, because the doctrines, which are 
the glory of the Bible, sorely oflfend our naturiil 
pride ; and its pure precepts are intolerable to our 
sensuality and blind self-love. A heavenly ray> 
therefore, must come down from the fountain af 
Hght to reveal the excellency of the doctrines, and 
our want of the relief and salvation they bring; and 
the mercy and love there is in every commandment^ 
^t we may cheerfully obey. In these points, scrips 
ture is every clear. ^'No man can say that Jesus 
is the Ltord, but by the Hdy Ghost,'* And when 
3t. Paul speaks of the fidthful, who knew the things 
which were freely given of God to them, he says, 
they received the Spirit which is of God, that theg 
might kfiow them. And, in old time, so deeply sei^ 
sible were holy men of their inability to reap advan- 
tage from the word of God without his teachings 
^t with the word before them they continually 
inake request th^t they might understand it. «^ I am 
a stranger upon earth. Q hide not thy command- 
ments from me. I am thy servant, O give me un- 
derstanding, that I may know thy statutes. Open 
^hou my eyes, that } may biehold wondrous things 
put of thy law." 

These blessed servants of Qod we must imitate, 
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and; when we read his word, seek the true meaning 
and interpretation of it from his Spirit, promised to 
all who ask it Not indeed expectmg a new light 
as that signifies any new doctrine, distinct from scrip- 
ture, or supplemmttal to it : cither of these is wM 
enthusiasm, both pitiable and dangerous. Bat most 
rational and wise it is to expect and praj for the 
Spirit, whilst we diligently study the written word ; 
because this is not given us to lessen, but increase 
our dependence upon God. But if the gift of the 
word was sufficient, provided we made due use of 
eur rational faculties, diere would be no roaak for ex- 
ercisuiig dependence upon God, as the continual 
ibmitain of light. We might trust to our own un- 
derstanding solely. Besides, in full proof of the 
insufficiency of the written word to do us good, if 
we are not enlightened by the Holy Spirit, he is pro- 
mised to abide with the church df Christ for ever, 
lis the spirit of wisdom and revelation m the know« 
ledge of the things of God ; nor shall we ever feel 
their excellency, audiority, and power, without this 
mtemal revelation. 

There is, I readily grant, a knowledge of scrip- 
tiure truths, which men of parts and penetration at- 
tain at once, upon turning their attention to them ; 
so that diey can talk and preach about them without 
detection amongst the multitude, whilst they are 
workers of iniquity, blind and dead in their sins. 
How wordtless this knowledge ! What a scandal to 
Christianity ! Better never to have known the way 
of the holy commandment, than to hold the truth in 
unrighteousness. Yet thus unprofitaUe must dl 
knowledge of divine things be, till the mce of Gdd 
gives them power to sway the soul. Because, by 
whatever way we come to the knowledge of any 
truth, contrary to the bent of our wicked hearts, we 
need much more than the strongest external evidence 
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to give it operatioa eflSectml tear practiee; In proof 
of this^ consider the case of tbe peopk at Afount 
Horeb. Could there be a doubt that the lawgiver 
was able to save or destroy ? Yet. they dare him to 
avenge their idobUry, into which they rush, notontf 
against the express command of Jehovah, but when 
the mimpet had scarcely ceased to sound in their 
•ars. Their mad detestable conduct b imputed !• 
4hcir infidelity. *♦ How long will this people pio- 
roke me ? How long will it be ese Acy believe me?'* 
The same is our own case. We transgress the 
commandments; we prefer some vile pleasuie or 
gain to our known duQr. Whilst we altow the 
scripture b of God, and read it as such, till we read 
it with prayer, imploring God to make hb own wont 
answer the excellent ends for which it was given, 
we read in vain. 

If there be any to vfhom this doctrine afq>ears:Weak 
and ungrateful, they must follow their own infidel 
delusions. In the mean time, the doctiine itself i»- 
of the utmost importance ; for, once take away the 
influence of the Holy Spirit from the members of the 
church, and the gospel of Christ will for ever be n» 
more than a sublime speculation, as ineflkctual to 
reform the world as Pagan philosophy. The Com- 
forter, the Spirit of truth, is the inestimable privi- 
lege of Christ's church ; dierefore, before we read 
the Bible, we must implore his li^t and teaching. 

A St Of )nd rule we must always observe, is to read 
but a small portion at one time, except it be in the 
historical parts of the Bible. It is too common for 
persons who have the character of bekig very dc* 
tout, to set themselves a quantity to read every 
dav, two or three chapters, which they do in baste^ 
with little or no meditation — consequently receive 
hurt instead of benefit, Mid provoke Godv (whilst 
fhey fancy tlity are doing their duty), by shewiqgp 
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such contempt to the great dungs of his law, as if 
they might read them with no more attention than a 
son^ deserves.* 

We must by no means content ourselves with 
having the words of God before your eyes» but must 
pander on their weighty sense, and labour to fix 
their import deep, till die spirit of the Bible is trans- 
fused into our minds. 

By this way, I allow, we shall make but a slow 
progress in going through the principal parts of this 
inestimable volume, compared with those who can 
read several chapters in one day. But we shall re- 
ceive ample reward for our pains, because when we 
use much recollection and meditation, upon taking 
God's word into our hands, and solemnly place our- 
selves, as it were, at the feet of Jesus for instmctioii^ 
we shall find the meaning of it beautifully unfolding, 
and the knowledge which we gain ui this manner 
Win alwajrs be attended with a transf >rming efficacy. 
It will also remain with us, and be our own for use 
at all times, whilst our hasty readings leave no trace 
behind them, and even the explanations of commen- 
tators, however they may seem to instruct, are for- 
gotten very soon, in comparbon with what has root 

• This shocking way of reading the Bible often renders i^ 
cmiteinptible in the judgement of young people, and no wonder. 
Some superstitious female devotees, all sdive to the pomps 
and vanities of the world, yet will have their daughters read 
to them the psalms and lessons for the day. Accordmgly, with- 
out a single pause, or one desire to know the meaning of the 
words, they are hurried over, while es^;er expectation c£ 
amusement immediately to succeed, and the pride of dress* 
renders even this despicable offering an irksome task indeed. 

1 would therefore entreat parents, if they mean to honour 
Ood, or do any good to their children, to guard against such 
Irreverent treatment of the book they believe is from Heaven, 
or not thread it at ally w|iiic|iQftwoeTiU will certfuaiy b^tix^ 
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in ourselves, from a devout perasal. Notwithstand- 
ing, therefore, sloth and natural aversion to studj 
^iritual subjects will strongly oppose this excellent 
method of reading God's word, we must do violence 
to ourselves. A little preseverance will soon master 
all the difficulty, and we shall find cause to saf , 
" The law of the Lord b more precious to me- ttein 
thousands of gold and silver. In that law do I ex- 
ercise myself day and night.*' 

Nearly allied to meditation on. the word of God is 
examination of ourselves by it, so as to excite corres* 
pondent ihipressions on our minds, and, when we 
find them not, to confess the poverty and misery 
of our condition. For instance, when the character 
of God is before us, in those passages which des* 
cribe his infinite power and glorious holiness, which 
the host of Heaven adores ; yet more tender and aft 
fectionate to men who fear him, than any fadier to a 
son that serveth him ; to read this character wiH 
never afiect us, all admirable as it is, unless we pause 
and ask ourselves, Do we behold such glory, and 
such excellency in the Lord God Almighty ? Have 
we such a sense of his goodness, as m^es him our 
exceeding joy ? Do we cheerfully trust in him for 
all we want, and -to defend us against all our ene- 
■ mies ? When we read the scripture representations 
of the glory, office, work and temper of the Re- 
deemer, and the great promises made to all who be*- 
lieve on his name, little will this profit, unless we 
at the same time search and try ourselves, whether 
such a Saviour appears to us altogether lovely and 
absolutely needful ; the chief mercy of God, and the. 
grandest display of all his infinite perfections f Whe- 
dier we commit unto him our immortal souls, with* 
out suspicion or fear of falling under his protection, 
and with an undivided heart serve him, as our sove- 
miga Lord ? 
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When we read also the strong assertions in the 
book of God, of our natural weakness, blindness, 
love of sin, and total depravity, in vain we shall as* 
sent to them, because found there, unless we trace 
each of these as they have broke out in our lives^ 
and in some symptoms of them which are often still 
felt within* 

When the scripture before us describes the self- 
denying tempers of the faithful in Christ, their de* 
liverance from the dominion of worldly hopes and 
fears, their unfeigned love to God and man, and 
their abhorrence of all evil ; in vain we read of these 
excellent dispositions, unless we prove and examine 
in what degree buch an excellent change has taken 
place in our hearts. 

Unless we read all scripture with thb self-appli* 
€ation^ we shall do just enough to flatter and dcoiive 
pur(>elves, as if we were something, when we are 
nothing ; enough to make us fancy we pay regard 
to the word of God, when in lact it has no weight to 
form our judgment, govern our tempers, or deter- 
mine us in the grand object of our pursuit. 

We must not then satisfy ourselves with reading 
scripture, but read it like men who are certain thia 
infallible word shall absolutely decide our condition; 
like men who know, he only is blessed whom thsA 
word blesses, and he cursed whom that curses. It 
is both our duty and interest so devoutly to penise 
scripture, that its spirit may be impressed on all our 
sentiments, breathe in all our desires, and live in our 
whole conduct ; convincing all around us, that the 
word of the Lord is pure, converting the souL 



PRAYER, 

Suited to the Subject of the preceding Chapters. 

MERCIFUL and gracious God, always nigh to 
th^Vfi that fear thee, and the deliverer of all who cry 
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to thee ; give us to know our g^^eat guilt and weak^ 
ness, our blindness and depravity, that we may hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness, pray always, and 
not faint. May we pray in faith, assured that lliy 
car hearkens to the most stammerbig tongue, and to 
the sighs of all who bewail their captivity to stn* 
May we be enabled to watch the various workings of 
our evil nature, to know our peculiar duties and 
temptations ; to remember our daily mercies, and 
by these be led to make suitable confessions, sup- 
plications, and thanksgivings before thee. Impress 
upon our hearts, O Lord, the example of all thy 
saints now in glory, and of thy dear Son, our only 
Saviour, when in the form of a servant. By their 
diligence and great earnestness in prayer, may we be 
stirred up to shake off all sloth and lukewarmncss; to 
tremble at the thought of restraining prayer before 
thee, or neglecting to call upon thy name. Teach 
us effectually that the prayer of faith is the only ap- 
pointed means of obtaining blessings for the soul, and 
power to have a conscience void of offence towards 
God or man. And in all our addresses to thee, may 
we be upright, and with deep humility abase our- 
selves in thy presence. Deliver us, O God, from 
provoking thy wrath, by daring to approach thee 
without a prc^itiation for sin, and the advocate for 
transgressors. To Jesus, who endured the cross, 
and ever liveth to make intercession, may we always 
look, and to him bring every offering, for whose 
sake alone, and at whose hands, it becomes thee, 
O Father, to receive our worship. In all our re- 
quests may we have access to thee with confidence, 
through Jesus Christ the Lord, by the influence of 
the Holy Ghost. 

O God, fill us with faith in the precious promises 
thou hast made to all who call upon thee; faith in 
^e nwi^ and power of Christ, engaged in bchatf of 
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aflf uriKl €Gme to tliw ^ himi that ire nay ceteem 

prayer our hi^idst privifegei and be more and mom 
fervent and diligent in that du^^ till all our prayers 
are completttly ans^rared in our everlasting salvidion» 
Grant these our requests for Christ's sake^ our 
great and merciful Hig^^priest, our only Mediator 
and Redeefflerti ^men. 



SUNDAY L* 
CHAP. L. 



The Plaasurea peculisr to Belkvers in the Lotd HwS^ 

Christ. 



It is too general an c^inion, that men can never be 
St present so happy, if they entirely submit to the 
government of God, as by taking some forbidden 
self-indulgence ; tfabt if we are to be wholly at the 
will of our Redeemer^ all thou^ts of pleasure must 
be given up, and we pass our time like superstitious 
recluses, in mopmg mekmchoiy, or at least under 
very irksome restraints* 

Tlus fidsehood is full ci impiety, and hurtful to a 
Igreat degree* Full of impiety, for it blasphemes the 
life of fiittfa and die service of God, as not to be en- 
dured, but in view of some futute reward, or 
through fear of the wrath to come ; though, in point 
of superior enjoyment, the life of fiddi and tti^ service 
of God, have the promise of this worlds as weHas <^ 
hwven« The skuider is also hurtful to the last d^ 
gree, because, if men imagine Ctuistian obedience 
tuMXHnfertabley violent love d pleasure, joined with 

z z 
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afaint belief of eternity, will certsunly lead them t^ 
take part in the voluptuousness at hand, risking 
any lobs they may sustain beyond the grave. 

The system, therefore, of doctrinal and^ practical 
ChristianiQr, contained in this volume, cannot more 
properly conclude than with a faithful account of the 
high pleasures peculiar to real Christians ; and with 
unanswerable proofs that these pleasures are rational^ 
certain to be enjoyed, and necessaury to produce and 
secure Christian obedience. 

From hence it will appear clear to demonstration, 
that the obedient children of God, so often pitied a$ 
miserable in their self denial, and on account of the 
strictness of their life which separates them from the 
licentious world, do in fact know more pleasure than 
any people upon earth. 

The first source of pleasure peculiar to them is their 
excellent Itnowledge. God the Father, in his ado- 
rable perfections, in his works and word, in tlie re- 
demption he hath provided, and the various blessings 
he hath promised: God the Son, in his originsd 
glory and marvellous humiliation, in all the parts 
and benevolent purposes of his mediation: God the 
Holy Ghost, in hb miraculous gifts of old, his per- 
petual influences and consolations, with all the reali^ 
ties of the eternal world, are pleasing subjects of 
meditation to a true believer. 

The whole herd of nominal Christians, it is true, 
may hear the sound of these great things, and per- 
Jiaps profess some bplief of their reality. But wee- 
ded to objects of sense, they can find no heart to 
take an exact survey of them ; wherefore, seeing 
they see, and do not perceive, and hearing they ^ear, 
and do not understand. On the contrary, believers 
attain a real knowledge of the excellency of scripture 
truths, which is lively, penetrating the soul, and of 
eourse delightful. For who can question the plea* 
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sures of science, when thousands toil for no othef 
reward ? The discover)^ of truth charms, though it 
be in objects of sense, which have relation only to 
time, without any power to give the dispositiong 
essential to peace of mind. Is such knowledge plea^ 
sant ? How much more a discovery of truths which^ 
beside their novelty, have a grandeur even to fill 
the soul with admiration; a grandeur no sooner ap- 
prehended, than they necessarily excite the most 
pleasing ideas ! — Before, they were cither despised or 
. suspected, or blindly credited from force of educa- 
tion. Now, they act like themselves ; they inspire 
new resolutions ; they kindle ardent desires ; they ex- 
cite abundant hope. Believers are brought by their 
spiritual knowledge into a new and glorious world, 
where objects mteresting beyond measure, all tend- 
ing to their honour and exaltation, surround them : 
and in proof of the pleasure they receive from this 
Imowledge, the change from night to day is chosen 
by the rfoly Ghost to express their joy, on being 
translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son. Ye 
were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the 
the Lord, Ephes. v. For God who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, has shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ, 2 Cor. iv. 

Besides, the pleasure believers enjoy from their 
first acquaintance with scripture truths, increases as 
they advance. There is a very sensible progress in 
divine, no less than human science. ' At first a faint 
and confused view of the gospel, afterwards a clear 
-perception of its various uses and matchless excellence 
is obtained. At first they receive the truth with he- 
sitation, afterwards they come to a full assurance bf 
understanding and hope, and comprehend the breadth 
and length, and height and depth, of what before was 
sujperficially known. Such progress is inseparable 
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from perseverance m the fiuth rf Cluis^ never fkU-. 
ing to prove a sprii^ of fresh pleasures. 

This knowledge is in a peculiar degree pleasant^ 
fipom the soUd benefit it confers. All other objects 
which can engage the mind leave men, after the 
highest degrees of success in their pursuit, to fed 
wiu^ unsatiafted, passions uBsubdued, and various 
evib to which they are exposed Their knowledge 
oannot support, much less profit them, when thcjF 
are leavii^ the present scene. They xxvas^ die even 
as others in die dark, not knowii^ what their future 
existence is to be. Thb is the necessary condition 
even of those who excel most in human science^ 
!l^t real Chri^ans reodive, fix>m their knowledge of 
Christ, contentment in every condition, victory ores 
inordinate affections, a shield ^[ainst all assaults, and 
a supernatural firmness <^ mind to bear up in the 
hour of distress, and Vxk out for eternal glory to 
begin, soon as this mortal life is ended. 

Knowledge dius supremely exceltoit enriches, in 
different degrees, all real believers in Christ Jesus* 
The poorest and lowest of the people (let not the 
great and learned take ofienoe) are not one »^^ 
degree farther removed from these incomparable 
benefits, than men of parts and education, k is God 
only who teaches this knowledge, and every human 
praying soul that seeks, is equally sure to find it. 
The pure delight flowing from this divine knowledge 
is at once emphatically affirmed, and powerfully re- 
commended. *^ Happy is the man that findeth wis- 
dom, and tl^ man that getteth understanding. Fw 
the merchandise of it is better than the merchandize 
of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. Her 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all h^ paths are 
peace. She is a tree of life to them that h^ IkM upon 
her, and happy is every one that retaineth her. 

Who can consider the miture of scripture tftitfc^ 
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QT beKeve these divine assertions, and not allow that 
believers in Christ Jesus have more pleasure than 
Mijr people upon earth? 

But knowledge of the mysteries of die kingdom 
of God is ^ways joined ifnth his peace, wiA the 
privilege and spirit of adoption. 

No sooner do moi truly depend, throi^ know** 
ledge of Christ Jesus the Loid, upon hb sacrifice 
md mediation^ than they have the promise and oath 
of God, that th«e is no ccftidemnation to them. The 
prophets, the apostles, and the Redeemer, continually 
affirm this. In proportion as &ey believe the truth, 
thek conscience is rationaHy appeased, and from a 
riiarp accuser becomes an encouraging friend. It 
now no longer upbraids them with their folly, but 
commends their wisdom in fleeing to the refagc 
which God hath provided ; no longer haunts them 
with fears of approaching judgment, but registers and 
attests their cordial receptbn of the atonement They 
have now the answer of a good conscience towards 
God, by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. In 
this one &ct they see the indictment whidi was 
against them, which was contrary to diem, taken out 
of the way, and they have boldness to enter into the 
holiest throu^ the blood of Jesus. 

The supenor joy which such persons feel in their 
gracious acceptance with God, no one can question^ 
who knows what different ideas true Christians con*. 
Ceive from the rest of mankind, both of his holiness 
and the desert of their own offices. The only 
reason why pardcm ctf sin is not universally coveted 
more than beauty, wealth, or honour, is, because 
men are generally full of presumption and infidelity^ 
But suppose your guilt was now placed before you 
in its true point of light, so that, wherever you went 
or whatever you were doings this poignant awful 
thought forced itself upon your mind, ^^I have 
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been an enemy to God, for I have in my practice de- 
nied his government, and I have robbed him of his 
glory. I have abused his goodness, wearied his 
patience, and provoked his justice to shut me out 
of heaven and hb favour ; what must I do to be 
saved r* 

Suppose, in this distress, your understanding was 
enlightened, and your soul brought to rely upon God, 
manifest in the flesh, on purpose to seek and save 
those who were lost by sin, as you now with grief 
perceive yourself; can you conceive a joy equal to 
m change from such fears to a good hope ? Can you 
imagine a more pleasing alteration of circumstances^ 
than to have grace, mercy, and peace fix>m God the 
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, succeed the 
black clouds that were every moment threatening to 
burst over your head? Though the blessing be pure- 
ly spiritual, and therefore set at nought by the mul- 
titude, who never knew pain for their sins; yet to 
ytni it must prove a spring of joy, as much beyond 
temporal blessings a^ the salvation of the soul is 
more desirable to all who know its worth, Aan any 
Elding good below, however useful in its place. 

A second blessing, joined always wiA the know- 
ledge of Christ, is 3ie privilege of adoption into the 
family of God. To give some just idea of the plea- 
sure derived from thence, we must explain the nature 
of adoption, as it anciently obtained. It was cus- 
tomary, especially in the states of Greece and Rome, 
for a man of wealth, in default of issue from his own 
body, to make choice of some person, upon whom 
he put liis own name, proclaiming him his heir, and 
requiring him to relinquish his own relations, and 
never return to his own family. In this act there 
was an imitation of nature, by whidi the afflictive 
failure of oiTspring fix)m themselves was supplied by- 
something as much Hkt a chiM dF their own a$ pos^ 
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sible. The person thus adopted was by law entitled 
to the iuheritance upon the decease of his adopter ;. 
and) however void of the least title to such a benefit 
before, was now invested with the same privilege^ 
as if he had been bom the son of his benefactor. 

Suppose this act of adoption taking place in fai> 
vour of some desolate orphan, how conspicuous, 
would be his exaltation ! How exceedingly pleasing 
the change of his condition ! In the judgment of tho 
world, how happy the object of such a prosperous 
providence ! 

But worse is our natural state than that of a des- 
titute orphan. The Redeemer affirms, that we are 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked, till our relation to him by living faith at once 
enriches us with all spiritual blessings. If this be a 
hard saying, and enrages the world, all belkvers in 
Christ acknowledge such was their own case, and see 
their own picture m it. In this deplorable condition, 
they heard, understood, and believed the record God 
has given — ^that he sent his o^yn Son, made of a wo- 
man, made under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law, that they might receive the adopn^ 
tion of^ons, be fellow-citizens with the ssunts, and 
of the household of God : ^^ For to as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power, or privilege, 
to become the Sons of God." 

Have not persons, who receive so great a gift, plea- 
sure above all men in the wotld ? Have they not 
cause to cry out, in joyful admiration, ^^ Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should h^ called the sons of God ! " What 
an height of honour, to be adopted into a relation 
with himself, which makes them rich to all eternity 1 
*' For all things, saith the Lord, [speakii^ by his 
apostle to true believers,] are yours, whether Paul, 
er Apolios^ or Cephas ; aU means, ordinances, and 
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ministersi fytjcm sfisitad good; or the world, oM 
things in it, as far as they oan be of any real service^ 
or iUe, as long as its continuance can be a &vour| 
and, when it ceased, deathshaU be gainH->4hmgB pm- 
sent, and things to conne^ all temporal and ^teanal 
mercies are yours, and ye are Christ's and Christ is 
God's.'' 

What an inheritance is this ! Who can know it is 
bis own by the free gift of God^ through the redemp^^ 
tion that is in Jesus Chri^, and nc^ rtjowe 9 

This yyy is inspired and supported by ii)id spirit of 
^doption^ connected both in the new covenant and 
in the hearts of believers with the privilege of adop- 
tion. We are fallen to a great distance from God^ 
whioh is increased by our wilful offences against him^ 
of which our conscienGes accuse us. But unpro- 
voked ai^essors can hardly ever believe the partgr 
they have greatly injured does fully foi^give themw 
So, after our most unreasonable and multiplied: 
transgressions, we are naturally in pain about the in-> 
tMtions oi our M^r concerning us. This dis- 
trust aggravates our mis^, and prevents our receive 
ii^ coi^oiation from above, when most we need it* 
Hence, men under their distress, instead of fleeing 
%o God in affiance and love as a tender Fath^, ap^ 
proach himy compelled by their necesinty^ with a 
iaultering tongue and trembling heart. Such is the 
floomy ccmditionof the multitude respectii^ God^ 
as daily observation proves* -Did they trust in hink 
as their faiher and frbnd, they would not, as they 
do, sink and be dismayed under their distresses, or 
be unwilling to think of him, «idcall on his nama 
The case is happily the revensfe with real believers. 
The Holy Gho^ describes the state of their minds 
in these words : **Ye have not received a^in thfc 
si^irit of bondage to fear, but ye have received the 
spirit of adoption^ whereby we ciy> Abba^ Father $ 
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the Spirit itsself beareth wittiess with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God/' They look up to him 
with the sweet assurance children have in their affec-* 
tionate parents — ^Not intimidated by infinite Majesty 
or consciousness of guilt, as if it should be avenged 
upon them; not in darkness about the intentions of 
God towards them, but assured by his own promise, 
^tified to them by his Spirit, that he is their God, and 
they his people : or, if suspicions of his love towards 
them beginl to rise, they still exercise the spirit of 
adoption ; for with holy shame they lament their un- 
belief, they make known to him all their wants, and 
wait in humility till he sees fit to help and comfort 
them. 

Ransack now all the boasted sources of gratifica- 
tion in the world. I defy you to produce a pleasure' 
arising from them which can stand in competition 
with an heart free from every other care than that of 
serving him in our station, knowing he is our great 
and all-suificient friend. The calm of mind, the 
sunshine, the entire complacency in God which the 
spirit of adoption creates, is called the kingdom of 
God within ; not by erring men, who use high flights 
in their expressions, but by the Saviour hamself-*- 
And the more believers grow in grace, and in the 
love and knowledge of Chnst, the more they are sure 
to enjoy of the spirit of adoption in all its fruits. 

Another peculiar source of pleasure, inseparable 
from those already named, is the union of excel- 
lent tempers formed in true Christians by the Holy 
Ghost In their repentance (discouraging as repent- 
ance sounds) pleasure mingles even with their tears^ 
They love to abase themselves before God, giving 
due honour to his ju^ce, holiness, and majesty. 
They Imve a pleasure in loathing themselves for 
their past ill conduct towards him, who stands not 
over them with a rod of iron to punish their trans- 

3 a 
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gressions, but holds forth die sceptre of his grace, 
that they may approach him, and live for ever. 
They feel pleasure when they return to God, and 
say. We come to thee, thou art the Lord whom we 
will serve* What by the basest sacrilege we so lon^^ 
alienated from thy service, we now restore. Tak^ 
all the powers of our soul and body : possess and 
employ them only in thy work, and to thy glory* 
When believers disclaim their own base interests, 
without intending to keep any thii^ firom God, 
without making conditions, or halting between two 
opinions, as if inclined to retract the surrender of 
themselves, there is always much pleasure interwo- 
ven in the very exercises of repentance ; but much 
more in acts of &ith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. 
These are livdy acknoi?Hedgments of the highest 
obligations, the noblest motives to love and obey, 
and the *sure^ foundation for joy and triumph. 
What can you imagine more delightful, than for 
men, who see themselves sinful and miserable, to 
hear the voice of the Son of God, who says he will 
deliver the poor and needy when th^ cry unto him, 
and them who have no helper ? They feel their own 
emptiness, and know all fulness dwells in him fbf 
their relief. They bow at his footstool, ready to 
perish, and he receives them as the father the return- 
ing prodigal, to put upon them the best robe. They 
confess their desert o( wrath, and he most gracious- 
ly grants them an ample pardon. They know, with- 
out his interposition, they must have been condemn- 
ed to hell, and, behold, he has exalted, them by hb 
own life, and his death on the cross, into chiLdren 
of God, and heirs of glory. What, like these vkws^ 
can excite pleasing sensations in the mind ? 

These, reader, are permanent sources of pleasure 
peculiar to real believers in Christ. From hence, 
they stand quite independent of the world for th«ir 
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Mghest satis&cdon, and enjoy much comfort in spite 
of alJ disappointments from it. 

Besides, there are seascms in which it pleases God 
to fill them with joy unspeakable, and full of glory« 
This he generally does, as appears from experience, 
before they are called to severe trials, or \^en they 
are preparing for more extens^e usefiilness. Then, 
in a remarkable degree, God is their exceeding joy* 
There are also frequently seasons of devotion, both 
public and secret. 



-When their sotils, 



Snatch'd by the Spirit's power from their cell^ 
Of fleshly thraldom, feel themselves upborne 
On plumes of ecstasy, and boldly spring 
Up to the porch of heavea. 

Consider these several sources of pleasure peculiar 
to true believers, and see tiheir amount. 

They alone possess that excellent knowledge which 
Inings with it the peace of God, and the Uessings 
of r^emption. They alone are children of God by 
adoption and grace, and have the heart of children 
^towards him. They alone are conscious of fiuth, 
repentance, love, hope, and every grace, in which 
the divine image consists. They ^one experience 
oommunion with God ; and sometimes feel transport, 
which they remember, with lively thankfulness, long 
after the particular sensalioi»is worn off from which 
it arose. 

'*Let not the wise man thea glory in hb wisdom, 
neither let the mighty man ^ory inrlus might ; let 
not the rich man glory in tus riches ; for neither 
learnings knowledge, power, or wealth, afford the best 
pleasures we can enjoy : but let him that giorieth, 
glory in this,'' ttuit he under^andeth or knowetk God^ 
who, though heaven b hb throne, doth indeed dwell 
with the faidifiil on earth, and in their behalf exer- 
ciseth, ^4oving-kindness, judgment, and righteous^ 
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nes8, for in Aeae tfuags I ddif^t, sahlitfae LoitL''' 
Jer. xi. 

Judge not then^ widi the eye of flesh, what is the 
best source of present pleasure : for it is no more 
perceptible by sense, than the excellencies of thfc 
mind, than learning and genius. And, as you would 
jusdy meet nrith onivcarsal contempt for your ig« 
norance, should you dare to say, the study of the 
fine arts, or discoveries in nature, can ^ve no plea- 
sure, because beyond the comprehension of the mul- 
titude, and neither showy nor palpable Uke the joys 
of the sensual ; so be assured, ytm blaspheme the 
honour of God, deny his truth, and bewray your 
own dark state to all the excellent of the earth, when 
you daxe qtie^ion the present pleasures enjoyed 
by every one who bdieves in Cluist to the saving crf^ 
his souK 

Pray, therrfiw^ that you may be tau^t of Grod^ 
and darkness be niade l^t before you. Then will 
your gross mistake^, arising from a depraved heart, 
be rectified. Thm will you clearly see, that real 
Christians are not more distinguished by purity of 
life, than their superior pleasures. Then will you 
understand, that (contrary to the despicable opinion 
the world holds to their sober singularity, and the 
impious prejudices which every where prevail ^^^^ainst 
it) the eye never saw any thing so grand and beauti^ 
ful amongst the objects of sense ; nor did the ear ever 
hear any thing so delightful or advantageous*; nor^ 
amongst all the sciences, did the mind ever compre- 
hend any thing so adapted to give, with exeellencev 
joy to the soul, as the tl^gs which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him, even before die sons' 
oi men : which things are given to them on this side 
the grave, as an earnest of what they shfaU possess for 
ever in gk>ry. 

If this great as<^ertion be still suspected^ and full 
proof demauded that such Joy is rational, certain, and 
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necessary, it tbaSk be produced in tiie following 
chapter. 



SUNDAY LI. 

CHAP. LI. 
On the PLeasures peculiar to a Christiair. 

There is nothing at first view, perhaps, more 
strange than the strong prejudices in men professing 
Christianity, against the joy it was revealed to in- 
spire. That tte doctrine of salvation by Christ cru- 
cified only should ofiend, is no wonda*; f6r o\ir high 
spirit knows not how to brook the self-abasement it 
drmands ; nor, anybetter, his pure precepts, from the 
universal self-denial they enjoin. But that men, call- 
ing themselves Christians, should quarrel even with 
the joy their own religion promises, and pour dis- 
grace upon it as at variance with reason, is a surpris- 
ing feet; since, upon the bare report of such pleasure 
and joy, one would conclude our natural desire of 
happiness must strongly prompt us to wish it were 
a resdity; whilst many cutting disappointments from 
the wxM-ld must incline us to Aink it reasonable some 
friendly sanctuary should be provided for all who 
love the Lord, where solid joys might certainly be 
found. 

• But, upon examination, we shall fully detect the 
ground of thfa strange prejudice a^inst the joys 
springing from the feith of Christ. For were they 
allowed to bq rfo/, men must pass for counteFfeits, 
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who are Stfangers to them by iheir own confessi<HU 
They must be forced to see how despicable is their 
religion, which consists in assenting to ^scripture- 
truths, without feeling their power ; in a round of 
duties, without spiritual life, ot in being honesty 
sober, and harmless, without any more delight in 
God than infidels know. So that the whole charac- 
ter, peace, and security of nominal Christians, in their 
own judgment J arc at stake. Wherefore they are 
bribed in regard to their own quiet, to cry down, as 
rank enthusiasm, diose joys to which themselves are 
strangers. Besides, the spirit which lusteth in us to 
envy cannot endure others should receive tokens of 
love from God, which we ourselves know not. 

To these causes, enforced by a few instances per-* 
haps of real delusion, we may &iriy ascribe that gen- 
eral and stubborn prejudice against one of the no« 
blest privileges of a Christian, joy in God. 

In vindication, therefore, of this privilege, I shait 
prove it is reasonable to conclude, that real Christians 
may experience, from the sources already name^ 
much delight : certain it is they do and necessa^ 
they should. ' 

It is most reasonable to conclude, that real Chris- 
tians may experience much delight, because God 
represents himself under the character of a Father 
to the faithful in Christ Jesus, in a sense which 
none besides themselves can lay claim to. It would 
be endless to cite all the passages which assert this 
important distinction. The Redeemer, in the strong* 
est terms distinguishes all believers from tfie rest of 
mankind: ** Whosoever shall do the will <rfmy Fa-; 
they [by believing in and obeying me], the same is 
my brother, and sister, and mother.** When he was 
going to heaven, he said unto the representatives 
of his church in all ages, " I ascend to my Father, 
and your Father, to my God, and your God.** The 
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0ame dtetinction is made by the apostle. He exhorts 
those who were wavering, whether they should for- 
sake their idolatrous friends and relations, to em- • 
brace the i gospel, for this reason, that then God 
" would receive them, and be a father to them, and 
they should be his sons and daughters," 2 Cor. vi. 

As God then stands in so near and peculiar a re- 
lation to the faithful, what more rational than to 
conclude, his love for them far surpasses the affection 
of earthly parents towards their offspring ? But what 
parent, worthy of that tender name, ever refuses to 
manifest the delight he takes in his children, as 
they are able to bear such kind regard ? Or does 
not study, by numerous expressions of love, to ren- 
der their state of subjection a pleasure to them ? 
And is it not perfectly reasonable to conclude, that 
t^ eternal Father may as sensibly distinguish be- 
tween believers and hypocrites, as we do between 
our duteous cliildren, who want encouragement, and 
stubborn ones, who must be kept under a frown? 
That, to use his own words, his secret should be 
with them that fear him, and he should shew them 
his covenant; whilst others remain at a distance 
from him, without any spiritual light, grovelling in 
the pleasures of sin and the things of time, which 
thej^basely prefer to God, and all the riches of his 
grace ? Certainly this is a most rational conclusion, 
especially when it is considered, tliat, through the 
whole Bible, believers are declared to be the delight 
and glory of God. 

• It is in vain to object against this, as implying too 
great a stoop in him, and making men of too great 
miportance ; because the scripture account of the 
connexion between God and the faitliful strongly 
affirms that such condescension and regard is paid 
to them. He, therefore, who is ready Upon either 
«C these presumptions to mock at tlie mention of 
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joy in God, aiising from the near and dear reli^on 
bdievers bear to him, despiseth not man, but his 
adorable Creator, wbe promiseth of his superabound- 
ing grace, *' I will dwell in them, and walk in them, 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my peo**' 
ple," 2 Cor. vi. 

. Itis most'reasonable to conclude believers in Christ 
may experience peculiar delight, because they seekr 
all their joy in God alone. The acquisition of riches 
will not satisfy them, nor the enjoyment of healthy 
bcHiour, or long life. *' Lord, say they, who is like 
unto thee ? Lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon us. This will put more joy into our hearts* 
than the increase of com and wine.'^ And is it en-' 
thusiasm to conclude, that God, who both deserves 
and stricdy requires such supreme affecticMi, should 
reward every one who pays it to him ? Or that when 
men are so divinely changed as to prefer the favour 
of God infinitely before their own worldly interest^ 
and every sensual gratification^ they should receive 
the completion of this gracious and ample promise ?* 
^4 love them that love me, and they that seek me 
early shall find me. Riches and honour are with mey 
yea, durable riches and righteousness ; that I may^ 
cause those who love me to inherit substance, and h 
will fill their treasures,*' Prov. viiL 17. 

Further, we may reasonably conclude that the plea-* 
sures believers enjoy are high and peculiar, when w€k 
consider the force with which parental love always 
breaks out towards children, who, zealous for tiiQ 
lionour and rights of a father, endure bitter persecu-. 
tion on that account. What possible demonstra*^ 
tion of aflection is then withheld ? If we, therefore, 
(to use our Lord's argument) being evil, know how 
to reward, by every evidence of great delight m 
them, our excellent children, how much more shall 
our heavenly Father give tokens of his delight in 
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vAio sufierfor leal i» hb cftuse, and love of 
his name ? 

But no one can be a Christian, aceording to the 
scripture definition, without suffering-fer it. Begin, 
wlioever thou art, by thy example to rebuke not 
only scandalous vices, but all the shameful hypoc-t 
pisy of nominal Christians ; and thou shalt very sooa 
find enough to try thy coun^, patience and fidelity* 
If thou art poor, the loss of work and bread to eat 
shall be held up before thee by the ungodly, to de* 
ler thee from being more rel^ious t^ they Uke^ 
If thou art young, and darest to take more pains 
to live godly than those about thee choose to take 
themselves, thou shak feel a domestic persecution^ 
which, though it makes little noise, is very grievous 
to iesb and blood. In such cases, does not sound 
veason justify scripture assertions, teaching us to 
eonclude, God will aBbrd some counterbalance to all 
the bitter speeches md spiteful us^ his confessors 
cxperioice ? " That he will enlighten the eyes of 
thar understanding, to know what is the hope of hb 
calling, and what dtie riches of the glory of his inher- 
itance in the saints, and what is the exceeding great- 
aess of his power towards them that believe ?'^ Is it 
weak and enthusiastic to conclude, there is in all such 
cases joy imparted from the Lord tip fulfil the scrips 
ture-T-o'^ Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy 
presence from the pride of men : thou shalt keep 
them secretly in apavilion from the strife of tongues?" 
Psal. xxxi 19. The Almighty is represented in 
this p»sage as giving his faithful people so lively a 
sense of Ins love and protection as keeps them 
fixHn growing weary in his service, or from any 
indination to be less bold for the truth* By his 
secret consoktions they pass their time, as in a pa«> 
vilion pitched in a delightful garden, though the 
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ttrire of opposing or reviling tongues be hear^i 
around them. 

Which position then is most reasonable and con- 
sonant to the scripture character of God, to asserl 
Jiat he does or does not manifest his love in a pe- 
culiar degree to those who love him ? Allowing the 
promises in the Bible are truth, judge, who are ab- 
surd and grossly mistaken ; nominal Christians, posi-. 
tive against any communications of joy ; or real be- 
lievers, who maintain, that a life of self-denial obe- 
dience in the service of God abounds with this spi- 
ritual blessing. 

To conclude this point, it is highly reasonable 
to suppose the faithful in Christ have joy peculiar to 
themselves, because their eternal state will differ in- 
finitely from what awaits the world of tKe ungodly.' 
The latter, hardened, alas ! even to the hour of deaths 
will then meet an incensed Judge ; remain in all 
their filthiness, and feel the misery of endless pun- 
ishment. The former leave the body to enter, we 
are assured, into the presence of the Lord. I would 
ask, then, does not reason lead us to conclude some 
anticipation of this bliss is enjoyed before its ful- 
ness ? And that the blessed heirs of salvation, who 
are so soon to inherit the promises in their utmost 
completion, should have delightful acquaintance 
with their meaning here, and joy in their God, the 
same in kind a3 that reserved for them in heaven ? 
That those whom the King of kings will rewaad with 
eternal glory, in the presence of men. and angels^ 
should Rjoice in the blessed hope, be sealed of him, 
and have the earnest of his Spirit in their hearts ? Is 
not this much more reasonable than to suppose that 
men, who in one day ma) be as widely distant from 
Ccch other as heaven and htU, should be alike des- 
tiiutc of any spiritual joy ; should both be left to go 
on till the hour of final separation, one no more tluux 
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the other experiencing the light of God's counte- 
nance ? Certainly no man can name a greater ab- 
surdity than this supposition. 

What has been offered proves sufficiently, I trust, 
it is no mark of a weak enthusiastic mind to con- 
elude the members of Christ have peculiar and 
great delight, which, though often decried as dew- 
lusiofi, appears, upon due cx^dtiimxioTiy perfectly ra- 
tional. 

Thus fiir I have ai^ued only in favour of the rea^ 
sonableness of concluding real Christians may possess 
joy in God. But I advance farther, and prove, by 
the highest authority, that tht ) actually do — l)ecause 
the prophets foretel, the Redeemer promises, and 
the apostles record, the admirable joy peculiar to the 
church of Christ. 

The prophets foretel it in terms as strong and clear 
as either the holiness of Christians, or the glor) of 
their Redeemer. In the 89th Psalm, the whole body 
of the faithful are described in the following words : 
** Blessed is the people who know the joyful sound* 
They shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy coun- 
tenance. In thy name shall they rejoice all the day, 
and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted : for 
thou art the glory of their strength, and in thy favour 
their horn shall be exalted. For the Lord is our de- 
fence, the holy One of Israel is our king.'' What 
stronger colours could be used to paint a life, which 
was one scene of pleasure ? For the abounding joy 
believers in Christ p issess from the knowledjjr of 
redemption by him. as revealed in the everlasting 
gospel, here called the joyful sound, is the principal 
figure which in this painting strikes every eye. 

Under the direction of the same unerring Spirit, 
Isaiah describes the Christian church " as joying be- 
fore God according to the joy in harvest, and as mesi 
rejoice when they divide the speil ; [[whilst the sole 
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cause of their exulation is, that] unto us a child h 
1>om, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the 
Ae Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace," Isaiah 
ix. 6. 

In another passage, he describes the church of 
Christ under the image of persons in\ hed by tbc 
Lord of Hosts to a great festivity, where pleasures 
crowd to regale each appetite, and every thing which 
can exhilarate is pouitil forth in great abimdance, 
Isaiah xxv. In a third passage, he describes them 
returning to Sion, or heaven, with songs and ever- 
lasting joy upon their heads. Each of these passa- 
ges (with a vast number more that might be produ- 
ced) wholly relate to the temper of mind by which 
the church of Christ should be distinguished. This 
is always mentioned as the proper state of tfiose hap- 
py souls to whom it is given to believe in Christ. 
But does the picture bear the least resemblance to 
the persons it is drawn for, unless real Christians are 
a people much acquainted witfi pleasure ? Between 
nomhial Christians, who have no more joy in God 
than a Turk or Jew, and the Christians, described 
by the prophets, there is no likeness. Yet so posi- 
tive are the prophets in affirming such pleasure shall 
be enjoyed in the church of Christ, that the faithful- 
ness and veracit) of God stand engaged to make 
good the delightful prediction. And unless we deny 
the authority of the prophetic books, we must allow 
Christians certainly possess incomparable joys. 

What the prophets with one mouth foretold, the 
Redeemer confirms by many declarations and pro- 
mises. On account of the joy his gospel, when 
understood and believed, inspires—" The kingdom 
of heaven, says he, is like unto a treasure hid in a 
field, the which, when a man hath fbund^ he hideth, 
and, for joy thereof, goeth and selleth all that he 
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hath, tnd buyeth that field," Matthew xiii* 44. We 
know how much the news of an estate unexpectedljr 
left to us elevates the poor heart of man. Jn the 
dame manner, our Lord affirms, a clear view of sali- 
vation by him afiects his believing people. In another 
place, hie declares that the immediate effect of &itil 
m his name is such abundant satisfaction oS soul, as 
extinguises all burning desire after any thing be- 
low, and causes fresh consolations to spring up to 
to* overflowing fulness, till all the believer's wants 
arc entirely removed, and all his desires completely 
aatbfied in the enjoyment of eternal life. ^' Whoso- 
ever drinketh of the water that 1 shall give him, shall 
never thirst, but the water that 1 shall give him shall 
be in him a well of water springing up into everlast- 
ing life," John iv. 14. ** He that believeth on me, 
as the scripture hath said, out of his bell} shall flow 
rivers of living water.'* But this spake Jesus of the 
Spirit, which thev that believe on him should re- 
ceive, John vii. llow could the joy of Christians 
be more strongly described, or more positively af- 
firmed ? And this enjoyment is not confined to some 
eminent followers ol Christ, but insured as the com- 
mon privilege of all who drii^k of the water he giv- 
cth, of every one who believeth on his name. VVhat 
Jesus taught tl^ woman of Samaria at one time, and 
the vast concourse of his hearers at another, res- 
pecting the peace and joy which result from faith in 
bis name, under the figure of a fountain, and rivers 
of living water, he literally affirms in his last conver- 
sation with his apostles. ** He that hath my command- 
ments [understands, receives, and embraces them 
all,] and keepeth them, [not only extols, but will not 
break them, whatever he may lose or suffer on that 
account,] he it is that loveth me : and he that loveth 
Hue shall be loved of my Father, and I will lovt him, 
and manifest myself to him«" He shall not only be 
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the object of mj delight and love, but live favoured 
with discoveries of my power, grace, and faithfulness^ 
One of his disciples, clearly understanding the Re- 
deemer meant some inestimable favour, which they, 
and not the world, were to enjoy, asks him, *' Hovr 
is it, that thou wilt manifest tnyself unto us, and not 
unto the world ? Jesus answered and said unto him. 
If any man love me he will keep my words, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him ;" not leaving him as one 
friend does another, after a transient visit, but as an 
inhabitant, giving, by our presence, light, strength, 
comfort, and joy. And lest it should be thought, 
as many most absurdly pretend to believe, that Chris- 
tians in every age arc not so fully to inherit these 
promises, as the very persons to whom he first made 
diem, he comprehends, in the same prevailing pray- 
er which he made for the apostles, '' all who should 
ever believe in him through their word." He makes 
no manner of difference or distinction. Woe be to 
those who do. He makes one and the same request 
for his whole church, every individual belonging to 
it being equally a member of his body — He prays, 
"That the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be 
in them, and I in them." John xvii. 26. 

Every thing requested for the church of Christ 
in this prayer, and every feature in the picture which 
the prophets have drawn of believers in his name, we 
see in those who first received the faith of the gospel. 
After the day of Pentecost, the apostolic church is^ 
described in several particulars. And their state of 
mind, which shewed itself indeed in their actions, is 
sufiiciently marked out by two words r^Azc&i^^^, or ex- 
ultation, and singleness of heart. In the same book of 
the Acts, after mention of Philip's preaching in the city 
of Samaria, it is remarked, there was great joy in that 
eity. When the jailor, into whose custody St. Paul 
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wfts delivered, had once heard the word of the Lordf 
besides the actions which he did immediately upoa 
believing, which plainly shewed great alacrity of 
heart, it is expressly added, that he rejoiced. The 
same account is given of the Ethiopian eunuch. 
^ As soon as Philip had preached Jesus unto him^ 
he was baptized, and though his heaven-appointed 
guide was snatched from him, yet the gospel taking 
place in his heart, he went on his way (it is not said 
reasoning, or deeply meditating only, but) rejoicing. 
Indeed we have reason to think that all who heard 
the gospel to any good purpose, heard it with the 
same sentiments of delight and joy. They behaved 
at first as persons quite amazed and surprised with 
the grace of God. Before habit or improvement 
could have time to manifest itself, they were raised 
by the pure joy of the gospel above this world, and 
ready, in its defence, to embrace the martyr's stake. 

From what has been said, it appears that not only 
the prophets foretold the faithful in Christ should 
proclaim the incomparable worth of his gospel by 
their joy in God ; not only did the Redeemer pro- 
mise his peace and joy to his disciples, and declare 
that their joy should be full ; but when his name was 
first preached, the genuine effect of it, in every place, 
was gladness of heart. You must, therefore, either 
affirm, that the christians described in the Bible, and 
those who lived when the gospel was first preached, 
differ in species from all who live now, though tliey 
sincerely profess the same faith, and love the same 
Lord , or you must grant it is a fact, that all real 
Christians have joy in the God of their salvationv 
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SUNDAY LIL 

CHAP. LII, 
The Love of Christ to his Church i^> all Ages the same. 

W E have already proved it is reasonable to cmi- 
clude, and certain from the testimony of Christ, the 
prophets, and apostles, that peace and joy in Ged 
are the privilege of Christ's church. 

It is urged, to invalidate these proofs, that perse- 
cution in me first ages of Christianity called for great 
manifestations of divine love, which are now no lon- 
ger to be expected or vouchsafed. 

As this mistake is become very general, and its 
influence extremely pernicious, it shall receive a full 
refutation, and be exposed in all its absurdity. 

Adopt this false notion, and scripture itself must 
lose its value. For we may say with as much reason 
of the whole, as of those passages which have been 
urged above, that they were delivered to particular 
persons on particular occasions. Wherefore, if scrip- 
ture belongs to those to whom it was first addressedi 
in a sense it belongs not to the church in every age; 
then the Bible, instead of being a system of eternal 
truths and an invariable rule of life, equally obliga^ 
tory on all Christians, will dwindle into an antiquat- 
ed obsolete book. It will absolutely require a dis- 
criminatioa to be settled between the scripture de- 
signed for the comfort and joy of the first believers 
in Christ, and what those live in after ages may 
claim: just as some Papist divide the practical 
part of the New Testament into absolute commands, 
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i^ch belong to all, and counsels of perfecti(Mi ^ven 
only to a few. 

. Besides, this notion is contrary to scripture. St. 
John declares the end for which he labour to esta- 
blish Christianity was not merely the belief of the 
miracles, death, and resurrection of Christ, but that 
yCy saith he, might have fellowship with us, i. e. an 
equal share in all the high privileges, holy influences, 
and divine consolations which belong to that one 
body the church, erf which Christ himself, full of 

Sower and glory, is the head. But we flatly contFa- 
ict this aposde, when we afBrm there is any differ* 
ence in point of spiritual privileges between even thf 
chosen twelve, and all who have obtained like pre- 
cious faith with them, to the end of time- 
' Further, the absurdity of this popular and pemi- 
eious mistake is no less gross than its contradiction 
to the word of God is glaring. For have not all 
Clu'istians one faith ? The truth which sanctifies 
them is invariable. Have they not one Spirit tore- 
present this truth to the mind, and make it effec- 
tual ? Is not the practice of duty in the same extent 
required? the same sacrifice of woridly interests? 
the cutting off the right hand, and plucking oiit the 
right eye f And is not one heaven the eterr^ reward 
of all true Christians? As, in all these interesting 
points, there is a perfect equality,' how absimi to 
make an immense difference in the matter of present 
peace and joy from the influence of the same truth, 
the same hope, and the same Spirit? This b the 
more absurd, because the word of God teaches us 
that no one is ever disposed to apply to the heavenly- 
physician before the sickness of his soul compels him, 
and the fear of eternal death ; and that no one caa 
be saved before he calls for mercy oa the Lord as a 
lost sinner. But this conviction annihilates all dis- 
^nce of time, all difference of esitemal circumstances 
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between the contemporaries of Chiist and his ap- 
po^tles, and succeeding bdievers, to the end of the 
Vorld; because, without thks conviction of sin, 
though Paul was preaching, or Jesus himself work- 
ing miracles before our eyes, his salvation must be 
rejected ; and with this conviction pressing on the 
mind, the record God has given of his Son becomes 
inestimably pr^ious, and his salvation the one thing 
needfuL 

Thus absurd ts die notion so constantly urged, to 
evade the plainest promises of great peace andjoy to 
all true believers, and to keep those easy in a formal 
profession of Christianity, who experience nothing 
of its excellent power. 

We must add the evidence of dailyr facts to the 
miited testimony of prophets, apostles, and the Savi- 
our, that real believers in his name have joy in God. 
How can we otherwise account for the total altera- 
tion of choice and conduct in some of every rank, 
age, and temper, as socm as they truly believe in 
Christ ? All these with one voice avow they never 
knew true happiness before they knew the truth. 
Whatever the pleasures of sin were to them, they 
confess is far exceeded by dieir spiritual joy. Hence, 
long after the terrors of the Lord have ceasCd to 
work upon their minds, they keep at a distance 
from sin, from persons, pleasures, and amusements^ 
which before engaged their hearts, in order to pos- 
sess the peace and pleasures they have tasted in the 
service of Christ. 

Nor can it be said, with any trudi, all this arises 
from notions put into their heads, or from the force 
of imagination : because a great number have had no 
idea of spiritual joy, till it sprang up in their hearts, 
at once the object of their surprise, and the cause of 
their preferring above all things the service of the 
Lord. Whilst the perfect correspondence this spi- 
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ritual joy bears with Ae scripture promises, its foun- 
dation, and the uniform experience of those who 
have had no means of catching it from others, con- 
cur to deliver it from all reasonable suspicion of re* 
ligious delusion. ' 

We may further observe, that there are many 
children whose meek spirit and excellent life cannot 
reconcile their prejudiced parents to the power of re- 
ligion,, by whom they are treated with great harsh- 
ness, no one speaking a word in their fevour. These 
children are still far from desiring peace, by re- 
turning to their former gaiety and fashionable follies. 
They find a sweetness in secret prayer, in meditation, 
and reading the word of God, which, even under 
their beloved parents' cruel displeasure, is better to 
them than all their ibrmer merriment, with the 
friendship of the who^^fkmily. 

If it be said, who knows there have been such 
instances ? I answer, the history of the ohuroh at- 
tests there have been, in all ages, a great number ; 
and the excell^it part of die Christian church at 
this day, young as well as old, vouch this truth. 
It is on account of better pleasures not from morose 
humour, or superstitious fear, that they have lost 
all relish for amusements they once piu^ued with 
eagerness, despising all who did not, as they diem- 
selves are now d^ised. Unless, therefore, we 
shut our ears against the testimony of scripture, and 
our eyes against the testimony of daily facts, we must 
allow, that all who receive and obey the Lord Jesus 
Christ are superior, in point of joy, to any people 
upon earth. 

As this is fsctj so it is necessary Cristians should 
be filled with peace and joy. Were men of a diier- 
ent make, or in a world more favourabte to the cause 
of God, it would be then sufficient to mark out the 
Hne of duty, too plain to be mistaken^ andenfc^rce it 
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witfaykA/Tr rewnda so greats that no pkaMie or gain 
from sin could we^ in the balance* But it is plain^ 
fixNn the slightest consideration of our nature, that 
we greedily gra^ after present joy, and from our 
birth have impetuous inclinations to taJlas pleBsure 
in what b evil and forbidden. Look upon young 
men. How are they prompted from within, ^id so- 
licited from without, to transgxess^ the moment th^ 
enter on the stage of the world ! How biassed to jhv- 
fer vile pastimes and joys of sense to aU wise employ- 
ment of their time ! With what indifference, tf not 
strong (&gast, do they hear the authority of God con^ 
demning dieir fimmrite pleasures ! The female sex« 
though more restrained from excesses in youth, as 
eagerly delight m erery vmiity— ^the least distinct 
(ion for elegance of form^ gaudyattire, ot splendid ap« 
pearance. Pleased they are ^ walk with out-stretch- 
ed necks and wamon eyes ; above measure fond of 
levity and dissipation, of course obstinately averse 
to Christian &ith and obedience. In the next period 
of life though the objects of gratiKcation somewhat 
vary, still inordinate ^Bfectioa towards them remains as 
vehement as ever; still love <^ money, ambition, lux* 
ury, or pride of life, leads the soul captive. 

Such is our constitution; and from it aiisestbene^ 
ccmty of present spiritual peace and joy, to reconcile 
us perfectly to a Christian life. Without these, 
teachers recommend, in vain, the practice of duty on 
account of its Juture rewards, in preference to pre- 
sent gratification. This reward is only to be enfoyed 
afrer death, which men naturally choose to put at a 
great distance. Make, on the contrary, the proposal 
UK Redeemer makes to lus disciples, to establish 
diem in hb service ; prove ^^ there is no man thafl 
hath left houses, cr brethren, or sister, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or tends, for his sake and 
the gospel's but ^in pomt of >ctijoym:Qnt, through the 
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consolations of Christ, and the £ivour of his provi- 
dence) he shall receive an hundred fold now in thii^ 
time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers^ 
and children, and bonds, with persecution, and, in 
the world to come, eternal life \^ Mark. x. Here 
you see an immediate equivalent for any sacrifice 
you are to make in love to Christ, and cheerful obe- 
dience to his will. This renders self, denial not only 
practicable, but, upon the whole, grateful. Here is 
not what otherwise must be mere authority to over- 
awe, or selfish regard to esc^Kr the bitter pains of hell« 
but such s(Mritual del^ht as< makes us entirely ap* 
prove of our choice, and freely avow, to the gl<M'y of 
God, that we were utterly depraved and blind for not 
embracing him and his service, as our highest and 
richest portion before. 

Besides, it is necessary believers should have 
much peace and joy in the service of God, that they 
nMy ^^ observe and do whatsoever they are command- 
ed. They are commanded in every thing to give 
thanks, to rejoice in the Lord evermore, to be con.^ 
tent with such things as they have and to be patient 
in tribulation." These tempers are but a just ac- 
knowledgment of the mercies of redemption. But 
these tempers cannot dwell in the soul, tilL» by the 
power of divine faith, it inherits spiritual blessings, 
which naturally excite thanksgiving, which reduce 
sufferings, mobt formidable in the eye o£ sense, to 
\v^ afflictions, and self-denials, grevious to the fleshy 
into pleasing testimonies of unfeigned love to God 
—Take away these views, and suppose no delight 
to spring up in the heart from the knowledge of 
Christ, it xvill be then impossible to rej<»ce in tribu- 
btibon, and under every cross to give thanks. ^' But 
if we are, indeed, risen wttb.Christ, if our life is hid 
with him in God, and we know that when he who 
is •our 1& shall appear^ we shall appear also with him 
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in glory, then victory over our natural fears, and 
contentment in the most trying troubles are quite 
practicable.'* And it were easy to prove, from the 
New Testament, tlmt true Christian are requested 
in every thing to give thanks, because they have re- 
ceived of the Lord such rich tokens of his love. It 
follows, therefore, that, unless we have joy in God^ 
our hearts will be enamoured of some mean and base 
object to his dishonour, and our own ruin ; nor shall 
we be able to give him the glory of a cheerful sub- 
mission to his will in all things. Comparing, therefore, 
our condition with the obedience and tempers of a 
real believer, it must be allowed, there is absolute 
need of spiritual peace and joy pecuKar to believers, 
and superior to every thing the world can offer ; and 
all who will submit to the authority of scripture 
must be convinced of the reasonableness, reality, and 
excellent use of joy in God. 

I shall only add a caution against a wrong con- 
struction of this grand privilege of the Christian 
church, and an exhortation to s^, as they desire pre- 
sent happiness, to seek, in the first place, the know- 
ledge of Christ. 

It must be remembered, then, that the peace and 
joy proved above vary in degree, according to se- 
veral circumstances. The weak in faith enjoy but 
little in comparison of the strong. A small storm 
is enough to terrify the former, and make them dread 
a shipwreck ; whilst the latter, fix)m clearer know- 
ledge of God's will and loving-kindness, can trtfst, 
without pain to the care of their unerring pilot, 
though the tempest rages, and neither sun, or moon, 
or stars, are seen for many days* Contempt, re- 
proach, and slanders, wound exceedingly new dis- 
ciples, who over- rate the judgment of men; whilst 
those who are duly mortified to the world, can wait 
with cheerfulness till their imiocence is vindicated 
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by the Lord, whom they serve. Some are apt soon 
to yield to discouraguig appearances, if the severity 
of a conflict with their vile affections continues; 
whilst others, like veteran soldiers, can follow, un- 
daunted, the captain of their salvation, in the hottest 
of the battle. Some (new-born babes, as the scrip- 
ture calls them,) ignorant of the discipline of their 
father's house, find it difficult to believe they are his 
dear children, when they strongly feel the distem- 
per of their nature, or lose the sensible sweetness of 
communion with God ; or are sorely afflicted for a 
great length of time, whilst others who judge truly, 
and understand his mind and will, no long^er estimate 
their own safety or growth in grace, solely by their 
own feelings* Some, full of desire to be without 
spot, and, imperceptibly to themselves, trusting in 
part to their own graces, are ready to despond at the 
sight of their infirmities, and the many blemishes 
found in the^best; whilst others, of clearer judg- 
ment and more knowledge, only sink deeper into 
self abasement, and, at the sight of both, cleave 
more steadfastly to Christ their hope, and so hold fast 
the confidence of their rejoicing. Some are in con- 
stitution alert, lively, and confident, which makes 
them more joyous, in the same circumstances, than 
those who are phlegmatic, dull, and timorous in 
their spirit. 

In the same persons also, at different times, spir- 
itual peace and joy will often vary, from the stupify- 
ing power of bodily disease, and according to their 
temptations, diligence in holy duties, faitlifulness to 
God, and his good pleasure, from whom all conso- 
lations flow. Whilst, therefore, we strenuously 
maintain the divine privilege of Christians is to re- 
joice in the Lord, still the degree or continuance of 
that joy must not be absolutely fixed, or made essen- 
tial to saving iaith« For Acn we shall often make sad 
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the hearts of the righteous, whom God would not 
have made sad ; and instead of strengthening the 
weak, and encouraging them to go on, beat them 
down. Nevertheless, if professors of faith in Christ 
are habitually strangers to joy in God, and pleasure 
in his service, of which so many excellent things are 
spoken in the Bible, they have great reason to sus- 
pect they are counterfeits. It behoves them much 
to examine whether some hateful idol, as money, or 
forbidden pleasure, husband, wife, or child, docf 
not rob God of their hearts : or whether they have 
not mean thoughts of Christ's power and grace, but 
high ones of man's obedience to obtain favour with 
God. This scrutiny is quite necessary, and ought 
to be repeated with great strictness, because it is 
certain the proper abiding state of real Christians 
is that of pleasure : *' The kingdom of God whithin 
them is righteousness, peace, ami joy in the Holy 
Ghost.'' The great apostle was of this judgment; 
tlierefore he earnestly prayed for the church at 
Rome, that ** the God of hope would fill them with all 
peace and joy in believing, and cause them to abound 
in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost g^vcn 
unto them. 

Since, then, the present adrantages of true feitfa 
are so great, who can have the feelings of humanity, 
in the lowest degree, and not pray to God, O that all 
who hear this day the sound of the gospel, were alto- 
gether Christians ! O that the tongues of all in the 
sacred office were employed, and the arm of the Lord 
revealed, to compel our fellow-sinners to come in to 
that grand festivity for the soul which he hath pre- 
pared, that his house might be filled ! 

Ye young, ye gay, ye rich, and noble, be no 
longer prejudiced against the Saviour, as if his ex- 
cellent precepts were too strict a rule for you td ob- 
serve. Examine the matter closely ; makeO'ialof 
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submission to him without reserve. You will find 
his gospel an embassy of peace and reconciliation 
from God, who is love, to a world of rebels up in 
sums against him ; an assemblage of privileges, pro- 
mises, and spiritual delights, suited to all your wants, 
more than equal to your desires, and thus designed 
to knit your hearts unto him. 

Cease for ever, ye deluded vassals, to indulge iii 
unlawful love for women, wine, wealth, or honour, 
as if, without these base sources of gratification, ye 
must be miserable. Hear, and be persuaded ; dhe 
Possessor of heaven and earth makes a marriage sup- 
per for his Son ; that Son, respecting such as you, 
says, ^^ I stand at the door and knock ; if any man 
^>en, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with me ;" i. e. we will then dwell together 
en tern^ of infinite friendship, and, in reciprocal love, 
feast together. Consider this as ye ought. I urge 
not the doom to which you are exposed, whilst ye 
refuse to hear his voice, who spcaketh thus from 
heaven. I insist not on that hour, which is near, 
wl^n all your filthy sources of joy will be terribly 
transformed into avengers of your wickedness. I 
do not attempt to lay open the horrors of " Tophet,, 
wluch is deep and large ; the pile thereof is fire and 
much wood; and the breath of the Lord, like a 
stream of brimstone, doth kindle it." But 1 be- 
seech you, by the consolations that are in Christ, by 
the comforts of love, and by the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost, call upon God, that you may lay aside 
all wickedi^ss and superfluity of naughtiness, in 
order that you may immediately taste the pure joys 
which flow down from the throne of God into the 
hearts of his faithful people. Deal no more so mad- 
ly as to prefer, for the sake of pleasure, the harlot's 
smbrace, or the drunkard's cup, the love of the 
world, wd the things of the world, to the river 

S n 
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which maketh glad the church in earth and heaveft. 
Miike no longer the hideous choice of darkness and 
estrangement from the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanc- 
tifier, before the light of life ; an education for ever* 
lasting glory, with an earnest of it from day to day 
in your own souls. 

Consider what a cloud of witnesses are ready to 
confront and confound you. Appear before these 
witnesses you must. They felt so much peace and 
joy in the service of Christ, as gladly to renounce 
every comfort of life, sooner than be felse to him^; 
and, rather than deny him, toot joyfully the spoiling 
of their goods, and met death from their enraged 
persecutors. The same Saviour, no more impair- 
ed in excellency, or the riches of his love, than 
the sun in brightness, presents himself with these 
gracious words proceeding from his lips, ** Whoso- 
ever will, let him come and drink of the water of life 
freely.*' 

And can you be such despicable dupes to the 
maxims of the world, and your own wild passions, 
as to be afraid of coming into full subjection to 
Christ, lest you should suffer \n point of present en- 
joyment? Suffer! Impossible: for all you are re- 
quired to give up is sordid, selfish, and the prosti- 
tution of your souls to Satan. Be assured, of all the 
gross falsehoods he makes the most credulous fools 
swallow, this bears the palm, to imagine any plea- 
sures upot) earth equal to those which flow from the 
knowledge and love of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Finally, be instructed, ye decent self-righteous 
professors of religioA. Strive no longer to glean up 
some grains of satisfaction from a good opinion of 
yourselves, the works you do, and the religious prin- 
ciples you hold. No longer tread the tires<^ic 
round of duties, as a penance to escape damnation^ 
and purchase favour of God. Uneomfortable, SQPse- 
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less service ! Thus he addresses such serious, but 
Sadly deceived persons : *' Wherefore do ye spend 
money for that which is not bread, and your labour 
for that which satisfieth not ?'* 

" Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fat^ 
ness, Htar, and your soul shall live, and I will 
«ive you the sure mercies of Daved, i. e. Christ. 
Sehold 1 have given him for a witness [of my free 
grace and love] to the people, a leader and com- 
mander to the people.** 

Make Christ, then, the Alpha and the Omega, the 
first and last^ the beginning and end of all your reli- 
gion, and great will be your peace. You shall de- 
tight yourselves in the Lord, and he shall give you 
your hearts* desire. Then you shall see the words 
in which Moses describes the church of God in old 
time, are applicable in a still higher sense to the 
body of Christ, his faithful followers. What nation 
is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them 
as the LcH-d oiu* God is in all things that we call upon 
him for? Huppy art thou, O Israel ! who is like un- 
to thee, O people, saved by the Lord, the shield of 
thy help, and the sword of thy excellency ? and thine 
enemies shall be found liars unto thee, suid thou shalt 
tread upon their high places. 



PRAYER, 

Suited to the preceding Subject. 

BLESSED be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jea^os Christ, who hath blessed his church with all 
spiritual blessings, in heavenly things in Christ Jesus. 
But tQ us beiongeth shame ^nd confusion of face. 
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who so long denied the reality of these Uesein^, or 
felt no desire to enjoy them. We have sought 
greedily to satisfy otu^ves Mnith base and sensual 
delights. O pardon our sin and provocation. Now 
make us to know thou art our supreme good^ and 
that the revelation of thy truth, peace, anid love, is 
better than all the pleasures t>f sin. Be not unto us 
as a God that hideth thyself Give now to all who 
come to thee by Christ Jesus joy in the Holy Ghost, 
as thou didst to thy saints oi old. Enable each to 
cry out, I have trusted in thy mercy, my heart shall 
rejoice in thy salvation. I will sing linto the Lord, 
because he hath dealt bountifully with me. Make 
us exceedingly glad with thy countenance. Let all 
that seek thee be joyful and glad in thee ; let such as 
love thy salvation say continually, the Lord be mag^ * 
nified. Send the spirit of adoption into our hearts, 
that we may cry, Abba, Father ; that we may be 
anxious for nothing, but in every thing, by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, make known 
our requests unto thee ; that so thy peace, which 
passieth all understanding, may rule in our hearts 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Fill us with assur- 
ance mat thy eyes are always over the righteous, and 
thine ears ever open to their prayers, that in the 
midst of trouble we may find comfort, and have thee 
for our exceeding joy. 

O Lord and heavenly Father, pity and deliver from 
their wilful ignorance the multitude, who make light 
of the feast thou hast provided for them who love 
thee, even before they are received up into glory. 
Say unto them, O ye sons of men, how long will ye 
blaspheme my honour, and give your hearts only to 
that which defiles, wounds, and will destroy you ? 
O that they may experience that thy love gives more 
joy than the full uidulgence of base appetites. May 
tjiey ponder on this inestimable truth, that thou^. 
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Lord, art a sun and a shield, diat thou givest grace 
and glory, and no good thing dost thou withhold 
from them who lead a godly life« 

May the Lord Jesus Christ, and God, even our 
Father, who hath loved us, and given us everlasting 
consolation, and good hope through grace, comfort 
our hearts, and establish us in every good word and 
work. AnMu 
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FOR THE 

USE OF FAMILIES, 

AND FOR 

Ferstms in Various Canditians. 

The foUowitig admonition, read occasionally before ftmily rwor* 
ship, 18 very proper to produce seriouaaess of mind, and to 
keep up a godly jealousy, lest hypocrisy and formaUty render 
this important duty of no use. It is necessary to preserve 
us from shamefully contradicting in our tempers through the 
day, the prayers we offer up- This horrid absurdity hath 
greatly coiKtnbu^ to bamsh family ^worship, as a practici 
of no benefit. 

My Friends and Fellow Christians, 

We, dust and ashes, are now met to call upon the 
Lord Crod Almighty. He deserves all possible ado<r 
ration and reverence. He also strictly charges us to 
take heed we draw not nigh to him with our lips, 
whilst our hearts are far from him* He assures us, 
he will exalt those only who abase themselves, and 
give grace only to the humble. He is also of purer 
eyes than to accept our prayers, unless they be of- 
fered up in dependence upon the mediation of Jesus 
Christ the righteous, our advocate, and the propi* 
tiation for our sin. 

N6w, therefore, may we have grace to lift up our 
hearts to God with sincerity, reverence, lowliness of 
mind, and lively faith in Christ ; then shall we re- 
ceive whatever we ask according to his will. With 
these dispositions, we should at all times desire to 
pray. So shall our worship be pleasing to God, 
comfortable to ourselves, and make us exceUent in 
our tempers to every oi?e ^boiit us. 
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Family Prayer for the Morning of the Lord's Day. 

ALL praise be given unto thee, O God| our 
heavenly Father, for Uiis holy day, in which we imi- 
tate the company in heaven, whilst we assemble in 
thy courts on earth. 

Instead of rejecting us for our pride, and wilful ig- 
norance, and forgetfulness of thee, thou hast set apart 
thy day to teach us the kjnowledge of thy name, and 
of our own condition. Thou hast commanded us to 
make public confession of our sins, and thy perfect 
hatred of them ; of our manifold disobedience, and 
thy amazing forbearance ; of our depravity and per- 
petual need of thy grace. Thou hast commanded 
us thus to abase ourselves before thee, lest a proud, 
self-sufficient spirit should destroy us- Thou hast 
commanded us to ndake intercession for all men, that 
our hearts may be enlarged in love towards diem, 
and our hands ready to minister to their necessities. 
Thou hast sent thy word unto us for reproof, correc* 
tion, and instruction in righteousness, to make us 
wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. And thou hast required us to give thee 
thanks in the great congregation, in order that our 
hearts may be filled with gratitude to thee for all 
thy benefits. O how amiable on these accounts, 
Lord God of hosts, are thy houses in our land ! We 
especially adore thy goodness, in passing over the 

Provocations and insults we have so ofteii repeated, 
y rushing into thy house, in pride, hypocrisy, and 
contempt of thy salvation. Instead of cutting us ofi' 
in this most dreadful state, thou hast been pleased to 
lay it all open to our view. Therefore we now, on 
our knees, implore of thee every disposition of heart 
which can make us acceptable worshippers. O our 
God, send forth light and truth, forcibly to impress 
tts with the great importance of the work we have to 
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do. Shield us from all distractions. Whilst wt 
confess our sins, fill us with deep self-abasement and 
godly sorrow. Give us to ask in full assurance of 
receiving the things we need, pardon, righteousness, 
and strength, from thy love in Christ Jesus. Ac- 
company thy oracles, and the preaching of thy ser- 
vants with the power of the Holy Ghost, that we may 
be more wise, and more diligent to follow the exam- 
ples set before us : that thy judgments and threaten- 
ings against transgressors may det«r us from walk-* 
ing after the flesh, and the fashion of this world. O 
that, by hearing thy gospel, we may clearly per- 
ceive, and gladly embrace the great salvation it pro- 
claims, and be careful to observe and do whatsoever 
our Lord commands. And when we otkr up our 
prayers for all estates and conditions of men, give us 
to feel bowels of mercies, and to beg for their sup- 
port, deliverance, and salvation, as for our own. 

Tliou knowest, L^rd, our sad condition; that 
when we would do good, as thy holy law requires, 
evil is present with us. We would wait upon thee 
without a wandering thought ; but our weakness and 
depravity, alas ! are manifest, after all our endeav- 
ours to be wholly taken up in thy service. Arise, O 
God, and save us from those idle thoughts, which 
«lse will hinder our prayers ; and though we can 
have nothing to rejoice in what we do, may we re- 
joice in thy goodness and tender mercies, in the re- 
demption of our souls by the blood of Jesus, and in 
thy exceeding great and precious promises. 

Thou, Lord, hast appointed pastors and teachers, 
whose lips should retain knowledge, and the people 
are to be instructed in thy law from their mouths. 
We pray thee to give unto them all die spirit of wis*- 
dom and revelation in the knowledge of Christ, that 
they may be taught how to lay, Ukc able builders, 
the true foundation ; and, by ^xoir preaching, may 
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knowle^ be incroised) and sinners tuined from 
their evil ways. By their preaching, may thy chil- 
dren be comforted and established, the beauty of 
holiness and the sinfulness of sin be effectually set 
forth ; that after due improvement of thy day, house^ 
and wordy we may for ever rejoice in the rest which 
remaineth for all the people of God^ through Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

Evening family Prayer on the Lord's Day. 

THOU, O Lwd our God, art great, wonilef- 
All, and holy. Thou ^t exalted far above all bless- 
ings and praise which, men or angels can offer ; yet 
thou hast taught us^ that whoever offereth thee 
dianlLS, he hcmoureth thee^ Much cause have we no^ 
to praise thy name for thine ordinances, which we 
have this day observed. Pardon the iniquity of our 
holy things, and cleanse U3 from the defilement cleav- 
ing to our best services. Accept our prayers and 
praises^ for the sake and through the intercession of 
our great and merciful High- Priest* For his sake^ 
O heavenly Father, fulfil all the requests we have 
Bfuide this day before thee, that the benefit we gain 
in calling upon thy name together may be manifest 
in our deportment) and felt in. our hearts. Tfatt^ 
may we love and serve thee, waitii^ in joyful hope 
for that hour when we shall see thee face to face, and 
know even as we are known. 

To thy mercy we repommend all our relations^ 
and all our firiemls. Enlighten their minds, that 
they may not pro&ne thy holy day ; give them graipe 
to worship thee in spirit and in truth, with the great 
congregation ; to spend their time with joy in retire- 
ment, and secret prayer, and meci^tation upon the 
multitude of itnercies they have received from thy 
band* 

3£ 
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Vmt^ O Lord, the natiens ytt sitting in dai4mefli 
and the shadow of death. Ma> the day spring from, 
on high shine upon them, to guide their feet into the 
way of peace. O that the fulness of the Gentiles 
may come into Christ, and all Israel be sav<:d t O 
that the mountain of the Lord's house may be esta^ 
blished upon the top of the mountains, and exsilted 
above the hiits^ and the earth be fiUed with the gloiy 
of the Lord ! 

Wt beseech thee, O Lord, to put an end to alL 
idolatry and superstition in the nations called after thy 
nftme. Cause the power of godUiness to flourish im 
sdl thy churches. Utterly destroy formality and hj^ 
pocrisy amongst dit professors of thy lioly taith^ t\mt 
there be no oSknot given to scoffers, or tdiat they 
sliould hate atiy cause to say^ whatadvantage 60m 
the gospel of Christ impart ? 

Take us this night, O our God, under tlie fihadow^ 
of thy wing. When we awake, may we think ci. 
thee : and if our life b spared to the return of dsny^ 
may vce walk in the light of diy countenance, and m 
aU thy comnoandments blan^krss. And when ouv. 
departure is at hand, may we enjpy a sweet foretaste 
of heavenly bliss, a^ knoWy that when we are rem 
moved from waiting upon thee in the courts ot thyr 
house below, we shall, with angels and archsuigela^, 
and all the company of heaven^ for ever laud and 
magnify thy name, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghos^ 
to whom be ascribed, as is most due, glory and 4/9^ 
minion for eyer and ever. Amen» 



Morning Prayer for a Family* 

O BLESSED God, who hast so loved thl^ 
world, as t6 give thine only begotten Son, to the end 
that sXL who l>elieve in him should not perish, but 
have eternal liie^ mercifully look upon us, mifiefablk^ 
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^mers. Haw ignorant are we of his* excellency, or 
^ur need of his salvation ! How unaffected with afl 
we have heard of his glory ! Though his name is 
above every name in heaven, we feel an horrid back- 
wardne^ to trust bur souls in his hand, and little 
comfort from what he has done or promised, O re- 
veal to as, by the Holy Ghost, the person, office, 
love, and power of thj Christ. O that /fe may be 
no loss precious to our souls, than he was to the saints 
and martyrs of old. Thou hast dtclitred thy Son 
shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high ; 
may he be so m our eyes more and»mcnre. Through 
laith in his name, may we receive daily the pardon of 
«ur sins, the comfort of thy telp, and abound in 
hope of the glory of God. May the love of Christ 
constrain us to live to bis honour by loving one ano- 
ther. Objects always of his compassion, and saved 
by the redemption that is in him, may we be able 
to forbear and forgive, putting far from us all an^ 
ger, strife, and variance. O Itt a life of meekness, 
quietness, and peace, be the fruit of our daily wor- 
ship. For the credit of our holy profession, and 
that our very prayers may not be turned into sin, 
make us who dwell together to be of one mind, and 
to build up each other in our holy faith. By thy 
good providence, O God, our heavenly Father, pre- 
serve us, if it please thee, from all evil and mischief, 
from fierce disease and torturing pain. In the midst of 
our prosperity, may we stand prepared for a change. 
O may we be able to glorify thee in tribulation, and 
on a bed of languishing. For this purpose, estab- 
lish us still more in Christ Jesus, seal us unto the day 
of redemption, and give us in our hearts the earnest 
<tf thy Spirit. 

To all our near relations and kind friends, be mer- 
ciful and gracious, O Lord our God. May they be 
led to give a deep attention to the care of their soulS) 
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and overcome b^ lUth m Christ this pteBUA e^ 
world. Be a €iod unto theii^ and a guide all their 
da^ upon earth ; and after death may they be re* 
ceived up into g^ory. 

Make the nation to which we belong a people fear- 
ing thy name. Bless all who are put in authority over 
us. V isit, comfort, and deliver all who are in griev- 
ous aiBic^U) or oppressed with poverty ; love our 
enemies, bless them who curae us, Ao good to them 
who hate us, and enable us to do the same. 

Accept our praises for thy perpetual goodness to us 
ever since we were bom, for otu* sleq) by night, for 
the pleasent return o[ light and day, for the use of 
reason and the means of grace, and above all for thy 
chief mercy, Christ Jesus. With all that is within us 
we would bless thy name for this unspeakable gift^ 
ascrtbing to him, with thyself and the Holy Ghost, 
all honour and praise, m^ht, majesty, anddominion^ 
world without end. Amen. 

Our Father which art in htaven, &?iE\ 



Evening Prayer for a Family. 

HOLY and ever-blessed Lord God, thou hast 
made all things, and orderest all things by thine un- 
erring wisdom^ Thou fillest heaven and earth witfi 
thy presence, and from thee proceedeth eveiy good 
and perfect gift. 

We, miserable sinners, desire now to approach 
thee with a contrite spirit, confessing our vileness. 
We have been full of pride and hypocrisy in thy 
sight and towards men. We have been all alive to 
the things of the world, but utterly indifferent to thy 
cause and glory. Long did we stand out against 
every call to repentance, and often have we sinned 
wilfully. We have set at naught thy threataiings^ 
5md promises^ and hardened our hearts und^ tbf 
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chastisements. We are not aWc to reckon up aU 
our sins, nor the circumstances which have made 
them exceedingly sinfuL Humble us, we beseech 
thee, by placing before us all the detestable qualities 
chargeable upon us in every act of disobedience. 
O make us perceive clearly how unjust and daring, 
how rebellious and ungrateful, we Imve been in cast- 
ing thy words behind us. Give us to know there is na 
remission of our sins but through faith in the blood 
of thy Son ; by his blood may we know we are jus* 
tified, and have peace with tbee. 

Vouchsafe, O God, to turn us from all iniquity. 
Create us again after thy own image, that we may 
live to thy pmise. May it be the continual desire o[ 
our souls to obey and serve thee, and may life be va- 
lued principally by us, as an opportunity of doing 
thy will and kee]|)ing thy commandments before men, 
that they may see our good works, and be led to 
glorify thee our heavenly Father. 

Bring to our remembrance that solemn accoimt 
we must give when the throne shall be set, and the 
books be open. May we, by faith in Christ, and 
knowledge of his glory, be ready for his appear- 
ance. In that great day, may we triumph with all 
his saints, saying, Lo, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, and he will save us. This is the 
Lord, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

To thy merciful protection, O God, we humbly 
commend ourselves this night. Defend our persons, 
our dwelling, and our possessions. Give us, if it 
please thee, refreshing sleep, that, with strength of 
body and vigour of mind, we may serve thee, and 
at last be admitted into that world, whereth ere is no 
night or sleep, where we shall receive the end of 
our faith, even the salvation of our souls, through 
Jesus Cluist our Lord, in dependence upon whose 
ri^teousness and everlasting intercessi(Mi, we oScr 
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vp vmto^ tliee Ma our &iiiity^*w(»Bhip) oondudiog as 
1^ hath taught ua to pfay^ 



Prayer to be used before Partaking of the Lord's Supper. 

IN obedience to thy cmnmand, my iiaviour an^ 
my God, I now come to cat of tkat bread, anddrififc 
of that cup, which i& designed to settbee forth mani* 
ftstly crucified befiore our eyes. O teach me, that I 
BMiy come with knowledge of the nature and infinkr 
value of thy sacrifice. May I fed my poirerty and 
defilement, and draw nigh with a true heart, utterly- 
rejecting every other way of salvation men naturally 
trust in, and placing all my hope on thy blood to 
cleanse me from all unrighteousness. I would come 
Mrith unfeigned love, designing to make a full sur^ 
render of myself to thee, thou Lord over all, and 
head of the church. Thou wast pleased to forgive 
the woman who was an in&mous sinner, and bid her 
go in peace. Thou didst declare the publican jus- 
tified. Thou didst put away the sin of Peter who 
denied thee with oaths and curses. Thou didst take 
up the crucified tfiief immediately into glc»ry, upon 
turning to riiee for mercy. Bless me also, O my 
Lord; forgive my transgressions as thou didst theirs. 
In this feast, lift up the light of thy countenance up- 
on me, that 1 may know that I am justified by thy 
blood, and shall be certainly preserved and saved by 
thy life in the' presence of God for thy church. 
When the outward and visible signs of thy merito- 
rious death are put into my hands, may I, by a true 
faith, eat thy flesh, and drink thy blood, so as to find 
it meat indeed and drink indeed unto my soul, so 
that I may dwell in thee, and thou in me ; that I may 
know I have eternal life, and that -tluui wilt raise me 
Utpatthe lastd^y. ..... 
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Maf ^ love for oar souls, stronger ^an death/ 
ahite us all in love to each other, as members alike of 
thy body in the church. Whilst we are all looking 
upon thee the just suffering for us unjust, may every 
angry and selfish passion die away. May brotherljr 
love reign in our hearts, and be continually exercised 
Ivilh delight aanongst us all. And all tb^ time I so^ 
jmun in the fesh, give me, by the power of thy grace 
to keep the feast upon thee our passover sacri&ced foe 
lis, not with the leaven of malice and wickedness^ 
but with the ualeaveiwd bread of docerity and Uiith^ 
Grant these requests for the glory of thy great name* 



^ Prater proper for Persons under great Difficulties, and 
when Affairs of great importance are in suspense. 

O LORD, thou God of wisdom and of mighty 
whohath most graciously commanded us, poor shor^ 
sighted creatures, to commit our works unto thee» 
fm4 promised that our thoughts shall be established; 
to cast all our care upon thee, assuring us thou ca- 
rest for us % mercifully receive our prayer which wc 
now make unto thee. So po-plexing are our afiairss 
so doubtful and wavering our minds what course, 
to take, and by what method to extricate ourselves 
out of our difficulties, that our eyes are fixed upoa 
thee as our only counsellor. Teach us, we beseech 
thee* what we ought to do, and enable us to choose 
what, upon the whole, will most conduce to thy glo- 
ry aiul our good. All things we know in heaven 
and earth are ordered and governed by thee, accord- 
ing to the counsel of thy own will, and by a special 
providence thou makest all things work together for 
good to them that lo^ thee. Endue our souls with 
this grace of love to thee, through a knowledge of 
Christ Jesus, that we may repose ow^elves in thiee^ 
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and wait wkhoul anxiety of mind the evecit of tliS 
matter we have in hand. If the issue is prosperous 
to us with respect to this world, give us grace, to 
ascribe our success wholly to thy undeserved mercy^ 
and to retain a grateful sense of it all the days of our 
life. But if it scemeth good to thee to turn our pre- 
sent suspense into certain adversity, and brmg upon 
us the thing we fear, O grant us sufficient streng^ 
to behave ari^ under thy correction. In our afflic- 
tion, may we put our whole trust in thy mercy ; 
and so exercise ourselves in submission and humil- 
ity, in fSuth and patience, that the prosperity of our 
souls may be promc^ed by the contmuancc or weight 
of our troubles ; and we may be finally able to say^ 
Thou^ O God, of very faithfulness, hast caused us 
to be afflicted. Hear us, O thou God of peace^ 
patience, and consolation, whose kingdom ruleth 
over all, and whose dominion is from generation to 
generation, world without end. Amen. 



A Prayer when under the Pressure of some heavy Affliction. 

O THOU most holy and righteous God, wh^ 
orderest all things in heaven and in earth, and with the 
greatest tenderness dost hear the cries of all who put 
their trust in thee, through Jesus Christ ; I believe, 
Lord, help my unbelief, that in wisdom, mercy, and 
holiness, thou dost appoint unto me every circum- 
stance of my condition. I desire to look through all 
second causes to thee, O Lord God, who maktrst 
them merely instruments to do thy will, and execute 
thy purpose respecting the children of men. O thou 
infinitely wise and gracious Governor of the worlds 
often have I saki, Thy will be done. But now thou 
art pleased to afflict me, I find my nature ready to 
shrink back, and to be clamorous or fretful under 
the sacred but painful a*oss* What I have often s^ 
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S6letnnly repeated, I am strongly tempted to unsay; 
and to wish my own will, not thine, was to take 
place. Make speed, O God of my salvation, and 
help me to deny myself, to bow down in free and 
full submission to thy appointment of my condition. 
Brmg powerfully to my remembrance^ I besetch thee, 
what my mouth hath so often declared in thy pre- 
sence, that I have deserved all the plagues written 
in the book of thy law ; and that it is mere mercy and 
rich grace which have kept me from the wages due 
to my sin, from weeping, and wailing, and gnashhig of 
teeth in torment. Whilst thou art therefore smiting 
me, O thou righteous Judge of all the earth, give me 
an heart unfeignedly to adore thy mercy, that, instead 
•f the scourge with which 1 am now corrected for my 
profit, thou hast not long since given a commission 
to the sword of vengeance to do all its dreadful work 
upon me. O fill my soul with a perfect acquiescence 
nder this afiliction, by convincing me that thou, 
and thou alone, O God, knowest what manner of 
correction I need. Thy eye discovers the folly, the 
perverseness, and many sinful disorders of my soul, 
and canst alone adapt a remedy to the disease. O 
that I might obtain grace, therefore, to remain in 
meek subjection to the Father of spirits, and to bear 
the stroke of thy hand, not merely because none can 
oppose thy will,, but because the stroke is given to 
heal and bless. Take away from me all thoughts 
that are without understanding, and so busy to press 
into my mind, raising objections against this partic- 
ular way in which I am tried. Make me to believe 
it is the very affliction proper for the particular state 
of my soul. And, in the midst of my troubles, let 
thy comforts, O Lord, refresh my heart, and re- 
lieve the weariness and pains of nature, by the su- 
pernatural supports of thy grace and spirit Thy 
mercies are not restrained, neither is thy hand wax- 

3 F 
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td short ; what thou hast done for thousands rf tht 
sons and daughters of afBiction, do for me, even for 
me, O my God. If my heart be less tender, less 
^nsible, thou canst cure that evil and make my pre- 
sent afBictions the means of curing it. Thus, O 
Lord, let it be ; and at length, in thy due time, and 
in the way which thou shalt choose, send forth de- 
liverance for me, and shew me thy marvellous lov- 
ing- kindness ; for I well kflow how dark soever this 
night of affliction seem, if thou sayest, Let there bfe 
light, there shall be light. O let me patiently wait 
AtkI quietly hope, till that time of mercy come. 
Let ihe be rtiuch more concerned to have mv afflic- 
tion sanctified than removed. Number me, O Lord, 
amongst the happy persons whom, whilst thou 
chastenest, thou teachest out of thy law. Shew me^ 
I beseech thee, wherefore thou contendest with me; 
fend whilst I am passing through the ftimace of at 
fliction, O let it purge away my dross, and take 
away all my iniquity. In thy presence, and under 
the support of thy grace, 1 can bear any thing, and 
tkm willing to bear, if f may grow more conformable 
to thy will, and more largely partake of thy holiness. 
As my foolish heart is ready to grow fond of this 
earth, O let the disappointments and afflictions I 
meet with in it loosen my affections, and put an end 
to an my sinful attachments to any thing below, O 
teach my soul to receive every trouble as a call to 
cease from expecting any thing from the creature, 
and to be preparing for that hour which shall put an 
end to all the sorrows and trials of the righteous, and 
give them an entrance into the everlasting kingdom 
through the blood erf the Lamb, in which they wash 
their robes white. O Lord, hear ; O Lord, per- 
form and do ; defer not, I beseech thee, lest my 
spirit faint before thee, and the flesh which thott 
hast made. Amen. 
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A Prayer before a Journey, for a Person who is to travel by 

himself. 

THINE is the power, O Lord, and the domia- 
ion in all places ; both at home and abroad all our 
safety standeth in thy protection and mercy. To 
thee therefore do I now direct my prayer, called by 
n>y necessary business from my own habitation^ 
Many, I know^ and peculiar are the dangers, both 
with respect to body and soul, to which travelierf 
are exposed ; and by his own strength or wisdom 
no man is able to avoid them. Compass me there* 
fore about with thy favour, O God, as with a shield; 
guard both my person and property from the sons of 
violence and blood ; preserve my body in health ancj 
strength : and as I shall be much alone by the way» 
grant that I may reflect and consider much on thy 
truth, thy grace, and salvation, and be able to say, 
lam not alone, but the Father, Son, and Spirit, by 
their sacred influences, are with me. Whatever 
company I come into, preserve me from complying 
with any solicitations to sin, and from bting at all 
conformed to the manners of the profane. Endue 
me with knowledge and discretion, that I may not, 
without cause, make myself a derision to the un- 
godly ; nor for fear of the faces o* men, do or say 
any thing to wound my own conscience, to grieve 
thy Spirit, and to lead the careless to think I am of 
the same disposition with themselves. 

Cleanse the thoughts of my heart by the inspira- 
tion of thy holy Spirit. Suficr me not to look upon 
a woman with a lustful desire. Let no presumption 
on the advantage of being unknown in any place 
where I come, seduce me to act in a manner I 
should bfi ashamed of amongst my friends and neigh- 
bours. Whatever business I have to transact, ^ive 
me grace, O God, to do it with all good conscience, 
abhorring deceit, fraud, and lying. 
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For all these mercies I make my prayer unto thee, 
the God of my life, and in faith 1 commend myself 
into thy hands, beseeching thee that no evil may be-? 
fal me. Nevertheless, if it be thy pleasure to ap- 
point unto me in this my journey some disaster, ei- 
ther of falling among thieves who shall rob me, or 
breaking of a limb, or to visit me with sickness ; 
give me, 1 beseech thee, patience, faith, and com- 
fort in the midst of my trouble, and full assurance 
that all things shall work together for good to them 
that love thee. And after all my travels here, bring 
me, O my heavenly Fadier, at last to thy holy 
hill, through the greatness of thy mercy to me in 
thy dear Son and my only Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amcn» 



A Thanksgiving after a safe Journey. 

O MY most merciful and gracious God, I de- 
sire to take this first opportunity of returning to thee 
my most hearty thanks for this fresh instance of thy 
love to me, manifested through my whole journey. 
Thou hast preserved me from every peril and sad 
accident to which I was exposed* Thou liast sur- 
rounded me with blessings on every side. I might 
now have been groaning under the pain of broken 
bones, of bruised limbs, or other terrible disasters ; 
yea, I might suddenly have been dashed in pieces on 
the ground, or perished far from all help, and my 
friends and family been shocked with the doleful tid- 
ing. But instead of these miseries thou hast kept 
me in safety : thou hast brought me to see my ha- 
bitation in peace, and all things here in prosperity. 
Every day thy mercy and goodness, O Lord, did 
prevent and follow me. O how unwearied is thy 
bounty towards such polluted and depraved crea- 
tures as we are ! And now grant, I beseech thee, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OFFICES OF DEVOTION. A^ 

that the sense of thy love to me niay create in me 
such love for thy name, and for whatsoever thou dost 
comraaiid, that I may cheerfully, and with full pur- 
pose of heart, devote myself to thy service, and serve 
thee with all my strength. Grant me both this, and 
every other blessing I need, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for a Family when any Member of it is sick, proper 
for Morning or bvening. 

O THOU infinitely great and glorious God, 
thou killest and makest alive. Thou woundest^ and 
thy hands make whole; thou bringest down to the 
grave, and bringest back again. Thou dost accord^ 
ing to tliy will in the armies of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay thine 
hand, or say unto thee, What dost thou ? Yet righte- 
ous art thou in all thy ways, and holy in all thy 
works. Even when thou afflictest and causest trou- 
ble and heaviness to fall upon us, it is that we may 
learn righteousness from thy judgments, and receive 
profit from thy correction. Wherefore, though thou 
hast now visited our house with sickness, and art 
calling us to humiliation for our sins, yet we would 
still speak good of thy name, and love and bless thee. 
We desire at this season to remember all the past . 
mercies with which thou hast been pleased to bless 
us and our household. God forbid that our present 
grief should make us unmindful of the constant be- 
nefits we have enjoyed. How long has each of our 
family lain down and risen up, gone out and come 
in, in health, strength and peace ? How long has 
the candle of the Lord shone upon us without in- 
termission ? For these multiplied favours, blessed, 
O Lord, by thy good and holy name ; since the 
smallest of benefits is more than we deserved, and the 
sharpest affliction less. For to us, on account of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4M OFFICES OF DEVOTION. 

our transgressions, is most justly due indij^atio^ 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish. Wherefore^ 
then, should living men complain, men and trans- 
gressors, for the punishment of their sins ? Shall we 
receive so much good at the hand of the Lord, and 
shall we not receive evil ; patiently and contentedly 
receive evil also ? This temper we know, O Lord, 
is our bounden duty ; O form it in us. And as, in 
great compassion to us, thou hast opened a way of 
relief for us under every trouble, by directing, com- 
manding, and encouraging us, in all our afflictions, 
to pour out our complaints unto thee, and tell thee 
of all wc fear and feel ; to thee, O Father of mer. 
cies, do we make our supplication at tliis time. O 
Lord, be not fiu* from us. In entire submission to 
thy most wise and holy will, do we now earnestly 
pray for that person whose sickness fills us vnth ss 
much concern. O look upon him (or her) in his 
low estate ; suffer not, we beseech thee, his disor- 
der to proceed, and let not tliis sickness be unto 
death, but for the manifestation of thy grace towards 
us all. Thou knowest. Lord, his frame; lay no 
more upon him than thou wilt enable him to bear 
with patience and quietness of mind. And, O thou 
great physician, without whom all others are of no 
value, do thou direct to the most proper medicines, 
and bless the art of healing to his body, and our great 
comfort. In thy due time, restore thy servant to 
health and strength again, that he may have a longer 
day of grace and salvation, prove more useful, an(| 
do more good in his generation. In the mean time, 
however thou shalt think fit to dispose of him, O 
sanctify unto him this affliction ; work in him deep 
humiliation for his sin ; bless him with repentance 
unto life ; enable him by faith to behold the Lamb 
of God, and to trust in tbe fountain opened in his 
blood for the remission of sins, that, being justified 
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dirough faith, he may have peace with God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Make all his bed in his 
sickness, and let patience have hs perfect work in 
his soul. Raise him up to pi^suse thy name, to pay 
those vows he makes in trouble before the assembly 
of thy saints, and to walk in newness of life. But if 
thou dost not see fit to spare thy servant, whom we 
are now remembering before thee, O prepare every 
one of this family, according to our several relations, 
for the awful stroke. With respect to himself, if 
the time of his departure draweth nigh, O let his 
heart be comforted by thy promises in Christ, and 
taste that thou art gracious unto him. May his soul 
be safe and happy in the hour of death ; and, in the 
great day of the Lord Jesus Chrbt, may he be found 
among those who died in him. 

And help us all, who are now in health, to improve 
this loud and solemn call to prepare for our own sick- 
ness and disease. Let us not abuse our bodily 
strength to encourage ourselves in sinful security 
and impenitence. Give us always to be ready, by 
performing the will of our Lord, that whensoever 
he shall come, we may be found of him in peace, and 
enter into his joy : that whenever our health is timi- 
ed into sickness, and our strength into weakness^ 
and our ease into sharp pain, we may not be cast 
down or perplexed, but feel in our souls those sup- 
ports and consolations which the world cannot give, 
nor death itself take away. 

Hear us, O Lord our God, in these our humble 
requests : forgive us our sins ; and accept our per- 
sons and our service through Jesus Christ our Lord* 
Amen, 

A Familj Thanksgiving for Uie Recovery of a ^ck Member 
thereof. 

MOST gracious and holy, good and merciful 
God ! we have heard, we have seen, we have experr- 
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cnced thy love. Blessed, for ever blessed be thy 
name, that instead of being known to us by the 
judgments our sins have deserved, thou art manifest- 
ed to us as a God willing to forgive all our iniqui- 
ties. Thou hast delivered our eyes from tears, and 
our hearts from anguish. Thy servant, whom thou 
hast lately afflicted, is now a monument of thy spar- 
ing mercy. Thou hast chastened or corrected him 
(or her), but thou hast not delivered him over unto 
death. Thou, Lord, hast turned our mourning into 
joy, and our fears into songs of praise. 

O may this thy servant, whom thou hast spared, 
love thee more, and walk more exactly before thee in 
the land of the living. We beseech thee, perfect all 
that concerns his recover}- : and grant that this gra- 
cious interposition may properly affect both him and 
every one of us in this family. From henceforth 
may we all more entirely depend upon thee for the 
continuance and preservation of our dearest earthly 
comforts : may we consider them as thj free gifts O 
Lord, and know that thou alone makest every earth- 
ly blessing be to us what it is. And give us grace 
so to use and enjoy all our temporal comforts, as 
those who know the fashion of this world passeth 
away. Grant we may learn, from this late affliction 
in our family to live more like persons who are soon 
to be separated by death, and to give all diligence 
to grow rich towards God, that we may be better 
prepared for a breach in our family whenever it shall 
eome. And whomsoever of us, O God, thou shalt 
be pleased to call away first, may we be ready to 
obey the summons ; and, though parted for a sea- 
son here, be joined again in heaven, and be all of us 
for ever with the Lord, and with one another. 

That we may none of us fall short of so glorious 
an end, O grant us a clear knowledge of the excel- 
lency of our God, and a fii:mer dependence upon the 
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Word of thy ^ace. Grant us a stronger love to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and a greater resemblance of him ; 
that each of us in our particular station may be zeal- 
ous for God, full of mercy and justice towards men, 
and possess every temper whereby God can be glo- 
rified in us. 

Fill our minds with a more cheerful and lively 
sense of our obligations to thee, especially for this 
late additional mercy : write it, we beseech thee, on 
our hearts, so that no temptation from without, or 
corruption from within, may make us ever act as if 
we forgot it. 

And now, O Lord, we again present both our* 
selves and family, all we have and all we are, a live- 
ly sacrifice unto thee for all our remaining days. Be 
with us when we are passing through the valley of 
the shadow of death ; may we then fear no evil, nor 
. have cause to fear any. Guard us through the gloo- 
my^ passage, and bring us safe to thine eternal king- 
dom and glory. We humbly ask all these blessings^ 
though utterly unworthy oursleves of any notice, in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who ever lives 
to make intercession for us. Amen. 



A Prayer far one convinced of Sin. 

GOD be merciful to me a sinner : a sinner be- 
yond expression ! How shall I lift up mine eyes to- 
wards thee, O thou most holy, or take thy name 
within my polluted lips ! O Lord, thou needest not 
my confession to inform thee, for thine eye hath been 
ever upon my path ; and of the things that have 
come into my mind^ thou hast known every one of 
them. The vanity of my childhood, the folly of my 
youth, the obstinacy and rebellion of my riper years, 
are all written in diy book. Alas ! thou knowest I 
was conceived in sin, and have lived in sin ever since 

3 G 
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I was bom. All thy commandments have I broken; 
all thy mercies have 1 abused, trifled with thy pa- 
tience, resisted thy Spirit, and rejected thy go^I^ 
times without number. 

So foolish and ignorant, so stupid and hardened^ 
unthankful and unfaithful have I been ; a transgressor 
from the womb : such has been my life. What then 
must my heart be, the foundation from whence all 
these stream of bitterness have flowed? O Lord, 
thou hast said it, and I cannot deny it, my heart is^ 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked^ 
1 am wholly defiled. There is no sound part in me, 
I am full of pride and ignorance, unbelief and self- 
will : my boasted stiength is weakness, and my best 
righteousness as an unclean thing before thee. I 
owe thee ten thousand talents, but have nothing to 
pay. 1 am bound to a perfect obedience, but 1 can- 
not perform. O wretched man, who shall deliver 
me? Wherewithal shall 1 come before the most 
high God ? Will sighs, or tears, or promises, an- 
swer the demands of thy law, satisfy thy justice, and 
avert thy righteous anger ? or where shall 1 hide my 
guilty head ? O Lord, my flesh trembleth, my heart 
faileth before thee. I am afraid of thy judgments ; 
I have deserved them all ; and shouldcst thou now 
pour forth thy wrath upon me unto the uttermost, 
even in the midst of my sufferings I must owh thy 
justice. Shouldst thou shut out my prayers, and 
say. Depart, thou cursed, into everlasting fire; I 
must be dumb. But, O Lord, though 1 have thus 
destroyed myself, is there no help, no hope in ihce? 
Hast thou not revealed thyself in thy woni as ** the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long suffering, arid 
abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, 
transgression and sin ?'* and hast thou not commend- 
ed thy love to poor lost sinners, in giving thine only 
Son to be the propitiation for sin ? hath not thy kind 
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]Ht)vidence put thy gospel into my hands, to prevent 
my sinking into despair? Thou hast been pleased 
to inform me of the sinless life and meritorious death 
of thy only begotten Son, of the grace of his heart 
to the chief of sinners, and the intercession he ever 
lives to make for the worst that come to thee h\ him. 
And though it is amongst my most abominitble bins, 
and the cause of them, that 1 so long slighted tl^is 
record of thy Son, I now feel and see, that, except 
he saves me, 1 must undoubtedly perish for even 
All that believe in him he will save; and I am taught 
in thy word that faith is 'thy gift, and of thy opera- 
tion in the soul. O bestow and work in me the 
work of faith with power, I beseech thee, unworthy 
as I am. Enable me to behold the suffering wound- 
ed Lamb of God, who poured forth his soul an of- 
fenng for transgressors. Help me to believe that he 
has his own self bore my sins on bis own body on 
the tree ; that he has delivered me from the ciu^e of 
the law, being made a curse for me. Let me feel 
the powerful efficacy of that blood which cleanseth 
from all sin. O let that Spirit, which Jesus js ex- 
alted to bestow, testify of him to me, and glorify him 
in my eyes, that my troubled conscience may enjoy 
peace, and my soul find rest in Christ. Gird me 
with strength for thy blessed service, and redeem me 
by thy mighty grace from the power of all iniquity, 
from the hands of all my enemies, that 1 may live 
devoted to thee for ever. O spare me, good Lord, 
that I may be a monument of the riches of thy 
mercy, and an instrument of spreading thy praise, 
who art just, and yet the Justifier of the sinner and 
the ungodly, through him whom thou. hast held forth 
to be a propitiation for sin through faith in his bioodt 
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A Prayer for the Increase of Faith in Christ. 

ENLARGE, I beseech thee, O Lord my God^ 
my narrftw heart to receive thy precious promises in 
all their power and fulness. If the faint hope I al- 
ready have, that thou art my reconciled Father, was 
not founded upon thy own faithful word, it would in- 
deed be presumption to ask of thee to confirm it to 
a full assurance. But since thou hast given to them 
that beJieve exceeding great and precious promises, 
that they might be partsJcers of a divine nature ; and, 
by thy immutable word and oath, hast provided that 
all who fly to Jesus Christ for refuge should have 
strong consolation, O give me to enjoy the inestima- 
ble benefit. Lord, 1 do believe, help thou mine un- 
belief. Adored be thy free grace, for what thou hast 
already done ; but perfect thy work in me : make 
me strong in faith, that on all occasions I may give 
glory to God. Thou hast shewn me something of 
my own misery. I see, I feel myself a lost creature 
without thy salvation. Thou hast also given me 
some understanding to know him that is true, eyen 
the almighty Saviour ; and every hope of mercy not 
founded upon him, I renounce. I have cast myself 
at his feet, and said. Lord, save me, or I perish. I 
cannot doubt his power ; but O forgive me, that I 
so often doubt his love and willingness to save such 
as I am, though I know for this purpose he ap- 
peared in the form of a servant, and died upon^the 
cross. 

O let me know in whom I have believed, so as no 
more to doubt, nor be in darkness. Persuade me 
fully of my own sincerity in intrusting my dearest 
concerns into the hands of Christ, and of his willing- 
ness and ability to keep that which I have committed 
to him against the great day ; to preserve me fron^ 
falling, to support me under all my trials, to defenc^ 
me against all my enemies through this state of wart 
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fere, and at length to present me faultless before thy 
glorious presence with exceeding joy. 

Fain would I rely upon thy faithful promises ; fain 
would I rejoice in hope ; but, alas ! an evil heart of 
unbelief deprives me of those comforts and privileges 
provided in the gospel for returning sinnerSj. Let 
the Sun of righteousness shine forth with healing in 
his b^ ams, scattering the mists and clouds wWch 
haHg upon my mind. Give me grace to seek this 
blessing by diligently reading thy holy word, by be- 
ing instant in prayer, constant in the use of all ordi- 
nances, and circumspect in all my conversation^ 
Let me not remain ignorant of the devices of Satan, 
that he may neither terrify me b\ his malicious sug- 
gestions, nor seduce me under the appearance of an 
angel of light, to depart one step from the rule of 
thy word, either to do what thou hast not command- 
ed, or to expect what thoa hast not promised. But 
having my heart, my hope, my eye fixed upon thee 
alone, may 1 cheerfully wait for the accomplishment 
of all the good, both in time and in eternity, promis* 
ed to them that are in Christ Jesus. I ask this in his 
name. Amen. 



A Prayer proper for one in Trade or Merchandise. 

RIGHTEOUS art thou, O God, in the doom 
pronounced on all the human race for the ofFcPcc of 
our first parents, that in the sweat of our brow we 
should eat bread. And not onlj in justice, but in 
mercy hast thou ordained that we should be active 
and laborious, to be of benefit to others, and to be 
preserved ourselves from all the evils of idleness and 
sloth. Thou thyself workest hitherto, and thy pro- 
vidence, which ordcreth all things in heaven and 
earth, doth never slumber or sleep. Thy only be- 
gotten Son 4lso, when he took upon him our flesh» 
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put his hand to the nail^ and his right hand to the 
workman's hammer ; and it was his meat and drink 
to do thy will, and finish the work thou gavest him 
to do. Thy holy angels likewise are in action with- 
out ceasing, ministering unto them that shall be heirs 
of salvation. Who, or what then am 1, O Lord 
G(>d, that I should expect to have no business or la- 
bour appointed for me, rt-quiiiag my close atten- 
tion ? Let not this be esteemed a burden, but give 
me grace with all alacrity to apply myself to my par- 
ticular employment. And as I am fixed in it by thjr 
unerring wisdom, not for my own private interest 
alone, but for the good of society, O implant and in- 
<:rease within me a principle of truth, honesty, and 
good- will to men, that 1 may always abhor the 
thought of enriching myself by the gains of secret 
fraud or base deception. Keep me from day to day 
by thy mighty power in a conscientious regard to 
that rule of thine, designed to extirpate all the dis- 
eases of trade, of doing unto others as I would they 
should do unto me. Let me never forget that the 
wages of righteousness bring with them the curse 6[ 
God, and that the prosperity of the wicked shall des- 
troy them. Let me always feel, that better is a lit- 
tie which the righteous hath, than great revenues 
without right. And as thou knovvest how naturally 
selfish I am, and how prone to the love of money, 
which is the root of all evil ; as thou seest, in the 
daily course erf my business and employment, how 
much I am in danger of being led to think gain the 
one thing needful, O my God, save me from all such 
snares and temptations. Let not riches with its en- 
chantments destroy me, nor honours or pleasures 
entice me. O let me ever see them the fleeting 
vanities they are, and anticipate the day when they 
cannot profit at all. Rivet, O my God, upon my 
mind the intrinsic everlasting value of thy love, and 
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•f the comforts of thy Spirit^ and a rememtyranco 
of the happy and ever-blessed state of the obedient 
and faithful in Christ Jesus ; that so, amidst all my 
getting, I may get that treasure that shall never laiL 
And, in order that the business 1 have to do in the 
world may not prove the destruction of my soul, 
grant me a godly jealousy over it, and a perpetual sus- 
picion of its tendency to extinguish in me all sense of 
spiritual blessings, and to alienatt- my heart from God. 
Knowing how many thousands have been swallowed 
up and lost in the inordinate pursuit of their busi- 
ness ; seeing the world intent only upon amassing 
wealth; and feeling the same passion kindling i^ith- 
in my own corrupted heart; I earnestly beseech 
thee, O God, by thy own bowels of mercies, by thy 
dear Son's blood, put thy Spirit within me, causing 
me to use this world as not abusing it, and to mani- 
fest my moderation in the midst of my diligent ap- 
plication to my calling. And never suffer me, in 
judgment for my sins, to be so immersed in trade 
and merchandise, as to make me cold and formal in 
prayer, backward to holy duties, a stranger to the 
peace and joys of the faithful, a profaner of thy sab- 
Iwth, or a despiser of those opportunities for secret 
devotion, by which alone my soul can be kept alive 
to God, and grace obtained to withstand sin. Make 
me a conqueror over the world, and, by this infallible 
witness in myself, to prove that I believe hi Christ 
to the saving of my soul. If riches increase with 
me, grant in the same proportion my hand maj t>e 
liberal to the poor and needy. Possess, my mind, 
wherever I am, whatever I do, with the sense of thy 
presence, as a God that searcheth the heart and trietii 
the reins, that thou mayest give to every one accord- 
ing to' his ways, and according to the fruit of his 
doings ; that so I may never be surprised in the 
hurry of business, or seduced by a notion of 
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concealing the fraud, to act with deceit and IieS< 
Lord, hear my prayer, and keep me, so that neither 
the cares nor the pleasures of this world, nor the 
deceitfulness of riches, nor the lusting after other 
things, may ever prevail against me, to make me a 
dishonour to my Christian profession, and to sell 
my soul for that which perishes in the using. Hear 
me, O Lord, for Jesus Christ*s sake, who died to 
deliver us from the power of this present evil world, 
and to choose unto himself a peculiar people, who 
should not be of the spirit and temper of this world, 
even as he was not of the world. To him, with 
thyself, O Father, and the Holy Ghost, be all honour 
and glory, now and for evermore. Amen. 

A Prayer pi*oper for a Person in Trade upon sustaining some 
great Loss. 

y 

O LORD, thou makest rich and thou makest 
poor, exercising an absolute and most righteons 
sovereignty over Ae substance and circumstances, as 
well as over the persons of thy creatures. O forgive 
my sins, which have provoked thy displeasure. 
Have compassion upon my weakness, and turn back 
the swarm of evil thoughts which are pressing in 
from every side. Banish all gloomy distrustful ap- 
prehensions from my mind. Teach me how to be 
abased ; and if it seem good in thy sight to call mc 
to such a severe trial, how to be in want. Give mc 
understanding to learn more eflFectually from this 
providence, how transient and uncertain are the 
riches of this world ! and now, more than ever it has 
been, let it be my chief aim to grow rich towards 
God, to lay up my treasure there where it can never 
be lost, and to choose that good part which shall never 
be taken from me. O Lord, preserve me from dcs* 
ponding thoughts, though this great misfortune is 
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come upon me. Suffi^r me not, through any appre- 
hensions of my afflicted mind, so to limit thy pow- 
er, as if thou couldst not extricate me out of all my 
present difficulties, in a way which I cannot foresee ; 
0r as if thy bounty was not able to supply me, be- 
cause the means of my provision at this time are 
now taken from me. In opposition to my own stlf- 
tormenting thoughts, and to the malice of Satan^ 
who waits to turn them to my ruin, convince me 
by thy Spirit, that if I lead a godly life, I shall want 
no manner of thing that is good* Thou art able to 
retrieve all my loss ; and after thou hast proved and 
tried my heart, to bless my last days with more 
abundance than my first : or thou canst give me 
more satisfaction and peace in a reduced condition, 
than I enjoyed in greater affluence. O let these tho'tt 
quiet my mind, and make me cheerfully submit to 
thy disposal. Let thy faithfulness, truth, and pro- 
mise be nxy heritage, and trusted in as a sufficient 
portion. And as mou, O God, knowest my frame^ 
and all the finest springs of my nature, let not the 
sight of my children or family overpower me. • Let 
not my heart be torn with anguish, as if they must 
be destitute and forsaken. Say unto me, Be of good 
cheer, leave your children unto me, 1 will preserve 
them alive, and put thou thy trust in the Lord. O 
let my faith rest upon thy word, that thou, who hast 
graciously given them life, wilt provide proper sus- 
tenance for it. Prepare me, I beseech thee, O God, 
for whatever further trials I shall be called to go 
through, and make me ready even to lose my life, 
rather than to take any unlawful methods for reKrf 
in my distress. Thus, O Lord, desiring to esteem 
my present affliction a mark of thy favour towvnis 
me (though my corrupt nature is apt to be offi nded 
with it), 1 commend myself and my imperfect peti- 
tions unto thee, through thy beloved Son. Jmen. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



44^ OFFICES OF DEVOTION. 

Prayer for a Student educating far Holy Orders. 
O THOU Father o£ lights, from whom com^ 
cth every good and perfect gift ; by whose goodness 
to me I am training up in knowledge and learning, 
that I may be thorougliI> furnished in due time to be 
a preacher and teacher in thy church ; to thee I make 
my prayer for a blessing upon my studies and under* 
taking, or all will be in \sin. Sanctify and purify, 
I beseech thee, my heart, that I may not study for 
reputation, and to get the name of learned and acute, 
but only to be an instrument in thy hand of glory to 
thy name, ci good to the immortal souls of m^u 
And as authors are infinite, as much reading is a 
weariness to the flesh causing distraction, and tend- 
ing only to unprofitable questions ; for this reason, I 
beseech thee, so to direct me, that 1 may know 
what books to choose and what to refuse, and con- 
stantly apply myself to that course of studies which 
will best prepare me for thy holy service. Preserve 
me from the infecticm of falae doctrine, naturally 
pleadng to the pride and corruption of nature ; and, 
as the only way of being safe from falling into error, 
grant I may give myself up entirely to be guided by 
thy Spirit in daily and earnest prayer. And as thy 
written word is the only repository of thy will, and of 
that wisdom which is far better than gold, O make 
me a diligent reader of the scripture. May 1 exer- 
cise myself in it day and night. Let it dwell rich^ 
in me, and be as much more pleasant to my soul 
than all human writings, as thou, O God, art wiser 
and better than men. Give me wisdom to associate 
with none but those by whose sobriety, gravity, and 
good example, 1 may receive benefit. Rather let 
me choose solitude, and be satisfied with reproach^ 
than Walk in the way of sinners, and for company's 
sake, destroy my soul, or wound my conscience. 
Excite in me a constant apprehension of my amuse- 
ments and recreations, knowing how difficult it is 
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not to exceed the bounds of moderation, and how 
soon the affections are drawn off from better things, 
and enslaved. Let my care therefore be to redeem 
my time, and to find my study and my God my ex- 
ceeding joy. In all things do thou order my con- 
versation. Grant I may be temperate in meat, and 
drink, and sleep ; grave in my deportment ; respect- 
ful to my supa*iors ; amiable to my equals ; meek 
towards my inferiors ; courteous and affable, with- 
out levity and folly, to all. Give me ability and apt- 
ness for scholastic exercises, which are to strengthen 
my focuities, to polish the mind, and to be the or- 
nament of my future life ; that so I may leave this 
place of education free from the vices too prevalent 
m it, sanctified and prepared as a vessel of honour 
fit for the master's use. And may I take upon me 
the high office of a teacher of souls, not as one who 
prostitutes his conscience, and lies unto the Holy 
Ghost for a morsel of bread, but as one who is real- 
ly moved by a desire of saving perishing sinners. * 
Hear me for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

A Prayer for Chastity. 
O THOU God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hast called us, not unto uncleanness, 
but unto holiness, whose will is our sanctification, 
that we should possess our bodies in honour and 
chastity, not in the lusts of concupiscence, as the 
Gentiles who knew not God: I bow down my knees 
to bewail before thee the inherent corruption of my 
nature, my desire to defile myself in those things 
which I know in common with the brute beasts. 
To such a degree hath this lust of uncleanness seiz- 
ed me, that with difficulty I abstain from actual lewd- 
ness, whilst my imagination is dreadfully stained, 
and the thoughts and desires of my heart miserably 
subjected to this fierce passion. O my most gra- 
cious G6d, had it not been for thy restraining grace 
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I had doubtless &Uefi t prey to diU common m; 
Do thou therefore, who iiast kefit me from £dUiig, 
vauquish all the undeamiess of my heart* Fortify 
me against k, and fill me with a detestation of kwd« 
ness as a de^y eviL And as the wickedness of my 
heart would seduce rae into this am by promismg 
repentance and amendment, cause me to understand 
that the sin of whoredom, dxme all others, lakes 
away the understandit^, leading on tiiose who ane 
enslaved by it like an ok that goedi to the daughter^ 
or a fool to the correction of the stocks. Convsnoe 
me of thy utter abhorrence of this sin, ami the im- 
possibility of escaping thy displeasure, if I tad^e part 
in the voluptuousness of the unclean. Make mc 
remember thy judgments in old time upon those whm 
committed fornication, and all the express deolanu 
tions of thy own word, that whoremongers and adul" 
terers shall have their pcution in the lake of brim- 
stone and fire. Lict not vain words deceive me, nor 
the practice of the ungodly lessen in my sight the in- 
iquity of this sin ; nor thit vast raiiteitude of diose 
who live in it make me once doubt thy veracity, and 
determinate purpose to destroy the unclean, both 
body and soul, in helL That I may not myself be 
overtaken by Uiis lust, let me avoid all society and 
acquaintance with the debauched, and all their haunts 
of idleness and places of entertainment. Into their 
assembly never let me enter. Give me to apply my- 
self with industry to my business, knowing that idle- 
ness is the great encourager of unclean desires and 
practices. Enable me to turn away ray eyes from every 
inflaming object ; to be sober and careful in my dis- 
course, not giving way myself to foolish talking or 
jesting, nor staying to hear those who do. Give me 
grace to eat for strength, not for pampering the flesh. 
Lord, make me to heed and beware of cherishing the 
feeblest motion of this lust, knowing from the bis*- 
tory of God's saints how great a fire such a littk 
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Spark hBS kindled when indhilged. As I profess my- 
self a Christiiin, grant I may with horror reject every 
temptation of offering such an insult to my Redeemer^ 
as to take the members of Christ, and make them 
the meii^>ers of an harloL And lest my heart should 
envy smners in their {Measures, O Lord, grant I may 
reflect on all thbse rnarks of thy vengeance against 
the s'm of lewdness visible in this world, as well as 
reserved for the undean in that which is eternal. 
Let me not forget what loathsome diseases, what bit- 
ter pains, what poverty and want is the fruit of lust; 
what quarrels, what bloodshed, what infamy and 
deadi from the hands of justice are brought upon 
young wretches by means of chambering and wan- 
tonness* Let the knowledge of these things make 
me urgent and instant, day after day, to cry unto 
Aee to preserve me blameless in spirit, soul and 
body, and that I may never gratify an appetite im- 
plairted for the noblest purposes, but in tjie way 
which thou hast appointed. Grant this, holy Father, 
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

A Prayer for a young Person. 
WHITHER, O Lord, shall a young man go, 
or how shall he be able to escape all the snares which 
beset him, and all the corruptions within his own 
heart ever ready to betray him ? Where, but to thy 
throne of grace, O God of all power ? Here, there- 
fore, do I present my supplication, humbly beseech- 
ing thee to give unto me that faith in thy word, 
which shall make me receive all thy promises with 
delight and comfort, and stand in awe of doing any 
thing to incur thy threatenings. Establish in me the 
fear of thy eternal majesty, and a steadfast purpose 
of heart to walk before thee in holiness and righte- 
ousness all the days of my life. Subdue my natural 
pride, which would lead me to be a rebel against thee, 
O my God, and lightly to regard the plainest and 
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most positive of thy commands. Quench those lusts 
which the fire of youth ever kindles in the heart. In- 
i^ad of being heady, high minded, rash, and pre- 
sumptuous, open mine ear to receive instruction : 
inspire me with meekness to be humble in my whole 
behaviour, and ever to follow that which is good. 
Create in me a constant distrust of lAyself, an aver- 
sion to the company of the lewd, the gay, and 
thoughdess, and a jealousy of those things to which 
I find myself most vehemently inclined ; knowing 
that by nature 1 am altogether earthly, sensual, and 
devilish. Now in my youth, grant I may ascribe 
unto thee the honour due unto thy name, by prefer- 
ring always the knowledge of thy truth, the sense of 
thy love, and observance of thy will, to all the plea- 
sures of sin and vanity. O convince me that the be- 
ginning of sin, as well as of strife, is as when one 
letteth out water. Teach me how soon sin will en- 
snare, how insensibly entangle, and how difficult it 
is to escape from those evil tempers and indulgen- 
ces, when once complied with, which might easily 
be vanquished by resistance at first. Let thy Spirit 
be my perpetual monitor, guide, and comforter, 
through thy word. Rc^ot out of my vain heart all 
good opinion of myself, all haughtiness of spirit, all 
stubbornness and moroseness of disposition, all af- 
fectation of conforming to fashionable sin and folly, 
and every wanton imagination ; these vile propensi- 
ties, the miserable diseases of my fallen nature, which 
I find within me. Help me, O my God, to mortify 
them all, to advance in grace as I grow in years, to 
gain a complete victory over my corruptions, and 
make a constant progress in the knowl^lge, faith, 
and consolations of Jesus Christ the Lord ; in whose 
early youth I see an example of holiness and right- 
eousness, which I am commanded to follow, and 
through whom I hope to be accepted unto life fpr 
evermore. Amen^ 
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StJBSCHlBERS names; 



Vanpelt, John 
Vaiipdt, Sarah 
Wetherall, Sarah 

Rahjumy. 
Baker, Thomas 
Edgar, William 
Marsh, John C. 
Oliver^ j^n. Joseph 
Voorhees, John 
Williams, Elias 

WesUField. 
Baker, William 
Cl^rk, William 
Dunham, John 
Downer, Jun. Samuel 
Elmer, Doc. Philimon 
Marsh, Ezekiel 
Picton, Rev. Thomas 
Scudder, Abraham C 

Spring Fields 
Bennet, John 
Parsil, William 
Sutfin, Doc. Daniel 
Williams, Rev. Gersham 
Woodruff, Caleb 

IFoodbridge. 
Brewster, Samuel 
Bonor, Joseph 
Brewster, Sally 
Cook, Rev, Henry 
Inslee, John 
Roe, Rev. Azel 
Ross, Robert 
Thornal, Benjamin 
Thompson, William 

Perth'Amboy. 
M^i;ining> Nathaniel, 



Perrine, Daniel 

Somerville. 
Brokaw, John • 
Dumont, Peter B. 
M'Donald, George 
Harriot, John 
LaTourctte, Daniel 
Stewart, Abel 
Talmage, Thomas 
Talmage, jGoyn 
Tunison, Philip 
Taylor, WiUet 
Vredenburgh, Rev. J. S, 
VanDeventer, Cornelius 
Veghte, Ryneer 
Whitehead, Daniel 
Whitehead, Isaac 

Piscatawatf. 
Boice, John 
Campbell, Benajah 
DunhanC Barzillai 
Field, Jeremiah I. 
Field, Dennis 
Mundy, Aaron ♦ 

Mundy, James 
Martin, Janathan 
Ross, Edward 
Smith, HezeKah 
Underdupk, John 
Ten Eick, Jeremiah F, 
Van Derentcr, Peter 

Bound Brook. 
Cook, Doc. Ambrose 
Harriot, Alford L 
Linburger, John 
Mollison, Joseph 
Ross, Josep!^ 
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4^J 



VanDeventer, Jeremiah 
Van Deventer, Jacob 
Van Duyn, Win* 
Williams, Lewis 

Baskingrtdge. 
Finley, Rev. Robert 
HiU, John 

Mendhgrn^ 
Armstrong, Rev. Amzi 
Castner, Jacob R. 
Drake, Ebenezer 
Nevius, Joseph 
3tewart, George 

Chatham. 
Brant, Bonnel R. 
Carter, Elias 
Osbum, David L. 
Peirson, Ebenezcr C. 
Perrine, ^ev, M. La Rue 
Sayres, Peter 
Thopson, Charles 

Orange. 
Baldwin, William P, 
Brown, Job 
Condit, Samuel 
Condit, juQ. Daniel 
Guilderrieves, Ezra 
Harrison, Abraham 
Hillyer, Rev. Asa 
Peck, James 
Pierson,. Isaac 
Quimby, Hiram 
Williams, Timothy 

Newark. 
Boudtnot, Elisha 
Crane, D.D. 
Grumman, William 



Page, Benjtmifi 
Seaa:ing, James 
Wrip:ht, John 

Elizabeth' Town. 
Chetwood, Wm. 
Freeman, Peter 

Connecticti^ Farm^. 
Clark, John 
Thompson, Rev. Stepheji 

Bridge- Town. 
Meeker, Jonathan 

New Columbia, 
Turvey, David 

Lawrence^ S'Brook. 
Cornell, Rulef 
Cornell, Cornelius 
Dehart, Gilbert 
Ryder, Bemardus 

Ten Mile Run. 
Cortelyou^ Elbert 
Cortelyou, Jacob 
Quick, Peter 

Cranberry Neck 
Duncan, John 
Kerr, Samuel 

Machepanix* 
Mount, Taylor 
Rue, John - 

Spotswood. 
Mercereau, David 
Smith David 
Smith, Stephen 

Sourland, 
Huff, Isaac 
Kershow, George 
Staats, Giity 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 



Labagh, Rcv« Peter 

Pkaaant Plcdiu, 
Cannon, Rev. J. S. 
Purdiny Wm. 
Suydam, Joseph 
Nevius, John P. 
Ncvius, Albert 
Nevius, Daiiid 
Voorhees, Jaques 
Voorhees, JohnM. 
Voorhees, Cornelius 

Millviae. 
Beekman, Jacob 
Van Dom, Jacob 

Grigga Town* 
Hogaland, Christopher 
Perlee, Abraham 
Simonson, Cornelias 
Staats, John R. 
Vehgte, Mary 
Wyckoff, Garret 

AliddUbuah. 
Hogland, llc^ry 
Polhemus, Garret 
Probasco, Frederick 
Van Liew John F. 
Van Liew, Jeremiah 
Van liew, Elizabeth 



Van Liew^ Demiice 
Van Dom, Cornelius 
Wyokoff, Simon 

Rocky HiU, 
Cruser, Fredenck 

^ngaton* 
Comfort, Rev. David 

Princeton, 
Anderson, Stephen L. 
Bogart, Peter- 
Bayard, Samuel 
Fyler, Jared D. 
Griggs, Matthew 
Goldsmith, Charles 
Nevius, John L. 
Nicholson, Samuel 
Smith, DD L. L^.D.Rev.S.Ql 
Sipson, Manly 
Voorheerf, Henry 
Wilson, John S. 

Shannack. 
Hogland, Herman 
Peterson, Rulef 
Rowland, John 
Snutb^ Rev. William 
Vanarsdaien, Ph^ip 
Vanarsdalen, Isaac 
Voorhees, Garret 
Van Deripe, John 



SCATTERING. 



Bowman, James 
Crawford, Thomas, 6 
Clingan, William 
Coolbaugh, John 
Davis, Rev. Henry Leyon 
Finley, Doct. James E. B. 
Floyd, Rev. L. F. 
Fuller, Thomas 
Eraser, Frederick 
Foresman, Sarah 
Henderson, Alexander 
Hayes, William 
Howard, Thomas 
Hood, Rev. Thomas 



Ives, Samuel B. 
Kirth, Rev. Dr. Isaac S.60cop. 
M'Nair, Martha 
Mann, Margaret 
M'Cluse, Roan 
Pennington, Hyland B. 
Smith, Austin 
Snoddy, Robert, 6 
Torbert, Elizabeth 
Tanner, Joseph 
Vanvol, Doct. Robert 
Wilson, Hugh 
Worcester, Rev. Lepnari 
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